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The Journey to Easter
Written by Jon Adams
Do you enjoy reading? And do you
have a favourite book? I must
confess that I’m a bit of a
bookworm, and one of my
favourite books is “The Road Less
Travelled” by M.Scott Peck. It’s a
book I’ve read more than once,
and each time I read it new
thoughts and ideas jump out at
me, along with fresh challenges!
As you may have guessed, it’s a
book about travelling, although not
in the same context as Bill Bryson
(The Palace Under The Alps) or
Stephen Fry (The Ode Less
Travelled) write. It’s more a book
about life’s journey. It is hard to
summarise the content, so I
recommend you buy or borrow a
copy and discover for yourself.

“The Road Less Travelled” was a
huge success, fairly quickly, and
Scotty (to his friends), followed it
with “Further Along The Road
Less Travelled”, a title which
concisely explains the content;
and I suppose for most of us, we
are that bit further along the road!
So, this month we will be looking
at “the journey”, but not only from
a personal viewpoint; rather we’ll
be using the bible as our road
map and Sat-Nav, and
experiencing how truth is our best
guide. I hope we’ll discover how to
travel well! Then maybe “the road
less travelled” will have one or two
more sets of footprints along the
way.
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WEEK 1: The Beginning?

So where do we begin? Or more precisely, where
does “the journey” begin?
Well, we can begin our study this month with a
couple of quotations:
“A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single
step” is an old Chinese proverb.
And Lewis Carroll wrote in Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland: “Begin at the beginning," the King
said, very gravely, "and go on till you come to the
end: then stop.”
All sound advice I’m sure, but sadly not really
illuminating enough. Where does it really all begin?
From where we are now? Surely not, if we are
already “further along the road less travelled”.
John writes (about Jesus) in his letter, 1 John 1:1 [
What Was Heard, Seen, and Touched ] That which
was from the beginning, which we have heard,
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have
looked upon, and our hands have handled,
concerning the Word of life.
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John uses a similar expression in his
gospel, In John 1:1 he says [ The
Eternal Word ] “In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.”
Of course, John is writing about
Jesus. And John is describing the
relationship he and the disciples had
with Jesus. But I want us to consider
the expressions “from the
beginning” and “in the beginning.”
Mr W.E.Vine writes in his commentary
on John’s epistles “These verses do not
imply that Jesus Christ was originated.
Wherever any beginning is in view, there
Christ was, having been pre-existent to
it.” All a bit heavy for me, but then Vine
did write an Expository Dictionary of
New Testament Words!
I like to think that Jesus Christ existed
before Christmas! Before Jesus was
born into the inn at Bethlehem, he
existed! He said Himself, before
Abraham was, I AM; now that’s either
poor grammar or an indication of His
eternal nature!

My life began on 10th August 1952. I was born at Great Yarmouth, in
the General Hospital; but my life really began in February 1968 when
I was “born again” and became a Christian, a follower of Jesus.
John writes of this in John 3:3 (N.K.J.) Jesus answered and said to
him (Nicodemus), “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
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(The Message) Jesus said, “You’re absolutely right.
Take it from me: Unless a person is born from
above, it’s not possible to see what I’m pointing to—
to God’s kingdom.”
The Greek word for this new life is Zoe. It means
literally the life of God. And as Christians, we have
this life in all its wonderful fullness, and richness,
and beauty. I could go on!
The songwriter wrote: “Let's begin again, begin the
begin. Let's begin again”. Well, we can begin again,
but in the truest sense we begin when we begin to
follow Jesus!

So our journey (of faith) begins with a step. It’s a
step of faith when we trust Jesus.
Have you taken that step yet? I’m further along that
road, and enjoying the journey!
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WEEK 2: The Ending?

Soren Kierkegaard said: “Life can only be understood backwards,
but it must be lived forwards”.
If only I had the benefit of hindsight, I might not have made (quite)
so many mistakes!
Well Jesus really is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and
the ending, the first and the last. And as we read the bible, we are
given the benefit of an “overview”, of fully seeing Jesus’ life, in its
completeness. Do you think that might be useful?
As this is the Easter weekend, today I want to focus on both Good
Friday and Easter Sunday. On both the death and the resurrection
of Jesus Christ.
We have already thought about His birth, which in itself was
part of His journey. One of the paradoxes of Christianity is that
Jesus vacated Heaven so that we might populate Heaven!
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In the song “The Servant King”, Graham Kendrick
wrote:
From heaven you came, helpless babe, entered
our world, your glory veiled;
Not to be served but to serve, and give your life
that we might live.
There in the garden of tears, my heavy load he
chose to bear;
His heart with sorrow was torn, 'yet not my will but
yours,' he said.
Come, see his hands and his feet, the scars that
speak of sacrifice,
Hands that flung stars into space to cruel nails
surrendered.

