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Preparation for the Bride/Revival
“Hallelujah!
For our Lord God
Almighty reigns.
7 Let us rejoice and be glad
and give him glory!
For the wedding of the Lamb has
come,
and his bride has made herself
ready.
8 Fine linen, bright and clean,
was given her to wear.”

Written by Angela Pye

(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people.)
9 Then

the angel said to
me, “Write this: Blessed are
those who are invited to the
wedding supper of the
Lamb!” And he added, “These
are the true words of God.”
Revelation 19:6-9
This month we will focus on a
unique picture that we find many
times throughout the Bible. God
shows us that his one and only Son,
Jesus is the Bridegroom, and we,
the church are the Bride of Christ.
He desires a love relationship with
us, so he is preparing us now for
the wedding day, when we shall be
with him forever. Our marriage to
Jesus will be an intimate,
reciprocating love that far exceeds
any other relationship and will be for
eternity.
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So that we can grasp a greater
understanding of this love relationship, we will take a look at
some of the Jewish wedding celebrations, which are rich in spiritual
truths. These ancient rituals are a
picture for us and point us both to
what Jesus has completed and
provided for us at his first coming;
and prophetically to his second
coming and the great celebration
of the marriage supper of the
Lamb, and our glorious future in
eternity. It will give us greater insight into how we can prepare
now, to be the beautiful bride, and
also for revival, that will reach
many others before Jesus returns,
so that the bride will be ready and
complete, as the wedding day
draws closer.

Week 1: Chosen - Mutual Commitment
“For

he chose us in him before the creation of
the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.”
Ephesians 1:4
God uses metaphors throughout the Bible to give us
pictures of what our relationship with him looks like;
father, saviour, king and shepherd amongst many
others, but perhaps one of the most beautiful is the
picture of the bridegroom and the bride. We see this
analogy in Hosea 2:19&20 NLT where God
promises his people unfailing love.

“I will make you my wife forever,
showing you righteousness and justice,
unfailing love and compassion.
20 I will be faithful to you and make you mine,
and you will finally know me as the Lord.”
1. Chosen
With a traditional Jewish wedding, the groom’s father (or
his representative, sometimes known as a matchmaker)
would choose a suitable bride for his son. In the New
Testament it is the Church that is portrayed as the bride
of Christ, so as part of the church it is important that we
know with certainty that we too are individually chosen
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to be part of his bride. In Ephesians 1 3-6 TPT Paul shows us that even
before the foundation of the universe the Father chose us to be united in
love to Jesus the Son!
“ 3 Every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realm has already been
lavished upon us as a love gift from our wonderful heavenly Father,
the Father of our Lord Jesus—all because he sees us wrapped into
Christ. This is why we celebrate him with all our hearts!
4 And

he chose us to be his very own, joining us to himself even
before he laid the foundation of the universe! Because of his great
love, he ordained us, so that we would be seen as holy in his eyes
with an unstained innocence.
5–6 For

it was always in his perfect plan to adopt us as his delightful
children, through our union with Jesus, the Anointed One, so that
his tremendous love that cascades over us would glorify his grace
for the same love he has for his Beloved One, Jesus, he has for us.
And this unfolding plan brings him great pleasure!”
The Price is Paid
The next step is that father and son visit the
bride’s family and a legal Wedding Contract
is drawn up, which includes the agreed
conditions of the marriage, including the gift
paid by the groom to the bride’s family.
Jesus promises he will love and care for his
bride. The New Covenant is our legal
contract, where our Jesus has paid the
‘Bride price’ for us.
“18 For you know that it was not with
perishable things such as silver or gold
that you were redeemed from the empty
way of life handed down to you from
your ancestors, 19 but with the precious
blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish
or defect. 20 He was chosen before the
creation of the world, but was revealed in
these last times for your sake.” 1 Peter
1:18-20.NIV
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What a tremendous love gift from Jesus that truly
shows us how much we are worth and how
much he loves us; he has already paid the price
for us, not with silver or gold, but through the
work of the cross and his shed blood. The gift is
for all, no matter how far from God you feel, or
whatever sin is in your life. His forgiveness is
freely given to those who chose to say yes. It is
a gift that gives us complete forgiveness and
access to every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
realm, which he wants to lavish on us.

