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The Feast of Christmas
Written by Elaine Hubbard
When you think of Christmas
what comes to your mind?
Possibly roaring fires, carol
singing, presents under the tree,
cards, or Christmas dinner?
Maybe you imagine a time of
feasting and of celebration.
Christmas for me is all these
things and so much more. It is
one of my favourite times of the
year, because it is a time for
celebration, it is a time for family
and a time for giving. It is a time
to rejoice in all God has done.
Christmas is a feast of God’s
love, faithfulness, and promise. It
is an opportunity to gather and
share in God’s love, to remind
ourselves of Jesus’ sacrifice for us
and to be amazed by God’s plan
for salvation, for God had been
planning Jesus’ birth, life, death
and ultimately resurrection since
the beginning of time. It was and
still is the best gift ever freely
given.

This month, as we look forward
to celebrating Jesus’ birth let us
take the opportunity to focus
on the true and real meaning
behind the feast of Christmas.
Let us look at the feasts that
make up this joyous time, the
feasts of rejoicing, love, peace
and finally of promise. To
remember the beginning of
Jesus’ life but let us not leave
Him there in the manger in the
stable but take Him home in
our hearts with us. Let us
celebrate the joy of Christmas
and remember that the feast
never ends, for God’s love never
ends, never grows weary and
never fails.
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Week 1:The Feast of Rejoicing
Christmas is a time to rejoice, a time of rejoicing
together with family and friends. It is a time of joy,
of celebration, of happiness and of good tidings.
It is a joyous celebration and our joy overflows as
we come together to celebrate Jesus’ birth. This
week let us explore this feast of rejoicing, of joy
and of celebration. Let us examine who rejoices
over Jesus’ birth and how that feast continues.
The Angels Rejoiced
Then all at once in the night sky, a vast number of
glorious angels appeared, the very armies of
heaven! And they all praised God, singing:
“Glory to God in the highest realms of heaven!
For there is peace[a] and a good hope given
to the sons of men.” Luke 2:13-14 (TPT).
What a breath taking and beautiful sight this must
have been! The sky, I imagine, lit up and shone as
if the sun was high in the sky as the angels
appeared in all their glory. Not only this, but the
sound of angels worshipping God must have been
the most wonderful sound, a beautiful sight but
also more beautiful to hear than the most
wonderful piece of music ever composed.
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The angels came to announce Jesus’
arrival into the world, an announcement
better than any birth announcement
given in any paper ever. Proud parents
share the news of the arrival of a new
child eagerly and excitedly with family
and friends, they want the world to
hear that their bundle of joy has
entered the world, and God wanted the
world to hear that His Son arrived into
the world, that the rescue plan for
humanity was underway.
Jesus’ birth was a time of great
rejoicing in the heavens and the angels
were the first who wanted to share that
rejoicing with others.
The Shepherds and Wise Men fell at His Feet
The rejoicing did not stop with the angels, in fact the beautiful sight
of the angels rejoicing inspired others to seek out this new king. The
shepherds saw and heard the angels, they told the shepherds where
and how to find Jesus and they were inspired to go in search of Him.
They discovered Jesus, just as the angels said they would and the
feast of rejoicing continued with the shepherds.
Luke continues by telling us in
verse 17,18 (TPT) that, Upon
seeing this miraculous sign, the
shepherds recounted what had
just happened. Everyone who
heard the shepherds’ story was
astonished by what they were
told. They did not keep it to
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themselves but shared it, they passed on the joy
they had, they could not keep quiet, and others
heard of Jesus.
Yet, the feast of rejoicing did not stop then for the
shepherds, as they also took home with them the
joy they experienced and continued to rejoice. At
the end of this chapter Luke highlights that The
shepherds returned to their flock, ecstatic over
what had happened. They praised God and
glorified him for all they had heard and seen
for themselves, just like the angel had said.
Luke 2:20 (TPT), the rejoicing, the joy they had
experienced was not over, they continued to praise
God for what they had seen and heard.

