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Sharing the Good News!
Written by Jon Adams
In our October study we looked at
“Preparation”. I thought it would be useful
to follow this by considering
“Proclamation” this month. The way we
declare the Good News of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.
So, we will have a look at this Good News,
from the viewpoint of the four Gospel
writers. Of how Jesus was and is the Good
News, and how He shared the Gospel.
After Jesus had been tempted (Luke 4), He
returned to Galilee and went to Nazareth.
On the sabbath day He went into the
synagogue, as was His custom. He stood
up to read from Isaiah 61: 1 and 2 “The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He
has anointed me to preach good news to
the poor…”

November isn’t so much a “going out”
month, but I wonder if we will be
“outgoing” in our witness, and our
sharing of the Good News? Jesus said in
Matthew 5: 16 “Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father in
heaven. We aren’t all George
Whitefield, Bobby Houston, Nicky Cruz,
Billy Graham or J.John, but we can all be
ourselves. And I suggest that if we want
to see our town won for Jesus, then that
is a very good place to begin, by simply
being ourselves.

Of course, there are many ways for us to
share our faith, but for the church to grow
in numbers, we have a responsibility to
declare, to proclaim the Good News.
Simply to be effective, to make a
difference. We use words like Evangelism,
which of course is a great bible word, but
let’s not be concerned with long words,
let’s remember that like Jesus we have
been called, for a reason.

All quotations are from the N.K.J.V.
unless stated otherwise.
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Week One: The Good News according to
Matthew.
When I begin writing a study, I soon realize that I haven’t
got all the answers. In fact, I discover that I have many
questions! Before I even think about declaring “The
Gospel”, I think it is sensible to be sure that I know what I
believe, and why.
A question I asked myself recently is “What is The
Gospel?” What does the word even mean? As someone
who spent much of my youth in “Gospel Halls”, I should
really know already. So, I got my dictionary out, and
found several meanings of the word:

To be technical, the origin of the word gospel comes
from the old English gōdspel, from gōd ‘good’ + spel
‘news, a story’, translating ecclesiastical Latin bona
annuntiatio or bonus nuntius, used to gloss ecclesiastical
Latin evangelium, from Greek euangelion ‘good news’
(see evangel); after the vowel was shortened in Old
English, the first syllable was mistaken for god ‘God’.
So Good News became God News!
And when Stephen Schwartz based his musical Godspel
on Matthews Gospel, depicting the life of Jesus, it
wasn’t a spelling mistake after all!
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The dictionary also went on to describe Gospel as:
1. the teaching or revelation of Christ.
o a thing that is absolutely true.
o a set of principles or beliefs.
2. the record of Christ's life and teaching in the first four books of the New
Testament.
o each of the first four books of the New Testament.
o a portion from one of the Gospels read at a church service.
3. a fervent style of black American evangelical religious singing developed from
spirituals sung in Southern Baptist and Pentecostal Churches.
I am happy with the first description, the
teaching or revelation of Christ; a thing that is
absolutely true; a set of principles or beliefs. As
a Christian, a follower of Jesus Christ, it’s good
to know that what I believe is truth. In fact,
Jesus said of Himself, “I am The Truth.” He is the
Gospel – truth.
There are 4 Gospels in the New Testament. Four
quite different accounts of the birth, life, death,
resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ. Four
witnesses. And four records. In a sense four
biographies. (There are five Sundays in
November, so I need to think of something for
week five).
But let’s begin with Matthews Gospel, and look at what makes it different.
Matthew (also called Levi), was one of the twelve apostles. He was a Jew who
was also a Roman tax collector. When called by Jesus, Levi (Matthew) left
everything and followed Him.
One of the key words in Matthew is Kingdom. It appears fifty times, and
kingdom of Heaven thirty times. It seems that Matthew wanted to show Jesus
was the kingly messiah of Jewish prophecy, as he used the word fulfilled many
times as well, to show that the Old Testament prophecies were fulfilled in Jesus.
Of course, Jesus is King of Kings and Lord of Lords, Revelation 19: 16.
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In fact much of Matthews Gospel is written from the
standpoint of the Kingship of Christ; beginning with
His lineage and birth in chapter 1, right through to
what has become known as “The Great Commission”
in Matthew 28: 16-20 which says: Then the eleven
disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where
Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they
worshipped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus
came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always,
to the very end of the age.”

