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Coming of Age
On the 1st of January 2000 two
churches, Watton AOG and Watton
Community Church, joined together,
and became a new church for a
new millennium.
Therefore, we declare that this
month our church is 21 years old.
Hooray!! Praise God.
Now, 21 used to be the year that
people came of age, could make
decisions for themselves and take
responsibility for things. When Tina
and I got married we had to have
the permission of our parents
because we were only twenty years
old. I still have a letter from the
registrar written to my Father
confirming the wedding
arrangements.
How things have changed.
There used to be a song that went
something like;
Twenty-one today
twenty-one today
We’ve got the
key of the door
never been
twenty-one before
And father says
you can do as you like
so, shout hip-hip-hooray
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Written by Roger Pawsey

The part that struck me was
“And father says
“you can do as you like
so, shout hip-hip-hooray.”” It
reminded me of what a wise man
once said “Love God and do as
you want”. You see if we love God
we will want to please him rather
than just ourselves.
Our Heavenly Father has set us
free and has given us keys to
understand his purpose for each
of us individually and together as
one body, the church.
This month we are going to use
these keys and explore all that
God has got for us and the
purpose for which he called us.
Let us take freedom and
responsibility that God has given
us to move into a new era as a
church.

Week One: The Key To Our Freedom

Many Christians have not yet fully grasped the
freedom that Jesus Christ has wrought for us.
Historically, the church has created a number of
legal fictions, that have confused our understanding
such as;
a) Babies who died before being baptised did not go
to heaven. As a consequence, children who died at
birth were forbidden to be buried on consecrated
ground and denied a funeral service.
b) People who die by suicide were forbidden to be
buried on consecrated ground and denied a funeral
service. In 2015 the decision was made to sweep
away ecclesiastical laws which for centuries have
said suicide is sinful and those who die by their own
hand must be denied the complete rites of Christian
burial.
Teaching that we must live by the laws established
by the church, rather than living in the freedom Paul
taught the Ephesians 1:5; “He
predestined and lovingly planned for us to be
adopted to Himself as [His own] children through
Jesus Christ, in accordance with the kind
intention and good pleasure of His will”
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In Christ we have Freedom and full legal adoption.
In the ancient world, where Roman law prevailed, adoption would be an
even more meaningful picture than it is to us. For there the family was
based on what was called the father's power. A father had absolute power
over his children, he could sell his child as a slave or even kill him.
Under Roman law a child could not possess anything; everything was the
property of his father. It did not matter how old the son was, or to what
status he had risen, he was absolutely in his father's power.
The ritual of adoption must have been very
impressive. It was carried out by a symbolic
sale in which copper and scales were used.
Twice the real father sold his son, and twice
he symbolically bought him back; finally, he
sold him a third time, and at the third sale
he did not buy him back. After this the
adopting father had to go to the praetor, one
of the principal Roman magistrates, and
plead the case for the adoption. Only after
all this had been gone through was the
adoption complete.
When the adoption was complete it was
complete indeed. The person who had been
adopted had all the rights of a legitimate son
in his new family and completely lost all
rights in his old family. In the eyes of the law
he was a new person. So new was he that even all debts and obligations
connected with his previous family were abolished as if they had never
existed.
We have been adopted into God’s family, we are a brand new person.
The debts and obligations to God that we owed in our previous life are
cancelled. We are free from the past, no longer dead but alive.
Redeemed and adopted.
Jesus paid the price for our freedom, our salvation. He paid by giving
himself to be a sacrifice for our sins. Paul again tells us that in Jesus we
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in
accordance with the riches of God’s grace.
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He died for us in accordance with God’s grace, if
we believe that he has done it for us and paid in
full for our sin. Yes, and even the faith that
enables us to believe was a gift from God.
We have to decide: ‘What we are going to do
with this freedom won for us by Jesus?’ In 2021,
let us decide to WLW!
Walk, in this new freedom, confident in all we
attempt that God is with us.
Live, in this new freedom, leaving the old nature
behind to live as a new creation.
Work, with this new freedom knowing that in all
we attempt God is for us.
Let our New Year resolution be to walk, live and
to work as Jesus would.
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My Notes

