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The Joy of Christmas
I would like to ask a question to
start this month’s study.
“Do adults really get Christmas?” I
think we adults miss the pure
excitement and a joy that is
beyond all reason and vastly
extravagant. Surely this is the joy of
Christmas. We get caught up with
all the practicalities that we miss the
unimaginable wonder and authentic
reality of Christmas.
This story best sums it up. A friend
of mine, a pastor, was walking
down a street on Christmas Eve
when he saw a small boy on the
opposite side of the road trying to
ring a door bell but the button was
too high for him to reach. He
watched the boy for a while and
then decided it was his Christian
and neighbourly duty to help the
boy. So, he crossed the road
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pressed the doorbell for the boy,
crouched down to the boy’s level
and said “Now what my Little Ol’
Man?” The boy grinned and said
“Now we run!”
We called it ‘knockdown ginger’
what did you call it?
Many adults, like my friend miss
the point, and miss out on the fun
and awe of Christmas.
Perhaps during this month, we
can help us all restore something
of the wonder of Christmas.
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Week One: The Joy of Christmas
And there were shepherds living out in the fields
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.
An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid. I bring you good news that will
cause great joy for all the people. Today in the
town of David a Saviour has been born to you;
he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and
lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:8-12 NIV)

If there is a single word that describes what
Christmas is all about, it’s the little word “joy.” Yet
many people don’t feel the JOY of Christmas.
Part of our problem is that we’ve got the wrong idea
about joy. We tend to connect it with happiness and
think that joy depends on our circumstances.
The word Joy comes from the Greek word ‘Chara’,
which comes from the same root as ‘Charis’ or
grace.
3

a) The foretelling of His Coming
Notice the simple phrase—"born this day in the town of David.” The town or
city of David is not Jerusalem—it’s Bethlehem, which is about 5 miles south
of Jerusalem.
Seven hundred years earlier it had been foretold through the prophet
Micah that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2 & 4).
When Micah said this Bethlehem was a tiny, inconsequential village. No
one would ever have named it as one of the top holiday destinations. If
you went there, you would find a few small houses and that’s about it.

However, all the Jews knew that the
Messiah would be born there. Matthew 2:16 tells us that when the Magi came to Herod
in Jerusalem, they asked “Where is the one
who has been born king of the Jews? We
have seen his star in the east and have
come to worship him.” In other words,
where is the Messiah going to be born?
Herod gathered his theological advisors and
asked them the same question. They
replied by quoting Micah 5:2 & 4.
The point is that everyone knew where the
Messiah was to be born.

b) The Reality of His Coming
Let’s look at our text again. The angel says, “Today in the town of David a
Saviour has been born to you”. They speak to the fact that what
happened in Bethlehem was nothing less than the birth of a baby named
Jesus Christ.
We need to say that there were no miracles associated with the physical
birth of Jesus Christ. Even though we often speak of the Virgin Birth of
Christ, it’s important to remember that the real miracle took place nine
months earlier when the Holy Spirit overshadowed Mary with the result
that although she was a virgin, she became pregnant. That was an
amazing miracle which has never been repeated in the history of the
world.
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However, from that point on Mary’s pregnancy
followed the normal course of all human
pregnancies leading to the momentous night in
Bethlehem when she gave birth to the Lord
Jesus in a stable. Although Luke gives no
details, we may safely assume that the delivery
itself was normal in every way. Or at least as
normal as any birth could be under such trying
circumstances.
In our scripture the word ‘today’ really stands
out. Much debate has happened over the actual
date and year of the birth, which we might
consider as adults missing the point. The thing is
it actually happened on a day, which at that
moment was today.

c) The Result of His coming
The main point of the scripture is this, “a
Saviour has been born to you; he is the
Messiah, the Lord.”
Each word is really important:
‘Saviour’ is an Old Testament word that mean
deliverer, preserver, one who liberates, redeems,
saves his people.
‘Messiah’ which means the anointed-one, the one
like a son of man who was to come, the one the
prophets said would come and be born in
Bethlehem.
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My Notes

‘Lord’ is the Hebrew word Yahweh or Jehovah which is the name by
which God calls himself. It means ‘He is’, for example He is the eternally
self-existent one, the absolute, unchanging one.
The result of his coming is only really understood when we know who it
was who came and the reason why he came.
He came for you.
Jesus, which means Jehovah who saves, came into this world to rescue
mankind. He asks you to trust him. What is your reply? He did come for
you and me.
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Week 2: The Real Gift of
Christmas
My Notes

