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Messages from our

Noah’s Ark Baby & Toddler Group
We are really missing everyone and hope that you
are staying safe and we look forward to seeing you
all again soon. The Noah’s Ark Team

Friendship
Club

Hi everyone,
We are still unable to
meet at Friendship Club
but we are enjoying
chatting with you on
Fridays. We will
continue to do this till
we can meet at club
again. Stay safe
Keep safe.
God bless Love Terrie,
Jon and Rachael

Hi Homegroupers
Please keep safe and zoom joyfully together.
During this month please pray for each person
in your group by name.
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groupS

I hope you are well, our prayers are
with you all at this time.
I had an idea that if you are finding
time hanging heavy you might like a
challenge. I am therefore throwing
down the gauntlet! This is a
technical challenge, let try taking an
action picture of a drop of water or
milk after dropping. You have
probably seen examples of a drop of
milk splashing into a bowl.
Regards Bob

PULSE
A message from Ali and
James - We are missing you
all and hoping that you are
all staying safe. We look
forward to seeing you all
very soon.
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YOUTH GROUP

Freedom and Provision
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and
where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom.
2 Corinthians 3:17 (NIV)
This month let us explore together
the freedom that God has given
each one of us and remember that
Christ has set us free, that we are
no longer slaves but are His
children.
Each week is once again written
by a different author, but will look
at the freedom and provision God
gives.
Let us remember that as we
experience lockdown, that we still
can live in the freedom and
provision God has given each one
of us.

Week One : Freedom and
Provision through the Holy Spirit
written by Angela
Week Two : Freedom and
Provision - Joseph written by Jon
Week Three : Peter’s Miraculous
Escape written by Tina
Week Four : Freedom and
Provision - Philemon written by
Roger.
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WEEK 3 : Acts 12:1-19 Peter's miraculous
escape from prison
Written by Tina Pawsey

This week we're going to focus on one of the most
remarkable miracles recorded in the book of Acts,
Peter's miraculous escape from prison. But I think
this could more accurately be described as Peter's
miraculous deliverance from prison because he
didn't plan or execute the deliverance, it was all
accomplished through an angel of the Lord.
It's wonderful to read about the many times angels
appeared throughout the bible and particularly in
the book of Acts. It demonstrates how much God
loves his people that he would send an angel to
intervene at times of someone's great need. I
wonder how many times God has sent an angel to
us without our recognising it, to keep us safe from
harm.
At this time in our passage, Herod had begun to
persecute some who belonged to this new way of
believing in Jesus. He ruthlessly suppressed
minorities when they became disruptive and viewed
Jewish Christians as divisive and felt their activities
could only disturb the people and inflame
antangonisms. So he arrested some of the
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believers and had James, one of Jesus' original disciples, beheaded by
the sword. Finding that this pleased the Jewish leaders, he then took
Peter during Passover Week and imprisoned him till he could bring him
out for public trial after the Passover.
1. The Arrest
Herod had planned to try Peter as the leader of the divisive minority that
identified itself with the crucified Jesus of Nazareth and then execute him
as a warning to other followers to stop their activities.
So Peter was arrested and in view of Herod's intentions the guard was
doubled. He was guarded by 4 squads of 4 soldiers each. 4 squads to
cover day and night so there would have been 4 watches of 3 hours
duration. Normally a prisoner would be chained by his right hand to his
guard's left hand, but Peter was chained by both hands to a guard on
each side of him, while the two remaining guards kept watch by the door.
Prison cells in those times were
dreadful places. They were vile,
cold, dark and dingy. The cell Peter
was held in was one which would
have only been used for those due
for execution.
2. The Escape
It's amazing to think that Peter was
asleep when the angel appeared.
How could he sleep in that
environment which was cold,
uncomfortable and dark? Perhaps
he had a peace that whatever
happened to him the Lord knew
where he was and would deliver
him again. Peter had been rescued
from prison before, see Acts 5:1720.
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What about the guards? Were they asleep too?
When the angel appeared a light shone in the cell.
He struck Peter on the side and woke him up and
Peter's chains fell off. Then the angel told him to
dress and put on his sandals. Peter was most likely
groggy from sleep but just did what he was told.
There must have been some noise through all this.
So what were the guards doing? Perhaps God put
them into a deep sleep.
As the angel and Peter left the prison they passed
the first and second guards without being seen and
came to the iron gate which led to the city. This gate
opened by itself and they went through it.
As the angel led Peter out of the prison, he thought
he was seeing a vision and that what was happening
was not reality. Maybe he was still groggy from sleep
until the angel led him the length of one street and
suddenly disappeared. That was when Peter came
to himself and realised that God himself had sent an
angel and rescued him. I wonder how Peter felt then,
knowing that God loved and cared for him so much
that he delivered him from Herod's clutches.
Peter's deliverance must be ascribed entirely to God,
for it was in no way due to his own efforts or those of
the Christian community, although they were of
course earnestly praying for him.
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4. The Return
When he came to himself the first thing he wanted to do was tell the
other believers. Realising the danger he faced if Herod's soldiers
should find him, he went to one of the meeting places of the early
Jerusalem Christians, the home of Mary, John Mark's mother. Mary's
house must have been of some size, with a vestibule opening onto the
street, an intervening court, and rear living quarters. Many people
were gathered there, Peter was knocking on the door of the outer
entrance and Rhoda the servant girl was rushing back and forth for
joy. She was so overcome that she forgot to open the door and Peter
had to keep knocking. The believers didn't believe her, even ridiculed
her, until her frantic insistence led them to go to see for themselves.
Then they were utterly astonished and finally let Peter in.