I want to finish this week by remembering that Jesus
has called us in to His Kingdom, to send us out with.
We have been called and commissioned, by Jesus
Himself. We are on a mission and our mission field is
“all nations.”
Let’s keep these last verses close this week,
remembering that we have authority; our message is a
message of power and love. And the One who has
been given all authority, in heaven and earth, is with
us! This is Good News!
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My Notes

Week 2: The Good News According to
Mark
My Notes

The second Gospel was written by Mark, also called
John Mark in Acts12: 25. He was a relative of
Barnabus. His Gospel was written primarily with
Gentile Christians in mind, which makes it especially
important for us.
The main theme of the book is Christ the tireless
servant of God and man. The life of Jesus is
portrayed as full of good deeds. This is something we
can remember as we think of ways to share our faith.
Jesus went about doing good. We don’t need a
degree in theology to share what we believe; and it’s
not always about signs and wonders. Just doing good
deeds is a way we can imitate and follow Jesus.
Jesus lived a life serving others. In Mark 10: 43 He
said “…whoever wants to become great among you
must be your servant, and whoever wants to be
first must be the slave of all. For even the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give His life as a ransom for many.” So, anyone can
be great, because anyone can serve. And if we are
followers of Jesus, we can follow His wonderful
example.
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Ann Taylor (1782-1866) was a poet who wrote a wonderful hymn:
Jesus, who lived above the sky, came down to be a Man and die;
And in the Bible we may see how very good He used to be.
He went about, He was so kind, to cure poor people who were blind;
And many who were sick and lame, He pitied them and did the same.
And more than that, He told them, too, the things that God would have them do;
And was so gentle and so mild, He would have listened to a child.
But such a cruel death He died! He was hung up and crucified!
And those kind Hands that did such good, they nailed them to a Cross of wood.
And so He died! And this is why, He came to be a Man and die!
The Bible says He came from Heaven, that we might have our sins forgiven.
I wonder if we over-theologize
sometimes. Maybe simply doing is a
place to begin. As we go about doing
good, we are the Gospel, we become
the Good News!
So, my challenge for this week is to (try)
and do one good deed every day.
Maybe an errand for a neighbour; or
doing some gardening for a friend. God
does tend to give us opportunities to
serve; and remember that Jesus said in
Matthew 10: 40-42: “He who receives
you receives Me, and he who receives
Me receives Him who sent Me. He who
receives a prophet in the name of a
prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward. And he who receives a righteous
man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s
reward. And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of
cold water in the name of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, he shall by no
7
means lose his reward.”

Week 3: The Good News
According to Luke
In Colossians 4: 14 Luke is described as “the beloved
physician”. And as we read through his Gospel, we find
many healing miracles. One of the great features of Luke’s
Gospel, is that Jesus’ miracles were authenticated by the
presence of a doctor, Luke himself.

My experience of people witnessing miracles, is that
frequently they will try to find a reason for the person’s
healing. Any reason will do, apart from acknowledging that
God has healed. This was true in Jesus’ day and is often true
nowadays.
Kathryn Khulman was a twentieth century evangelist, whose
services were marked by miraculous healings. And every
healing was checked or authenticated by a doctor. She was a
lady greatly used by God in that area of evangelism, and one
of the things which has encouraged me is that she was quite
ordinary, and certainly not perfect. God uses us if we make
ourselves available. With healing, man’s extremity is often
God’s opportunity.
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My Notes

.In Jesus first miracle in Luke’s Gospel chapter 4, He drives out an evil spirit from a
man, without harming the man. Jesus was obviously aware of the Hippocratic oath!
There are several interesting aspects to this miracle. The first is that Jesus begins by
showing his power over spiritual forces. In verse 32 we read that “they were
amazed at His teaching, because His message had authority.” Then in verses 33-35
follows the deliverance from demons of the un-named man. Then in verse 36 “All
the people were amazed and said to each other, what is this teaching? With
authority and power He gives orders to evil spirits and they come out!” Jesus word
had authority. The word He preached and the word He spoke over people.

