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The Easter “holidays” will be
here shortly, and they have
become big commercial
business, with us buying
chocolate eggs, decorations,
cards without all that extra food
we will buy!

Easter means more than this to
those of us who are Christians, it
is the time when we celebrate
the death and resurrection of our
Lord. A time to reflect and
rejoice in. To reflect on what
Jesus has done for us, how he
died a brutal death on the cross
to take away our sins and to
reunite us with Father God. Also,
to rejoice that He rose from the
grave and is with us now.
Hallelujah!

Easter

Over the next 4 weeks we are
going to be looking at
prophecies from the Old
Testament which are fulfilled
in the Easter story.

So let us first look at the word
prophecy, what does it mean
in the bible? To make
predictions, to make inspired
declarations of what is to
come, to speak as a mediator
between God and humankind
or in God’s stead. Before
Jesus was even born there
were more than 300
prophecies recorded, telling of
his coming, his life, his
journey, and his powerful
resurrection. This is the word
of God that was given to
people to foretell the coming
of the promised Messiah.

JESUS IS ALIVE!!

Written by Terrie Thomas
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Week 1: Palm Sunday

Palm Sunday, the start of the Easter story,
derives its name from the palm branches that
were waved by the crowds of people and strewn
in the path of Jesus as he entered Jerusalem for
the Passover riding on a donkey. The crowds
were happy, celebrating they believed that the
promised Messiah had come to save them from
the Romans.

My Notes

Matt. 21 v.4-10 NIV
“This took place to fulfill what was spoken through
the prophet: “Say the Daughter of Zion, see, your
king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey!” The disciples went
and did as Jesus had instructed them. They
brought the donkey and the colt, placed their
cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. A very
large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while
others cut branches from the trees and spread
them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of
him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to
the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest!”

The Triumphant Entry

Zech. 9 v.9 NIV
“Rejoice greatly, Daughter
Zion! Shout Daughter
Jerusalem! See your king
comes to you, righteous
and victorious, lowly and
riding on a donkey, on a
colt, the foal of a donkey.”
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The first week of our study has a
prominent character, a character who
is a donkey, so what is the
significance of this donkey? In 2022
we don’t see many people riding
donkeys around Watton! But riding a
donkey in bible times or even now in
some Eastern countries isn’t that
unusual.

The people were jubilant, excited that God
had finally sent the king who would free
them from Roman tyranny. But the problem
was that the people were wearing glasses
that prevented them from seeing what was
truly happening, they didn’t understand what
God was truly doing before their own eyes.

The final week of Jesus’ life began with a
parade of honour. As he entered Jerusalem
people were throwing their coats on the
ground, laying palm branches shouting
“Hosanna”; by the end of that week they
would be shouting “crucify him, crucify him”.

Jesus entered Jerusalem riding a donkey; the people felt that he
had come as a king, a conqueror of the Romans and the Saviour
of the Jews; they thought this was the man who had been
prophesied about for many years. We might have expected Jesus
to come riding a magnificent warhorse, as this was how
conquerors usually entered a city, ready to overthrow the
Romans, to save the Jews, but instead Jesus came riding a
donkey, a symbol of peace, humbleness, and gentleness.



My NotesJesus was different

God’s plan was completely different to what the
people were expecting. Jesus didn’t fit their mould.
In John 15;18-19 TPT “Just remember, when the
unbelieving world hates you, they first hated me. If
you were to give your allegiance to the world, they
would love and welcome you as one of their own.
But because you won’t align yourself with the
values of this world, they will hate you. I have
chosen you and taken you out of the world to be
mine.”