In just a few days Christmas will be here. Families will
gather around the tree to open their presents. Already
some children are counting the hours until that joyous
moment arrives. Today being Sunday 13th that is 12
days, 288 hours and 17,280 minutes to go, but hey
who’s counting.
When you receive your gifts this Christmas, what will
you do? We open them. What use is a gift that is never
opened?
Two thousand years ago God sent a gift wrapped in
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. Jesus is
God’s Christmas gift to you. But you can never really
experience the joy of Christmas until you personally
receive God’s gift—the Lord Jesus Christ.
When you receive the gift, receive Jesus as Lord and
Saviour, you can start to enjoy the adventure, the new
relationships and the fun of being alive.
Many people are like this small boy. He thanked his
uncle for the electric guitar that he got as his Christmas
present. He said “It's the best present I ever got."
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His uncle asked, "Do you know how to play it?"
"Oh, I don't play it," said the boy. "My Mum gives me £1 a day not to
play it during the week and my Dad gives me £5 a week not to play it at
weekends.
What is the point of celebrating Jesus our Saviour coming into the world
if we don’t unwrap the gift, receive our salvation and live in it?
a) Jesus
We all know John 3:16 and
we read it but often don’t
examine or appreciate it
properly. I want to look at
just two things from this
scripture:

i) For God so loved
God loved you, he loves you and always will love you. People may
say that God is disillusioned with people but I say God never had any
illusions about you or me or mankind. In his love he chose to give,
give you the gift of Jesus. We call the giving of the gift ‘Christmas.’ If
we break down that word we have Christ as in Jesus Christ (anointed
one) and Mass which is a church festival or celebration, church being
congregation or assembly of people. Christmas is therefore the
celebration of the gift of Jesus.
ii) He gave
God gave his Son part of himself as a means that people may have
an opportunity to have a deep and secure relationship with him based
on the sacrificial gift of his Son. Jesus came into this world to rescue
you and me.
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b) Family and Friends
I think this year we will appreciate family and friends all the more, as
we experience one form or another of lockdown. Christmas is that one
time of year when peace seems to infect everyone. Peace is not
simply the absence of hostility but includes the well-being, health and
prosperity of an individual’s situation. Let us allow the peace that
Jesus gives and leaves with us to infiltrate, strengthen and build up the
well-being, health and prosperity of our family and friends.

c) Your new life
Do you ever think about what life would have been like if you hadn’t put
your trust in Jesus and followed him?
Paul in Galatians 2:20 tells us:
“My old identity has been co-crucified with Messiah and no longer
lives; for the nails of his cross crucified me with him. And now the
essence of this new life is no longer mine, for the Anointed One lives
his life through me—we live in union as one! My new life is empowered
by the faith of the Son of God who loves me so much that he gave
himself for me, and dispenses his life into mine!” (TPT)
This is the key to empowering the new life you now live. Use this key this
Christmas and rejoice in your new being.
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Christmas messages

Noah’s Ark Baby & Toddler Group
Wishing you and your family a very Happy Christmas and New Year!
We really hope to see you all very soon. Love from The Noah’s Ark
Team

Friendship
Club

Hi Everyone, we would like
to wish you a Happy
Christmas, it has been such
a different year, and we
have missed friendship club
so much that's each one of
you.
I know many of you have
struggled during this time,
but please know we have
been thinking and praying
for you, and as soon as we
are able we restart the club.
We really hope you have the
best Christmas you can.
With lots of love Terri e and
Graham xxxx
Won't be phoning you today! (25th
December)
Happy Christmas everyone
Love from Jon + Rachael xx
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Wishing you a Christmas that’s merry and
bright! We hope you have a safe and
relaxing Christmas. May it be full of peace,
joy and happiness. Merry Christmas with
lots of love from Tina, Roger, Terrie,
Graham, Rachael, Jon and Elaine.