Matthew also records that wise men visited Jesus
after following a star, a bright star that once again
had announced Jesus’ arrival in the world. The wise
men saw the announcement and knew what it
meant and followed it to worship the new king.
And on their way to Bethlehem, the same star
they had seen in the East suddenly reappeared!
Amazed, they watched as it went ahead of them
and stopped directly over the place where the
child was. And when they saw the star, they
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were so ecstatic that they shouted and celebrated with unrestrained
joy. When they came into the house and saw the young child with
Mary, his mother, they fell to the ground at his feet and worshiped
him. Then they opened their treasure chests full of gifts and
presented him with gold, frankincense, and myrrh Matthew 2:9-11
(TPT). They too experienced unrestrained joy, a joy that I imagine welled
up from inside them and spilled out into shouts of excitement and pure
joy.
The feast of rejoicing continued from the
angels, with the shepherds and the wise men
and because they rejoiced others heard and
discovered Jesus for themselves.
The Feast Never Ends
Let everyone everywhere shine with praise
to Yahweh![a]
Let it all out! Go ahead and praise him!
For he has conquered us with his great love,
and his kindness has melted our hearts.
His faithfulness lasts forever, and he will
never fail you.
So go ahead, let it all out!
Praise Yah! Psalm 117 (TPT)
The feast of rejoicing continues today, it
continues with each one of us as we
draw close to God and when we sing
praises to Him. At Christmas what a
perfect opportunity to remember why
we rejoice and why we should rejoice,
even when we may not feel like rejoicing.
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Paul wrote whilst he was in prison that we should Be cheerful with
joyous celebration in every season of life. Let your joy overflow!
Philippians 4:4 (TPT). Paul possibly did not feel like celebrating and maybe
found it hard to have joy overflowing because of his circumstances, how
could he when he was in such a dire situation and facing an uncertain
future? Yet Paul, despite where he was and because he too had
experienced the rejoicing of knowing Jesus was able to worship and
continue to rejoice in God and so should we!
We, as His people should not be silent, especially at this time of year, we
should not be shy about shouting out God’s praises. In fact, if we were to
be quiet Jesus tells us that “Listen to me. If my followers were silenced,
the very stones would break forth with praises!” Luke 19:40 (TPT). The
rejoicing of God will never end, it will never stop, and it will never be
silent. So this week, this month let us join in with the whole of creation
and rejoice, and again I say rejoice!
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Week Two: The Feast of Love
When I think about Christmas, it brings a smile to my
face, a warm feeling inside as I think of the love that
God showed each of us but also how we too can
share our love with one another. Christmas is a time
that reveals God’s amazing love for each one of us, it
is a feast of love that we can all take part in and
share. This week let us explore how God revealed His
love for us and how that love was poured out, so that
we can draw near to God.
God demonstrated His Love
Christmas is an opportunity to send gifts to those we
love to show them how much we care about them.
We spend time picking out the perfect gift that is for
them, wrapping it in gift paper or maybe a gift bag or
box and attaching a gift tag so that there is no
mistaking who the gift is for or from. We write a
message of love on the tag and maybe add a few
kisses, then we deliver the gift to the special person,
so that they know how much we love them. Imagine
if we take this much care over giving someone, we
love a perfect gift how much more care and attention
God gives when giving His children gifts. In Matthew
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those who ask him?” God loves us the most and he demonstrated how
much when He gave His one and only Son for each one of us.
For here is the way God loved the world—he gave his only, unique
Jesus Poured Out His Love
Jesus’ love has no end and His love
for us will never stop, never fail, and
never cease. Jesus gave up everything
for us when He stepped down from
glory and was born as a baby in a
humble stable. Paul wrote in
Philippians 2:6-8 (TPT) He existed in
the form of God, yet he gave no thought to seizing equality with
God as his supreme prize. Instead he emptied himself of his outward
glory by reducing himself to the form of a lowly servant. He became
human! He humbled himself and became vulnerable, choosing to be
revealed as a man and was obedient. He was a perfect example,
even in his death—a criminal’s death by crucifixion! What amazing
love is this, that Jesus would willingly choose to become a human
knowing the cost He would have to pay, in order to bring us back to
God and save each one of us. Jesus did not hesitate to give up His place
by God’s side for us, for you.
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The Feast Never Ends
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Tradition is that Christmas decorations should be
taken down and put away by the twelfth night after
Christmas Day and as we pack away Christmas let
us not pack away and forget the enormous love
that God poured out and continues to pour out on
us. Christmas demonstrates the love God and Jesus
have for us and this is the love feast of Christmas,
and this feast does not stop when we take the
Christmas decorations down and put them away
for another year, but the love poured out for us
continues for a lifetime and beyond and
Lamentations 3:22-23 (NLT) reminds us that,