Week 2: The Key to Worship and
Fellowship
My Notes

Jesus answered him, “‘Love [The Hebrew in Matthew is
“worship,” also quoted as “worship” by Justin Martyr (ca. AD
165), First Apology XXI.] the Lord your God with every

passion of your heart, with all the energy of your being,
and with every thought that is within you. This is the
great and supreme commandment. And the second is
like it in importance: ‘You must love your friend in the
same way you love yourself. Contained within these
commandments to love you will find all the meaning of
the Law and the Prophets.” (Matthew 22:37-40 TPT)
The key to Worship is love and love is the key to good
fellowship.
When defining worship Chris Bowater says, “On a
simplistic level praise is a responsibility - there's not a
lot of option. He says that if we don't praise Him then
the inanimate objects will, so praise is the responsibility
of all creation but worship is a response - God doesn't
make us do it, we choose to do it.
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Worship comes out of a relationship and a recognition of who God is. It's
a response out of love, it's as simple and profound as that. Praise has
got to be the fruit of the lips but you can have wordless worship just as a
loving relationship doesn't require words.
Worship is about my family relationships, about how I am with my
children and my wife, how I am with my finances. It's presenting my
body as living worship, everything I am and hope to be laying it down.”
Remembering our new freedom
that was won for us by Jesus
Christ; what is your worship
response to him?
Here are some of the lyrics of
‘Here I am to Worship’ by Chris
Bowater.

Light of the world
You stepped down into darkness
Opened my eyes, let me see
Beauty that made this heart adore You
Hope of a life spent with You
Here I am to worship
Here I am to bow down
Here I am to say that You're my God
You're altogether lovely
Altogether worthy
Altogether wonderful to me
My challenge is to say these words each day this week.
Why do I say love is the key to fellowship, our relationships with one
another? Well, let us read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (TPT) where Paul
attempts to define love. Read each of the 9 statements
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1. Love is large and incredibly patient.
2. Love is gentle and consistently kind to all. It refuses to be
jealous when blessing comes to someone else.
3. Love does not brag about one’s achievements nor inflate its own
importance.
4. Love does not traffic in shame and disrespect, nor selfishly seek its
own honour.
5. Love is not easily irritated or quick to take offense.
6. Love joyfully celebrates honesty and finds no delight in what is
wrong.
7. Love is a safe place of shelter, for it never stops believing the best
for others,
8. Love never takes failure as defeat, for it never gives up.
9. Love never stops loving.

When it comes to fellowship in the church, the body of Christ, love is truly
a superior way to live that is beyond comparison. But love is the natural
outflow of Jesus’ love for us. 1 John 4:19 says “We love because he first
loved us.” Therefore, we cannot boast or take credit for our love for other
people.
My challenge is that each day this week you choose one of the 9
statements and live it all day.
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Week 3: The Key to
Discipleship
Matthew 28:19-20 “Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always,
to the very end of the age.”
So how are you going to make disciples without a
recipe? Let’s begin by discovering what a disciple
really is.
A disciple is a human being, just like you and me,
who is on a journey of learning and changing as
we learn from the master together. Disciples are
not in a competition; neither are they in some way
perfect but they are growing and changing to be
more and more like our perfect master Jesus.

The Greek word for disciple is ‘mathetes’ which
literally means a ‘learner,’ indicating thought
accompanied by endeavour. It was used in secular
Greek for an apprentice to a tradesman. Therefore,
a disciple was not just a pupil but one who practiced
the teaching. Disciples were often spoken of as
imitators of their teachers. This is why in Antioch
disciples were called ‘Christians’ meaning little
Christs as they did the things that Jesus did.
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My Notes

New year messages

Noah’s Ark Baby & Toddler Group
Happy New Year! We want to wish you all the best for 2021! We really
hope to see you all very soon. Love from The Noah’s Ark Team

Friendship
Club
Hi Everyone,
we wish you all a Happy
And peaceful New year
with love from Rachael,
Jon,Gra and Terrie xx

Happy
New
Year
Everyone!!
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May you experience a great year and a
wonderful time ahead. Another year has
passed (thank God), another year has come. I
pray that you will achieve all of your dreams.
May the Lord our God pour his love and
peace on you. Happy New Year! with lots of
love from Tina, Roger, Terrie, Graham,
Rachael, Jon and Elaine.
Prayer focus: As we face a new year and the prospect of continuing our
church presence online, please pray for everyone involved in the worship,
those who prepare the daily verses and those who preach.
Please pray for members and regular visitors to the church, many of whom
are going through difficult times.
Please pray for an end to the pandemic as the roll out of the vaccine takes
place.
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TUESDAYS
7PM-8.30PM
IN THE
Hope
you are all doing well. We miss
CHURCH
our
Tuesday nights so much meeting YOUTH GROUP
with you all. Hope you have a fantastic
New Year and hopefully it won’t be
long before
can
all be together
SPEAK
TOwe
ALI
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again. Lots of love Ali & James
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YOUTH GROUP

