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“Be cheerful with joyous
celebration in every season of
life. Let your joy overflow!”
Philippians 4:4 The Passion
Translation

Celebration

Written by Angela Pye

Jesus is worth celebrating in
every season of our life,
whatever we are going through,
we can learn to look to him and
respond with joy, a joy that will
overflow and reach out into our
circumstances and the lives of
those around us. It is not
something that we are
imagining, or that comes only in
the good times. It is the life of
Jesus at work in our life. It
comes as we allow the Holy
Spirit to change and transform
us and is the fruit of a life lived
in close relationship with Jesus.
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Week One: A Song of Celebration

“My soul is ecstatic, overflowing with praises
to God! My spirit bursts with joy over my life-
giving God!” Luke 1:46&47. The Passion
Translation

My Notes

At the beginning of the Gospel of Luke we see
Mary looking to God and responding to what he is
doing in her life with overflowing joy and a beautiful
song of celebration. Mary was a young country girl,
who God had chosen for one of the most important
roles in the Bible, to be the mother of Jesus.
Whoever we are we should never limit the things
that God wants to do in our lives, or the reasons he
chooses us, but like Mary respond with a
willingness, ‘Yes Lord’, whatever the challenge and
uncertainty we feel.

““I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered.
“May your word to me be fulfilled” Luke 1:38.
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It would not have been easy for Mary, she probably experienced many
different thoughts and emotions at that time. She decided to visit her
older relative, Elizabeth, whose Spirit filled greeting must have
strengthened Mary’s faith and given her renewed assurance that the
things she had recently experienced, that seemed impossible, were
true. Mary’s response to Elizabeth’s greeting is a song of praise and
celebration. This week we shall look at this song of celebration, and
consider how we too can respond with celebration when God leads us
into new paths.

1. Praise for what God has done
(Luke 1:46-49 New International
Version)

“My soul glorifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior,
for he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will
call me blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great
things for me
holy is his name.”

God’s plan for mankind was starting to unfold, and Mary was aware
that this miracle, would not just affect her life, but each one of us.
Jesus came as man to offer salvation to all who would believe in
him, and Mary’s praise overflows, and surrounds it with a real sense
of celebration to God her Saviour.

Do you know the joy of salvation today and have you said yes to
Jesus? As we move into a new day it is good to look to God and the
things he is doing in our life and just take time to rejoice and praise
him.



My Notes
2. Praise because God is in control (Luke

1:50-53 NIV)

“His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.

He has scattered those who are proud in
their inmost thoughts.

He has brought down rulers from their
thrones
but has lifted up the humble.

He has filled the hungry with good things
but has sent the rich away empty.
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God is ultimately in control of all that happens
in our families, from generation to generation,
and also in the world. Humility is a vital
attribute in the kingdom of God, Jesus is the
best example of what it means to walk in
humility Philippians 2:3-11. We can celebrate
how he extends his mercy to those who walk
in humility rather than pride and provides
those things we are needful of. He will work in
miracle working power to fulfill his plans.



3. Praise for the fulfillment of God’s Promises (Luke 1:54-
55 NIV)

“He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful

to Abraham and his descendants forever,
just as he promised our ancestors.”

Just as God kept his promises to
Abraham and his descendants Genesis
22:17-18 so we can be assured that he
will always fulfil his promises to us,
today. Consider what promises God
has fulfilled in your life recently.
Songs of praise and celebration are an
important part of our life. They focus
our eyes on God, on how he has been
working and what he has done. They
help us remember that he is in control
of our lives; and as we praise him for
his promises our trust in him is renewed
and our faith and hope restored.

6

Question

What praise song is important to
you today?
Mary’s song was probably based
on Hannah’s song 1 Samuel 2:1-
10. Perhaps you could use a
passage from the Bible and make
your own song to celebrate today!
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“We had to celebrate this happy day. For your
brother was dead and has come back to life! He
was lost, but now he is found!” Luke 15:32. New
Living Translation

Jesus welcomed sinners and social outcasts, in
spite of the criticism he received. He always wants
to reach out to others and show them the incredible
love that God has for each one of us and reveal the
Father’s heart toward us. “Yes, God loved the
world so much that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him would not be lost
but have eternal life.” John 3:16 Easy Read
Version.

