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A Closer Look at James
Written by Roger Pawsey
The letter of James has been
described as a practical guide to
Christian living. I think this
question sums it up, if there was
an investigation into your life
would there be enough evidence
to find you guilty of being a
Christian?

It was written around the time
of the Council of Jerusalem in
AD50, approximately AD49-50.
The only other letter written
before this council was
Galatians.

The early church struggled with
this letter and it was not included
in the bible until 397AD. There
have been disagreements over
who wrote the letter, when it was
written, who it was written to and
what it means. Let us try to
answer these questions.
The author is undoubtedly
James the brother of Jesus, who
has been described as the
practical apostle. He stands for
efficiency and consistency in life
and conduct. It is interesting to
note the salutation in the letters
in Act 15 and James 1 and that
this word greeting is used by no
other apostle in the New
Testament.
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Who was it written to? “To the
twelve tribes scattered among
the nations:” It has been said
that;
a) the Jerusalem Church had
become isolated and
segregated and had therefore
become too strict. Legalism and
pride had become their biggest
problem.
b) whereas the Jewish
believers scattered among the
nations faced the problem of
assimilation. Many were
embarrassed to be known as
Christians and were too lax in
their behaviour. Their problem
was greed, most of them had
left for business seeking to
become rich. They were
becoming too much like the
Gentiles.

We can see that the two letters of
James were written for the benefit of
Jewish believers everywhere; the letter
in Acts 15 was directed first at the
Jerusalem church group and secondly
to the diaspora. While the letter of
James was directed at firstly the Jews
of the diaspora and secondly to the
church group in Jerusalem.
Both letters enable the Christian to
enter and experience the realm of
practical Christianity. We can see the
problems this would have caused the
church and was described as;
1. It is the least theological writing in
the New Testament.
2. It was the least quoted book of the
early church fathers.
3. The absence of any reference to the
Gentile controversy.
James highlights the work of the Holy Spirit through the baptism in
fire in refining us and dealing with the rubbish in our lives; and once
removed from our lives we become more whole in that area. Instead
of being hampered or entangled or hindered by that problem area, be
it pride, addiction, immorality or simply wrong thinking, we can be
purified from it and released more fully into what God has for us, and
make no mistake God has the best for you and for me.
This refining process is called sanctification which naturally leads to a
life of good works (participation and service). These may be called
the fruits of sanctification. Good works are not perfect works, but
works that spring from the principle of love to God or faith in him, that
are done in conscious conformity to the revealed will of God, and
have as their final aim the glory of God. Paul actually says the same
thing, teaching what ultimately matters is “faith expressing itself
through love” (Gal. 5:6, NIV).
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WEEK 1: Greetings 1:1-4
James, a servant of God and of the Lord
Jesus Christ,
To the twelve tribes scattered among the
nations:
Greetings.
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,
whenever you face trials of many
kinds, because you know that the testing of
your faith produces perseverance. Let
perseverance finish its work so that you may
be mature and complete, not lacking anything.
(NIV)

James the man
James could have introduced himself as the
brother of Jesus, or head of the Jerusalem Church
but instead he humbly says that he is James a
bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.
James was not a believer even after the
crucifixion. Then something changed, he heard
that people had seen Jesus alive. Tradition says,
that he said that he would not eat or drink until he
saw Jesus himself. Jesus appeared to James after
three days and talked with him telling him he must
eat. James became a believer.
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Tradition also describes the death of James and
gives an insight into the man. It claims his success
in commending the messianic claims of Jesus
aroused the Jews to hostile action. Set on a
pinnacle of the temple, he was called on to publicly
deny the messiah-ship of Jesus. His reply was to
declare that he saw Jesus sitting on the right hand
of power and about to come on the clouds of
heaven. So they threw him down and stoned him
while he prayed, "I ask O Lord God and Father,
forgive them for they know not what they do."
Then a fuller's club was used to hasten his death
(AD62).