Let us look at five thoughts about living as a disciple of Jesus Christ.
a) A disciple is a person who lives continually by the word of Jesus.
b) A disciple is a person who commits his life to the master.
c) A disciple is a person who lives in a fruit-bearing relationship with Jesus.
d) A disciple is a person who is committed to unconditional sacrificial love
for others.
e) A disciple is a person who is dedicated to the fulfilment of Christ’s
commission.
Practically what does it mean to be a disciple? The answer is that when we
are faced with a new or difficult challenge ask yourself the question, ‘what
would Jesus do?’
The Duties of a disciple
Being a disciple has certain
responsibilities and if we want to take
being a disciple seriously we should
apply these things to our lifestyle.
We should make firm decisions to do
what Jesus would do. However, we may
make a decision in our youth or when
we start on the path of discipleship, that
we now realise is not what Jesus would
do. We must have the courage to
change. Remember, decisions that are
not carried out in experience are of little
value.
Keep to the teaching of Jesus, when you do not hear his voice you can
still read his words.
The instruction, “Therefore go and make disciples” does not mean
every Christian should ‘go on a mission’. It really means from the
Greek ‘to go on one’s way,’ giving the sense that our verse could read,
“As you go on your way, as you go about your daily life, as you live out
the truth that is in you – make disciples.”
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Benefits of being a disciple
There are so many benefits of being a
disciple there are too many to list. It is
great to look back and see a life well
lived. Here are just three benefits to
living as a disciple of Jesus:
1. Changes start to happen from the very
first day, you find that you have a better
attitude towards people, money, and
society.
2. You experience a refining and
purifying of your life. Many of the
negative thoughts, attitudes and actions
which are inconsistent with the life of
Jesus fall away.
3. Love will govern your actions, words
and attitudes. You will become more
willing to forgive. You will have a greater
compassion for those in need and a
greater concern for the lost.
The key to discipleship is to keep learning, keep changing, keep going
and keep being.
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Week 4: The Key to Ministry
Historically church has often associated ministry with position and
status and authority. We understand this more if we look at the words
saint and priest. Both words in the New Testament refer to every born
again believer.
Ephesians 4:10-12
The same one who descended is also the one who ascended above
the heights of heaven, in order to begin the restoration and
fulfilment[a] of all things.
And he has appointed some with grace to be apostles, and some with
grace to be prophets, and some with grace to be evangelists,[b] and
some with grace to be pastors,[c] and some with grace to be
teachers.[d] And their calling is to nurture and prepare all the holy believers to do their own works of ministry, and as they do this they will
enlarge and build up the body of Christ.
Footnotes:
a) Ephesians 4:10 As translated from
the Aramaic. The Greek text says “that
he might fill all things.”
b) Ephesians 4:11 The Aramaic can be
translated “preachers.”
c) Ephesians 4:11 Or “shepherds.”
d) Ephesians 4:11 The Aramaic can be
translated “wise orators.”

Some churches teach that saints are a special
class of believers who have been granted the
status of sainthood to a person based on that
person's special deeds. It is an honour bestowed
posthumously. In contrast, the Bible views every
Christian as a saint, as someone set apart for
God's work. Ephesians 4:12 (translated here as
holy believers) teaches that the spiritual gifts are
given "to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
for building up the body of Christ." Clearly, the
"saints" are ordinary Christians involved in service
in the church.
Whereas the word priest; in some churches a
priest is a person who has status and a position of
authority. Peter tells us in his first letter that every
believer is chosen, special and a priest to the King
of Kings, Jesus. He says, “But you are a chosen
people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s
special possession” (1 Peter 2:9 NIV).
The role of the ministry gifts to the church will
depend upon the model the church chooses to
follow. In this church we believe that church is a
family, that we are children of God, and therefore
brothers and sisters together.
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My Notes