Jesus attitude was sharply opposed to that of the
self-righteous Pharisees and in Luke 15 he tells
three stories that illustrate his love for the lost, and
how they can receive eternal life – God’s life, by be-
lieving and coming to Jesus. In the story of the lost
son Luke 15:11-24 there is a clear message of the
value and worth of a person's life despite mistakes
and wrong choices. It may be difficult, but the way
God celebrates you when you come to him, is lik-
ened to the picture in this story of the son who is
given the biggest party when he returns home!

Week Two: The Lost is found,
Time to Celebrate

My Notes



8

1. Going our own way (Luke 15:11-16)

The younger son wanted to go his own way.  He was fed up with
being at home, doing what his father said, and he wanted to do as he
pleased. Although the father was sad to see his son go, he gave him
his share of his inheritance as he had asked. Like the father in the
story, God gives us free will, we always have a choice as to whether
we go God’s way, or choose to go our own way.
He soon spent his inheritance on wild living, and it was not long before
the money ran out and his so called friends abandoned him, and he
reached rock bottom before he came to his senses.

“When he finally came to his
senses, he said to himself, ‘At
home even the hired servants
have food enough to spare, and
here I am dying of hunger! I will go
home to my father and say,
“Father, I have sinned against
both heaven and you, and I am no
longer worthy of being called your
son. Please take me on as a hired
servant.”’ Luke 15:17-19 NLT.

Perhaps we can all recognise aspects of the younger son in our own
life, traces of rebellion, or self-centredness, “I did it my way” can be
the mantra we live by. Even after we have become Christians, and
had a relationship with Father God, sometimes we can ‘leave home’
and become focused on what we want and drift away from living our
life as we know we should.

But the good news is that there is always a way home, even if we
feel broken and our resources have run dry. Like the prodigal son we
can come to our senses and choose to go home.



2. Turning round (Luke 15:20)

We've all felt it, that sinking feeling in your gut when you know
you've done something wrong. A quick lie, a word spoken in an-
ger, or giving in to temptation over and over again. Maybe it's
sweet for a moment, but the crash of regret and guilt soon follows,
often leaving us feeling empty, unworthy and unclean.

But the heart that Jesus sets free lives in celebration - not con-
demnation. The fact is, we're right to feel like sin is meant to be
punished. And it was… on a cross, once and for all, for all of eter-
nity. Jesus took our broken past and our messed up future and
bore the wrath of the Father so that we can approach the throne
of God with confidence. Your sin no longer separates you from
running into the arms of the Father, from running home.

In our story the son turned
around, as he had decided, but
as he nears his home the Fa-
ther is already there, watching
and waiting for his return, and
running to meet him when he
sees him coming.

“So he returned home to his
father. And while he was still
a long way off, his father saw
him coming. Filled with love
and compassion, he ran to
his son, embraced him, and
kissed him.” Luke 15:20 NLT

Repentance is choosing to turn around from living our life in our
way, believing that Jesus has taken our sin on the cross, and
paid the punishment we deserved, and wanting to follow him.
When we ask God to forgive us, he is there, running towards us,
waiting for us, and filled with love and compassion he welcomes
us home! What a beautiful picture Jesus gives us in this story, of
our loving heavenly Father. It does not matter if we are coming
to him for the first time, or if we have drifted away, his grace is
sufficient to bring restoration to our lives, he will always wel-
come us home.
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3. The Celebration (Luke 15:21&22)
 The story Jesus told is often called ‘The lost
son’ or ‘The prodigal son,’ but perhaps a better
title for it would be ‘The loving father.’ The
father did not bring rebuke or punishment, as
the son felt he deserved, but he chose to reach
out in love, and celebrate what the son had
done right.