Although we are chosen, and the price is paid,
we now have a choice, whether we will accept
the completed work of the cross, believe that
he is God’s Son, and repent and to invite him to
come into our life, or not. We do this when we
first become Christians; it is then that we say
yes and are agreeing to enter into this Marriage
contract. We can then receive his love gift and
walk in liberty from our old life, knowing that
Jesus has completely set us free from sin and
enabled us to walk in his ways. Romans 6:18.
2. Made Clean
To prepare for the formal betrothal ceremony it
was common for both the bride and groom to
separately take a ritual immersion, symbolic of
spiritual cleansing. This takes place when we
are baptised. We can read of Jesus’ baptism in
Matthew’s Gospel

My Notes

“13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by
John. 14 But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized
by you, and do you come to me?”
15 Jesus

replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to
fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.
16 As

soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At
that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice
from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well
pleased.” Matthew 3:13-17 NIV
We also are made clean when we are immersed in the waters of
baptism. “ and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you
also--not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear
conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ,” 1 Peter 3:21NIV
These steps are the first steps we
take in preparation to become the
Bride of the Christ. This week why
don’t you take another look at these
steps, and consider if they have
already been worked out in your life,
how you know you are chosen, and
the tremendous love that Jesus has
for you.
Brides to be, usually can’t help
telling everyone about what has
happened in their life. Perhaps you
could share your testimony with
someone this week!
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Week 2: The Betrothal - Get Ready!

My Notes

1. Betrothed
The next step is the betrothal ceremony, where
the couple comes together under a wedding
canopy to exchange vows and express their
intention in public of getting married.
It is rather like our engagement period, but has a
much stronger implication and is more binding; it
can only be broken by a divorce to nullify the
contract, and only the husband can instigate it.
Matthew 1:18&19. The implications of this for us
as Christians are quite clear. We are completely
secure in our salvation, for we as the bride
cannot break it and Jesus has promised he will
not break the contract.
“I give them eternal life, and they shall never
perish; no one will snatch them out of my
hand.” John 10:28 NIV
As part of the ceremony the couple seal the
betrothal vows by sharing a cup of wine (also
known as the cup of acceptance.) One of Jesus
last actions, before the crucifixion was to bless
the Passover cup and share it with his disciples,
telling them it represented his blood and he
would not taste it again with them until he drank
it at the marriage feast.
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“Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of
the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of
sins. I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now
on until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s
kingdom.” Matthew 26:27-29 NIV
This is why it is so important for us as Christians to share the
Communion, we are remembering that as the bride, Jesus has given
us new life and one day he will return and we shall be with him forever.
2. The Gift
Just prior to the groom returning home to fulfill
his promises he would give his bride a gift, a
pledge of his love for her. It would remind her
of his love, and his promise to return to
receive her as his wife.
Jesus gift to his bride, the church, is the gift of
the Holy Spirit.
“Jesus instructed them, “Don’t leave
Jerusalem, but wait here until you receive
the gift I told you about, the gift the Father
has promised. 5 For John baptized you in
water, but in a few days from now you will
be baptized in the Holy Spirit!” Acts 1:4&5
TPT
Paul also likens the Holy Spirit to the bride gift.
“And

because of him, when you who are not Jews heard the
revelation of truth, you believed in the wonderful news of salvation. Now we have been stamped with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit.
He is given to us like an engagement ring is given to a bride,
as the first installment of what’s coming! He is our hope-promise of a future inheritance which seals us until we have all of
redemption’s promises and experience complete freedom—all
for the supreme glory and honor of God!” Ephesians 1:13&14
TPT
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3. Get Ready!
Following the betrothal ceremony the bride and
groom go back to their own homes to get ready and
prepare for the wedding.
The bridegroom
The bridegroom returns to his father’s house, to
prepare a new dwelling place for his bride, this could
have been building a new house, but in Biblical times
was most often done by adding rooms to his father’s
house. It was not his duty to determine when the new
home was ready, his father would decide that, and
then the groom would go and fetch the bride.
We see this expressed clearly in some of the things
Jesus said to his disciples.
“My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were
not so, would I have told you that I am going
there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take
you to be with me that you also may be where I
am.” John 14:2&3 NIV
“But about that day or hour no one knows, not
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only
the Father.” Matthew 24:36 NIV
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“He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has
set by his own authority.” Acts 1:7 NIV
Jesus then returns to the Father in heaven.
The bride
During this betrothal period the bride would consecrate herself and make
sure her wedding garments were prepared for the wedding day.
“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and
gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the
washing with water through the word, and to present her to
himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other
blemish, but holy and blameless.” Ephesians 5:25-27 NIV
Jesus sanctifies and cleanses the Church, from wrongdoing. We have
already been made clean when we first repented, but need to daily
ensure that we are walking in all he has done. His word, the Bible will
sanctify us as we regularly read and obey the things he shows us.
Jesus sanctifies and cleanses the
Church, from wrongdoing. We have
already been made clean when we
first repented, but need to daily
ensure that we are walking in all he
has done. His word, the Bible will
sanctify us as we regularly read and
obey the things he shows us.
“I delight greatly in the Lord;
my soul rejoices in my God.
For he has clothed me with
garments of salvation
and arrayed me in a robe of his
righteousness,
as a bridegroom adorns his
head like a priest,
and as a bride adorns herself
with her jewels.”
Isaiah 61:10 NIV
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Messages from our