I think that by beginning His ministry in this way, He made a declaration to the
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places (Ephesians 6: 12). All
authority and power belonged to Him. C.H.Spurgeon said: “Begin as you mean to
go on, and go on as you began, and let the Lord be all in all to you.” Well, Jesus
did just that.
The Gospel is about Proclamation and Demonstration. Luke 4: 16-22 was
Proclamation. Jesus proclaimed “freedom for the prisoners.” And in Luke 4: 3137 was the Demonstration of the Gospel. One man was set free from demonic
possession. I suspect the change was noticeable. And for one man the Good
News was very personal. Let’s not forget that Jesus came for individuals, for that
one lost sheep.
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One of the distinctive features of Luke’s Gospel, is the way in
which he highly honours womanhood. Women appear
prominently in Luke’s narrative. I would like us to look at the
story of one woman, who was healed by Jesus, found in Luke 8;
a woman who “had been subject to bleeding for twelve years.”
��Verse 43 no-one could heal her. An emphatic statement,
possibly showing her frustration and despair. And it could also
show that Dr Luke had given up hope. Let’s remember that as
Luke witnessed these miracles, he must have been challenged
as to his beliefs. One minute “no one could heal her.” The next
“immediately her bleeding stopped.” In Luke’s Gospel lots of
things happened immediately!

�For twelve years she had lived with this incurable,
debilitating condition. Not quite giving
up hope. She had heard about Jesus. She would give him a
try! And she pushed her way through the crowds to simply
touch Him. There is a lesson here for those who would be
healed, and for those who would be healers. Never, ever
give up. John Wimber was used in a healing ministry. He
once said that “if you are praying for someone’s healing,
don’t give up. Pray again. And if you have prayed for three
hundred people without success, even then don’t give up!
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My Notes

��Even though Jesus was surrounded by people, He knew that power had gone out
from Him. And He asked the question: “Who touched me?” Do you wonder why He
asked that question? What difference would it make? Romans 10: 10 says: “For with
the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation.” When we have connected with Jesus, as many of us have, a testimony
is a wonderful thing! This woman did not deny what had happened or why. I wonder
how many others she brought to Jesus, her healer.
So, this week may I encourage you? You may need healing, and you may even feel that
“no one can heal you”. Well, the truth is that with God, all things are possible. So, this
week, reach out in faith, and prayerfully ask for your healing. Or contact one of the
church leadership team. We would love to pray with you, for your healing.
And if you have an opportunity to pray for someone’s healing, take it and pray the
prayer of faith. After all it’s not us who heals, but Jesus.
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Messages from our

Noah’s Ark Baby & Toddler Group
We hope you all have a great and safe summer holiday! We are so sad
to know that some of you will not be returning in September, but we
want to wish you all the best in your new nurseries and schools. We
will miss you all! The Noah’s Ark Team

Friendship
Club

Hi everyone,
We are still unable to meet
at Friendship Club, but send
our best wishes to you all.
We do enjoy chatting with
you on Fridays, it's great to
catch up and hear how you
are coping.
Hopefully we will be meeting
again in the not too distant
future,
Stay safe, God Bless + love
Terrie, Jon + Rachael xx

Hi Homegroupers
Please pray for;
The huggers in the church, who are missing out
The church leadership during this difficult time
The Arise virtual day
Each and every church member
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groups
Hallo all

Mondays weekly
Pdf 43....

3rd,

17th

and

24th

Yes we are still here but I haven’t got the camera out much over the last
couple of months.
My attempt at the water drop challenge was not a success, how about anyone
else?
We are still unable to meet together and that is a shame. No matter how good

zoom technology is it it just isn’t the same. For one thing, where are the
February 9.30-10.30am the
snacks?