The people were looking for a political answer to a
spiritual problem. They were expecting a Messiah
who was a warrior, and who would lead them to
freedom from the Romans. The people wanted
him to say or do one thing, but he would often say
or do the opposite. They asked for assurance on
laws and rules, but Jesus made it about the heart,
they wanted a warrior, but they got a king of peace
and gentleness. He wasn’t interested in a revolt,
his plan was way bigger than a revolt against the
government. That may have been what the people
were thinking but once they realized that he wasn’t
going to fit their mould, once they realized he
wasn’t going to bring them freedom from the
Romans, they hated him for it.
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Jesus would not be the person they wanted him to be, he was and is
the Son of God, he didn’t fit their mould. In the same way, we can’t fit
into the mould of the world around us. It’s important not to think that we
are better or superior to the unsaved. We are not here on our own
merit, and perhaps sometimes we need to remember that we did
nothing to earn the salvation that we now enjoy. But because we have
accepted that forgiveness, because we have been given that salvation,
we are no longer a part of the world, we can’t be. We must be different.
We are called to be different.
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No Compromise

Jesus was not willing to compromise God’s will. We know that Jesus
was fully God, but he was also fully human. He knew what was going to
happen to him, in the garden of Gethsemane before he was going to be
crucified, he prays to God, and we are told that he sweat drops of
blood. He was terrified.

In Luke 22.42 TPT Jesus’ prayer is: “Father if you are willing, take this
cup of agony away from me. But no matter what, your will must be
mine.”

On Palm Sunday, Jesus could have assumed the throne and become a
King and avoided the cross. But he didn’t. Even though he was terrified
of what was to come, he submitted to God’s plan, he was unwilling to
compromise even slightly.
The challenges we face pale in comparison to what Jesus had to face;
we should never feel that he doesn’t know what we’re going through.
Jesus didn’t compromise, he went to the cross for each one of us.
There should be no compromises when it comes to his will for our lives,
and for his church.
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Where are the answers?

In Psalm 22 v.1 TPT it says, “My God, My God why
have you forsaken me?” and then in Matthew 27v.
46 TPT it says, Jesus shouted with a mighty voice
in Aramaic “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” – that is
“My God, My God, why have you deserted me?”

Week Two: Where are the Answers

My Notes

First step - be honest

The first step when God seems silent – is to be
honest, he knows anyway everything that is
happening in your life, it won’t be a shock to him.
Tell God how you are feeling, whatever you are
feeling – rejected, angry, hurt, grieved – he can
take it, he won’t leave you, he will never leave you.

When we have a relationship with Jesus it is what
sustains us through pain and suffering. When we
choose not to turn to him in our trials, we magnify
our pain. We can be angry with God, tell him we
are frustrated, fed up, we don’t know what’s
happening to us, but we must be wary of
hardening ourselves into responding with silence
to what we see is his silence.
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David writes in Psalm 62 v1 & 8 TPT “I stand silently to listen for the one I
love, waiting as long as it takes for the Lord to rescue me. For God alone
has become my Savior. Join me, everyone! Trust only in God every
moment! Tell him all your troubles and pour out your heart-longings to
him. Believe me when I tell you-he will help you!”

Whatever you are facing bring it to
the Lord. Speak to him, be honest
before him. Trust that he hears you,
take refuge in his faithfulness, and
know that behind every heavy
silence is a mighty God who loves
you.

When God is Silent
When we read the whole of Psalm
22, we can see it gives an amazingly
accurate description of the suffering
the Messiah would endure hundreds
of years later on the cross. And this
is quite amazing as in David’s time
crucifixion was not used as a
method of killing people.

There is no way to deny the fact that it points to God’s promised
Messiah. The psalm even predicts Jesus’ precise words he utters from
the cross, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” David vividly
described the excruciating pain of the crucifixion down to the minute
details; the piercing of Jesus’ hands and feet, the taunting by the crowd,
and the soldiers gambling for his robe.

Jesus knew what it was to have his prayers not answered. Jesus cried
out these words, He was in great pain and anguish, and there is a sense
in which it means exactly what Jesus said – God the Father abandoning
his Son to serve as the atonement for sin so that we would ultimately
never be abandoned. He is taking on the sins of the world, he is dying
two deaths, one as a man, and the other for us, He is taking our sin upon
himself.



David is a man in great distress, he is pouring his troubles out to God,
and getting no response. Jesus on the cross feels abandoned, alone.
Have you been there, can you identify with him? Perhaps when God is
silent, we are just missing the answer, drowning it out with constant
noise, watching television, listening to music, looking at self-help books,
they all have their place, and none are wrong.

