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When people think of
compassion they think of
empathy or sympathy in a
sentimental or passive form.
Empathy being the ability to
imagine oneself in the condition
of another.

Sympathy being a general
kinship with another’s feelings.

Yet compassion is that deep
sympathy or empathy for others
combined with an urge to
alleviate their pain.

We live in a world where
compassion is less common.
Many people place themselves
and their family above any other
consideration. The sad reality is
that many people do not
possess compassion.

When we read the gospels, we
see the great compassion Jesus
has for mankind. We see that
our Lord and Saviour was
moved deeply in his inner being
by the needs of those around
Him.

Compassion

When Jesus saw the crowd of
ordinary men and women, he
was moved with compassion.
The word which is used for
moved with compassion is the
strongest word for pity in the
Greek language. It describes
the compassion which moves
a man to the deepest depths
of his being to action. In the
gospels, apart from its use in
some of the parables, it is
used only of Jesus.

As we look at the passages in
our study we see that Jesus
had compassion on a
mankind that was lost and
lonely, sick and sad, hungry
and hopeless.

He brought healing, hope,
friendship and family to a
hurting world. He chose to
love people and acted upon
that love.
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Week 1: COMPASSION FOR THE
WEARY AND SCATTERED

But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved
with compassion for them, because they were
weary and scattered, like sheep having no
shepherd. Matthew 9:36 (NKJV)

When Jesus saw the multitude, we may ask what
did he see? He saw people like you and me but
they were weary, hungry and isolated (scattered).

C.J. Ellicott says “There is, however, an immense
preponderance of authority in favour of another
reading, which gives the passive participle of the
verb translated “trouble” in Mark 5:35, Luke 7:6,
and meaning literally “flayed,” and thence
figuratively “tormented, worried, vexed.” They
were not merely as sheep that have grown weary
and faint, hungry, looking up and yet not fed, but
were as those that have been harassed by the
wolf—the prey of thieves and robbers”.

My Notes

When today we look along
a busy High Street and see
the crowds shopping we
may think they are OK but
we must learn to look with
spiritual eyes, to see
beyond the facades of
culture and religiosity at a
people unaware and
unenlightened.
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Matthew 9:37-38 (NKJV) Then he
said to his disciples, "The harvest
is great, but the workers are few.
Therefore, pray to the Lord of the
harvest to send out workers for his
harvest."

When Jesus and the orthodox reli-
gious leaders of his day looked on
the crowd of ordinary men and wom-
en, they saw them in quite different
ways. The Pharisees saw the com-
mon people as chaff to be destroyed
and burned up; Jesus saw them as a
harvest to be reaped and to be
saved. The Pharisees in their pride
looked for the destruction of sinners;
Jesus in love died for the salvation of
sinners.

But here also is one of the great Christian
truths and one of the supreme Christian
challenges. That harvest will never be
reaped unless there are reapers to reap it.
It is one of the blazing truths of Christian
faith and life that Jesus Christ needs
people.

When he was upon this earth, his voice
could reach so few. He was never outside
Palestine, and there was a world which
was waiting. He still wants people to hear
the good news of the gospel, but they will
never hear unless other men will tell them.
He wants everyone to hear the good news;
but they will never hear it unless there are
those who are prepared to cross the seas
and the mountains, the road and the room
to share the good news to them.



My Notes
Get Equipped

If we think of a farm worker who had no training
and no experience driving a combine harvester
down a busy street to the next field, we would be
horrified.

It is the same for Christians we need to equip
ourselves to be able share the good news, pray for
people and to lead people to Christ.

As You Go
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All
authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. 19 Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptising them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you. And surely
I am with you always, to the very end of the
age.’ (Matthew 28:18-20)

The word “go” could be translated “as you go” or
“as you live your life.”

This commission of Jesus is not for the few but
rather for every believer. We do not need to travel
to the ends of the earth to be a missionary rather
we can be a missionary in our home town, in our
work place. Being a missionary is a state of heart.
It is a compassion that is ready to act.
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Make Disciples

It is the dream of Christ that everyone should be a missionary and a
reaper.

The beauty of being part of an active church is that everyone can play
a role, it may be:

Praying for the workers
Preaching the Gospel
Presenting the Gospel
Pastoring and teaching new believers

Our activity will reveal our compassion for those in need.
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And when Jesus went out He saw a great
multitude; and He was moved with compassion
for them, and healed their sick. (Matthew 14:14)

In such a thickly populated area it was not easy to
get away from people for any length of time. But it
was quiet on the other side of the lake, and at its
widest the lake was only 8 miles wide. Jesus'
friends were fisher folk; and it was not difficult to
embark on one of their boats and seek retirement
on the east side of the lake. That is what Jesus did
when he heard of the death of John.

There were three perfectly simple and natural rea-
sons why Jesus should seek to be alone. First, he
was human. Second, he needed rest. Third He was
never reckless. It was well to withdraw, lest too ear-
ly he should share the fate of John. He was seeking
rest for his body and strength for his soul in the
lonely places.

