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Messages from our

Noah’s Ark Baby & Toddler Group
We are really missing everyone and hope that you
are staying safe and we look forward to seeing you
all again soon. The Noah’s Ark Team

Friendship
Club

Hi everyone,
We hope you are all
well. It's been lovely
keeping in touch with
you on the phone.
Jon Rachael and I will
continue doing this to
keep the contact.
When we come out of
this crisis and we get
back to Friendship Club
we will have an amazing
celebration lunch.
Keep safe.
God bless Terrie, Jon
and Rachael

Hi Homegroupers
As you are aware there are no home groups at present. So we have four
prayer requests
1. Please pray for each member of your group by name.
2. Please pray for our prime minister, the government and our nation.
3. There are many people struggling with the isolation. If you are
finding it hard please contact your homegroup leader for a chat. Please
pray for our church, and the town of watton.
12 key workers.
4. Please pray for NHS staff and all

groupS

I hope you are well, our prayers are
with you all at this time.
I had an idea that if you are finding
time hanging heavy you might like a
challenge. I am therefore throwing
down the gauntlet! This is a
technical challenge, let try taking an
action picture of a drop of water or
milk after dropping. You have
probably seen examples of a drop of
milk splashing into a bowl.
Regards Bob

PULSE
A message from Ali and
James - We are missing you
all and hoping that you are
all staying safe. We look
forward to seeing you all
very soon.
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YOUTH GROUP

GOD’S PEACE
Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation,
by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. And the peace
of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.
Philippians 4:6-7 (NIV)
What a wonderful promise this is
for us believers, that the wonderful
peace of God will fill our hearts
and minds, and we may need to
hold onto this promise now more
than ever.

Week One : God’s Sovereignty by
Jon.
Week Two : God’s Protection by
Roger
Week Three : God’s Restoration
by Angela
Week Four : God’s Love by Elaine
Week Five : God’s Grace by
Roger.

This month we are going to
explore five different truths, that
when we grasp hold of them then
we will experience God’s peace in
our lives. And for something a little
different each week has been
written by someone different.

We hope that each week will bring
you a sense of the Peace of God
in these difficult and testing times.
Amen.
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WEEK 5: GOD’S GRACE
Written by Roger Pawsey
When we think of God's grace it is easy to feel overwhelmed by so
vast a subject. Yet what a wonderful thing it is to be overwhelmed by
his unmerited favour (grace).
Paul writes in Ephesians 2:8, "For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift
of God" (NIIV)
The amplified version says, "For it is by grace [God’s remarkable
compassion and favour drawing you to Christ] that you have
been saved [actually delivered from judgment and given eternal
life] through faith. And this [salvation] is not of yourselves [not
through your own effort], but it is the [undeserved, gracious] gift
of God".
There has always been much discussion and disagreement about
grace in the church.
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Augustine points out that without Christ we are
enslaved to sin and that prevenient grace, that
is God's unmerited favour to us and love for us,
is demonstrated while we were still sinners, in
that Christ died for us.
Augustine also saw a grace subsequent to
salvation by faith which enabled that new life to
be an agent of God's own loving acts towards
others. Paul puts it this way,
"Therefore, since we have been justified
through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have gained access by faith into
this grace in which we now stand."(Romans
5:1-2 NIV)

Many Christians wish they were more fulfilled in
their walk with God. They wonder if they are
doing enough to earn his acceptance. So they
try harder, they pray more, read their bible more.
They find themselves in a vicious circle of trying
harder, followed by disappointment and
despondency.
I would suggest three things you can do to break
the circle.
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1. Recognise that righteousness is a
free gift.
"since we have been justified through
faith"
This is the problem; if you are not
thoroughly persuaded that God has
given you the gift of righteousness that
makes you acceptable to him, you will
constantly struggle with a sense of
disqualification and guilt.
It is said of John Bunyan that one day he
was experiencing a season of depression.
Walking and feeling dejected, he saw a vision of
Jesus Christ. In that moment he comprehended that Jesus Christ was
his righteousness. He understood in a new way that if he felt bright,
robust, and happy in God he could in no way add to the
righteousness of Christ, nor could he, if he felt low or dejected, take
away from the righteousness of Christ. Suddenly he understood with
certainty and joy that Jesus Christ was his righteousness and he is
the same yesterday, today and forever.
Louis Berkof says, "Justification may be defined as that legal act of
God by which He declares the sinner righteous on the basis of the
perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ."
He goes on to say, "Justification has
two elements;
a) The forgiveness of sins on the
basis of the righteousness of Jesus
Christ, the pardon granted applies to
all sins past present and future and
therefore does not admit repetition.

7

b) The adoption as children of God. In justification God adopts
believers as his children, that is, places them in the position of
children and gives them all the rights of children including the right to
an eternal inheritance. The legal sonship of believers should be
distinguished from their moral sonship through regeneration and
sanctification."
Let us recognise that in all that we do we can never earn God's love
and acceptance. He loves and accepts us just as we are, yet as we
learn more about him and learn to trust him more it is us, his children,
who are being changed from glory to glory.

2. Realise that it is my position not my performance that counts
"this grace in which we now stand"
We stand in the unreserved, unmerited favour of God, who loves us
as his very own children. For God sees us in Jesus Christ and this
is our position; we are in Christ.
My performance is somewhat lacking at times. I fail, I make
mistakes, like all of us but none of this can remove us, will ever
remove us, from the love of God in Christ Jesus. This covenant of
grace stands.
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3. Actualise your freedom
"So do you think we should continue sinning so that God will
give us more and more grace? Of course not! Our old sinful life
ended. It’s dead. So how can we continue living in sin?"
Romans 6:1-2 (ERV)
To actualise something is to make it real in our lives, to cause our
behaviour to reflect something, in this case the truth of our freedom.
Some years ago a test was done with a flea. The flea was put in a
jar and the lid put on. The flea learnt to jump to just under the lid. So
when the lid was removed the flea did not escape the jar. It is easy
for us to be free but still conform to old habits and behaviours in our
lifestyle that fall short of God's glory. We actualise our freedom by
living the lifestyle that enables us to be all that we can be for God.
However, with the Holy Spirit in us we can actualise the
consequence (fruit) of his presence in our lives by living the life style
of freedom. This lifestyle enabled by the Holy Spirit is to love others
with various expressions of God's love as explained by Paul in
Galatians 5:22–23 (TPT)
"But the fruit produced by the Holy Spirit within you is divine
love in all its varied expressions:
joy that overflows,
peace that subdues, patience that
endures,
kindness in action, a life full of virtue,
faith that prevails,
gentleness of heart, and strength of spirit.
Never set the law above these qualities, for they are meant to
be limitless."
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MAY SUNDAY SERVICES

GOD’S PEACE
We regret that Watton Pentecostal Church will be
closed for all services and groups from now until
further notice, but the church is not this building, it is
and always will be its people and we are still here! We
will continue to pray, worship and praise God no
matter where we are.
You can contact the church Leadership Team
By phone on 07475956858 or
Email info@watton.org
And do not forget you can find us at
www.wattonchurch.org or on Facebook - Watton
Church.
We will return and open the doors to the church when
we are able to, but the door to God is always open and
will never be shut for anyone who knocks and seeks
Him.
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.

