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The Growing Church movement
is not just about numbers, it is
about individual, personal growth
as well. People learning to serve
in a ministry. For instance, the
number of people who now have
appeared on Facebook to do
thought for the day. Where age
is no barrier. Church should
reproduce not simply through
people being born again but by
reproducing gifting and
opportunity.

The Pentecostal/Charismatic
movement is one of the fastest-
growing trends in World
Christianity today, and it has
been for some time. This
movement grew from 58 million
in 1970 to 656 million in 2021.

Chosen to Reproduce

When we consider the world
population between 1970 and
2021 increased by 107% and
when we recognise that the
Pentecostal / Charismatic
movement in the same time
span increased by 1131%,
I think we can say that we are
chosen to reproduce.
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Week One: Chosen to be Family

Ephesians 1:4-6
4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the
world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In
love 5 he predestined us for adoption to
sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with
his pleasure and will – 6 to the praise of his
glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the
One he loves. (New International Version – UK)

My Notes

THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH is a glorious reality. We
enter by faith in Christ. But it is invisible. It is not yet
complete. Its first meeting is yet to take place. No
man can lay his hand on it.

THE LOCAL CHURCH - this too is a glorious reality.
We enter by commitment and responsibility. It is
visible; it enables the world to see Christ at work
through his visible body. William Gurnall said, "The
church is nothing but Christ displayed."

The Church is God’s
family; it is not an
established hierarchy
neither is it a building. The
New Testament word
translated church should
really be translated
assembly or congregation.

The two aspects used in
the New Testament are
the universal church and
the local church.
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The following scriptures show these
two different aspects; you might like
to underline the scriptures that refer
to the local church.

Heb.12:22-23. Rev.3:1 1 Cor.1:2. 2
Thess. 1:1 Matt.16:18. Col. 4:16
Matt.18:17. Rev.2:1 Rev.2:8.
Rev.2:18. Most of the references in
the New Testament to the church
refer not to the invisible universal
church but to the visible local church.

The local church is important for a practical Christian lifestyle. When a
person becomes a Christian, they need (a) not only to repent and
believe (that will get him to heaven), but (b) also to join himself to the
local church, for a Christian is intended by God to live in fellowship with
other Christians. Family is God’s purpose in natural life and 'family' is
his purpose in spiritual life.

There are various models for church Our model for the church is family
and family is the telescope that brings all the bible illustrations of
church into focus, thereby enabling us to better understand and
appreciate them. But not all churches use family as their blueprint for
the church. In fact, the models most used in the church are the Military
model or the Business model.

The Military model speaks of a
hierarchy - general, colonel,
captain, sergeant, corporal, and at
the bottom the private. The task is
vital, people expendable, casualties
inevitable. The Military model looks
for enemies to fight and creates
heroes, personality cults. It
excludes those who don't obey.



The Business model speaks of managing people - creates experts
that make others feel inadequate. It struggles with change and often
rejects it. It defines change as an alteration in style and presentation.
The task is vital, with success and failure being the benchmark of a
person’s worth. It dismisses the failures and promotes the successful.
It looks for markets to compete in and others to compete against, the
outcome being rivalry, division.
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The One-man Band model speaks of the
pastor doing and being everything in the
church. The pastor leads the worship, the
pastor preaches, the pastor prays for the
sick, the pastor drives the minibus and
makes the tea. Everyone is stifled
including the pastor. Everyone except the
pastor is expendable, no one is given
opportunity to develop his or her ministry
or reach maturity. The Sunday service
becomes a pastoral function, leading to a
performance driven church.

The Institutional model speaks of the
impersonal, where there is a clergy /
laity divide that restricts the function
of members. Relationships are at
best shallow and no one takes
responsibility for things. The church
is seen as bigger than the local
body, it is universal church thinking
rather than kingdom. Loyalty and
commitments are only temporary
and if someone were to leave no
one really notices. In fact,
commitment is seen as radical and
loyalty old fashioned and
unnecessary. The Sunday service
becomes a duty that is stoically
endured.



My Notes
All of these models can exist without God. All are
fundamentally flawed.

When we look at the family model we can say:
Family is team, it works together so that everyone
achieves more.