But sometimes God wants us to be quiet before him, to listen, to read
our bibles where he often speaks to us. And he will speak in a still, small
voice that can easily get drowned out when we are listening to
everything else around us.
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It can be very hard when we pray in earnest, when we cry out to God
for answers to our prayers, and there seems to be no answer.

At times God seems to be so far in
the distance.
At times he even seems to turn a
deaf ear to our prayers.
At times he remains silent and keeps
us waiting for what we feel is urgent
and important.
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I read a story of a man who lost a valuable watch
in an icehouse. All his fellow workers diligently
searched the icehouse looking for the watch.
They combed every inch of it, but they couldn’t
find it. A little boy, hearing about their search,
during lunch hour slipped into the icehouse and
quickly emerged with the watch. All of the men
were amazed, and they said, “how did you find
it?” and he said, “well I simply went to the
icehouse, closed the door, laid down quietly on
the floor, and then I began to listen. After a while,
l could hear the tick, tick, tick of the watch. . . .”

Are you rushing around looking for the answer
everywhere, but forgetting to listen for the still
small voice? David was obviously enduring some
great trial, but through his suffering he gained
victory. Throughout Psalm 22 we can see Jesus
was to suffer great physical and emotional pain,
but the story doesn’t finish there, Jesus gained
victory over death on the cross, he rose again.
Over this Easter time why not take time to listen
to God, to put aside distractions and focus on
him?

My Notes
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UPCOMING
EVENTS

2022

20-22 
May.

Arise
 Ladies

Weekend

Conference

5th June.
Big Jubilee

Lunch

 3 rd AprilBaptismService

2022 is shaping up to be an
exciting year! God is on the
move and increase is coming
(Isaiah 54:2-3). Join us for these
exciting events and every
Sunday.

12th June

Dedication

Service
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Friendship Club

Meetings

Camera Club

Welcomes you back!

Tuesday 1st April at 8pm
in the church



Prayer focus

This month we're staying with the passage in Isaiah 54:2-3;
please read it to encourage yourselves.

I want to look particularly at the phrases "Hold nothing back!
Make the tent ropes longer and the pegs stronger. You will
increase in every direction." This is a promise from God!!! So
let's pray:

1. Thank God for the increase that's coming - we need to
strengthen our resolve and see the increase with our spiritual
eyes as we reach out with the various events that we have
planned.

2. Pray for the people who came to the baptism service that they
will have a heart response and want to know more about Jesus.

3. Pray for the Arise weekend 20th-22nd May - we have 8 places
to be filled. This may seem impossible to us but our God is the
God of the impossible - he owns the cattle on a thousand hills!!!
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My NotesEaster Sunday is the day that the Christian Church
has set aside to remember and celebrate the
resurrection of Jesus, and of course we do this each
Sunday of the year. Yet there is one day each year
when we particularly remember the resurrection of
Jesus.

Week 3: Easter Sunday

The fact is Jesus is not in prison; he is risen!

But what does that mean for us? Let us look at 3
benefits of Jesus’ resurrection.

1. Forgiveness

The bible says in Romans 4 v.25 TPT “Jesus was
handed over to be crucified for the forgiveness of our
sins and was raised back to life to prove that he had
made us right with God.”

Psalm 22 gives us a
prophetic portrait of the
Cross, and in Psalm 16 v.
9-11 of the resurrection.
There is a story of a
teacher in a Sunday
school class who asked
her young children what
the angel said to the
woman at the tomb, who
came looking for Jesus.
One little girl raised her
hand and proudly said,
“He is not here, he is in
prison!”
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The message was relayed across England and the nation was gripped
with discouragement and defeat. Hours later, the fog lifted, and the
entire message came through: “Wellington defeated the enemy!”
Discouragement was banished and the nation rejoiced in the good
news.

Perhaps this story illustrates the state of mind of the disciples when
Jesus died. Jesus had made the claim that he was God. The disciples
didn’t expect it to end like this, with him being crucified. Three days
later, Easter Sunday morning, came the  resurrection, three days after
Jesus was buried, he rose physically and bodily from the grave. Then
the entire message came through; “JESUS DEFEATED THE ENEMY”.

