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Messages from our

Noah’s Ark Baby & Toddler Group
We are really missing everyone and hope that you
are staying safe and we look forward to seeing you
all again soon. The Noah’s Ark Team

Friendship
Club

Hi everyone,
We are still unable to
meet at Friendship Club
but we are enjoying
chatting with you on
Fridays. We will
continue to do this till
we can meet at club
again. Stay safe
Keep safe.
God bless Love Terrie,
Jon and Rachael

Hi Homegroupers
Please keep safe and zoom joyfully together.
During this month please pray for each person
in your group by name.
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groupS

I hope you are well, our prayers are
with you all at this time.
I had an idea that if you are finding
time hanging heavy you might like a
challenge. I am therefore throwing
down the gauntlet! This is a
technical challenge, let try taking an
action picture of a drop of water or
milk after dropping. You have
probably seen examples of a drop of
milk splashing into a bowl.
Regards Bob

PULSE
A message from Ali and
James - We are missing you
all and hoping that you are
all staying safe. We look
forward to seeing you all
very soon.
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YOUTH GROUP

Freedom and Provision
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and
where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom.
2 Corinthians 3:17 (NIV)
This month let us explore together
the freedom that God has given
each one of us and remember that
Christ has set us free, that we are
no longer slaves but are His
children.
Each week is once again written
by a different author, but will look
at the freedom and provision God
gives.
Let us remember that as we
experience lockdown, that we still
can live in the freedom and
provision God has given each one
of us.

Week One : Freedom and
Provision through the Holy Spirit
written by Angela
Week Two : Freedom and
Provision - Joseph written by Jon
Week Three : Peter’s Miraculous
Escape written by Tina
Week Four : Freedom and
Provision - Philemon written by
Roger.
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WEEK 4: Freedom and Provision Philemon
Written by Roger Pawsey
This letter is only the tip of an iceberg to an
incredible story, and there are many variations to
the story. However, I think this version has a ring of
truth to it.
The background was that a heresy had started to
infiltrate the church in the Lycus Valley. This heresy
can only be described as a kind of spiritual and
intellectual snobbery, that limited Christian freedom
and relationship with a loving God. It was later
called Gnosticism.
This affected three churches, Laodicea, Hierapolis
and Colossae, each of whom had been planted out
of the church in Ephesus which was the main
trading centre in the area.
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Epaphras, who was from Colossae, had travelled to Rome to be with Paul
who was a prisoner and probably under house arrest. It was Epaphras
who had told Paul about the spread of this heresy which Paul determined
to stop.
While staying with Paul, Epaphras noticed that Onesimus, a runaway
slave from Hierapolis (Philemon's household), was part of Paul's
household.
Paul on hearing of the heresy determines to contain and confront the
heresy that was taking hold. His strategy was to write four letters, one to
each city.
1. A round robin letter to be read in all the four churches. We now know
this as the letter to the Ephesians.
2. A letter to Laodicea, which was lost.
3. A letter to Colossae which is probably where the heresy first emerged
in the valley.
4. A letter to Philemon in Hierapolis, accompanied by Onesimus who
could explain what Paul was teaching the churches.
Tychicus was charged with the
delivery of the letters and to return
Onesimus to his master.
In sending Onesimus back Paul
was giving him a new start, but also
stopped any accusation of
Christians hiding runaway slaves in
Rome. Rome was known as a place
where runaways would go to
disappear in the crowd.
Consider the trust that Onesimus
must have had in God and in Paul
to have gone back to Philemon, to
what would be certain death as a
runaway slave who had stolen from
his master.
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A Man of Love
Philemon was well known as a man of love as we
can see in verses 6 & 7 (AMP).
"I pray that the sharing of your faith may become
effective and powerful because of your accurate
knowledge of every good thing which is ours in
Christ. For I have had great joy and comfort and
encouragement from your love, because the hearts
of the saints (God’s people) have been refreshed
through you, my brother."
This was perhaps a private letter or maybe it was
read in the church after Tychicus had read the letter
to the Ephesian church. Think about Chapter 1 of
Ephesians and compare verse 6 "I pray that the
sharing of your faith may become effective and
powerful because of your accurate knowledge of
every good thing which is ours in Christ."
Philemon may have wondered if he really knew
"every good thing which is ours in Christ"?
Paul says that Philemon was a man who loved and
refreshed Christians. He was certainly a man of love.
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A Request of Love
Look at the request of love that Paul makes in verses 8-12 (AMP),
"Therefore [on the basis of these facts], though I have enough
confidence in Christ to order you to do what is appropriate, yet for
love’s sake I prefer to appeal to you—since I am such a person as
Paul, an old man, and now also a prisoner [for the sake] of Christ
Jesus— I appeal to you for my [own spiritual] child Onesimus, whom I
have fathered [in the faith] while a captive in these chains. Once he
was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you as well as to
me. I have sent him back to you in person, that is, like sending my very
heart."