Family is together, it is there in the good times and
the difficult times. It is there for each other in
changing times.

Family is teachable, love becomes the rule and
caring and supporting one another becomes the
norm.
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1 Peter 2:9
But you are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special
possession, that you may declare the praises of
him who called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light. (NIV – UK)

Week Two: Chosen to be Special

My Notes

When we come together in Christ as members of
his body, part of his family, working to reconcile
God and man. We are church.

YOU ARE not you will be or could be, you are:
a) God’s special possession, a Royal Priesthood
These words are a direct quotation from Exodus
19:6, “you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a
holy nation”.  This means that every member of
God’s kingdom is a priest. The substitution, there-
fore, of “royal priesthood” for “kingdom of priests”

Christians sometimes speak
of “the priesthood of all
believers”. In Old Testament
times, people could not
approach God directly. A
priest acted as an
intermediary between God
and sinful people. With
Christ’s victory on the cross,
that changed. Now we come
directly into God’s presence
without fear and we are even
given the responsibility to
bring others to him.



brings out more clearly the personal relation to the Personal King. But if
the writer had said” royal priests,” the notion of organisation would have
slipped out of sight altogether.
b) A chosen people, a holy nation

William Barclay suggests that “Peter uses a whole series of phrases
which are a summary of the functions of the Church. He calls the
Christians "a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a people dedicated to
God, a nation for him specially to possess."”

Every member has a role to play in the church.
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c) God’s Lighthouse
‘You are the light of the
world. A town built on a hill cannot
be hidden.
Matthew 5:14

The church is not the true light, that
is Jesus. Yet we can give light to
others so they can find peace in their
troubled sea.

From the song “My Lighthouse”
In my wrestling and in my doubts
In my failures You won't walk out
Your great love will lead me through
You are the peace in my troubled sea, oh
oh
You are the peace in my troubled sea.
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Each of us shining bright for Jesus. No matter what age or gender or
background. I remember:

TOGETHER FOR GOD INDIA MISSION 2003.

This mission under Bishop Francis Jackson was the first to hold Christian
meetings in a public building for five years after a ban in Mysore. It
happened on 16th – 19th July 2003.

We were blessed to be able to hire Mysore City Hall, with many city
councillors attending. The conference was called “The Peace
Convention.”

On the 20th July 2003 preaching in local churches in Mysore. Our church
(family) sent a mission to bring light and life. I think that is special.

Mysore City
 Hall
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My NotesColossians 3:12
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.
(NIV-UK)

We should clothe ourselves in the garments of
Christian grace, because we are a chosen people,
dearly loved by God.

You were chosen to be dearly loved so that you can
love others dearly.

Scripture tells us, “We love because
he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19 NIV-UK.

Week 3: Chosen to be Dearly
Loved

 a) Put on compassion, kindness
There is kindness (chrestotes, Gk). Trench calls this
a lovely word for a lovely quality. The ancient writers
defined chrestotes  as the virtue of the man whose
neighbour’s good is as dear to him as his own.

Preaching at
the Arise
Women’s
Conference
on Saturday
12th July
2003 in
Bangalore



Josephus uses it as a description of Isaac, the man who dug wells
and gave them to others because he would not fight about them
(Genesis 26:17-25). It is used of wine which has grown mellow with
age and lost its harshness. It is the word used when Jesus said, "My
yoke is easy." (Matthew 11:30). Goodness by itself can be stern; but
chrestotes is the goodness which is kind, that type of goodness which
Jesus used to the sinning woman who anointed his feet (Luke 7:37-
50). No doubt Simon the Pharisee was a good man; but Jesus was
more than good, he was chrestos. It is that quality of kindness which
is completely altruistic. The Christian is marked by a goodness which
is a kindly thing.

things. First, on the divine side, it is based on the awareness of our
humanity. God is the Creator, man the creature, and in the presence of
the Creator the creature cannot feel anything else but humility. Second,
on the human side, it is based on the belief that all men are the sons of
God; and there is no room for arrogance when we are living among
men and women who are all of royal lineage.
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Praying for
a Pastor at
the Peace
Conference
Mysore
19th July
2003

b) Put on humility

It has often been said that
humility was a virtue
created by Christianity. In
classical Greek there is
no word for humility which
has, not some tinge of
servility; but Christian
humility is not a cringing
thing. It is based on two
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Friendship Club

Meetings

Camera Club

Welcomes you back!