If we see Jesus as merely dying on the cross and being buried in the
tomb, there is no hope and forgiveness for us. It is his resurrection
that gives us the assurance that Jesus has overcome death and won
a great victory for his people. It is the resurrection that makes all the
difference and puts us right with God.

After the battle of Waterloo in June 1815 all England was waiting for
news about the outcome of the campaign. Of course, this was long
before the telegraph, telephone or television, watchers were stationed
along the coast to read the semaphore signals from the first returning
vessels. It was a cloudy, foggy day but, finally, one watcher spied a
sailing ship beginning to signal a message. The message read;
“Wellington defeated” and then the fog closed in again.



2. Power for Today

The resurrection of Jesus not only guarantees
forgiveness for past sins, it also guarantees power
for present daily living. Because Jesus is a living
Saviour, he is a Saviour who can empower us to
live each day for him. Philippians 4.13 NIV “I can
do everything through him who gives me
strength.”

There is a story of a Pastor whose wife collapsed
on Good Friday and was rushed into hospital as
she was having a heart attack. The Pastor was in
his own kind of darkness, as he thought of the
unthinkable. On the Saturday she had another
attack, and they didn’t offer much hope.
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When Jesus died on the cross, he paid the
penalty for sin. When he died, he defeated Satan.
On the cross he conquered our enemy. The
resurrection was God saying, “Jesus I accept
your death as a substitute for sinners.” Because
of Jesus’ resurrection we can be confident that
God forgives us all our sin. There is no other way
to heaven except through Jesus. His death paid
the penalty for sin. His resurrection proved that
God accepted his death as a sufficient payment
for sin. His resurrection guarantees that God will
forgive us our sin when we sincerely and
wholeheartedly cry out to him for forgiveness.

My Notes



As he returned home, he remembered it
was Easter, and that in a few hours he
would be taking the service. He cried out
to God, “How can I celebrate Easter when
I am living in Good Friday?” A friend
phoned him just after he got in, and the
Pastor poured out his heart. The friend
said “You are not Christ, Jesus will give
you the power to lead your congregation
in a celebration of Easter, and your wife
loves you and she would want you to be
the best Pastor you can be.

Though the Pastor got barely 3 hours sleep that night, he discovered
that Jesus did indeed strengthen him the next day. He was able to
proclaim the Easter message “HE IS RISEN” with clarity, power, and
joy. It turned out the Pastor’s wife made a miraculous recovery and
together they discovered the power that Jesus gives for daily living.

Jesus’ resurrection guarantees power for daily living. No matter what
difficulty, no matter what the hardship, Jesus empowers his people for
daily living so that they can say with Paul “I can do everything through
him who gives me strength.”

3. Hope for future destiny

The resurrection guarantees hope for
our future destiny. If Jesus was not
raised from the dead, we would have
no hope for the future. But because
he is alive, we do have hope.

Jesus said to his disciples just before
he was crucified (John 14 v.1-2 TPT)
“Don’t worry or surrender to your fear.
For you’ve believed in God, now trust,
and believe in me also. My Father’s
house has many dwelling places. If it
were otherwise, I would tell you
plainly, because I go to prepare a
place for you to rest.”



In the footnotes of John 14 v.2 TPT it says, “there are many resting
places on the way to my Father’s house. Or there are many homes in
my Father’s household.” The Father’s house is also mentioned by
Jesus in John 2.16 where it is temple on earth, his dwelling place. This
is not just heaven, but the dwelling place of God among men.

There is ample room for people of every nation and ethnicity, room to
spare, for the church, the body of Christ, is now the house of God.
Every believer is now one of the many dwelling places that make up
God’s house. The day I asked Jesus into my life this verse was
preached, I can’t remember what was said, but I have never forgotten
this verse, it gave me a sense of belonging, of someone loving me so
much, and knowing that my destiny was safe, it would be with Jesus.

Remember this Easter week that Jesus didn’t stay on the cross, or in
the tomb, he rose and is alive and lives with each of us that know him
as our Lord and Saviour.
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We have seen how the writers in the books of the Old Testament
foretold the events of Jesus’ life and death, that there were over 300
prophecies recorded about Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection even
before he was born.

