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We begin with the premise that;
“It is important that every child of
God belongs to a local church, a
fellowship of Christians, where
he or she can be loved and
cared for, and where there is an
atmosphere conducive to
spiritual growth and ministry”.
The choice of church is therefore
vital.

The Meaning of Membership

Written by Roger Pawsey

It would be easy to think that
attending meetings, living
respectable lives and
contributing to the offerings, are
adequate standards for church
membership. We would like to
suggest some reasons why
scriptural membership should
be more meaningful.
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Week One: The Power of Belonging

Romans 12:4-5 - "As each of us has one body
with many members, and these members do
not all have the same function, so in Christ we
who are many form one body and each
member belongs to all the others."

My Notes

Today the word membership gives the idea of a
club member, as being "one who belongs to a
body of people for social or other purposes". The
club would have a list of members who accept club
rules, pay subscriptions and have a vote. The club
is an organisation.

The word 'member' is used three times in our study
verse and each time the Greek word used is
'melos', which has the literal meaning of 'a limb of
the body' (W.E. Vine). Being part of a body means
involvement, function, interdependence and a
situation in which a separate existence is
unacceptable.

But this is not just theory, or simply mystical or
universal, it is factual, practical, visible and
localised.
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Our word church comes from the Greek word ‘ekklesia’ from ek, "out of,"
and klesis, "a calling" (kaleo, "to call"), was used among the Greeks of a
body of citizens "gathered" to discuss the affairs of state, it means a
congregation or assembly of people.

The word church has two applications
for Christians:

(a) The Universal Church. Refers to the
whole company of the redeemed
throughout the present era who are
joined by faith in Jesus Christ. The
company of which Christ said, "I will build
My Church," Matthew 16:18, and which is
further described as "the Church which is
His Body," Ephesians 1:22; 5:23.

(b)The Local Church. Referred to in the
singular number (e.g., Matthew 18:17,
RV marg., "congregation"), to a company
or assembly consisting of professed
believers, e.g., Acts 20:28; 1 Corinthians
1:2; Galatians 1:13; 1 Thessalonians
1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:1; 1 Timothy 3:5,
and in the plural, with reference to
churches in a district.

The universal and local church are both real and counter the thought that
denomination and organisation replace New Testament reality and
relationship.

Let remind ourselves:

THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH is a glorious reality. We enter by faith in
Christ. But it is invisible. It is not yet complete. Its first meeting is yet to
take place. No man can lay his hand on it.



My Notes
THE LOCAL CHURCH - this too is a glorious
reality. We enter by commitment and
responsibility. It is visible; it enables the world to
see Christ at work through his visible body.

Speaking on this issue, William Gurnall said, "The
church is nothing but Christ displayed."
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Vance Havner said, "I believe in loyalty to the local
church. I don't believe in that view of the invisible
church that makes you invisible at church."
The local church is important for a practical
Christian lifestyle. When a person becomes a
Christian, they need

(a) not only to repent and believe (that will get them
into heaven, part of the universal church), but
(b) also to join themself to the local church, for a
Christian is intended by God to live in fellowship
with other Christians.

Family is God’s purpose in natural life and 'family'
is his purpose in spiritual life.
Church is not an organisation, it is not an
institution, Church is an organism it is alive and
growing to the glory of God, our Father.
We are all part of the same body of believers, we
all have different functions and our oneness and
love enables us to display Christ to those around
us.
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Acts 2:43-44 (TPT) “A deep sense of holy
awe swept over everyone, and the apostles
performed many miraculous signs and wonders.
All the believers were in fellowship as one
body, and they shared with one another
whatever they had.”

The model for the church is Family and family is the
telescope that brings all the bible illustrations of
church into focus, thereby enabling us to better
understand and appreciate them.

But not all churches use family as their blueprint for
the church.

Some choose, often by default, various other
models:
The Military model: - The Military model speaks of a
hierarchy - general, colonel, captain, sergeant,
corporal, and at the bottom the private. The task is
vital, people expendable, casualties inevitable.