Paul's request is made humbly as a prisoner not as an Apostle. It was
certainly an emotional appeal "I appeal to you for my [own spiritual]
child Onesimus, whom I have fathered [in the faith] while a captive in
these chains".
But there is something deeper as Paul says, "Once he was useless to
you, but now he is indeed useful to you as well as to me." The word
'Onesimus' literally means useful or profitable. This sentience is a pun
to emphasise the fact that this runaway slave could now be useful to
Philemon in explaining Paul's teaching.
Paul's appeal is based on the idea that if Philemon considers Paul a
partner, he should welcome Onesimus and accept him as he would
Paul himself.

The Cost of Love
Paul closes the letter by saying, "It is with complete confidence in your
willingness to listen that I write to you, for I know well that you will do
more than I ask". There is cost to Christian love, it is a personal cost, a
reputational cost and an emotional cost.
Onesimus put his very life at risk by going back to the household of
Philemon. He was willing to give up his freedom and perhaps his life, to
do what was right and serve the gospel.
Paul puts reputation and
perhaps his ministry at risk by
trusting Onesimus to be the new
man he had become. He was
also trusting Philemon to receive
Onesimus as he would Paul
himself. If Philemon rejected or
executed Onesimus he was in
effect rejecting Paul.

Philemon puts his standing in the community at risk by not following
the law and condoning theft and slaves running away. His response
is completely contrary to the culture of the day.
The Christian must always welcome back the man who has made a
mistake. Too often we regard the man who has taken the wrong
turning with suspicion and show that we are never prepared to trust
him again. We believe that God can forgive him but we, ourselves,
find it too difficult.
It has been said that the most uplifting thing about Jesus Christ is
that he trusts us on the very field of our defeat. When a person has
made a mistake, the way back can be very hard, and God cannot
easily help the person who, in their self-righteousness or selfjustification, makes it harder for themselves.
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To conclude we must ask ourselves two questions:
a) What does this letter mean for us today?
The church is at its best when it is accepting and restoring those who
are different, those who have made mistakes and those who have
hurt us.
Yet, Christianity is not out to help a man escape his past and run
away from it; it is out to enable him to face his past and rise above it.
Christianity is never escape; it is always conquest.
b) How should we personally respond?
We should:
Learn to see the bigger picture of our personal world that people are
confused, hurting and afraid because of what they see around them.
For we know that we are surrounded by God.
Learn to say sorry, this is the hardest thing to say in any relationship.
Saying sorry for any hurt caused, any perceived hurt caused by our
actions, words or attitude helps us to be vigilant in all our relationships
about the wellbeing of others.
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JUNE

Freedom and Provision
We regret that Watton Pentecostal Church will be
closed for all services and groups from now until
further notice, but the church is not this building, it is
and always will be its people and we are still here! We
will continue to pray, worship and praise God no
matter where we are.
You can contact the church Leadership Team
By phone on 07475956858 or
Email info@watton.org
And do not forget you can find us at
www.wattonchurch.org or on Facebook - Watton
Church.
We will return and open the doors to the church when
we are able to, but the door to God is always open and
will never be shut for anyone who knocks and seeks
Him.
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.