Wishing all members of homegroups
a happy Christmas. All of us have
ongoing situations we're concerned
about so let's pray for each other that
we will know God's peace, joy and
hope over the Christmas period.
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YOUTH GROUP

Week 3: Emmanuel – God
with us
Matthew 1:18-24 (TPT) Tells us something of the
often forgotten role of Joseph in the Christmas
story.
“This was how Jesus, God’s Anointed One, was
born.
His mother, Mary, had promised Joseph to be his
wife, but while she was still a virgin she became
pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit. Her
fiancé, Joseph, was a righteous man full of integrity
and he didn’t want to disgrace her, but when he
learned of her pregnancy he secretly planned to
break the engagement. While he was still debating
with himself about what to do, he fell asleep and
had a supernatural dream. An angel from the Lord
appeared to him in clear light and said, “Joseph,
descendant of David, don’t hesitate to take Mary
into your home as your wife, because the power of
the Holy Spirit has conceived a child in her womb.
She will give birth to a son and you are to name him
‘Saviour (or Jesus),’ for he is destined to give his
life to save his people from their sins.”
This happened so that what the Lord spoke through
his prophet would come true:
Listen! A virgin will be pregnant,
she will give birth to a Son,
and he will be known as “Emmanuel,”
which means in Hebrew,
“God became one of us. (or “God with us” or
“God among us”; that is, God
incarnated”) (Isaiah 7:14)
When Joseph awoke from his dream, he did all that
the angel of the Lord instructed him to do. He took
Mary to be his wife,”
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My Notes

Joseph, by the law, should have had Mary stoned to death on finding
she was pregnant. Yet although he loved the law he was considering
quietly divorcing her as was the growing custom of the time.
When the angel gave Joseph the revelation to take Mary as his wife and
why. Then Joseph determined to marry her. This must have taken some
courage.
Our text explains the Hebrew word as God incarnate, which means:
Invested with bodily nature and form, being
embodied in human form; personified. God became a man. John puts it
that the word became flesh (John 1:14).
Incarnation is a stupendous fact: it is the
mystery of godliness, the grand miracle
of the Christian faith. It means that He
who never began to be but eternally
existed, and ever continued to be what
he eternally was, began to be what he
eternally was not, human. AMAZING
It is an event that occurred in time with
reference to Him who was eternal.
There are therefore, the sustained
contrasts; the eternal entered time and
became subject to its conditions; the
infinite became the finite, the
unchangeable became subject to change; the invisible became visible;
the Almighty became feeble; the Creator became the creature; God
became a man. It is amazing that from the manger of that stable in
Bethlehem, the cry from that infant’s throat broke through the silence of
centuries. For the first time on planet earth there was the heard the
voice of God from human vocal cords.
Our translation, I think gives us three ways we can still experience
Emmanuel today:
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a) God became one of us.
Why? It makes it easier for us to follow
him.
There was once a man who did not
believe that God could or would become
a man. He and his family lived in a farm
community. His wife was a devout
believer and diligently raised her children
in the faith. He sometimes gave her a
hard time about her belief and mocked
her religion. "It's all nonsense -- why
would God lower himself and become a
human like us? It's such a ridiculous
story," he would say.
Then one snowy day, she and the
children left for church while he stayed
home. After they had departed, the
winds grew stronger and the snow
turned into a blinding snowstorm. He
sat down to relax before the fire for the
evening. Then he heard a loud thump,
something hitting against the
window... And, still another thump. He
looked outside but could not see
anything. So he ventured outside for a
better view. In the field near his house
he saw a flock of geese. They were
apparently flying to look for a warmer
area down south, but they had been
caught in the snowstorm.
The geese were stranded on his farm, with no food or shelter, unable
to do more than flutter their wings and fly in aimless circles. He had
compassion for them and wanted to help them. He thought to himself,
the barn would be a great place for them to stay. It is warm and safe.
So he opened the barn doors for them. He waited, watching them,
hoping they would notice the open barn and go inside. They did not
notice the barn or realize what it could mean for them. He moved
closer toward them to get their attention, but they just moved away
from him out of fear.
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He went into the house and came back with some
bread, broke it up, and made a bread trail to the
barn. They still did not catch on. Starting to get
frustrated, he went over and tried to shoo them
toward the barn. They panicked and scattered into
every direction except toward the barn.
Nothing he did could get them to go into the barn
where it was warm and safe. Feeling totally
frustrated, he exclaimed, "Why don't they follow
me? Can't they see this is the only place where
they can survive the storm? How can I possibly get
them into the one place to save them?"
He thought for a moment and realized that they just
would not follow a human. He said to himself, "How
can I possibly save them? The only way would be
for me to become like those geese. If only I could
become like one of them. Then I could save them.
They would follow me and I would lead them to
safety." At that moment, he stopped and
considered what he had said. The words
reverberated in his mind: If only I could become
like one of them, then I could save them. Then, at
last, he understood God's heart towards mankind...
and he fell on his knees in the snow.
God understands you, your experiences and can
lead you to safety.
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My Notes