Noah’s Ark Baby & Toddler Group
We hope you all have a great and safe summer holiday! We are so sad
to know that some of you will not be returning in September, but we
want to wish you all the best in your new nurseries and schools. We
will miss you all! The Noah’s Ark Team

Friendship
Club

Hi everyone,
We are still unable to meet
at Friendship Club, but send
our best wishes to you all.
We do enjoy chatting with
you on Fridays, it's great to
catch up and hear how you
are coping.
Hopefully we will be meeting
again in the not too distant
future,
Stay safe, God Bless + love
Terrie, Jon + Rachael xx

Hi Homegroupers
Please pray for;
The huggers in the church, who are missing out
The church leadership during this difficult time
The Arise virtual day
Each and every church member
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groups
Hallo all

Mondays weekly
Pdf 43....

3rd,

17th

and

24th

Yes we are still here but I haven’t got the camera out much over the last
couple of months.
My attempt at the water drop challenge was not a success, how about anyone
else?
We are still unable to meet together and that is a shame. No matter how good

zoom technology is it it just isn’t the same. For one thing, where are the
February 9.30-10.30am the
snacks?

10th February 2-3pm

This months challenge should be interesting.
Get your camera manual out from the drawer. Finding it may be a challenge
in itself but there is more!
Look through the manual at the various functions your camera has and select
one that you have never tried.
Read up about it and then give it a try this month until you are familiar with
it.
Maybe you will find your hidden video talents or fall in love with the sepia
photo function.
Let us know how you get on. Regards Bob and Martina

Pdf 41.png

TUESDAYS
7PM-8.30PM
THE from Ali and James - We
A IN
message
CHURCH
hope
that you are all enjoying the
summer holidays and we want to wish
you all well on your return to school.
We miss you
all and
SPEAK
TO ALI
ORhope to be able to
get together again very soon.
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“And his bride has made herself ready.
8 Fine linen, shining bright and clear,
has been given to her to wear,
and the fine linen represents
the righteous deeds of his holy
believers.”
Revelation 19:7&8 TPT
For any bride to be, the wedding dress is an
important part of her preparation. Our
wedding garment is like a robe of
righteousness; it reflects the work that Jesus
has already done by saving us.
God has also prepared good works for us to
do, which he leads us into and equips us
for; these are like the adornments we
embellish our garment with. We are not
saved by anything we do, for Jesus has
done it all, but we walk in obedience to his
calling because we love him, and want to
follow his ways.
During this period of betrothal, where
we are waiting for Jesus to return the
bridal gift of the Holy Spirit is vital to
enable us to prepare and walk in his
ways.
He reminds us of Jesus love for
us and enables our love for
him, and for others to grow.
He enables and equips us to
live our Christian lives to the
full.
Jesus is coming back; the Holy
Spirit empowers us to daily
walk, like the bride to be in that
assurance and joyful expectation.
When we are filled with the Holy Spirit we will be ready for
when Jesus returns
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Jesus told the parable of the ten virgins (Matthew 25:1-13) where the
bridegroom was a long time in coming, and the virgins had fallen
asleep. Five were wise and had had extra oil for their lamps and five
were foolish and had no spare oil. We need to be awake; it is an
important part of our preparation that we are filled to overflowing with
the Holy Spirit and ready for Jesus’ return!
The betrothal period is the time that as Christians we are now living in.
We need to ask ourselves are we, as Jesus’ betrothed, keeping our
garments clean? Are we awake and eagerly desiring his return? And
are we keeping our covenant promises and vows, living day by day in a
close relationship with him?
Song of Songs gives us a lovely picture of love and marriage. Try to
take time this week to read it through and allow God to speak to you
through it.
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Week 3: Revival - Reaching
Others
“19Now go in my authority and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 20 And
teach them to faithfully follow all that I have
commanded you. And never forget that I am
with you every day, even to the completion of
this age.” Matthew 28:19&20 TPT