10th February 2-3pm

This months challenge should be interesting.
Get your camera manual out from the drawer. Finding it may be a challenge
in itself but there is more!
Look through the manual at the various functions your camera has and select
one that you have never tried.
Read up about it and then give it a try this month until you are familiar with
it.
Maybe you will find your hidden video talents or fall in love with the sepia
photo function.
Let us know how you get on. Regards Bob and Martina
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TUESDAYS
7PM-8.30PM
THE from Ali and James - We
A IN
message
CHURCH
hope
that you are all enjoying the
summer holidays and we want to wish
you all well on your return to school.
We miss you
all and
SPEAK
TO ALI
ORhope to be able to
get together again very soon.
13

PULSE
PULS
E
YOUTH GROUP

YOUTH GROUP

Week 4: The Good News According
to John
It has been said that the main purpose of John’s Gospel is to inspire faith in
Jesus as the Son of God. This Gospel is about His identity as deity. It’s
interesting that the letters of the word deity are contained inside the word
identity. And Jesus identity was hidden inside his deity.

In John we have the seven I AM’s of
Christ, which are a study in themselves.
“I am the bread of life.” (John 6:35, 41,
48, 51) As bread sustains physical life, so
Christ offers and sustains spiritual life.
“I am the light of the world.” (John
8:12) To a world lost in darkness, Christ
offers Himself as a guide.
“I am the door of the sheep.” (John 10:7,9) Jesus protects His followers as
shepherds protect their flocks from predators.
“I am the resurrection and the life.” (John 11:25) Death is not the final word
for those in Christ.
“I am the good shepherd.” (John 10:11, 14) Jesus is committed to caring and
watching over those who are His.
“I am the way, the truth, and the life.” (John 14:6) Jesus is the source of all
truth and knowledge about God.
“I am the true vine.” (John 15:1, 5) By attaching ourselves to Christ, we
enable His life to flow in and through us. Then we cannot help but bear fruit
that will honour the Father.
This is an important aspect of the Good News. Christ’s identity is permanent.
Because He is the great I AM. And what is significant for the Christian, is that
we are In Christ. In fact, that is what the word Christian means!

When God appeared to Moses in the burning
bush Exodus 3, Moses asked God what His name
was. In verse 14 God replies: “I AM WHO I AM.
This is what you are to say to the Israelites: I AM
has sent you. “ This is hard for us to understand.
God exists now. Yet He has always existed; and
He always will exist. He is The Eternal God. And
Jesus Christ IS the Eternal Son of the Eternal
Father.
Our identity In Christ is a fundamental,
particularly important part of The Gospel. 2
Corinthians 5:17 says “Therefore, if
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old
things have passed away; behold, all things have
become new.” Our spiritual D.N.A. is more
important than our physical D.N.A. This is what
we have to offer, what we must proclaim. What
is true of Jesus Christ is true of the believer.
Here are some more spiritual truths,
which confirm who we are in Christ, and
show our acceptance, security and
significance.
Our Acceptance in Jesus Christ
John 1: 12
I Am a child of God
Colossians 2:9+10
I Am complete in
Christ
Our Security in Jesus Christ
Colossians 3: 1-4
I Am hidden with
Christ in God
1 John 5: 18
I Am born of God
and the evil one, the Devil cannot touch
me.
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Our Significance in Jesus Christ
Ephesians 2: 10
I Am God’s workmanship.
Philippians 4: 13
I can do all things through Christ, who strengthens me.
So, this week, let’s remember who Jesus Christ is, and who we are, In Christ.
This fact must empower us and give us confidence in our proclamation of the
Good News!
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Week 5: Even More Good News!
Well, we’ve run out of Gospels, but we haven’t run out of
Good News. So, for this week we will have a look at the
book of Acts. We can think of it as the fifth Gospel, for
the purposes of our study.
The Acts of the Apostles was written by Luke, and is in
some ways a sequel to his Gospel. It is even addressed to
the same person, Theophilus (Luke 1: 3 and Acts 1: 1).
The book continues where the Gospel narrative
concluded, so it’s about the early church and the spread
of the Gospel.
A key verse is Acts 1: 8 Jesus said “…but you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Luke is referring
to Christ’s commission at the end of the Gospels, so
cleverly links this book with his Gospel. And in this verse,
we have the promise of spiritual equipment for a
worldwide campaign, to the ends of the earth!
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My Notes