The Business Model: - The Business model speaks
of managing people, where people are a commodity.
It looks for markets to compete in and others to
compete against, the outcome being rivalry, division.

Week Two: The Power of Team

My Notes



The One-man Band Model: - The One-man Band model speaks
of the pastor doing and being everything in the church. Everyone
except the pastor is expendable, no one is given opportunity to
develop his or her ministry or reach maturity. The Sunday service
becomes a pastoral function, leading to a performance driven
church.

The Institutional Model: - The
Institutional model speaks of the
impersonal, where there is a clergy /
laity divide that restricts the function of
members. Relationships are at best
shallow and no one takes responsibility
for things. The church is seen as bigger
than the local body, it is universal
church thinking rather than biblical
based on tradition. Often the Sunday
service becomes a duty that is stoically
endured.

6

The Family Model: - Family is the model
that God ordained - it speaks of living
together in harmony, sharing, order and
discipline, relationships, security and
value for the individual. It speaks of the
privilege of working for the family, for the
Father. It allows for love, compassion
and affection between family members.
Family encourages, releases and
supports those the Father has called to
a special task. There are no court-
martials or resigning of commissions in
the family, you are part of the family by
new birth.

Family makes the team work and team
work makes the dream work.
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There are 5 types of ministry in the church

“So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works
of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up. “(Ephesians
4:11-12 NIV).

These ministry gifts are to equip the church for the work of the ministry.
They are not titles or positions or offices to be occupied but functions that
should be seen both inside and outside the local church and are not to be
confused with the government of the church.

In fact, these gift people personify the
ministries with which the body is
equipped.

Any one of the ministerial functions is
open to both male and female, Jew and
Gentile in the early church.

Please remember these ministry gifts
are not titles or positions or offices to be
occupied but functions. They are
functions of the family of God the
church. A person operates in a ministry
gift and that gift is recognised by the
members through the leadership. Let us
look at each in turn.

Apostles

The Greek word “apostello” means to send someone on a mission or
expedition and the word “apostollos” is the one so sent.
Therefore, an apostle is one who is sent to a particular place or
community. The person would be sent by the direction of God through a
local church leadership.



Prophets

The most frequent word in the Old Testament for prophet is “nabi”
meaning to bubble forth as a fountain. The word in the New Testament
means to speak forth for another. Their ministry is more than preaching,
they speak by inspiration and revelation. This is often through a
scripture, a picture or a word that is a revelation from God for that
moment. These revelations should be weighed and tested by leadership.

Evangelist

Evangelism was the natural expression of the life of the church. Every
believer should share his faith and seek to bring others to the Saviour.
Evangelism was not primarily the work of specialists, but some were
given to the church by Christ, endowed by the Holy Spirit and were so
effective in this work that they are an inspiration to us all.

Pastor

The word 'pastor' literally means
'shepherd'. It is used of Christ several
times in the New Testament
(Heb.13:20, 1 Pet.2:25) but only once
in the context of the Christian pastor
(Eph.4:11). Actually any church
member who cares for other believers
at the direction of the church
leadership is exercising a pastoral
gift.

Teacher

It was the teacher’s responsibility to know and pass on the truth of the
gospel. People came into the church straight from heathenism,
knowing nothing of Christianity other than that Christ had laid hold of
their hearts; they were born again. Therefore, these teachers opened
up the Christian faith to them.
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All of these people are given by Christ, attested by
the Holy Spirit, recognised by the body and
released through the local church leadership.

We can easily see that God has blessed our
church with all these ministry functions, and it
doesn’t matter if we are witnesses in Jerusalem, or
in Judea or Samaria, or to the ends of the earth as
long as we as a body are a witness to others.
Witnesses to all that Jesus is and has done for us.

My Notes
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My NotesTitus 3:1 (TPT) Remind people to respect (be
subject to) their governmental leaders on every
level as law-abiding citizens and to be ready to
fulfil their civic duty.