b) God with us.
I sometimes think of life as a journey, at times stopping and looking at
the beauty around me, other times I feel like I’m in a dark valley and
other times I feel like I’m on mountain tops. When I look back I can
appreciate the highs and lows of life.
I remember that God is with us, you and
me. I think of this quote:
“Emanuel, abide with me all through life.
Thus, enriched by your fellowship,
strengthened by your presence, and led by
your guidance, I shall be able to walk life’s
path victoriously.”
It is good to know God is with you, us, no
matter what we face. Take a moment each
day and acknowledge his presence with
you.
c) God among us.
When we gather together as a congregation it is a wonder to
suddenly become aware that God is moving among us. We may see
a miracle, a spiritual gift in operation or a manifestation of the Holy
Spirit’s presence among us.
It reminds me of the words of Jesus “The wind blows wherever it
pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from
or where it is going.” When the Holy Spirit moves among a
congregation, we do not understand very much but can see the
manifestation of his presence, in the same way as the crowds in
Jerusalem saw something new, different on the day of Pentecost.
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Week 4: A Christmas Carol
Did you watch the film, ‘A Christmas Carol’ over the Christmas holiday?
We see the transformation of Ebenezer Scrooge through the four
visitations. His transformation is confirmed at the end of the book which
says;
“Scrooge was better than his word. He became as good a friend, as
good a master and as good a man as the good old city knew, or any
other good old city, town or borough, in the good old world.”
As you may be aware our church is 21 years old on the 1st of January
2021.
I would like to see us as a church transformed by looking at our past,
our present, and our future.
1. Our Past
On the start of the millennium, 1st
January 2000, a new church came
into being, joining together Watton
AOG and Watton Community Church
and a new name came into being
Watton Pentecostal Church.
In the year 2000 we started missions
to India and in 2005 we started
missions to France. We saw many
people saved and lives changed. A
small church in rural Norfolk.
It is lovely to visit the past, to
remember, to honour those who
made it possible but you can’t live in
the past. We must move into a new
and changing future.

2. Our Present
Someone once said that his future was lost for lack
of planning.
A school nativity play brought this home. The play
was going as planned and Joseph and Mary were
going from house to house knocking on the doors
and asking it there was any room for them. As they
continued to get "no room" answers a little voice
called from the back "YOU SHOULD HAVE
BOOKED!" bringing the house down.
Let us ensure that we plan big plans, dream big
dreams and embark on great adventures together.
I am sitting in my office writing this, it is 9th October.
Lockdown is still on, cases are on the rise,
everywhere you look it is doom and gloom. I shout in
the midst of this negativity “God is for us!” Therefore,
let us move forward and grasp the future and all it
holds for us. Our future will be greater, more glorious
than our past as we plan our future, training and
equipping each one of us to take our place in God’s
plan.
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My Notes

3. Our Future
“For I know the plans I have for you,
says the Lord. They are plans for
good and not for evil, to give you a
future and a hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11).
Someone responded to a plan, “What
can we possibly do?” the answer was
“You are only limited by your
imagination.”
I feel excited about what God is
going to do through us in a new and
changing future. Let us extinguish the
doom and gloom of 2020, and yet
have 20/20 vision to plan the
opportunity we call our future.
I am so looking forward to the New
Year when we as a church come of
age and receive the keys to the door
of our future.
Let us be ready to accept, move into
and explore the promises of God for
us at Watton Pentecostal Church.
Amen.
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December

The Joy of Christmas
We regret that Watton Pentecostal Church will be
closed for all services and groups from now until
further notice, but the church is not this building, it is
and always will be its people and we are still here! We
will continue to pray, worship and praise God no
matter where we are.
You can contact the church Leadership Team
By phone on 07475956858 or
Email info@watton.org
And do not forget you can find us at
www.wattonchurch.org or on Facebook - Watton
Church.
We will return and open the doors to the church when
we are able to, but the door to God is always open and
will never be shut for anyone who knocks and seeks
Him.
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.