Tuesday 5th July at
7.30pm in the church



Prayer focus

“Pray passionately in the Spirit, as you constantly
intercede with every form of prayer at all times. Pray
the blessings of God upon all his believers. And pray
also that God’s revelation would be released through
me every time I preach the wonderful mystery of the
hope-filled gospel. Yes, pray that I may preach the
wonderful news of God’s kingdom with bold freedom at
every opportunity.” Ephesians 6:18&19 TPT

1. Try to make prayer a priority this month.

2. Pray God’s blessings on all at Watton Pentecostal
Church.

3. Pray for revelation for those who are leading and
preaching.

4. Pray for opportunities for us to freely share the
wonderful news of God’s Kingdom, with boldness.

5. Pray for the Forge men’s breakfast on 2nd. July.

If you are able please join us at the Prayer Meetings at
the Church at 9,30am. On Mondays 4th and 18th July.
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c) Put on gentleness and patience.

There is gentleness (praotes, Gk). Long ago
Aristotle had defined praotes as the happy mean
between too much and too little anger. The man
who has praotes is the man who is so self-
controlled, because he is God-controlled, that he
is always angry at the right time and never angry
at the wrong time. He has at one and the same
time the strength and the sweetness of true
gentleness.

There is patience (makrothumia). This is the spirit
which never loses its patience with its fellow-men.
Their foolishness and their unteachability never
drive it to cynicism or despair; their insults and their
ill-treatment never drive it to bitterness or wrath.
Human patience is a reflection of the divine patience
which bears with all our sinning and never casts us
off.

The Christian has already put the new self. Now it is
important for the Christian to wear garments fitting
and in keeping with our new nature.

My Notes
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If we think about compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience, as something to wear. They are something to be seen not
only in the everyday things that Christian experience but also in
extreme situations that we face.

Therefore, before we put on our spiritual armour in the morning let us
clothe the new self with the garments of compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience.



3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: do not think
of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of
yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God
has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one
body with many members, and these members do not all have the
same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body,
and each member belongs to all the others. Romans 12:3-5

We now look at the commitment of individual members, to a lifestyle of
responsibility to Jesus and to the church. That is to pledge and align
ourselves to act and decide on one's own without supervision to uphold
the responsibilities of membership in our everyday life by the grace of
God.

Responsibility of belief
Responsibility of personal devotions
Responsibility of integrity
Responsibility of loyalty
Responsibility of togetherness (Unity)
Responsibility of hospitality
Responsibility of finance
Responsibility of service
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Week 4: Chosen for Service
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a) Practical Service. Every Christian has some
means of contributing actively to the life of the
church, some ability which can be for him a
means of obeying Paul's exhortation, "...serve
one another in love." (Gal.5:13).

After a short settling-in period, you will be
approached with a view to finding out how you
can serve. Here are a few of the possibilities -
there are more: Caretaker and cleaning,
administration, catering, children’s work and
crèche. Video recording, stewarding,
accountancy music and maintaining our online
presence.

We are in the church not primarily to receive but
to give. We shall receive, of course, but only in
proportion to our service. In fact, the best kind of

Serving the body is not an optional extra or a
responsibility to be fulfilled only when it is
convenient. Yet it must be remembered that the
freedom to serve is not a right of membership but
a privilege bestowed by the church leadership.
Jesus said "the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many." How much more should we
be willing to humble ourselves and serve others,
thereby following the example of Jesus.

My Notes



blessing is serving - "It is more blessed to give than to receive." (Acts
20:25). 1 Cor.14:12 - "Try to excel in gifts that build up the church."

Everyone can build up the church by some means, whether publicly or
unobtrusively. The practical person serving teas and washing up and
the person on the sound desk are both as important to the church as
the person who preaches. The visitation team of the church always
require helpers to serve the church.

b) Spiritual Service Ephesians 4:16 "... as each part does its work."
1 Corinthians12:7 "To each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given
for the common good."

1 Corinthians 14:26,31 - "When you come together, everyone has a
hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation.
All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church. ... For you
can all prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed and
encouraged."