The ministry gift roles are not about position, status or authority. They
are a function to equip the church, that is the people. When the people
of the church recognise a ministry gift (apostle, prophet, evangelist,
pastor and teacher) in action they thank Jesus for the gift to the church
and honour the gift. They do not bestow on the person special status or
position but recognise the gift operating in the person.
Verse 12 in the Living Bible says, “Why is it
that he gives us these special abilities to do
certain things best? It is that God’s people
will be equipped to do better work for him,
building up the Church, the body of Christ,
to a position of strength and maturity;”
The key to ministry is service; ministers
serve the church they are not served by the
church. Ministry is a function, a special
ability, a gift that helps build up the church.
It could be preaching, or pastoral service or
simply smiling and greeting people.
John Phillips told a story about a church in Scotland where he was
the Pastor. The church grew and grew and he was asked for the key
to the church’s success. He said, “It is the man on the door, when he
welcomes people to the service the greeting is like the greeting of a
long missed brother. When he is there saying good bye it is a heart
felt good bye that tears at the heart strings. He is the reason for the
growth, people feel included, he is a gift from God to the church.”
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Week 5: The Key to being Team
Together
The church is the ultimate team in effectiveness
when remodelling and reorganising our world. The
Greek word for church is ‘Ekklesia’ which literally
means ‘out of a calling’. Every born again believer is
called by God through Jesus Christ.
The two aspects of the church or assembly as used
in the New Testament are the universal church and
the local church.

THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH which is a glorious
reality. We enter by faith in Christ. But it is invisible. It is not yet complete. Its first meeting is yet
to take place. No man can lay his hand on it.
THE LOCAL CHURCH - this too is a glorious reality. We enter first by faith in Christ and then by
commitment and responsibility. It is visible; it enables the world to see Christ at work through his
visible body. William Gurnall said, "The church is
nothing but Christ displayed."
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My Notes

Most of the references in the New Testament to the church refer not to
the invisible universal church but to the visible local church. When the
word ‘ekklesia’ was translated into English as Assembly or Congregation by William Tyndale in the 16th century, he was hunted down by the
established churches and executed by being burnt at the stake.
If Tyndale is right and our local church is the body of Christ (the
church) then we have work to do.
Ephesians 3:10-12 says
“10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of
God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose that he
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him and through faith in
him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.”
His intent, through the church,
is that the manifold wisdom of
God should be made known.
There is a challenge for us as
we come of age, move into our
new areas of freedom,
rejoicing in our worship and
fellowship, dedicating
ourselves to grow as his
disciples and moving in our
ministry. We are at a point
where once again we, church,
can rise and shine and make
known the manifold wisdom of
God, that sent Jesus to rescue
and save mankind.
In our task let us as a local church, as a local assembly or a local
congregation take up the challenge and work together, one team, for
the glory of God.
What is the key to a successful and effective team? The key is to
understand the essence of team.
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Years ago in management there was a saying that TEAM was
important because in TEAM:
T = Together
E = Everyone
A = Achieves
M = More

Bearing this in mind we can say:
a) everyone in team church is important
Let us remember that everyone is important whatever our role, not
everyone can go on a mission but everyone can pray, not everyone
can preach but everyone can learn. To use a sporting metaphor if we
sit on the bench or play in the game we all celebrate the performance.
b) team church has purpose
Our purpose is to make known the gospel, through song, through
preaching and sharing, through kindnesses and love. We are to all the
light of the world, Jesus, to shine through our lives. Planning events for
the public is a wonderful means to achieve our goals.
c) team church is a safe place
It is really important that church is that safe place, like most
organisations we use policies and protocols to enhance safety. But we
all have a role to play in creating a safe place. By our attitudes and our
words, love creates a safe place.
d) team church rejoices with each step
Let us encourage one another in each step we take, we can find joy in
thanking people and giving our approval in each step they take. We
can also express our joy as we praise Jesus for all he has done and
worship him from our hearts.
Let us in 2021, the year of our coming of age stride forward as team
church to take hold of the future, rescue many and rejoice in the
presence of the living God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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The Coming of Age
We regret that Watton Pentecostal Church will be
closed for all services and groups from now until
further notice, but the church is not this building, it is
and always will be its people and we are still here! We
will continue to pray, worship and praise God no
matter where we are.
You can contact the church Leadership Team
By phone on 07475956858 or
Email info@watton.org
And do not forget you can find us at
www.wattonchurch.org or on Facebook - Watton
Church.
We will return and open the doors to the church when
we are able to, but the door to God is always open and
will never be shut for anyone who knocks and seeks
Him.
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.