Week Two: COMPASSION FOR THE
SICK Matthew 14:14

My Notes
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But he was not to get it. It would be easy to see the boat set sail and to
deduce where it was going; and the crowds flocked round the top of the
lake and were waiting for him at the other side when he arrived. So Jesus
healed them and, when the evening came, he fed them before they took
the long road home. Few of Jesus' miracles are so revealing as this.

It tells us of the compassion of
Jesus. When he saw the crowds
he was moved with compassion to
the depths of his being. That is a
very wonderful thing. Jesus had
come to find peace and quiet and
loneliness; instead he found a
vast crowd eagerly demanding
what he could give. He might so
easily have resented them. What
right had they to invade his
privacy with their continual
demands? Was he to have no rest
and quiet, no time to himself at
all?

Wlliam Barclay tells us that “Jesus was not like that. So far from
finding them a nuisance, he was moved with compassion for them.
Premanand, the great Christian who was once a wealthy high-caste
Indian, says in his autobiography: "As in the days of old, so now our
message to the non-Christian world has to be the same, that God
cares." If that be so, we must never be too busy for people, and we
must never even seem to find them a trouble and a nuisance.

Premanand also says: "My own experience has been that when I or
any other missionary or Indian priest showed signs of restlessness
or impatience towards any educated and thoughtful Christian or
non-Christian visitors, and gave them to understand that we were
hard-pressed for time, or that it was our lunch--or tea--time and that
we could not wait, then at once such enquirers were lost, and never
returned again." We must never deal with people with one eye on
the clock, and as if we were anxious to be rid of them as soon as
we decently can.”



2. We can give our love. It has often been said that love is better felt than
‘telt’. There is a truth to this that goes beyond intellectual understanding.
When someone feels the compassion that Jesus displayed at the cross,
that he suffered to heal them and remove their short-comings, they
experience the love of God.
3. We can give the good news of salvation through Jesus.
John 3:16 a very well known scripture tells us “For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.” The Good News is for the whosoever, it is not
for workers to prioritise who can receive this gift of eternal life.
Jesus gave his time, his love and he gave of himself that people may
experience a personal relationship with God.
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In all that we do we should learn to have the compassion that Jesus
showed. What can we give in our everyday dealing with people?

1. We can give our time. God
cares for people. Therefore, we
should never be too busy for people,
and we should never appear to find
them a trouble and a nuisance.
People can easily see when
someone is disingenuous.
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Friendship Club

Meetings

Camera Club

Welcomes you back!

Tuesday 1st March at
8pm in the church



Prayer focus

It's wonderful that we've already seen increase in the church,
something to praise God for. This month we'll be continuing to
look at Isaiah 54 from the Passion translation and include verse
1: "Rejoice with singing, you barren one!" There's no doubt
we've been in a barren situation over the last two years but
spiritual barrenness is broken by the power of worship! So
please pray:

1. For our worship team who lead us so amazingly each Sunday
and for ourselves that our hearts will follow their lead and be
open to receive all that God has for us. Pray for his glory to be
manifest in the church.

2. Using the phrase "enlarge your tent and add extensions to
your dwelling", let us pray for the upcoming baptism service on
3rd April, that as we open the doors to those people who come
to that service, their hearts will be touched and they will
experience the love of God through us his people. Pray also for
those who are going to be baptised.

3. Pray that our congregation will break through the 40 barrier.
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My NotesNow Jesus called His disciples to Himself and
said, “I have compassion on the multitude,
because they have now continued with Me three
days and have nothing to eat. And I do not want to
send them away hungry, lest they faint on the
way.” (Matthew 15:32)

Week 3: COMPASSION ON THE
HUNGRY Matthew 15:32

Many scholars think that the feeding of the five
thousand and the feeding of the four thousand are
different versions of the same incident; but that is not
so. As we have seen, the date is different; the first
took place in the spring, the second in the summer.
The people and the place are different. The feeding
of the four thousand took place in Decapolis.
Decapolis literally means ten cities, and the
Decapolis was a loose federation of ten free Greek
cities. On this occasion there would be many
Gentiles present, perhaps more Gentiles than Jews.
It is that fact that explains the curious phrase
in Matthew 15:31 , "They glorified the God of Israel."

Please read Matthew 15:
29-39 The feeding of the
four thousand.
The wonder of this story is
that in these healings and
in this feeding of the
hungry, we see the mercy
and the compassion of
Jesus going out to the
Gentiles. We see a
symbolic foretaste that the
bread of God was not
confined to the Jews but
included the Gentiles.
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If we look at verse 31 “The people were amazed when they saw the
mute speaking, the crippled made well, the lame walking and the
blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel.”

What we see is the coming of God’s Kingdom breaks down all social
barriers and transforms all aspects of life. Jesus’ kingdom isn’t just a
spiritual reality. Our deepest needs and hungers are met and transformed.
The blessing of God continually moves those willing to admit their needs
and hunger to seek his righteousness.

