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Many non-Christians ask the
question, “Is the Easter Story
true?”
The simple answer is YES, in
fact, there is more historical
evidence to say that Jesus was
a real person than there is for
the existence of King Arthur,
who supposedly lived around
AD500.

The Easter Story
Written by Roger Pawsey

The historical evidence for Jesus
of Nazareth is both long-
established and widespread.
Within a few decades of his
lifetime, he is mentioned by
Jewish and Roman historians, as
well as by dozens of Christian
writings. The Encyclopaedia
Britannica (15th edition) states,
“These independent accounts
prove that in ancient times even
the opponents of Christianity
never doubted the historicity of
Jesus”.
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Week One: Peter’s Story as recorded by
Mark chapters 14-16 (TLB)

Peter was a witness to the events that happened
over that weekend. What follows is his story event
by event. For the full story read Mark chapters
14-16.

The Last Supper Two of the disciples went on
ahead into the city and found everything as Jesus
had said it would be, and prepared the Passover.
In the evening Jesus arrived with the other
disciples.
As they were around the table Jesus spoke of his
betrayal by one of the disciples.

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it
to his disciples, saying, ‘Take it; this is my body.’
Then he took a cup, and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and they all drank from
it. ‘This is my blood of the new covenant, which is
poured out for many,’ he said to them. Afterwards
they left and went to the Mount of Olives.

My Notes
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Jesus Prays in Gethsemane. He told the disciples “Sit here while I go
and pray.” Then he took Peter, James, and John with Him; each time,
three in all, Jesus returned to the disciples and found them sleeping.

He was filled with a horror and deep
distress. He prayed that, if it were
possible, the awful hour awaiting Him
might pass him by. “Abba, Father,” he
said, “everything is possible for You.
Please take this cup of suffering away
from Me.  Yet I want Your will, not Mine.”
When he had finished praying he
returned to the disciples and woke them
up.

Jesus is Betrayed and Arrested. Judas,
one of the twelve disciples, arrived with a
mob that was armed with swords and

clubs.  They had been sent out by the leading priests and the other
leaders.  Judas had given them a prearranged signal: “You will know
which one to arrest when I go over and give Him the kiss of greeting.
Then you can take Him away under guard.”

As soon as they arrived, Judas walked up to Jesus. “Teacher!” He
exclaimed, and gave Him the kiss.  Then the others grabbed Jesus and
arrested him.  But someone pulled out a sword and slashed off an ear of
the high priest’s servant.  Jesus asked them, “Am I some dangerous
criminal, that you come armed with swords and clubs to arrest Me?  Why
didn’t you arrest Me in the Temple?  I was there teaching every day.  But
these things are happening to fulfil what the Scriptures say about Me.”

Jesus is Crucified. So Pilate, anxious
to please the crowd, released
Barabbas to them.  He ordered Jesus
flogged with a lead-tipped whip then
turned Him over to the Roman
soldiers to crucify Him.  They put a
purple robe on him, then twisted
together a crown of thorns and set it



My Noteson him. 18 And they began to call out to him,
‘Hail, king of the Jews!’ 19 Again and again they
struck him on the head with a staff and spat on
him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to
him. 20 And when they had mocked him, they
took off the purple robe and put his own clothes
on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.
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It was nine o’clock in the morning when the
crucifixion took place.  A signboard was fastened to
the cross above Jesus’ head, announcing the
charge against Him.  It read: “The King of the
Jews.”  Two criminals were crucified with Him, their
crosses on either side of His.  And the people
passing by shouted abuse, shaking their heads in
mockery.  “Ha! Look at you now!” they yelled at
Him. “You can destroy the Temple and rebuild it in
three days, can you?  Well then, save yourself and
come down from the cross!”

The leading priests and teachers of religious law
also mocked Jesus.  “He saved others,” they
scoffed, “but He can’t save himself!  Let this
Messiah, this king of Israel, come down from the
cross so we can see it and believe Him!”
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The Death of Jesus. At noon, darkness came over the whole land until
three in the afternoon. And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a
loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?’ (which means ‘My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?’). When some of those standing near
heard this, they said, ‘Listen, he’s calling Elijah.’ Someone ran, filled a
sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to
drink. ‘Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him down,’
he said.

With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. The curtain of the temple was
torn in two from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood there
in front of Jesus, saw how he died, he said, ‘Surely this man was the
Son of God!’