Faith Tested
As we understand the process of sanctification we
recognise that God is changing us. Only faith
arithmetic says, trials + testings + temptations =
JOY
We cannot know the depth of our character until we
see how we react in a time of testing. It is easy to
be kind or generous to those around us when
things are going well, but when those same people
are mistreating us we have to dig deeper.
We should see trials, testings and temptations as
opportunities to use our faith that brings joy to turn
these life experiences into a compost that helps
you to grow, blossom and become a fine fragrance
before God.
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Perseverance Proven
The word perseverance here is often translated patience and literally
means “to abide under”. It does not mean to passively wait but rather to
actively and persistently abide by being the you that God has called
you to be. The pressures of testing simply have the effect of
strengthening us, refining us and equipping us for the work that God
has called us to.
This process naturally leads us to a life of participation and service in
good works.
Maturity Manifests
These difficult experiences, if
approached with faith, will make our
faith stronger. Faith is often likened to a
muscle. As we exercise it, so it
becomes stronger and we become
more able.
Once we have victoriously negotiated
these life experiences, we are well
placed to help other people to come
through them. Although we can never
say, “I know what you’re going through”,
because we can never truly walk in
someone else’s shoes. We can say I
have been through this and with God’s
help …
The Living Bible asks the question.
“Is your life full of difficulties and
temptations? Then be happy, for when
the way is rough, your patience has a
chance to grow. So let it grow, and don’t
try to squirm out of your problems. For
when your patience is finally in full
bloom, then you will be ready for
anything, strong in character, full and
complete.” (James 1:2-4 TLB)
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Week Two: Listening and
Doing (1:22-24)
James wants believers to experience living the
Christian life for themselves in a real genuine and
meaningful way. If we imagine a car being our
lifestyle, on Sunday Jesus has the seat of honour in
the car, he is on full view. On Monday Jesus is
locked in the boot of the car out of sight and out of
mind, until next Sunday. Yet Jesus should be in the
driving seat of our lifestyle all week ensuring that we
keep on the right road. Where is Jesus in your
lifestyle?
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive
yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens
to the word but does not do what it says is like
someone who looks at his face in a mirror and,
after looking at himself, goes away and
immediately forgets what he looks like. (James
1:22-24 NIVUK)
James presents us with two of the vivid pictures of
which he is such a master.
First of all, he speaks of the man who goes to the
church meeting and listens to the reading and
expounding of the word, and who thinks that that
listening means he has a Christian lifestyle.
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He closes his mind to the fact that what is read and heard in Church must
then be lived out. It is still possible to identify Church attendance and
Bible reading with Christianity but this is to take ourselves less than half
the way; the really important thing is to turn that to which we have
listened to and agreed with into action.
Second, James says such a man is like one who looks in a mirror, sees
the dirt which marks his face and the dishevelment of his hair, and goes
away and forgets what he looks like, and so omits to do anything about it.