Romans.12:6 "We have different gifts, according to the grace given us."

If you are to be part of this church, it is essential that you are willing to
have some input into the meetings - especially the Small Groups. The
emphasis on the words 'each' and 'everyone' in the above scriptures
should make it clear that there can be no sitting back in the meeting and
becoming a mere spectator.
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You may not have something to say at every Small Group meeting,
but as you are encouraged by the warm fellowship you will find that,
more often than not, you will have a contribution to make. When we
come together, each may have - a prayer, a tongue or interpretation,
a testimony, a word of instruction, a sharing of a bible portion which
has been a blessing, a prophecy, a vision, a song etc. As the Holy
Spirit leads he will bring contributions from this person, then from that
one, in such a way that the whole company is uplifted and blessed.

If you are the shy, quiet kind, the Lord will help you to overcome your
reticence. When that happens, your contribution will be a particular
blessing. Imagine an orchestra where some instrumentalists sat
through a concert and never played!
Imagine a gathering of a dozen Christians conducted by the Holy
Spirit where some opted out of contribution!
Prayerfully consider your responsibilities to the church and whether
you are willing to fulfilling them.

19



My Notes

Week 5: Chosen to be Helpful

Hebrews 10:24-25
Good News Translation
24 Let us be concerned for one another, to
help one another to show love and to do
good. 25 Let us not give up the habit of
meeting together, as some are doing. Instead,
let us encourage one another all the more,
since you see that the Day of the Lord is
coming nearer

This scripture gives us three examples of how to
strengthen and enable this team called family,
which is our church, through love.

a) Help one another in love
We are to help one another to show love and
to do good. We should be eager to learn from
one another and eager to help each other to
discover who we are chosen to be.
i) Our identity, who we are, together with our
strengths and weaknesses.

ii) Our role in the body of Christ, our gifting, our
ministry and how we can serve.



We must remember that helping someone in love is to want the best
for them. What they consider their best. True love serves others, it
forgives others and it truly helps others. Love doesn’t try to win the
argument, rather love wins the person that it is helping.

b) Encourage one another with love

The word encourage is defined as:
1. To inspire with hope, courage, or
confidence.

2. To give support to; foster: policies
designed to encourage private investment.

3. To stimulate; spur: burning the field to
encourage new plant growth.

The writer is saying that each of us should with our God-given love
inspire, support and stimulate those around us to grow and move
forward in their calling, remembering we were chosen for a purpose that
fits into God’s plan for the universe.

c) Meet together to share in his love

The writer of Hebrews doesn’t see us
meeting together religiously as an
obligation but rather relationally out of
love.
This meeting together has 6 functions:

1. Greeting: Warmly welcoming
everyone.

2. Praise: a way to strip away the
worries of the week by focussing on
God and praising him for all he has
done.
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My Notes
3. Communion: remembering what Jesus has
done for us personally because of his love for
us.

4. Worship: Drawing close and appreciating our
intimate relationship with the Father who loves
us.

5. Teaching: A time to be strengthened and
guided by the wisdom and truth of the word of
God shared in love.

6. Fellowship. A time to eat and drink together
and share our current experiences with those
we love and who love us.

John recorded what Jesus said to his disciples
nearly 2000 years ago. And it still applies to us
today.

John 13:34-35
34 ‘A new command I give you: love one
another. As I have loved you, so you must
love one another. 35 By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.’ (NIV – UK)
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What is love? Well, I would say it is something we aspire to and that
with Jesus’ help and encouragement sometimes achieve through his
love.

4 Love is very patient and kind, never jealous or envious, never
boastful or proud, 5 never haughty or selfish or rude. Love does
not demand its own way. It is not irritable or touchy. It does not
hold grudges and will hardly even notice when others do it
wrong. 6 It is never glad about injustice, but rejoices whenever
truth wins out. 7 If you love someone, you will be loyal to him no
matter what the cost. You will always believe in him, always
expect the best of him, and always stand your ground in
defending him. I Corinthians 13: 4-7 TLB)
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3rd July  Chosen to be Family

10th July Chosen to be Special

17th July Chosen to be Dearly Loved

24th July Chosen for Service

31st July Chosen to be Helpful