The Burial of Jesus. This all happened on
Friday, the day of preparation, the day before
the Sabbath.  Joseph of Arimathea, a
prominent member of the Council, who was
himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went
boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body.
Pilate was surprised to hear that he was
already dead. Summoning the centurion, he
asked him if Jesus had already died.  When
he learned from the centurion that it was so,
he gave the body to Joseph.  So Joseph
bought some linen cloth, took down the body,
wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in a
tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone
against the entrance of the tomb.

 The Resurrection – Jesus Is Risen! The next evening, when the Sab-
bath ended, Mary Magdalene, Salome and Mary the mother of James
went out and purchased burial spices to put on Jesus’ body.  Very early
on Sunday morning, just at sunrise, they came to the tomb.  On the
way they were discussing who would roll the stone away from the en-
trance to the tomb.  But when they arrived, they looked up and saw that
the stone – a very large one – had already been rolled aside.
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So they entered the tomb, and there on the right sat a young man
clothed in a white robe.  The women were startled, but the angel said,
“Do not be so surprised.  You are looking for Jesus, the Nazarene, who
was crucified. He isn’t here!  He has been raised from the dead!  Look,
this is where they laid His body.  Now go and give this message to His
disciples, including Peter: Jesus is going ahead of you to Galilee.  You
will see Him there, just as He told you before He died!”  The women fled
from the tomb, trembling and bewildered, saying nothing to anyone
because they were too frightened to talk.

It was early on Sunday morning when Jesus rose from the dead, and
the first person who saw Him was Mary Magdalene, the woman from
whom He had cast out seven demons. She went and found the
disciples, who were grieving and weeping.  But when she told them that
Jesus was alive and she had seen Him, they didn’t believe her.

Afterward He appeared to two who were walking from Jerusalem
into the country, but they didn’t recognize Him at first because He
had changed His appearance.  When they realized who He was,
they rushed back to tell the others, but no one believed them.

Still later He appeared to the eleven disciples as they were eating
together.  He rebuked them for their unbelief – their stubborn refusal
to believe those who had seen Him after He had risen.

And the disciples went everywhere and preached, and the Lord
worked with them, confirming what they said by many miraculous
signs.



Our story tells us that God loves you
so much that He sent His son Jesus
Christ to die for your sins. After His
resurrection and ascension into
heaven, He sent His Spirit to live in
our lives and empower us to live the
abundant life.  But we must personally
ask Him into our lives to be our Lord
and Saviour.  If you are sincere about
asking Him into your life, why don’t
you pray the suggested prayer below:

(Prayer is talking to God. God knows
your heart and is not as concerned
with your words as He is with the atti-
tude of your heart.)

Lord Jesus, I want to know You per-
sonally. Thank You for dying on the
cross for my sins. I open the door of
my life to You and ask you to come
in as my Saviour and Lord. Take
control of my life. Thank You for for-
giving my sins and giving me eternal
life. Make me the kind of person You
want me to be. Amen.

Is it the desire of your heart to make
this prayer yours? If yes, pray now
and according to his promise, Jesus
Christ will come into your life.

8
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We are going to look at the immediate impact of the
crucifixion on those there, rather than at the appalling
way that Jesus was treated. We will not dwell on the
betrayal, then the illegal trial, then the torture, even the
Roman Procurator Pilate who knew he was innocent
(Matthew 27:19-24), and then finally the death of a
criminal. We will look at the impact on people in
Jerusalem who were witnesses to the supernatural events
surrounding the crucifixion as recorded by Matthew.

Week Two: The Crucifixion

My Notes

And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice,
he gave up his spirit.

At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in
two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks
split and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many
holy people who had died were raised to life. They
came out of the tombs and after Jesus’ resurrection
(and) went into the holy city and appeared to many
people. When the centurion and those with him who
were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all
that had happened, they were terrified, and
exclaimed, ‘Surely he was the Son of God!’
(Matthew 27:50-54 NIVUK)
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Let us take a brief look at what happened. At the sixth hour (12 noon)
darkness came over the land. Some have said that it was an eclipse but
this was quickly dismissed because it was Passover and time of the full
moon. It has also been suggested that God stopped the light of the Sun
reaching the earth because such a shameful thing should be done in
darkness.

Then at his death there was the earthquake, where the curtain in the
temple was torn from top to bottom, Rocks split open, tombs broke open
and the bodies of holy people were raised to life.