“Revival is the visitation of God which brings to life
Christians who have been sleeping and restores a
deep sense of God's near presence and holiness.
Thence springs a vivid sense of sin and a profound
exercise of heart in repentance, praise, and love,
with an evangelistic outflow. “
J.I. Packer
Revival has to be one of the most exciting words in
the Christian vocabulary. It literally means to revive
and to make alive again. The message of the
Gospel is a message of heart revival. Revival is the
coming back to the things of God and an
awakening to the knowledge of His presence
amongst us.
You don’t need to look far to see and hear
multiplied thousands of Christians talking of a fresh
sense of revival in the air today. There is a tangible
expectation that God is moving in a collective way
and it is exciting! This excitement is a great
reminder to ensure you are prepared for what God
is doing and that your heart is ready.
16
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“The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand
slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to
perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 2 Peter 3:9
The Bridegroom will return for the Bride and that day draws closer, but
there are others he wants to save first. Much of the preparation we
need undergo as the bride so we are ready is parallel to the preparation
for revival.
1. Wake up!
“Love and value others the same way
you love and value yourself.”
Love makes it impossible to harm
another, so love fulfills all that the law
requires.
To live like this is all the more urgent,
for time is running out and you know it
is a strategic hour in human history. It is
time for us to wake up! For our full
salvation is nearer now than when we
first believed.
Night’s darkness is dissolving away as a
new day of destiny dawns. So we must
once and for all strip away what is done
in the shadows of darkness, removing it
like filthy clothes. And once and for all
we clothe ourselves with the radiance of
light as our weapon. We must live
honorably, surrounded by the light of
this new day,”
Romans 13:9-13
TPT
It’s time to wake up and realize that God wants to revive us, so that
through us others may be reached. We need to realize that we are living in a strategic hour and it’s time for us to hear what he saying and be
prepared to change our ways, so that not only our life will be transformed, not only the church, but also those who are not yet saved.
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2. Pray
“ If

my people, who are called by my name, will
humble themselves and pray and seek my
face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will
hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14NIV
Revival starts with you, it is vital that you
wholeheartedly want to go his way, that there is a
passion and hunger for him to move in your life. You
have to be willing to repent, turn from sin and from
those things that are getting in the way of what he
wants to do. You need to seek his face, and allow
him to refill you with the Holy Spirit. Often it is not
that there is deep sin in our life, but more that we
have lost the excitement and passion that should
come with the joy of our salvation. When others in
the church also start to have that same hunger for
him to move, a longing to get back to their first love,
and a desire to call out corporately to God in prayer,
then he promises he will hear, he will forgive and he
will heal and restore our land.
As you start to pray, so God will give you a vision
and a strategy. He will show you the way he wants to
move through your church and give you direction.
You will be aware of his presence more and more,
and this incredible sense of his presence will begin
to flow out to others.
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3. Reach out
Our world doesn’t need a new definition for Christianity; it needs a new
declaration of Christianity. - A declaration from a revival generation who
live with bold faith because they know
who they are in Christ. - A generation
full of hope for the future who are on
a mission to declare the good news of
Jesus. You can be part of that generation; you can stand bold, courageous and victorious because God is
with you and he has revived your
heart!

“ And now you must repent and turn back to God so that your
sins will be removed, and so that times of refreshing will stream
from the Lord’s presence. 20 And he will send you Jesus, the
Messiah, the chosen one for you. 21 For he must remain in
heaven until the restoration of all things has taken
place, fulfilling everything that God said long ago through his
holy prophets.” Acts 3:19-21TPT
That word "refreshment" in the Greek means: the living breath of
God, and the Hebrew word for breath is the same word as the Holy
Spirit.
One definition describes it as: ‘revival: the breath of God.’
Resurrection life will come from the presence of the Lord, and the
Holy Spirit will start to move in amazing ways, bringing the life of
Jesus into barren lives and hard hearts. As the bride it is time for us
to wake up and start praying for his revival to move in our own life,
and in our church, that as the breath of God begins to blow that our
communities will be filled with his life, and the seeds of revival will
start to flourish and grow.
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Week 4: Rejoice - The Wedding has
Come!
The final step in the wedding has come, it is a time of great
anticipation, and the bride is waiting for the groom to arrive. She does
not know the exact timing, when this will be, one of the unique features
is that it will be a surprise. The father of the groom has to give his final
approval for the marriage to begin. Let’s continue to look at some of the
traditions for that time, and what they will mean to us.
1. Behold the Bridegroom
comes!
One of the groom’s men would go
ahead of the groom at midnight and
shout out:
“At midnight the cry rang out:
‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out
to meet him!’” Matthew 25:6
This is followed by the sound of the trumpet and the entire wedding
procession would go through the streets to the brides’ house. The
groom with much noise, fanfare and romance arrives to carry the bride
home.
“For