So let us learn how to serve, and in our lives
enthrone him;
Each other's needs to prefer, for it is Christ we're
serving.
This is our God, the Servant King, He calls us now to
follow him,
To bring our lives as a daily offering of worship to the
Servant King.
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So, Jesus’ journey eventually took Him to a horrible death, on a
Roman cross. Yet strangely His whole life was directed to that time
and place. Isaiah 50:7 says prophetically of Jesus: “He set His face as
a flint towards Jerusalem”. He knew what would happen. It’s a bit like
Jesus set his life’s Sat-Nav address as “The cross, Hillside, Golgotha.”
But was this the ending? Was it His destination?
Not according to the bible! It was an integral part of Jesus’ journey,
“back to the Father”.
And our death is something we all have
to face up to, at some time. Jesus not
only faced up to His death, he actually
laid His life down, voluntarily. He “gave
His life that we might live”. Scholars use
all sorts of words for this: propitiation,
expiation, substitution… and these
simply mean that Jesus Christ took our
place at Calvary. I owed a debt I could
not pay, He paid a debt He did not owe!
And rather than having to prove
ourselves good enough, we just have to
trust in Jesus, who was good enough.

Today is Easter Sunday, the third day! It is Resurrection Sunday! The
tomb is empty! Jesus is alive!
And because Jesus is alive, He is our Living Hope! We have a hope,
and a future!
I haven’t reached my destination yet, but I know exactly where I’m
going! How wonderful it is to have that assurance, knowing that Jesus
Himself has prepared a place for us. He’s waiting to welcome us
home.
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WEEK 3: The Journey
We’ve looked at beginnings and
we’ve looked at endings, but what
about the bit in the middle?
What about our life?
In the pre-technological age, a
road map was essential for getting
from A to B. Then the Sat-Nav
was invented, and nowadays most
new cars come with an in-built
Sat-Nav. So not only can we see
on screen the directions for our
route, we can hear a (usually)
pleasant voice give us directions.
But exactly how do we navigate our way along life’s journey?
Of course, Christians would point you to the Bible, the Word of God for
guidance. But someone has said “I used to read the bible to master it;
now I realise it has to master me.”
And when I began my Christian walk, I loved to study the bible. But as I
went farther along the road, I began to (sometimes) hear God speak to
me; and that’s a wonderful thing. It’s like the bible went from being a
road map to a Sat-Nav, (with plenty of text messages included for good
measure.)
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So what guidance is there for us this
month?
I believe there are two important
questions every person must answer.
And these questions are clearly addressed and answered in the bible:
1. Who am I?
2. Why am I here?
This week we will look at the question Who am I?
You might say “I’m Fred Smith”, (if that was your name.) But that
would simply be your name. It’s not who you are.
You might say: “I’m English, or I’m French, or I’m Polish”, but that
would be your nationality.
Or you might say “I’m a Methodist, or a Baptist, or a Pentecostal”,
but that would be your denominational preference.
None of these things define who you are. So, what does define
our identity?

April MEETINGS

Noah’s Ark Baby & Toddler Group
Cancelled but we will reopen when we
are able to

Friendship
Club
Cancelled

Everyone Welcome

Cancelled

Cancelled
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
12

AND EVENTS

Cancelled - but let us
join together and pray
in our homes

Prayer Requests for April
In view of the current circumstances we find ourselves
in let us pull together and pray. Let us lift up one
another and encourage each other to seek God and His
peace. Let us lift up our town and surrounding area to
God and ask Him to pour out His mercies and
protection upon them.

Cancelled

PULSE
YOUTH GROUP

7 -11
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SPEAK TO ALI OR JAMES
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Jesus asked the question of His disciples “Who do
men say that I the son of man am”? They answered, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah,
and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
Then Jesus asked them “But who do you say I
am? Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the
Christ, the son of the living God.” Jesus replied,
“Blessed are you Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and
blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father
who is in heaven.”

Jesus knew exactly who He was. He wasn’t
asking for clarity, but to find out what His disciples
thought; beginning with the larger following of
disciples, then the twelve close disciples.
This is such an important question, who am I?
Because from our identity flows our thought
processes and our behaviour. Jesus’ identity
affected everything He did and said.
When we know who we are, it will affect all we do
and say. It will affect our choices and decisions.
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My Notes

For the Christian, what is true of Jesus is true of them! A Christian is one who is fully alive, spiritually. In week 1 I used the word
Zoe. It literally means the life of God. For the Christian to be spiritually alive is to be in union with God, by being in Christ.
That is what it means to be a Christian.
.
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For more information speak to
Elaine

Once we have grasped our identity “in Christ”, it will affect every
decision we have to make. We will be like Joshua, who didn’t turn
to the right or to the left but kept going straight on.
I am so glad the Sat-Nav was invented. It makes getting from A to
B so much easier. Yet I still lose direction, I still take wrong turns.
Usually it’s my fault (they tell me.)
And it is so easy to travel life’s journey and make wrong choices,
wrong decisions, take wrong turns. But when we understand and
have grasped who we are in Christ, the decisions will be simpler
and choices clearer.
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So, here are some bible verses emphasizing our
true identity in Christ:
1 Corinthians 3:16 I am a temple, a dwelling
place of God. His Spirit and His life dwells in me.
2 Corinthians 5:17 I am a new creation.
Let’s meditate on
these 2 verses this
week. Meditation is
not difficult, it is simply repeating words,
chewing them over in
your mind or out loud.
Remember these are
scripture truths.
They are the truth
about you, if you are
a Christian, if you
have changed from
going your way to accepting Jesus Christ
and His way.