“But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick!
Bring the finest robe in the house and put it
on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals
for his feet. And kill the calf we have been
fattening. We must celebrate with a
feast, for this son of mine was dead and has
now returned to life. He was lost, but now
he is found.’ So the party began.” Luke
15:22-24 NLT

My Notes

The father and son’s joy overflowed as they
celebrated together, choice food, music, and
dancing, not received as a servant, like the son
expected, but fully restored into the father’s
family.

Genuine repentance brings not only pardon,
but complete restoration. The finest robe we
receive is a picture of our salvation:



“I am overwhelmed with joy in the Lord my God! For he has
dressed me with the clothing of salvation and draped me in a
robe of righteousness.” Isaiah 61:10 NLT

The only appropriate response to this grace is pure joy, so let’s re-
joice and celebrate what God has done for us today, we can live in
the freedom he gives and choose to partner with the celebration of
heaven! In the story of the lost sheep, earlier in Luke 15 we read: “In
the same way, there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner
who repents and returns to God than over ninety-nine others
who are righteous and haven’t strayed away!” Luke 15:7NLT

Question

Do you need to turn around to be welcomed home by the loving
heavenly father? If so you could pray a prayer something like this:

‘Father, please forgive me for going my own way, I believe that at
the cross Jesus took all my wrongdoing, and died for me, so I could
know the eternal life you offer to all who come to you. I choose to
turn around and live my life your way. Thank you for loving me and
welcoming me home today.’

11
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My Notes
“You know the saying, ‘Four months between
planting and harvest.’ But I say, wake up and
look around. The fields are already ripe for
harvest. The harvesters are paid good wages,
and the fruit they harvest is people brought to
eternal life. What joy awaits both the planter and
the harvester alike! You know the saying, ‘One
plants and another harvests.’ And it’s true. I
sent you to harvest where you didn’t plant;
others had already done the work, and now you
will get to gather the harvest.” John 4:35-38

Week 3: Celebrate the Good News

When it’s harvest time, there is no greater joy
than seeing the crop gathered in, for everyone
involved. Jesus likens this to us sharing the Good
News of salvation with others, and seeing people
saved. The worker who prepares the field, the
one who plants the seed, those who nurture the
growing corn and the one who harvests can all
celebrate together at harvest time. Whatever part
we play in telling others about Jesus and
encouraging them to respond it’s all important,
and we can rejoice together. Furthermore Jesus
is saying that the harvest is ready now, there are
always those who will respond to the Gospel.



1. Bring others to Jesus

When we share the good news, we get to reap the joy of God’s work.
God has done the work, but He gives us the gift of reaping joy from
His good work. All we have to do is share the good news.

We often think we need some special skill, or that people won’t want
to know, but that is not true, even though there are times when more
people want to believe, there are always some who do.

In John 4:5-26 we read how Jesus answered a woman’s questions
by a well, in a village in Samaria, and offered her living water, and
she believed he was the awaited Messiah. She had no special gifting
to share her story of what happened at the well, yet she went and
told others in her town, who believed because of her testimony, she
brought the people from her town to the well, to meet Jesus, and
having met him themselves, they too believed.

“Many Samaritans from the vil-
lage believed in Jesus because
the woman had said, “He told
me everything I ever did!” When
they came out to see him, they
begged him to stay in their vil-
lage. So he stayed for two
days, long enough for many
more to hear his message and
believe. Then they said to the
woman, “Now we believe, not
just because of what you told
us, but because we have heard
him ourselves. Now we know
that he is indeed the Savior of
the world.” John 4:39-42.