Imagine now for a moment that you were one of the following, how
would you feel?

a) The Roman Soldiers guarding him.
These are the ones who mocked him,
spat on him and flogged him. Our
reading says they were terrified.
Tradition tells us that they came to be
his followers and were posted to the
furthest outpost of the Roman Empire,
England.
b) The crowd who had shouted ‘crucify
him.’
I think that they would have felt an
overwhelming sense of guilt in the days
following and I am left wondering how
many of these were part of the crowd of
three thousand that responded to the
gospel on the day of Pentecost.

c) The chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders.
Absolute panic, the curtain in the temple had torn from top to bottom,
which spoke of their access to God and authority. At this point people
tend to do one of two things they either maintain the error and even
more strongly defend it, or they recognise the error and change their
mind. Even today people resist and reject the truth and when faced
clearly with the truth reject it, reject the messenger and hold to the
error more strongly.



My Notes
d) Pontius Pilate and the Roman authorities.
It must have been very unnerving; they were trying
to stop a Jewish revolt and the evidence of events
meant that they could blame the Jews. The church
continued this blame game in the ‘Teaching of
Contempt’ towards the Jews, which continued to
the twentieth century. However, tradition tells us
that Pontius Pilate became a believer and
preached the gospel in Italy where he became a
martyr.

e) Jesus’ disciples.
They must have felt that their world, their whole
existence had been turned upside-down. Then
within a few things their understanding was
completely transformed. They moved in obedience
to the instructions given them, see Mark 16:7 &
Luke 24:49. They were in each place as
commanded.

11
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Friendship Club

Messages

Noah’s Ark Baby & Toddler Group

We hope that you are all keeping
well and that we are able to
reopen soon. Love from The
Noah’s Ark Team

Hi Everyone, hope you
are ok, it has been a
longtime since we were
all together but
hopefully not much
longer.
Jon Rachael Graham
and I all send our love
and wish you a very
Happy Easter time xx
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PULS
E
YOUTH GROUP

TUESDAYS
7PM-8.30PM
IN THE
CHURCH

SPEAK TO ALI OR

PULSE
YOUTH GROUPHope you are all doing well. We miss

our Tuesday nights so much meeting
with you all. We hope that home
schooling is going well. Lots of love
Ali & James

Prayer focus:

1. Please pray for the leadership team that God will give them
wisdom in how and when to begin using the church again.

2. Please pray for people we know who are on their own and
struggling with isolation.

3. Please pray for our children, schools and teachers as they
prepare to reopen.



f) The criminal who said “Jesus, remember me when you come into
your kingdom.”
I think the man would have felt a sense of apprehension, terrified and
absolute agony as he asked the question. The answer, ‘Truly I tell
you, today you will be with me in paradise.’ I think at those words
something of the apprehension, the fear and the pain left him.
A closing thought. The disciples were in the right place to meet with
Jesus. They followed instruction. Are you in the right place to meet
with Jesus; is there something you need to leave behind? Perhaps
you need to go somewhere and express your love? Or maybe you
need to wait to receive the promise that God has given you.
Please don’t miss out; be in the right place at the right time in your
heart and receive.
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My Notes

Surely this is the most wonderful proclamation over
the Easter weekend.

Paul writes to the Corinthians in his first letter
chapter 15: 3-8,

“For what I received I passed on to you as of first
importance: that Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,
and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the
Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five
hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same
time, most of whom are still living, though some
have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James,
then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared
to me also, as to one abnormally born.”
The evidence is so overwhelming that it should be
beyond dispute, over 500 witnesses, most of
whom were alive at the time, testified that Jesus is
alive.

But let us look at the testimony of just three
believers, Mary Magdalene, James and Paul.

Week 3: He Is Risen



Mary Magdalene.

John 20: 16-17 tells us, “Jesus said to
her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and
cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which
means “Teacher”). Jesus said, “Do not
hold on to me, for I have not yet
ascended to the Father. Go instead to
my brothers and tell them, ‘I am
ascending to my Father and your Father,
to my God and your God.””
Mary Magdalene or Mary from Magdala
was the first person to see Jesus alive,
the risen Christ. There are many
conspiracy theories about her but we
should be aware that the times limited
the roles women should play.

In the other three gospels, the fear of those who suddenly recognized
Jesus is always stressed (Matthew 28:10, Mark 16:8 and Luke 24:5). In
John's story as it stands there is no mention of this awe-stricken fear.
Some scholars think that what John originally wrote is Jesus was
saying to Mary: "Don't be afraid; I haven't gone to my Father yet; I am
still here with you."
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But here was Mary, the first person to see
the risen Lord, the first person to speak to
him and the first person to tell others that
he had risen.