The faithful love of the Lord never ends!
His mercies never cease.
Great is his faithfulness;
his mercies begin afresh each morning.
God’s love is never ending, it does not end when
Christmas is over but keeps on going. This week
remember that God loves you with an everlasting
love.
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Week 3:The Feast of Peace
Christmas can be a time of noise, busyness,
commotion and getting together, peacefulness and
quiet may not be the things that come to mind
straight away. Yet, Christmas does bring us a sense of
peace, of reassurance and of hope. The Hebrew word
for peace is shalom and means wholeness,
completeness, soundness, health, prosperity, and
safety. The peace of God is a wholeness for us both
physically and spiritually and this is the peace He
gives us. This week let us focus on the feast of peace
that God brings each one of us at this time of year.
The Prince of Peace
For a child is born to us,
a son is given to us.
The government will rest on his shoulders.
And he will be called:
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6
(NLT)
These verses foretold of
the birth of Jesus, the
promise that God had a
plan and one that He
shared long before
Jesus came into the
world. They revealed
Jesus’ mission, the
mission of bringing
peace to the world, to
us. If we remember
11
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Messages

Noah’s Ark Baby & Toddler Group
Hi all, Happy Christmas to you all! We
hopw to see you all very soon. Please
know we are working very hard to
reopen as soon as we can. We really
miss you all and can’t wait to see you all
love the Noah’s Ark Team xx

Friendship Club

Hi everyone, please come and
join us for refreshments and
chat. Our Christmas Party will
be on 10h December. Love
Terrie, Gra, Rachael and Jon
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Prayer meetings will be on Mondays 6th and 20th December,
9.30am to 10.30am in the church.

Please pray for health and protection for everyone in the church
as we come up to the festive season and for the various
Christmas events that are being planned.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year. We miss you all and we hope to
re open very soon. Ali & James
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PULSE
YOUTH GROUP

the meaning of the word peace, Jesus
came to bring a wholeness, safety, and
completeness. The peace that Jesus brings
is an abiding peace that cannot be taken
away.
Prince of Peace also highlights how Jesus’
purpose in coming was to restore our
relationship with God, to bridge the gap
between us that sin created. Jesus came to
restore our wholeness, by the forgiving of
our sins and completeness by restoring our
relationship with God through the
forgiveness of our sins. This means that we
can then have a lasting and meaningful
relationship with the Holy Spirit, who
dwells in us and guides us.
All Inclusive Peace
When we have that relationship with the Holy Spirit, this relationship
brings us peace and this peace encompasses all aspects of our life,
there are no areas that it does not touch. David knew the peace that
comes from knowing the Holy Spirit and following God. His life was at
times harsh, yet even at times of storms David held onto the peace God
gave him. Psalm 4 he wrote at a time of disaster in Israel and yet in
verse 8 he wrote that,
Now, because of you, Lord, I will lie
down in peace and sleep comes at
once,
for no matter what happens, I will
live unafraid! (TPT)
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My lighthouse, my
lighthouse
Shining in the darkness, I
will follow You
My Lighthouse, my
Lighthouse
I will trust the promise
You will carry me safe to
shore...
Safe to shore...

He had the peace of God no matter what
life threw at him and he would not live in
fear. Let us take hold of the peace of God
and let it permeate all aspects of our lives,
just as David had and we too will know the
peace of God that transcends all
understanding. A peace that we cannot
always explain, and that will not be
forgotten after the decorations have been
packed away for another year.
The inclusiveness of God’s peace not only
touches every part of our lives it is also for
everyone and a gift that is freely given.

In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul writes He brought this Good News
of peace to you Gentiles who were far away from him, and peace to
the Jews who were near. Now all of us can come to the Father
through the same Holy Spirit because of what Christ has done for
us. Ephesians 2:17-18 (NLT), highlighting this peace that Jesus brings is
for everyone, it is not just for a select group of people. The wholeness,
completeness and safety are for you, God’s gift of peace is for each one
of us, no one is left out or excluded.
The Feast Never Ends
Glory to God in highest heaven,
and peace on earth to those with
whom God is pleased. Luke 2:14
(NLT)
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When the angels announced the Saviour’s birth
they sang of peace on earth, a peace that those
who pleased God would know and have. For me,
the angels were announcing that Jesus was peace
and that this peace had arrived. They also gave
the promise of peace to those who chose to
follow Him, for by choosing Jesus we please God
and if we please Him we will know that eternal
peace, we will know Jesus.