The Gospel was never limited to a select few. It was always God’s intention
for every person to hear the message, and have the opportunity of receiving
and following Jesus; it is totally inclusive.
In John 14: 12 Jesus said: “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in
Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will
do, because I go to My Father. I think that the key to this verse is at the end,
“because I go to my Father.”

Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit, after He
had ascended and returned to heaven. Jesus
Himself is the baptiser in the Holy Spirit. And
very simply, whereas before Jesus ascended
God worked through one man, the Holy Spirit
will move through anyone who will receive
Him.
So, Evangelism, witnessing, sharing our faith is
a work of the Holy Spirit. And as we read the
Acts of the Apostles, we can think of it as the
Acts of the Holy Spirit.

There are several key characters in this book, but I would like to look at Philip
the evangelist, (Acts 21: 8). Here are some key points from the life of Philip
(all from the N.I.V.):
�� Acts 8: 5 “Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the

Christ there.” Philip was a proclaimer. To proclaim means to “make
publicly aware.” To “say something clearly, emphatically.” That is
what Philip did. He made “the Christ” public.
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�� Acts 8: 26 “Now, an angel of the

Lord said to Philip.” Philip had a
Divine mandate. He listened to
God’s voice, spoken through an
angel, a messenger of God. And he
was obedient. We too have a
mandate, the commission from
Jesus in Matthew 28: 19: “Go and
make disciples of all nations,
baptising them in the name of the
Father and the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
�� Acts 8: 29 “The spirit of the Lord

told Philip, go to that chariot and
stay near it.” Philip received more
specific instructions as he moved
forwards in faith.
�� Acts 8: 35 “Then Philip began with that very passage of scripture

and told him the good news about Jesus.” The message is Good
News. The Ethiopian Eunuch, the man in the chariot, was reading
from Isaiah 53, a prophecy about Christ’s suffering. This is where
Philip began, in telling him the good news. And this is our message;
it’s all about Jesus Christ, beginning with His suffering and sacrifice.
�� Acts 8: 36 “as they travelled along the road, they came to some

water and the eunuch said, Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t I be
baptised? And he (the eunuch) gave orders to stop the chariot.
Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and
Philip baptised him.” I wonder who told the eunuch about baptism?
I think it may have been part of Philip’s good news.
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The good news which Philip proclaimed hasn’t changed! It is
the same good news. As children we used to sing a chorus in
Sunday School:
Good News! Good News! Christ died for me,
Good News! Good News! If I believe.
Good News! Good News! I’m saved eternally,
That’s wonderful, Extra! Good News.
What are your expectations this week? Let’s be open
(especially our ears), maybe God will speak to us through an
angel. Maybe we will hear the Holy Spirit prompt us to go
somewhere, to do something.
In fact he already has, through His word in Matthew’s
Gospel. We can be obedient by taking up our Great
Commission, and simply going…..
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My Notes
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November

Sharing The Good News
We regret that Watton Pentecostal Church will be
closed for all services and groups from now until
further notice, but the church is not this building, it is
and always will be its people and we are still here! We
will continue to pray, worship and praise God no
matter where we are.
You can contact the church Leadership Team
By phone on 07475956858 or
Email info@watton.org
And do not forget you can find us at
www.wattonchurch.org or on Facebook - Watton
Church.
We will return and open the doors to the church when
we are able to, but the door to God is always open and
will never be shut for anyone who knocks and seeks
Him.
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.