Let us first discard some of the conspira-
cies, she is not the same person as the
Mary of Bethany, who anointed Jesus’
feet and wiped them with her hair (John
12:3–7), nor was she the penitent woman
whose sins Jesus pardoned for anointing
him in a like fashion (Luke 7:37–48). She
was not the wife of Jesus, neither did they
or she settle in the South of France. She
did move to Ephesus with the household
of John and Mary the mother of Jesus.



17

What we do know is that she together with other
women travelled with and supported Jesus and the
disciples. Luke tells us in chapter 8:1-3,

My Notes

“After this, Jesus travelled about from one town
and village to another, proclaiming the good news
of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with
him, and also some women who had been cured
of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called
Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come
out; Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of
Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others.
These women were helping to support them out
of their own means.” (NIV)

Luke introduces three of the women who travel
with Jesus around Galilee and unto his death in
Jerusalem (see also 23:49, 55; 24:10). These
women are actively engaged in Jesus' work, for
Luke says they provide support, possibly as
patrons who fund Jesus' mission.

It was not necessarily scandalous in the first
century for women to join themselves to a
traveling male teacher or religious figure, but the
mere presence of women among Jesus'
followers, along with Luke's willingness to make
them known, suggests that Jesus' movement was
more inclusive and welcoming toward women
than were some others in the ancient world.

My Notes
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It also tells us that Mary was probably from a wealthy family, as was
‘Joanna the wife of Chuza.’ Chuza was a royal official looking after
King Herod’s property in the region and may have been the royal
official of John 4. We start to see why these women were so vehement
in the desire to serve the Messiah.

The work of these women would have been behind the scenes but
they gave the   gifting and the gifts they had. William Barclay tells of an
old shoemaker who once had wished to become a minister but the
way had never opened up. He was the friend of a young divinity
student; and when the lad one day was called to his first charge the
old man asked him for a favour. He asked to be allowed always to
make his shoes so that he might feel the preacher was wearing his
shoes in that pulpit into which he could never go himself.

James.
“If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your
neighbour as yourself,” you are doing right. But if you show
favouritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. For
whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is
guilty of breaking all of it." (James 2: 8-10 NIV)

There is a strange legend that says James had made a vow that he
would neither eat nor drink till he had seen Jesus risen from the dead,
and that Jesus, appearing to him, said, "My brother, eat thy bread, for
the Son of man is risen from the dead." The truth of the appearance is
strongly supported by the fact that James, like the rest of the Lord's
"brothers," "did not believe" in Christ before the Crucifixion,
whereas after the Resurrection we find him and the rest of "the Lord's
brothers" ardently convinced.



My NotesWe see James the Lord’s brother, the writer of the
letter in AD45-49; in AD 50 (Acts 15) we see him
preside over the council of Apostles and Elders of
the church in Jerusalem. James opened the way for
the church to become one; there is no favouritism
for there is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither
slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you
are all one in Christ Jesus.

In his letter he basically says the law cannot save
you. You are saved by grace through faith.
Therefore, obey the Royal Law, and “Love your
neighbour as yourself” showing no favouritism.

James changed dramatically after Jesus appeared
to him. The idea that the church was inclusive and
that the gospel was for everyone was consolidated
by James.

Paul.
Paul was one of the leaders of the first generation
of Christians, often considered a major figure within
the early church; he also had many enemies and
detractors, and his contemporaries probably did not
accord him as much respect as they
gave Peter and James. Paul was compelled to
struggle, therefore, to establish his own worth and
authority. His surviving letters, however, have had
enormous influence on subsequent Christianity and
secure his place as one of the greatest religious
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But let us listen to Pauls testimony as recorded by Luke of his
encounter with Jesus.
Acts 26:9-19 (TLB), “I used to believe that I ought to do many horrible
things to the followers of Jesus of Nazareth, I imprisoned many of the
saints in Jerusalem, as authorized by the High Priests; and when they
were condemned to death, I cast my vote against them. I used torture
to try to make Christians everywhere curse Christ. I was so violently
opposed to them that I even hounded them in distant cities in foreign
lands.
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“I was on such a mission to
Damascus, armed with the au-
thority and commission of the
chief priests, when one day
about noon, sir, a light from
heaven brighter than the sun
shone down on me and my
companions. We all fell down,
and I heard a voice speaking to
me in Hebrew, ‘Paul, Paul, why
are you persecuting me? You
are only hurting yourself.

“‘Who are you, sir?’ I asked.
“And the Lord replied, ‘I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting. Now
stand up! For I have appeared to you to appoint you as my servant
and my witness. You are to tell the world about this experience and
about the many other occasions when I shall appear to you. And I will
protect you from both your own people and the Gentiles. Yes, I am
going to send you to the Gentiles to open their eyes to their true con-
dition so that they may repent and live in the light of God instead of in
Satan’s darkness, so that they may receive forgiveness for their sins
and God’s inheritance along with all people everywhere whose sins
are cleansed away, who are set apart by faith in me.’