Peter told them it wasn't the time for celebration because Herod's
soldiers would be prowling the streets looking for him. Nevertheless he
gave them a quick summary of how the Lord had brought him out of
prison and asked them to tell James and the other brothers what had
happened.
How important it is to tell our fellow Christians when miracles happen
so that we can rejoice and give God the glory.
It took a while for them to believe it really was Peter. Even though
they'd been praying for his release, they couldn't quite believe the
answer to their prayers. I wonder if we sometimes fail to believe the
answer to our prayers or need to be convinced as those believers were
that God still performs miracles today. Perhaps we could have more
expectation that God will intervene when we earnestly pray as those
early believers did.

I can imagine that those believers did celebrate Peter's miraculous
deliverance from prison and that it encouraged them to keep praying and
expecting great things in answer to their prayers.
God had a purpose in enabling Peter's escape from prison. He had a lot
more work for him to do. The next time we hear of him is in Acts 15 at the
Council of Jerusalem. Peter was one of the leading figures of the Council
and spoke with great authority following a vigorous argument about
whether Gentiles should be circumcised. Peter spoke about how God
had shown him that even the Gentiles could hear the gospel and believe
(Acts 10:23b-48). As he spoke the whole assembly became silent and
listened, also to Paul and Barnabas. From this meeting a letter was
written to all the Gentile believers, encouraging and strengthening them.
He also wrote two of the letters in the New Testament, 1 and 2 Peter.
So what can we glean from this
miraculous deliverance account
and the exciting works of God
through his angels? God
brought Peter out from his
prison cell into freedom and his
provision, demonstrating how
much he loved him and because
he had more work for him to do.
Are there areas of our lives that
feel like a prison cell? God
knows exactly where we are and wants us to experience more of the
freedom he has for us. Do we need him to bring us out into the
freedom he provides and move us into more of his wonderful
provision?
Let me encourage you this week to examine your heart to see if
there are areas that are still locked up and determine to allow God to
release you into his glorious freedom.
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JUNE

Freedom and Provision
We regret that Watton Pentecostal Church will be
closed for all services and groups from now until
further notice, but the church is not this building, it is
and always will be its people and we are still here! We
will continue to pray, worship and praise God no
matter where we are.
You can contact the church Leadership Team
By phone on 07475956858 or
Email info@watton.org
And do not forget you can find us at
www.wattonchurch.org or on Facebook - Watton
Church.
We will return and open the doors to the church when
we are able to, but the door to God is always open and
will never be shut for anyone who knocks and seeks
Him.
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.