In Psalm 16 v.10 TPT “Because you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor will you let your holy one see decay.” David indicated that he
believed he would enjoy eternal life. Both Peter and Paul quoted this
Psalm in the New Testament, referring to it as a prediction of Jesus’
death and resurrection. Acts 2.25-28, 13.35-37. Psalm 16 is one of
many Psalms that looks forward in time to God’s promised One. And
when we view our situation through Jesus’ eyes, we perceive a strong
and sure hope for today.

Hope is powerful

Hope is more than a motivational thought, or a fading day-dream, hope
is a nothing-is-impossible-with-God firestorm refusing to be
quenched. It’s an awareness that God is expecting, looking, and
longing to show you his goodness, he has plans for your life.
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Week 4: Jesus is Our Hope
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Hope is what stabilizes your frantic thoughts and
emotions, it’s an awareness that there is no problem
big enough to keep God from rescuing you. Hope is
a positive expectation that something good is going
to happen to you because of God’s great goodness.
Hope also enables us to endure hardships and long
waiting periods, and God uses these times to
develop character and endurance in us.

Isaiah 40 v.31 NIV “But they who wait for the Lord
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with
wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary;
they shall walk and not faint.”

My Notes

How can we believe this when some days
unexplainable, undeniable things happen to us and
we think this is going to be a bad day!

Psalm 27 v.14 TPT “Here’s what I’ve learned
through it all; don’t give up; don’t be impatient; be
entwined as one with the Lord. Be brave and
courageous, and never lose hope. Yes, keep on
waiting-for he will never disappoint you!”



Stay focused

As God’s children we must stay focused on Jesus. After all, he is the
One whom we are following! Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice,
and I know them, and they follow me” John 10.27. We are to “follow
his steps” 1 Peter 2.22, then we need to pay attention to where his
steps lead us. Yes, it is “Follow the Leader” but it is not a game.
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On the occasion when Peter walked on the water toward Jesus, in
the beginning he walked with no problem. Every indication is that at
first, he was focused on Jesus and not the strong wind. However,
when Peter “saw the wind was boisterous,” his attention stayed on
the potential danger, and he was afraid (Matthew 24 29-30). Surely
a key lesson from Peter’s stroll on the water is for us to keep our
eyes focused on the Lord and not the storms of life.

Psalm 16 v.1-2 TPT “Keep me safe, O mighty God. I run for dear life
to you, my safe place. So, I said to the Lord God, “You are my
maker, my Mediator and my Master. Any good thing you find in me
has come from you.”

David knew and it is the same for us today, Jesus is our hope, He is
the One who keeps us safe and will continue to do so in the future.
When we keep our eyes on God, on Jesus, we stay focused, we will
find a place of refuge, a secure retreat, where we can flee when we
face attack or injury.



Living God’s plan

We have the assurance that the
circumstances of our lives are carefully
put in place for us by our loving
heavenly Father, that he is always with
us. Psalm 16 v.6-8, TPT “Your pleasant
path leads me to pleasant places. I’m
overwhelmed by the privileges that
come with following you, for you have
given me the best! The way you
counsel and correct me makes me
praise you more, for your whispers in
the night give me wisdom, showing me
what to do next. Because you are close
to me and always available, my
confidence will never be shaken, for I
experience your wrap around
presence every moment.

In Romans 8 28-29 TPT “so we are convinced that every detail of
our lives is continually woven together to fit into God’s perfect plan of
bringing good into our lives, for we are his lovers who have been
called to fulfill his designed purpose.”  We learn that God is working
through all the things that happen in our lives to conform us “to the
likeness of his Son.”

When we live a God-centered life, we respond to truth in 3 ways:
1. We delight in our God-given inheritance.
2. We thank God for being with us.
3. And we celebrate constantly – because our hope is in the

One who raised our precious Saviour Jesus Christ from the
dead, the hope that will last today, tomorrow, and forever.

Try to imagine the sense of hopelessness the unbeliever must feel
when facing a crisis situation. What difference does your faith in
Jesus make, both in good times and in bad?
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Easter

April 2022

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.

3rd April   Palm Sunday

10th April  Where are the Answers?

15th April   Good Friday Communuin Service
     at 11am

17th April  Easter Sunday

24th April  Jesus is our Hope