2. Share your story

When you are a Christian, you won’t necessarily be an evangelist
or a preacher or teacher, but you have a gift that’s unique – the
story of how you became a Christian. Think about your story,
how you met Jesus, how you committed your life to him, and
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Friendship Club

Messages

Noah’s Ark Baby & Toddler Group

Hi all, we know you are all looking
forward to the group reopening and so
are we, but we have taken the hard
decision to not reopen until at least
September. We know this will be a
disappointment to you but taking
everything into consideration we feel
this is right for our helpers and the
group. We really miss you all and can’t
wait to see you all love the Noah’s Ark
Team xx

Hi Everyone, we have made the
difficult decision that we will
not reopen until at least
September. We know that
everyone is looking forward to
getting back together but we
fell this is the right decision for
everyone. We will continue to
keep in touch by phone on a
Friday morning and do look
forward to speaking to you all.
With love Terrie, Gra, Jonathan
and Rachael xx



We hope that Pulse will resume in
September and we are looking forward
to seeing you all then,
Lots of love Ali & James

Prayer focus:

1. Please pray for our worship leaders and the team as they lead
us in our ‘new normal’ church services.

2. Please pray for the preparations for the planned Arise
Refreshment Day on 25th September to celebrate 25 years of
woman’s ministry.

3. Please pray for the preparations for the opening up of the
Friendship Club and Noah’s Ark in September.

PULSE
YOUTH GROUP



 what he has done for you since then. Then pray, and ask God to
show you who you could share your story with. Perhaps like the
Samaritan woman you could invite them to come to Church and
meet Jesus for themselves. Remember, you will never save
anyone, only God can do that, so you need not feel discouraged
when they don’t respond straight away. Sometimes you will just be
like one of the workers in the harvest field, just a link in a chain, but
whether you sow your seed, or nurture the crop, or bring in the
harvest, then you are fulfilling an important role, and are part of the
harvest.

Sharing your testimony is one of the best ways you can share
Jesus with others. “I will tell my people what you have done; I
will praise you in their assembly.” Psalm 22:22 Good News Bible.

3. Celebrate the Good News

When we share the good news we have in Jesus, we celebrate the
hope we have in God. It benefits both us and them; when they too
receive the truth they are receiving the most precious gift they will
ever have – Jesus. Let the joy of what Jesus has done for you
overflow, let others see that joy and the transformation in your life.
Like the harvesters Jesus spoke about, together you can celebrate
and rejoice.

16
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Think

What is your story? Perhaps you could think how you could share it
in about a minute, and then how you could share it in about five min-
utes.

Are you allowing the joy of Jesus to overflow to others?

My lighthouse, my
lighthouse
Shining in the darkness, I
will follow You
My Lighthouse, my
Lighthouse
I will trust the promise
You will carry me safe to
shore...
Safe to shore...

In Acts 8:26-39 Philip shares the
good news of Jesus to an Ethiopian
eunuch he meets on the road. The
eunuch responds with enthusiasm
and asks to be baptized. As Philip
disappears the eunuch goes on his
way rejoicing. In the same way
Philip gave joy to the eunuch by
sharing Jesus, so too we can give
others joy, as we reach out to them.

“Rise up, O Lord, in all your power.
With music and singing we
celebrate your mighty acts.” Psalms
21:13 NLT



Week 4: The Family Celebration

“They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes
for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and
generosity all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of
all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship
those who were being saved.” Acts 2:46&47 NLT

The Lord’s Supper, or Breaking of Bread, is the time during which we
remember Christ's sacrifice on the cross, for us. It is not a time of
mourning, it takes the form of a feast with friends. Like the first
disciples it is a time to share the great joy of what Jesus has done for
us, it is a family celebration, sharing and rejoicing with their Spiritual
family. They saw that every time they gathered around a table to eat
and drink, it was a chance to recognize Jesus and thank God for all
he’s done.

1. The significance of this celebration

The early Church remembered the significance of this
celebration that Jesus instituted on the night of the Passover
meal before he was crucified. Just as Passover celebrated
deliverance from slavery in Egypt, so the Lord’s Supper
celebrates our deliverance from sin by Christ’s death. We are
forgiven, Jesus has set us free. His followers use bread and
wine to remind them.

18



My Notes

2. Living in Jesus

“Jesus replied, “I am the bread of life.
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry
again. Whoever believes in me will never be
thirsty.” John 6:35

19

�� Bread – “For I pass on to you what I received
from the Lord himself. On the night when he
was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took some
bread and gave thanks to God for it. Then he
broke it in pieces and said, “This is my body,
which is given for you. Do this in remem-
brance of me.” 1 Corinthians 11:23&24

So the bread represents Jesus body, broken for
us on the cross.