In his listening to the true word a man has revealed to him that which
he is and that which he ought to be. He sees what is wrong and what
must be done to put it right; but, if he is only listens, he remains just as
he is, and all his hearing has gone for nothing.
James reminds us that what is heard must be lived out--or there is no
point in listening at all. Here are three areas of lifestyle that James
refers to, why not see how you look in the mirror of his words:
1. LOVE 2:8
If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, ‘Love your
neighbour as yourself,’ you are doing right.
The royal law is the law given by the king and some describe it as
being the supreme law to any other laws.
This duty of love (Agape) is not passion that ebbs and flow, nor is it an
easy-going and indulgent sentimentalism. Agape love is undefeatable,
unconditional, unconquerable goodwill; it is the attitude towards others
which, no matter what they do, will always seek their highest good.
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This love (Agape) we speak doesn’t impose itself, doesn’t try to control,
and doesn’t attempt to manipulate. No this love is very patient and kind,
never jealous or envious, never boastful or proud, never haughty or
selfish or rude. Love does not demand its own way. It is not irritable or
touchy. It does not hold grudges and will hardly even notice when others
do it wrong. It is never glad about injustice, but rejoices whenever truth
wins out. If you love someone, you will be loyal to them no matter what
the cost. You will always believe in them, always expect the best of
them, and always stand your ground in defending them.
Will you do your duty this week?
2. FAVOURITISM 2:9
But if you show favouritism, you sin
and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers.
We can see from 1 Corinthians 11:
17-22 that the early church showed
favouritism in many ways but in
Corinthians we are looking at
communion. Where the rich and the
powerful would sit together, the
literalist and legalist would discriminate or exclude a person because of
a perceived difference being defined as sin or somehow making the
person less noble than them.
This is the failure in our duty of love (Agape) by showing preference or
favouritism, by not desiring the best for a person on the basis of
wealth, status, race, sexuality or background.
This discrimination or exclusion of a person is in breach of the royal
law of love and failure to obey that law makes the person a law
breaker.
Love for others has been described as the authentic sign that we love
God.
Will you do your duty this week?

9

JUDGING OTHERS 4:11-12
Brothers and sisters, do not slander one
another. Anyone who speaks against a brother
or sister or judges them speaks against the law
and judges it. When you judge the law, you are
not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on
it. There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the
one who is able to save and destroy. But you –
who are you to judge your neighbour? (NIVUK)
The Greek word James uses for to slander is
“katalalein”. Usually this verb means to slander
someone when he is not there to defend himself. It
is therefore closely related to gossiping about a
maliciously gossiping about a person.

James condemns it for two fundamental reasons.
(i) It is a breach of the royal law that we should love
our neighbour as ourselves. Obviously a man
cannot love his neighbour as himself and speak
slanderous evil about him and therefore fails in his
duty to the royal law.
(ii) It is an infringement of the prerogative of God.
To slander our neighbour is, in fact, to pass
judgment upon him. And no human being has any
right to judge any other human; the right of
judgment belongs to God alone.
James seems to suggest that such attempts to
judge others is the symptom of an arrogant, selfrighteous person.
Will you do your duty this week?
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Week 3: Faith and Deeds (2:14-26)
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if
someone claims to have faith but has no deeds?
Can such faith save them? Suppose a brother or
a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one
of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm
and well fed,’ but does nothing about their
physical needs, what good is it? In the same
way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by
action, is dead. (James 2:14-17 NIVUK)
This is a passage (verses 14-26) which we must take
as a whole before we look at our verse, for it is so
often used in an attempt to show that James and
Paul contradicted each other. It is apparently Paul's
emphasis that a man is saved by faith alone and that
deeds do not come into the process at all. It is often
argued that James is not simply differing from Paul
but is flatly contradicting him.
The difference between
James and Paul is a
difference of startingpoint.
Paul starts with the
great basic fact that the
forgiveness of God
cannot be earned or is
deserved by any
person.
James starts with the
person claiming to be
Christian and insists
that they must prove
their Christianity by his
deeds or lifestyle.
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Messages

Noah’s Ark Baby & Toddler Group
Hi all, we know you are all looking
forward to the group reopening and so
are we, and we are working hard to
reopen for November. We hope that
everyone who starts nursery or school
in September will have a super time. We
really miss you all and can’t wait to see
you all love the Noah’s Ark Team xx

Friendship Club

Hi everyone, Christmas is
nearly here and we are looking
forward to our Christmas party
on 17th December hope you will
all be able to make it with love
from the Friendship team
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Join us for Prayer. The church prayer meeting has restarted at
9.30-10.30 on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month.
Remember, prayer should be the powerhouse of the church!!
Prayer focus:
1. Please pray for the Friendship Club as it restarts on 5th
November - with lunch.
Pray for new people to come along.
2. Please continue to pray for preparations for the restart of
Noah's Ark, for Elaine and her team of helpers.
3. Please pray that people will come forward for water baptism at
the end of October’s study.