As a church we were one of the first to take up the
new charity status of being a Charitable
Incorporated Organisation (Foundational Model).
As a CIO we are a registered charity, a legal entity
that operates within the law governing charities.

Week 3: The Power of Structures

A Pastor who was a friend of mine believed the
church should be fluid and not constrained by the
legal side of things. He said it should be able to
adapt and flow without legal constraint. Thirty years
later, that church of over 100 people does not exist.
That witness to the town has disappeared.

The way that church responds to new laws is often
difficult but it reveals if a church is stuck in its
traditions or whether it is relevant to people around
them. The challenge is does our structure help us
fulfil our civic duty as a church?
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Friendship Club

Messages

Noah’s Ark Baby & Toddler Group

Hi all, we know you are all looking
forward to the group reopening and so
are we, and we are working hard to
reopen for October. We hope that
everyone who starts nursery or school
in September will have a super time. We
really miss you all and can’t wait to see
you all love the Noah’s Ark Team xx

Hi everyone, exciting news we
are hoping to open on the 8th
October, as long as things
haven’t changed. We are really
excited about getting together
again and looking forward to
seeing you all. Love Terrie, Gra,
Rachael and Jon
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Hope you all had a fantastic summer
holiday and are all raring to go in
whatever you’re doing. We look
forward to seeing you soon.  Ali &
James

Prayer focus:

1. Please pray for our children and young people when they go
back to school and college this month.

2. Please pray for all the practical things we have to do in the
church as we get ready to open up even further this month.

3. Please pray for the Arise Refreshment Day on 25th September
to celebrate 25 years of women's ministry.

PULSE
YOUTH GROUP



This is the challenge of the 21st century
being relevant to a new generation.
This requires sound structures in which
to show forth the revelation of God for
today in the new covenant by which we
live.

Our church has combined the legal
structure of a CIO and family as the
model for the church. We are
attempting to follow the law of love, as
law-abiding citizens who are ready to
fulfil their civic duty.

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your
neighbour as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on
these two commandments.” (Matthew 22:37-40)

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved
you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know
that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:34-
35)

When we say love we mean Agape. This word indicates
unconquerable benevolence, invincible goodwill. If we regard a person
with agape, it means that no matter what that person does to us, no
matter how they treat us, no matter if they insult us or injures us or
grieves us, we will never allow bitterness against them to invade our
hearts, but will regard them with that unconquerable benevolence and
goodwill which will seek nothing but their highest good.
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The structure and model of the
church enable us to love one
another. It also empowers the
individual member.
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2. Motivation of Love
Love is at the heart of what we are as a church. Our only motivation
should be love of God, love of our fellow man and love for one another.
1 Corinthians 13:1-3 tells us that if our motivation isn’t love then we are
no more than a noisy bell, that we are nothing and we gain nothing.

3. Shared values and ownership
When we share the same values and doctrine. When we own the
values and doctrine as our own and live by them. It is easy for each of
us to grow and develop becoming mature in the faith. We must never
stop learning and changing, increasing our biblical understanding and
our relationship with Jesus.

My lighthouse, my
lighthouse
Shining in the darkness, I
will follow You
My Lighthouse, my
Lighthouse
I will trust the promise
You will carry me safe to
shore...
Safe to shore...

5 virtues empowering structures have
in common:

1. Flexibility
This allows the body of believers to be
dynamic and adaptable. Recognising
we live in changing and peculiar times,
such as the covid lockdown where you
can talk to someone on the other side
of the world without leaving your
armchair. This flexibility enables us to
take advantage of the technology and
change to demonstrate all that God
can do with an empowered people.

4. Innovation and willingness to change
This comes down to trust in God and our church leadership. While we
have created a safe place in which to worship and serve God, we are
not a church to blindly follow traditions handed down for thousands of
years by previous church leaders. For instance, the selling of an
indulgence for the forgiveness of sins. The church outlawed the sale of
indulgences in 1567. It was the abuse of indulgences that started the
Protestant Reformation. We must be willing to change as our
understanding of doctrine develops.