And the Bible does say in Psalm 51:6 “Behold,
You desire truth in the inward parts, and in
the hidden part You will make me to know wisdom.”
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My Notes

WEEK 4: The Purpose
We’ve considered the question Who am I, our
identity as Christians. We are in Christ.
But why are we here? What’s it all about? What
is my life’s purpose?
There are some bible verses which really excite
me, and there’s an amazing verse in
Ephesians 1:11-12 (The Message): It’s in
Christ that we find out who we are and what
we are living for. Long before we first heard of
Christ and got our hopes up, he had his eye on
us, had designs on us for glorious living,
part of the overall purpose he is working out in
everything and everyone.

What a wonderful verse! To be honest this one
verse sums it all up perfectly for me! Paul uses
the expression “in Christ” so often, we simply
must grasp its importance. And who wouldn’t
want some of this “glorious living?” How often
do we settle for second best, for the mundane,
the ordinary? According to Paul life can be
glorious!
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My Notes

Paul is describing our identity. We looked at this last week, and
here are some more bible verses illustrating this truth:
John 1:12 I am a child of God
Romans 6:18 I am a slave of righteousness.
Exodus 3:14, John 8:24 I am not the great I am, but by the grace
of God I am what I am.
Ephesians 4:24 I am righteous and holy.

And there are many more bible verses like these, emphasizing our
spiritual identity. It is really useful to read and memorise these verses – they are truth.
And it’s also in Christ that we find out what our life is about. We discover our purpose.
Jesus knew exactly who He was. He was and is the Son of God.
And from that relationship, that identity, flowed His life’s work. Everything Jesus said or did came out of that relationship. Everything Jesus did, was to please His Father, and was in line with God’s will.

20

Even a superficial reading of the 4 Gospels will
show this truth. Here are some bible verses to help:
Luke 2:49 And Jesus said to them, “Why did you
seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My
Father’s business?” This verse clearly shows the
correlation between identity and purpose.
Matthew 11:27 (The Message) Jesus resumed
talking to the people, but now tenderly. “The Father
has given me all these things to do and say. This is
a unique Father-Son operation, coming out of
Father and Son intimacies and knowledge. No one
knows the Son the way the Father does, nor the
Father the way the Son does. But I’m not keeping it
to myself; I’m ready to go over it line by line with
anyone willing to listen.”

And we as Christians are included in this wonderful
relationship with God, our Heavenly Father.
In Matthew 6:7-13 Jesus teaches “The Lords
Prayer”. Our Father. Jesus’ Father is ours too!
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My Notes

To finish, I think Jesus Himself sums it all up really well for us:
John 14:11-14 (The Message) “Believe me: I am in my Father and my
Father is in me. If you can’t believe that, believe what you see—these
works. The person who trusts me will not only do what I’m doing but
even greater things, because I, on my way to the Father, am giving you
the same work to do that I’ve been doing. You can count on it. From
now on, whatever you request along the lines of who I am and what I
am doing, I’ll do it. That’s how the Father will be seen for who he is in
the Son. I mean it. Whatever you request in this way, I’ll do.
Who I am and what I am
doing! It couldn’t be clearer
than that. This is our road map
or Sat-Nav for life’s journey.
Everything is rooted in our
identity, our relationship with
God, through Jesus Christ.
And like Jesus we can do the
works of our Heavenly Father!
When we were younger we
used to sing:
“There’s a pathway, precious
pathway, revealed in the bible.
If we tread it, Jesus said it will
lead us to Glory!”
Well, I hope I’ve shed a little
light on the pathway.
Psalm 119:105 Your word is a
lamp for my feet, a light on my
path.
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In these times of uncertainty let us remember the God that we serve is
above all things.
Martin Luther's pastoral advice during the Black Plague:
"I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help
purify the air, administer medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and
persons where my presence is not needed in order not to become
contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute others and so
cause their death as a result of my negligence. If God should wish to
take me, he will surely find me and I have done what he has expected of
me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or the death of
others. If my neighbor needs me however I shall not avoid place or
person but will go freely as stated above. See this is such a God-fearing
faith because it is neither brash nor foolhardy..."

—Martin Luther, Works v. 43, p. 132. Letter "Whether one may flee from
a Deadly Plague" written to Rev. Dr. John Hess.

APRIL
The Journey
We regret that Watton Pentecostal Church will be
closed for all services and groups from now until
further notice, but the church is not this building, it is
and always will be its people and we are still here! We
will continue to pray, worship and praise God no
matter where we are.
You can contact the church Leadership Team
By phone on 07475956858 or
Email info@watton.org
And do not forget you can find us at
www.wattonchurch.org or on Facebook - Watton
Church.
We will return and open the doors to the church when
we are able to, but the door to God is always open and
will never be shut for anyone who knocks and seeks
Him.
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.