“I leave the gift of peace with you—my peace.
Not the kind of fragile peace given by the
world, but my perfect peace. Don’t yield to fear
or be troubled in your hearts—instead, be
courageous! John 14:27(TPT).
Jesus promises us the gift of peace, His peace, a
peace that is perfect and everlasting. This peace
He speaks about gives us courage and strength,
to stand up, to follow Him, to face whatever may
come. Peace can feel quite fragile, but this is not
the peace that God promises us, it is not just a
peace for Christmas, but a peace that is
everlasting and cannot be broken. Christmas is a
time we pray for peace on earth, and Jesus is that
peace on earth.
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Week 4: The Feast of Promise

The Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold—the virgin will conceive
and give birth to a son and will name him God Among Us. Isaiah 7:14
(TPT)
Throughout the Old Testament Jesus’ birth was prophesised about and
the details of His birth were revealed so when God’s promised Messiah
was born there could be no doubt about who He was. When God
makes a promise, He will always keep it, He promised a Saviour, His
Son and here He was. The Bible is filled with God’s promises, the
promise of salvation, of hope, of love, of peace and each of these
promises God has made us are complete. This week as we celebrate
Jesus’ birth, let us celebrate and praise God for all His promises, for
these promises are not just for today, but for all eternity.
.
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Too many to choose from!
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The definition of a feast is a large meal, typically a
celebratory one and when I think of a feast what
comes to mind is the scene from a Muppets
Christmas Carol, when the Spirit of Christmas Present
appears in Scrooge’s bed chamber and the giant
muppet is surrounded by sumptuous amounts of
food and he is jolly and full of cheer. There is no
shortage of food or drink for the celebration, food
surrounds him, and it looks delicious, and I can
imagine the amazing aromas that fill the air! This is
what the promises of God are like, they surround us,
they are overflowing and there are no shortages!
Each of these promises is beautiful, their aroma is
amazing, and they envelop us, giving us strength to
nourish us. There are so many promises to choose
from, for every situation, for every eventuality and
each one is for you! The Bible is bursting with these
promises, and it is a really good idea to memorise
some of these promises, so that when you need
reassurance and strength you will be able to call to
mind the promises God has given you.
Christmas is a time of celebration and of gift giving.
A time to rejoice in who God is and what He has
done for us and to remind ourselves of the promises
He has given us. We should praise God for all He has
done and is doing for us. Christmas is an opportunity
to rejoice and thank Him for each fulfilled promise.
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His Promises are Yes and Amen
Every promise from the faithful God
is pure and proves to be true.
He is a wraparound shield of protection for all his lovers
who run to hide in him. Proverbs 30:5 (TPT).

If God says it, then it is true! God is honest and therefore every
promise He has made is true, you can take it to the bank and cash it, it
will never bounce, God never writes a cheque that is beyond His
means. This means we can put our trust in God, knowing that He will
never let us down, that what He says will happen and we do not need
to worry about it. God’s promises never fail, just as the Bethel song
reminds us,

I know Your thoughts
Your plans for me are good
I know You hold
My future and my hope
Your promises never fail
Your promises never fail
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Jesus’ birth was promised a long time before it happened, this did not make it untrue, it just happened
in God’s timing. It is good to remember that His
timing is perfect, and it may not be our timing. We
may have to wait for the perfect time for a promise
to be fulfilled but that promise is still true. Just as
the Israelites waited for God to lead them into the
Promised Land, so we should also put our faith and
trust in God to lead us into His promises for us.
The Feast Never Ends
As this month draws to a close and we look forward
to the New Year, let us remember that as we pack
away Christmas for another year, let us not pack
away Jesus and all the promises He has for us and
what He has done for us. Jesus is not just for
Christmas but is for life. A life that has so many
promises and those promises go beyond Christmas.

God’s promises that He has a plan for each one of
us, a hope, and a future. A future with Jesus is the
best promise, the best gift we could ever receive,
and it is yours! The feast of promises keeps going
and will never run out, never fail and never stop.
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There is a hymn that tells us to count our blessings name them one
by one and it will surprise you what the Lord has done. This week and
going forward, remember to count every blessing God has given you,
every promise, and every gift and as you do give God the glory and
the praise just as the angels did on that first Christmas. Tell others of
His faithful love and how you have encountered Him, just as the
shepherds did. Let us sing God’s praises now and for evermore.
Amen.
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