My lighthouse, my
lighthouse
Shining in the darkness, I
will follow You
My Lighthouse, my
Lighthouse
I will trust the promise
You will carry me safe to
shore...
Safe to shore...

To the Gentile crowds this was a
demonstration of the power of the God of
Israel. There is another curious little hint of
difference. In the feeding of the five
thousand the baskets which were used to
take up the fragments are called ‘kophinoi;’
in the feeding of the four thousand they are
called ‘sphurides’. The ‘kophinos’ was a
narrow-necked, flask-shaped basket which
Jews often carried with them, for a Jew
often carried his own food, lest he should
be compelled to eat food which had been
touched by Gentile hands and was
therefore unclean. The ‘sphuris’ was much
more like a hamper; it could be big enough
to carry a man, and it was a kind of basket
that a Gentile would use.



3. Provision
Jesus provides for our needs; imagine the lame
man being able to walk again. Now he can go
from village to village not only to tell of what Jesus
has done but also to show what Jesus has done.

Through Jesus we are able to eat and be
strengthened for our journey in life.
No wonder these Gentiles shouted praise to the
God of Israel, for they had seen things never before
imagined.
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Jesus is still able to heal broken lives. When we
come to Jesus he gives our lives:
1. Purpose
Many people sub-consciously ask the question
“why am I here?” They are looking for purpose
and identity. Jesus gives purpose to life and
enables us to live it to the full.
2. Power
We live in a time when people feel powerless.
These feelings of powerlessness cause people to
attack one another through social media and on
the street. Yet Jesus empowers people to live an
abundant life, meaning a life superior in quality,
beyond measure, superabundant.

My Notes



So Jesus had compassion and touched their eyes. And
immediately their eyes received sight, and they followed Him.
Here is the story of two men who found their way to a miracle. It is a
very significant story, for it paints a picture of the spirit and of the atti-
tude of mind and heart to which the most precious gifts of God are
open. Here are 5 lessons we can learn from the two blind men.

1. Take opportunities for prayer
These two blind men were waiting, and when their chance came they
seized it with both hands. No doubt they had heard of the wondrous
power of Jesus; and no doubt they wondered if that power might ever
be exercised for them. Jesus was passing by. If they had let him pass,
their chance would have gone by for ever; but when the chance came
they seized it.

There are a great many things which have to be done at the moment or
they will never be done. There are a great many decisions which have
to be taken on the spot or they will never be taken. The moment to act
goes past; the impulse to decide fades. After Paul had preached on
Mars Hill, there were those who said, "We will hear you again about
this" (Acts 17:32). They put it off until a more convenient time, but so
often the more convenient time never comes.
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Week 4: COMPASSION ON THOSE
SEARCHING Matthew 20:34
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2. Be persistent
 These two blind men were certainly persistent. Even
the crowd commanded them to stop their shouting;
they were making a nuisance of themselves. It was
the custom in Palestine for a Rabbi to teach as he
walked along the road; and no doubt those around
Jesus could not hear what Jesus was saying for all
the shouting. But nothing would stop the two blind
men; for them it was a matter of sight or blindness,
and nothing was going to keep them back.

It often happens that we are easily discouraged from
seeking the presence of God. It is the man who will
not be kept from Christ who in the end finds him.

My Notes

3. Act on the faith you have
These two blind men had an imperfect faith but
they were determined to act on the faith they had.
It was as Son of David that they addressed Jesus.
That meant that they did believe him to be the
Messiah, but it also meant that they were thinking
of Messiah-ship in terms of kingly and of earthly
power. It was an imperfect faith but they acted on
it; and Jesus accepted it.

However imperfect it may be, if faith is there,
Jesus accepts it.



4. No fear in prayer
These two blind men were not afraid to bring a great request. They
were beggars; but it was not money they asked for, it was nothing less
than sight.

No request is too great to bring to Jesus.

5.  Say thank you
These two blind men were grateful. When they had received the gift of
sight for which they craved, they did not go away and forget; they
followed Jesus.
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So many people, both in things material and in things spiritual, get
what they want, and then forget even to say thanks. Ingratitude is
the ugliest of all sins. These blind men received their sight from Je-
sus, and then they gave to him their grateful loyalty. We can never
repay God for what he has done for us but we can always be grate-
ful to him.

These five tips could transform your prayer life and enable you to see
deeper in all that God has for you. For God has plans to bring you
peace and prosperity and not disaster, he plans to bring about the
future you hope for.
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Arise
 Ladies
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5th June.
Big Jubilee

Lunch

 3 rd AprilBaptismService

2022 is shaping up to be an
exciting year! God is on the
move and increase is coming
(Isaiah 54:2-3). Join us for these
exciting events and every
Sunday.

12th June

Dedication

Service
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6th March  Compassion for the Weary and
     Scattered

13th March  Compassion for the Sick

20th March  Compassion on the Hungry

27th March  Compassion on those Searching