Historically, Christians perform no better in their treatment of the
Jews. The teaching of contempt that was taught by major churches
until the 1950’s explains that Jews were responsible for Jesus death
and were therefore guilt of all manner of crimes. The result
persecution and exclusion.

As a church we do not want to exclude anyone but be loving and
inclusive, showing love in wanting someone’s highest good and
accepting people regardless of background, education, nationality or
gender.

We want to regard each person with agape, which means that no
matter what that person does to us, no matter how they treat us, no
matter if they insult us or injures us or grieves us, we will never allow
bitterness against them to invade our hearts, but will regard them with
that unconquerable benevolence and goodwill which will seek nothing
but their highest good.
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5. Love and acceptance
A lifestyle of love (Agape) does not mean an emotion driven church but
rather a will and obedience driven church. The command to love is well
documented but still there are churches that are determined to defy the
command to love one another by judging people, excluding people
because they apparently don’t fit their world view.

The Jews excluded Gentiles; a typical Jewish prayer said daily was the
three blessings “Blessed are you O God, King of the Universe, who has
not made me…” and conclude, respectively, “a Gentile,” “a slave,” and
“a woman.” The result was exclusion.



Week 4: The Power of Lifestyle

Acts 2:42-44 - "They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Eve-
ryone was filled with awe and many wonders and miraculous
signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together
and had everything in common."

We now look at the commitment of individual members, to a lifestyle of
responsibility to Jesus and to the church.  That is to pledge and align
ourselves to act and decide on one's own without supervision to uphold
the responsibilities of membership in our everyday life by the grace of
God.

Acts 2:42-44 gives us an insight into the level of fellowship and com-
mitment experienced in the early church. Since that time things have
become much slacker so that now it is an almost casual step into local
church membership; once a member the level of commitment is low,
and drifting out again is easy. We are convinced of the need to restore
the quality of fellowship enjoyed by the early Christians of Acts 2.
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This means in practice that the conditions of
membership be clearly understood by all
members, so that every Christian becoming part of
this church does so with his eyes open. Let us
consider what responsibilities church members
have within the church.

My Notes

Responsibility of belief
In our study verse it says, "All the believers were
together..." They all believed the same and this
belief was a source of unity. It is important there-
fore that you understand what we as a church
have a statement of faith as a basis for unity in the
ministry of the full gospel of Jesus Christ. This uni-
ty of belief is essential for the grounding of new
believers in the faith.

Responsibility of personal devotions
Our study verse (Acts 2:42-44) says, "...they
devoted themselves to prayer..."
Paul tells us (Eph.2:20-22) that Jesus is the cor-
nerstone which builds the other stones together
into one building. If we as individual stones lose
our grip on him, the whole structure is weakened.
We must therefore cultivate our personal relation-
ship with Jesus. Home groups are an ideal vehicle
for studying the bible and engaging in prayer, and
enhancing relationships.



Responsibility of integrity
Personal integrity in our private lives is the only way to ensure the
integrity of the body of believers. The honour of the Lord is bound up
in our Christian profession. If I claim to be a Christian yet act in an un-
Christ like way, friends and associates in the world will soon see my
hypocrisy and see Christianity as a sham.

Responsibility of loyalty
By definition the church is totally separate from the world. So our
loyalty must be primarily to our fellow believers and especially to
those with whom we have a committed relationship in the local
church.
Gossip, rivalry, division and self-interest are like a disease attacking
the body that causes the whole church to be poorly.

Responsibility of togetherness (Unity)
Whatever activities Christians may be engaged in together, the
basic ingredient of fellowship remains "being together". Unity of the
body is more than being together, it flows out of the love,
appreciation and relationships that is created by spending time with
each other.