People have said, “How can we know it is true, that this really
happened in this man’s life?” My answer is look at the change in his
lifestyle, look at the fruit of his life before his encounter and the fruit of
his life after his encounter.



Week 4: The Promise (Acts 1)

But when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you will receive power to
testify about me with great effect, to the people in Jerusalem, throughout
Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth, about my death and
resurrection.” (Acts 1:8 TLB)
Being empowered by the Holy Spirit isn’t about feeling great, although
you might, it is about a greater filling. When we are filled with the Holy
Spirit, there is less of us, our wants, our desires, our sins, and our
influences.
Many Christians are still trying to live life in their own limited power
allowing the world to knock them down with guilt, bitterness, hatred,
insecurities, doubts, busyness, distraction, pride, greed, and more.

We can live victoriously in this life by God’s
grace — but it only comes through tapping
into God’s limitless resources, being
empowered through the Holy Spirit, and liv-
ing in the fullness of God. It is easy to think
that Christianity is about doing but really it is
firstly about being. We become a Christian
by faith, believing in and trusting the grace
of God.

The empowering work of the Holy Spirit is
not only a privilege to experience; it is a
miracle to behold. Think about what it’s like
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to walk into your house after it has been cleaned from top to bottom
by someone other than yourself. Though we don’t see the person
cleaning we witness the effect of the work. Their presence was
evidenced in the dusted lounge, the clean sinks, and my tidied
bedroom. In the same way, while we are busy doing life, the Holy
Spirit is producing His fruit in us, if we are willing and cooperate. The
proof is in our growing spirit of love and joy, peace and patience. A life
empowered by the invisible Holy Spirit is evidenced by His visible fruit.
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But a bowl of fruit that just sits there looking pretty
doesn’t do much good. God desires fruit in our lives
for a much more practical reason. It’s through the
fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) that we serve
the Father and bless those around us.

But the fruit produced by the Holy Spirit within you is
divine love in all its varied expressions: joy that
overflows, peace that subdues, patience that
endures, kindness in action, a life full of virtue,
faith that prevails, gentleness of heart, and
strength of spirit. Never set the law above these
qualities, for they are meant to be limitless.

So how full is your fruit bowl?

There’s a reason the Holy Spirit is with you and in
you. There is a reason He is equipping and
empowering you. This reason is your purpose in
ministry. What good is it to be empowered if you
don’t have a role to fulfil that requires
empowerment? Ask how you can serve.
Maybe at the moment you feel you need more fruit
or faith or perhaps you are unsure what to do or
what you should be doing. If that is you today
remember what Jude, Jesus’ younger brother, said
to us “But you, my delightfully loved friends,
constantly and progressively build yourselves up on
the foundation of your most holy faith by praying
every moment in the Spirit. Fasten your hearts to
the love of God” (TPT)

My Notes



Paul uses this phrase “praying . . . in the Spirit” to refer to praying in
tongues. (See Rom. 8:26; 1 Cor. 14:15; Eph. 6:18.) It can also mean
“pray as led by the Spirit,” “pray in the Spirit’s realm,” or “pray by
means of/power of the Spirit.”

The term ‘praying in the Holy Spirit’ is a term that has been difficult for
the hierarchal churches to translate but Bishop Ellicott in the 19th

century says, “It means that we pray in His strength and wisdom: He
moves our hearts and directs our petitions.”

What better and easier way is to pray in the Holy Spirit by using the
gifts that the Holy Spirit distributes. This includes speaking in tongues,
which is speaking to God in an unknown language of either men or
angels.
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Paul in Romans 8:26 (TPT) says,
“And in a similar way, the Holy Spirit
takes hold of us in our human frailty to
empower us in our weakness. For
example, at times we don’t even know
how to pray, or know the best things to
ask for. But the Holy Spirit rises up
within us to super-intercede on our
behalf, pleading to God with emotional
sighs too deep for words.”

So let us build ourselves up, let us fill
the fruit bowl of our heart, let us be
empowered to serve and let us pray in
the Holy Spirit.
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Here is the plan for reopening the church. Please be aware that dates
may change as Government guidance changes.

The service may be different today but Jesus is the same
yesterday, today and forever. Booking for services will be on the
on the Friday before the Sunday. Phone to book your seats from
10am 01953 880920