Hope you all had a fantastic summer
holiday and are all raring to go in
whatever you’re doing. We look
forward to seeing you soon. Ali &
James
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PULSE
YOUTH GROUP

We are not saved by deeds; we are saved
for deeds; these are the twin truths of the
Christian life. Paul's emphasis is on the
first and James' is on the second. In fact,
they do not contradict but complement
each other; and the message of both is
essential to the Christian faith in its fullest
form.
Certainly good works are necessary, for
without them we resist the Holy Spirit's
work of sanctification, but we realise that
they aren’t the necessary basis or
foundation of the works of redemption.

It is said that sanctification naturally leads to a life of good works
(participation and service). These may be called the fruits of
sanctification. Good works are not perfect works, but works that spring
from the principle of love to God or faith in him, that are done in
conscious conformity to the revealed will of God, and have as their final
aim the glory of God. Paul actually says the same thing, teaching what
ultimately matters is “faith expressing itself through love” (Gal. 5:6,
NIV).
Back to our verse
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to
have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? Suppose
a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of
you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,’ but does
nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? In the same
way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
(James 2:14-17 NIVUK)
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My lighthouse, my
lighthouse
Shining in the darkness, I
will follow You
My Lighthouse, my
Lighthouse
I will trust the promise
You will carry me safe to
shore...
Safe to shore...

James seems to suggest we should once
again refer to the royal law chapter 2 verse
8, “if you really keep the royal law found
in Scripture, ‘Love your neighbour as
yourself,’ you are doing right”.
1. THE EVIDENCE
A person in a foreign land was arrested for
being a Christian. The police got a full
confession from the person. When it came
to court the prosecution only had the
confession as evidence. The judge asked
is there any evidence of good deeds done
by the person, are there any eye witnesses
who were recipients of some kindness?

The prosecutors said there was no such evidence.
The judge turned to the accused and said that a confession without
collaborating evidence meant that he had no choice but to declare the
prisoner not guilty. He also warned the person not to make a false
confession in the future.
If you were arrested for being a Christian would there be enough
evidence to find you guilty?
2. THE ILLUSTRATION
Suppose a brother or a sister is
without clothes and daily food
(verse 15).
Thankfully I have never had someone
turn up on our doorstep with no food
and no clothes. But I cannot imagine
anyone of us saying ‘Go in peace;
keep warm and well fed,’ We
understand that Christianity is both
compassionate and practical.
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Historically as a church we have supported many
in our own community and abroad. We have
helped build churches and helped to build up
churches in different countries. We find that faith
and actions together can change the horizon of
somebody else’s future, but in God’s economy
the one who gives of themselves is also blessed.

3. SANCTIFICATION
When faith is alive it empowers action and
releases God’s grace and power into a
situation. Once we are alive to Christ we are
enabled to follow Christ and do what he would
do. In this trusting and doing we learn, we
change and we become more like the master,
the one we are following.
Faith in action becomes a growing experience
for doing the good deed.
Will you do your duty this week?
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Week 4: True Wisdom (3:17)

the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then
peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good
fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap
a harvest of righteousness.
(NIVUK)

17 But

In Jewish teaching it was always agreed that the true wisdom came
from above. It was not the attainment of man but the gift of God. The
Book of Wisdom describes this wisdom as "the breath of the power of
God, and a pure influence flowing from the glory of the Almighty".
James uses eight words to describe this wisdom, and everyone has a
great picture in it.
1. Pure
True wisdom is pure. The Greek is ‘hagnos’ and its root meaning is
pure enough to approach the gods. At first it had only a ceremonial
meaning and meant nothing more than that a man had gone through
the right ritual cleansings.
At this stage the word describes ritual, but not necessarily moral,
purity. But as time went on the word came to describe the moral purity.
The true wisdom is so cleansed of all ulterior motives and of self that it
has become pure enough to see God. Worldly wisdom might well wish
to escape God's sight; the true wisdom is able to bear his very scrutiny.
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2. Peace loving
True wisdom is ‘eirenikos’, which is translated
peace-loving or peaceable. It comes from the
word ‘Eirene’ means peace, and when it is used of
men its basic meaning is right relationships
between man and man, and between man and
God.
True wisdom produces right relationships.
There is a kind of clever and arrogant wisdom
which separates man from man, and which makes
a man look with superior contempt on his fellows.
There is also a kind of cruel wisdom which takes a
delight in hurting others with clever, but cutting,
words.
Then there is a kind of depraved wisdom which
seduces men away from their loyalty to God.
But the true wisdom at all times brings men closer
to one another and to God.