�� Wine – “In the same way, he took the cup of
wine after supper, saying, “This cup is the
new covenant between God and his people—
an agreement confirmed with my blood. Do
this in remembrance of me as often as you
drink it” 1 Corinthians 11:25

The wine, or juice represents Jesus blood, which
was shed on the cross, and seals the covenant of
our salvation.



“I tell you the truth, anyone who believes has eternal life.
Yes, I am the bread of life! Your ancestors ate manna in the
wilderness, but they all died. Anyone who eats the bread
from heaven, however, will never die. I am the living bread
that came down from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread
will live forever; and this bread, which I will offer so the
world may live, is my flesh.” John 6:47-51
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“So Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the
flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you cannot have
eternal life within you. But anyone who eats my flesh and
drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise that person at
the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true
drink. Anyone who eats my flesh and drinks my blood
remains in me, and I in him.” John 6:53-56

People eat bread to sustain physical life, Jesus is the bread of life,
sustaining our spiritual, eternal life and our relationship with him.
Because Jesus rose from the dead, and is alive today, we can
draw on his life and healing and freedom while eating the bread
and drinking the wine. The Holy Spirit will minister to us through
this meal, and enable us to draw our life from Jesus himself.
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3. Celebrating Jesus

It’s not about how we celebrate; it’s about
listening to Jesus and doing what He says.
Breaking of Bread is not an obligation, but a
celebration, it celebrates the Gospel: Jesus was
broken for us so that we can be fixed by Him.
Our relationship with him is renewed as we
spend time with him.

Celebrating the Lord’s Supper marks the story of
Jesus, how He gave Himself completely to give
us a better life, a new start, and a fresh
relationship with God. It’s not about a ritual to
revere, but a person to worship. Jesus is less
concerned about how we celebrate and more
concerned that we celebrate it. As often as we
remember Jesus, we should celebrate Jesus
with the breaking of bread, because it represents
God’s greatest expression of love for us.

My Notes

Celebrate

Celebrate the Breaking of Bread, either in your
own home, or together with your Church family.

Be thankful that Jesus died for you, so you could
know his forgiveness and his love.

Allow the Holy Spirit to fill you with the joy that
comes from knowing Jesus.



What a wonderful thought – celebrating God every day, discovering
his joy whatever circumstance you are going through. It’s clear from
Scripture that this is possible, and how God wants us to live our
Christian life. It was never his plan for us to get bogged down with
difficulties, or for us to live dry boring lives. That is why we see
celebrations both commanded and practiced throughout the Bible.
Jesus said that his purpose was to give us a rich, abundant life in
John 10:10. That abundant life includes celebration.

1. Always be Joyful

“Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all
circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to
Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 NLT

Our circumstances change all the time but being joyful is not the
same as being happy. Joy comes as we focus not on the
circumstances, but on God, knowing the contentment and
confidence in trusting him, whatever is happening. Joy is not built on
outward circumstances, but on Jesus dwelling inside us, part of the
fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22) which will grow as we keep our
focus on him. If the Spirit of Christ is always inside me and will never
leave me, then my joy will never leave me. No matter what I go
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Week 5: Every Day a Reason to
Celebrate



through, I can have joy because my God is with me. Good days— joy.
Bad days—joy. Suffering—joy. When everything goes my way—joy.
When nothing goes my way—joy. My joy remains because my Jesus
remains.
In this passage in Thessalonians, Paul shows us how we can always
know that joy:

�� Never stop praying – we can hand all
our circumstances over to God,
placing our trust in him.

�� Be thankful in all circumstances – we
know that God is in control of our
lives, he will see us through anything
and everything because we belong to
him, so thank him for who he is.

2. Discover the Heart of Celebration

Jesus loved to spend time with others, whether with his close friends or
others who did not know him. As Christians our reason for celebrating
is Jesus himself, discovering that he is the heart of celebration, we are
spending precious time with him. But because his heart was always to
reach out to those he was celebrating with, our heart too should be
valuing others as we spend time with them. As we read in Philippians
4:4-5, making it clear to them that we’re on their side, working with
them not against them.