It can be easy for us to come to a meeting, sit through it and return
home without any real communication taking place. It's easy but
wrong. In the early church they devoted themselves to fellowship.
They took the time and the trouble to get to know each other in a
meaningful way. We also should not let our relationships remain
shallow but get to know each other more deeply.  Without such
knowledge we cannot hope to help each other or pray for each other
effectively.
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Responsibility of hospitality
As far as our circumstances allow, our homes should be open to other
Christians. As a church we actively encourage getting to know each
other outside of meetings and how better than over a meal or cup of
coffee. It is a privilege to use our homes to provide a meal, or even just
an hour's relaxation for a fellow believer. For those living in lodgings and
for young people without Christian parents, your home could be a
sanctuary of Christian love and comfort.

Responsibility of finance
It is in the church that high standards for
handling money can be demonstrated to
the world. Consider first, some general
principles of giving expressed in 2
Corinthians.8:3, 2 Corinthians.9:7, 1
Corinthians.16:2.

Clearly God expects Christians to be
generous and intends our giving to be:

1) in proportion to our income,
2) systematic, and
3) with a willing cheerfulness.

We require members to operate the
discipline of "considered giving". That is to
prayerfully set aside an amount of money
each week or month to give to God.

Money is used for the support of the full-time
ministries in the church, gifts to visiting
speakers, the remuneration of any church
staff, administration, the maintenance of
premises, for evangelism, helping the needy
in our fellowship and so on. The more
finance there is available, then the more we
can minister to others, and the more we can
do in the extension of God's kingdom.



Responsibility of service
Serving the body is not an optional extra or a
responsibility to be fulfilled only when it is convenient.
Yet it must be remembered that the freedom to serve
is not a right of membership but a privilege bestowed
by the church leadership.
This lifestyle of church membership empowers the
individual and the whole church by displaying what it
means to be a follower of Christ.
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What we need to explain

The UK Government confirmed the move to step 4 of their Covid-19
recovery roadmap from 19 July. This removes all legal requirements.
Church worship is affected in the following ways:
• All remaining limits on social contact are removed. People may meet
with whom and with as many as they wish, both indoors and outdoors.
• Social distancing is no longer demanded in any setting.
• All restrictions on the numbers at and activities within weddings,
funerals and other life events are removed.
• Face coverings are no longer mandatory in any setting.
• There are no restrictions on singing.
Nevertheless, as infections continue to rise, the Government
recommends continuing caution. Good ventilation, diligence in hygiene,
wearing a face covering in enclosed and crowded spaces, and limiting
contact with those we do not live with, are all noted as beneficial
behaviours.

In the light of this, we recommend that it is both
sensible and appropriate for the church to continue to
take some measures to limit the spread of Covid-19.

Changes as from the 19th of July for Watton Pentecostal
Church



Please be aware that:
● We will maintain a careful hygiene routine for our building.

● We will ask that on entering the building you sanitise your hands.

● We will ask people from different households to sit apart.

● You will no longer need to pre-book a seat but you must book in at the door.

● We will expect that everyone will remain in their seats until the end of the service.
Please do not move around the building to talk to others, remain seated.

● Pre-filled communion cups will be available at the door.

● We will ventilate the building as much as possible.

● We will expect those attending to avoid physical contact such as handshakes and
hugs inside the building.

● We will expect those attending to use face coverings.

● We will expect congregational singing to be at low volume levels and with face
coverings.

● Recording of the service will stop to enable us to have longer services.

● There will be no refreshments served after the service.

● We will ask you to leave the building at the end of the service. Please follow
instructions.

● There will be no FLOS during the service but children are welcome to come with
their families and a craft activity will be provided for them.

● Please do not attend the service if you are feeling unwell.

● The back room will remain closed. Please use the toilet at the front.

● We will be unable to offer lifts to anyone until further notice.

Please follow the instructions to keep
everyone safe.
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Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.

The church will reopen for Sunday Services this
month in line with Government guidance and
with measures in place to keep us all safe. There
will be no need to book a seat in advance, but the
service will still be different to normal. Please
read the guidance on pages 22-23 for the
measures that will be in place upon your arrival
at church.