if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, we also believe
that God will bring with Jesus those who died while believing in
him. 15 This is the word of the Lord: we who are alive in him and
remain on earth when the Lord appears will by no means have an
advantage over those who have already died, for both will rise together.
16 For

the Lord himself will appear with the declaration of victory,
the shout of an archangel, and the trumpet blast of God. He will
descend from the heavenly realm and command those who are
dead in Christ to rise first. 17 Then we who are alive will join them,
transported together in clouds to have an encounter with the Lord

in the air, and we will be forever joined with the
Lord. 18 So encourage one another with these
truths.” 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18 TPT
We do not know exactly when Jesus will come again,
like at the wedding it will be a surprise, so let’s be encouraged that Jesus will return, and be ready for that
day.

2. The royal wedding
Again the wedding canopy is set up and the final
promises and vows made, with the couple saying a
blessing over a cup of wine. The pinnacle of this
joyful celebration was the marriage supper, which
would include seven days of food, music, dance and
celebration, a real time of rejoicing which we find in
Revelation 19:6-9. (See the introduction)
Let’s look at this celebration in Psalm 45:6-11 TPT
where we get an awesome picture of this royal
wedding:
“Your glory-kingdom, O God, endures forever,
for you are enthroned to rule with a justicescepter in your hand!
7 You are passionate for righteousness and you
hate lawlessness.
This is why God, your God,
crowns you with bliss above your fellow kings.
He has anointed you, more than any other,
with his oil of fervent joy,
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the very fragrance of heaven’s gladness.
8 Your royal robes release the scent of suffering love for your bride;
the odor of aromatic incense is upon you.
From the pure and shining place lovely music
that makes you glad is played for your pleasure.
The daughters of kings, women of honor,
are maidens in your courts.
And standing beside you,
glistening in your pure and golden glory,
is the beautiful bride-to-be!
10 Now listen, daughter, pay attention, and forget about your past.
Put behind you every attachment to the familiar,
even those who once were close to you!
11 For your royal Bridegroom is ravished by your beautiful
brightness.
Bow in reverence before him, for he is your Lord!”
3. Made new
Finally the couple come together
as husband and wife, in their newly
prepared heavenly home.
“Then I saw “a new heaven and
a new earth,” for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed
away, and there was no longer
any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as
a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud
voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now
among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his
people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.4 ‘He
will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed
away.”
5 He

who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything
new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are
trustworthy and true.” Revelation 21:1-5 TPT
22

The things in this weeks’ study are all to come, for
we are still in the Betrothal period, but now is the
time that we, the church must prepare. We need to
be expecting Jesus to come at any time, we need
to keep our focus on him and be filled to overflowing with the Holy Spirit.
Now is the time to be filled with the Holy Spirit; now
is the time for us to reach out with his love and salvation, he wants to move in revival power, will you
move into the plans and purposes God has for your
life, so that others too will be part of the bride, whilst
there is still the opportunity?

Jesus is coming back soon and we shall be with
him for eternity. As the bride, let’s agree with John
in Revelation 22:17 NIV:
“The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let
the one who hears say, “Come!” Let the one
who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life.”
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October

Preparation for the Bride/Revival
We regret that Watton Pentecostal Church will be
closed for all services and groups from now until
further notice, but the church is not this building, it is
and always will be its people and we are still here! We
will continue to pray, worship and praise God no
matter where we are.
You can contact the church Leadership Team
By phone on 07475956858 or
Email info@watton.org
And do not forget you can find us at
www.wattonchurch.org or on Facebook - Watton
Church.
We will return and open the doors to the church when
we are able to, but the door to God is always open and
will never be shut for anyone who knocks and seeks
Him.
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.