3. Considerate
True wisdom is ‘epieikes’ and of all theGreek
words in the New Testament this is the most
untranslatable. Aristotle defined it as that "which is
just beyond the written law" and as "justice and
better than justice" and as that "which steps in to
correct things when the law itself becomes unjust."

18

My Notes

The man who is considerate is the man who knows when it is actually
wrong to apply the strict letter of the law. He knows how to forgive
when strict justice gives him a perfect right to condemn. He knows
how to make allowances, when not to stand upon his rights, how to
temper justice with mercy, always remembers that there are greater
things in the world than rules and regulations.
4. Submissive
The true wisdom is eupeithes which has two meanings.
a) It can mean ever ready to obey. If we take the word in this sense, it
means that the truly wise man is for ever ready to obey whenever
God's voice comes to him.
b) It can also mean easy to persuade, not in the sense of being pliable
and weak, but in the sense of not being stubborn and of being willing
to listen to reason and to appeal.

Coming as it does after considerate it probably bears this second
meaning here. The true wisdom is not rigid but is willing to listen and
skilled in knowing when wisely to yield.
5. Full of Mercy
The words numbered 5 and 6 are linked.
True wisdom is full of mercy. It is a word which acquired a new
meaning in Christian thought. The Greeks defined it as pity for the
man who is suffering unjustly; but Christianity means far more than
that, in Christian thought it means mercy for the man who is in
trouble, even if the trouble is his own fault.
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Christian compassion is the reflection of God's
mercy that went out to men, not only when they
were suffering unjustly, but when they were
suffering through their own fault.
We are so apt to say of someone in trouble, "It is
his own fault; he brought it on himself," and,
therefore, to feel no responsibility for him. Christian
mercy is mercy for any man who is in trouble, even
if he has brought that trouble on himself.
6. Full of Good Fruit
True wisdom is a mercy which shows itself in good
fruits, that is, which is seen in practical help, good
works. When we think of love we must think of it as
a verb, a virtue that does something, achieves
something for the benefit of another. It is not simply
an emotion.
In the same way we cannot say that Christian
mercy is merely an emotion, it is action. We can
never say that we have truly shown mercy to
anyone until we have helped them.

20

My Notes

7. Impartial
True wisdom is adiakritos which means,
undivided. It is not wavering and vacillating; it
knows its own mind, chooses its course and
abides by it.
There are those who think that it is clever
never to make one's mind up about anything.
They speak about having an open mind and
about suspending judgment.
But heavenly wisdom is based on the
Christian certainties which come to us from
God through Jesus Christ. Yet it is not rigid
but is willing to listen and skilled in knowing
how to change and grow.
8. Sincere
True wisdom is sincere, that is without hypocrisy. That is to say, it is
not a pose and does not deal in deception, such as actors on a stage
reading the text. It is honest; it never pretends to be what it is not;
and it never acts a part to gain its own ends.
Hypocrisy is the practice of professing standards, beliefs, etc.,
contrary to one’s real character or actual behaviour, especially the
pretence of virtue and piety.
True wisdom is without hypocrisy and is sincere.
Do you have this sort of wisdom, if not remember that James tells us
we can ask for it? There is no need to be without.
“If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to
you.” (James 1:5 NIVUK).
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