He often had to rebuke the Pharisees, whose heart was not on either
God or people, but on empty religion. “Levi (Matthew) gave a large
dinner at his home for Jesus. Everybody was there, tax men and
other disreputable characters as guests at the dinner. The Phari-
sees and their religion scholars came to his disciples greatly of-
fended. “What is he doing eating and drinking with misfits and
‘sinners’?” Jesus heard about it and spoke up, “Who needs a
doctor: the healthy or the sick? I’m here inviting outsiders, not
insiders—an invitation to a changed life, changed inside and out.”
Luke 5:29-32. The Message



My Notes3. Celebrate!

So we can celebrate God, all day every day,
whether in our everyday life or on special
occasions, discovering God’s heart in all we do.
This is our 21st year as a Church, and we have
really missed seeing one another. Let’s use this
opportunity to reach out to others, when we are
able, recognizing that we have something that
is worth celebrating, that we value others in the
Church, and that we have a message of God’s
love, worth sharing with those who have not yet
become Christians.

Philippians 4:5 The Master is about to arrive –
he could show up any minute.

Jesus is coming back soon, and there is going to
be a fantastic celebration in Heaven – let’s invite
as many as we can to join us and discover the
overflowing joy that can only be found in him!

“I have loved you even as the Father has
loved me. Remain in my love. When you obey
my commandments, you remain in my love,
just as I obey my Father’s commandments
and remain in his love. I have told you these
things so that you will be filled with my joy.
Yes, your joy will overflow! This is my com-
mandment: Love each other in the same way I
have loved you.” John 15:9-12 NLT
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What we need to explain

The UK Government confirmed the move to step 4 of their Covid-19
recovery roadmap from 19 July. This removes all legal requirements.
Church worship is affected in the following ways:
• All remaining limits on social contact are removed. People may meet
with whom and with as many as they wish, both indoors and outdoors.
• Social distancing is no longer demanded in any setting.
• All restrictions on the numbers at and activities within weddings,
funerals and other life events are removed.
• Face coverings are no longer mandatory in any setting.
• There are no restrictions on singing.
Nevertheless, as infections continue to rise, the Government
recommends continuing caution. Good ventilation, diligence in hygiene,
wearing a face covering in enclosed and crowded spaces, and limiting
contact with those we do not live with, are all noted as beneficial
behaviours.

In the light of this, we recommend that it is both
sensible and appropriate for the church to continue to
take some measures to limit the spread of Covid-19.

Changes as from the 19th of July for Watton Pentecostal
Church

26



Please be aware that:
● We will maintain a careful hygiene routine for our building.

● We will ask that on entering the building you sanitise your hands.

● We will ask people from different households to sit apart.

● You will no longer need to pre-book a seat but you must book in at the door.

● We will expect that everyone will remain in their seats until the end of the service.
Please do not move around the building to talk to others, remain seated.

● Pre-filled communion cups will be available at the door.

● We will ventilate the building as much as possible.

● We will expect those attending to avoid physical contact such as handshakes and
hugs inside the building.

● We will expect those attending to use face coverings.

● We will expect congregational singing to be at low volume levels and with face
coverings.

● Recording of the service will stop to enable us to have longer services.

● There will be no refreshments served after the service.

● We will ask you to leave the building at the end of the service. Please follow
instructions.

● There will be no FLOS during the service but children are welcome to come with
their families and a craft activity will be provided for them.

● Please do not attend the service if you are feeling unwell.

● The back room will remain closed. Please use the toilet at the front.

● We will be unable to offer lifts to anyone until further notice.

Please follow the instructions to keep
everyone safe. 27



Celebration

August 2021

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.

The church will reopen for Sunday Services this
month in line with Government guidance and
with measures in place to keep us all safe. There
will be no need to book a seat in advance, but the
service will still be different to normal. Please
read the guidance on pages 26-27 for the
measures that will be in place upon your arrival
at church.


