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Touched by the Master
Twas battered and scarred,
And the auctioneer thought it
hardly worth his while
To waste his time on the old violin,
but he held it up with a smile.
"What am I bid, good people", he cried,
"Who starts the bidding for me?"
"One dollar, one dollar, Do I hear two?"
"Two dollars, who makes it three?"
"Three dollars once, three dollars twice,
going for three,"
But, No,
From the room far back a gray bearded
man
Came forward and picked up the bow,
Then wiping the dust from the old violin
And tightening up the strings,
He played a melody, pure and sweet
As sweet as the angel sings.
The music ceased and the auctioneer
With a voice that was quiet and low,
Said "What now am I bid for this old
violin?"
As he held it aloft with its' bow.
"One thousand, one thousand, Do I hear
two?"
"Two thousand, Who makes it three?"
"Three thousand once, three thousand
twice,
Going and gone", said he.
The audience cheered,
But some of them cried,
"We just don't understand."
"What changed its' worth?"
Swift came the reply.

"The Touch of the Masters Hand."
"And many a man with life out of tune
All battered and bruised with hardship
Is auctioned cheap to a thoughtless
crowd
Much like that old violin
A mess of pottage, a glass of wine,
A game and he travels on.
He is going once, he is going twice,
He is going and almost gone.
But the Master comes,
And the foolish crowd never can quite
understand,
The worth of a soul and the change that
is wrought
By the Touch of the Masters' Hand.

God's provision and blessings are
all around us and yet often it is
Christians that are the most
cynical and blind to what is
happening. The point of this study
is to challenge our unbelief and
blindness to the miraculous touch
of the master.
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WEEK 1: Water to Wine

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana
in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus
and his disciples had also been invited to the
wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’
mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”
4 “Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus
replied. “My hour has not yet come.”
5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever
he tells you.”
6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind
used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each
holding from twenty to thirty gallons.
7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with
water”; so they filled them to the brim.
8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and
take it to the master of the banquet.”
They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet
tasted the water that had been turned into wine.
He did not realize where it had come from,
though the servants who had drawn the water
knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside
10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice
wine first and then the cheaper wine after the
guests have had too much to drink; but you
have saved the best till now.”
11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was
the first of the signs through which he revealed
his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
(John 2:1-11)
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The scene is a village wedding feast.
In Palestine a wedding was a really
notable occasion. The wedding
festivities lasted far more than one
day.
For a Jewish feast wine was
essential. "Without wine," said the
Rabbis, "there is no joy." At any time
the failure of provisions would have
been a problem, for hospitality in the
East is a sacred duty; but for the
provisions to fail at a wedding would
be a terrible humiliation for the bride
and the bridegroom.
Sometimes one of the guests acted as a kind of master of ceremonies
at a Jewish wedding. But our equivalent of the Greek 'architriklinos' is
really the head-waiter/ Master of Ceremonies. He was responsible for
the seating of the guests and the correct running of the feast.
When he tasted the water which had become wine he was astonished.
He called the bridegroom--it was the bridegroom's parents who were
responsible for the feast--and spoke jestingly. "Most people," he said,
"serve the good wine first; and then, when the guests have drunk a
good deal, and their palates are dulled and they are not in much of a
condition to appreciate what they are drinking, they serve the inferior
wine, but you have kept the best until now."
This is what we learn and know from
the scriptures.
He saves the best for now. The past
is gone, forgiven. The future
stretches out before us. The 'now' is
that moment caught between the past
and the future and is to be grasped
and filled with joy. What we were we
are not, what we will be we are not,
what we are is a new creation being
changed from glory to glory.
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1. Water for washing
I sort of see my life before receiving Jesus as the
water for washing. I see those who haven't yet
discovered the path to Christ in the same way.
That isn't to say they are just dirty dish water, no,
this water had purpose, it was used to wash the feet
of guests before they entered the house. This is in a
time when hospitality was a sacred and accepted
duty.
Yet there was no real sparkle or taste to life. I didn't
realise the world was colourless until I tasted a life
with Jesus. I saw the whole world in a new and
colour filled way. My life changed from being drab to
being full of grace and love.

2. Obedience
“Do whatever he tells you.”
God may ask us to do something on trust,
something we cannot connect or understand,
but our trusting actions can be like the opening
of a door for the miracle to take place.
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Imagine being a waiter, one of the servants distributing the water in
posh goblets and people thinking it was wine! I would have wanted to
see what I was pouring, perhaps taken a crafty sip myself, realising a
miracle had happened and that my obedience had played a role in it.
The servants' obedience enable people to taste the finest wine.
Many of us have been there when our obedience has enabled others
to taste a miracle, a healing or a breakthrough.
How do we enjoy that feeling more? Well, they took instruction from
someone who knew the Master (Jesus) better than they did.
God often speaks to us with the voice of other people. We may
describe this as godly counsel, or it could be a gift of revelation.
3. Finest wine
The Rabbis said, "Without wine
there is no joy." It is a contradiction
of terms when we see a Christian
who is not joyful. Yes there are
times when we can be sad or hurt
or feel unloved.
It is at these times the responsible
mature Christian with joy draws
from the well of their salvation.
There is some wonderful advice in
Isaiah 12:2-4.

The touch of the Master has (past tense) transformed the
believer's life from washing water to the finest wine. This is
surely something to celebrate.
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WEEK 2: Above the Circumstances

command me to come to You
on the water.”
So He said, “Come.” And
when Peter had come down
out of the boat, he walked on
the water to go to Jesus. But
when he saw that the wind
was boisterous, he was afraid;
and beginning to sink he cried
out, saying, “Lord, save me!”
And immediately Jesus
stretched out His hand and
caught him, and said to him,
“O you of little faith, why did
you doubt?” And when they
got into the boat, the wind
ceased.
Then those who were in the
boat came and worshiped
Him, saying, “Truly You are
the Son of God.” (Matthew 14:
22-33)

Immediately Jesus made His
disciples get into the boat and
go before Him to the other
side, while He sent the
multitudes away. And when
He had sent the multitudes
away, He went up on the
mountain by Himself to pray.
Now when evening came, He
was alone there. But the boat
was now in the middle of the
sea, tossed by the waves, for
the wind was contrary. Now in
the fourth watch of the night
Jesus went to them, walking
on the sea. And when the
disciples saw Him walking on
the sea, they were troubled,
saying, “It is a ghost!” And
they cried out for fear.
But immediately Jesus spoke
to them, saying, “Be of good
cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.”
And Peter answered Him and
said, “Lord, if it is You,
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We all experience times of trouble and storms in
our life.
Now when evening came, He was alone there. But
the boat was now in the middle of the sea, tossed
by the waves, for the wind was contrary.
The significance of the passage is perfectly clear.
In the hour of the disciples' need Jesus came to
them. When the wind was contrary and life was a
struggle, Jesus was there to help. No sooner had
a need arisen, than Jesus was there to help and
to save. This is an illustration of life.

When the wind of life is contrary when we are up
against it and life is a desperate struggle with
ourselves, with our circumstances, with our
temptations, with our sorrows, with our decisions.
At such a time no man need struggle alone, for Jesus
comes to him across the storms of life, with hand
stretched out to save, and with his calm clear voice
bidding us take heart and have no fear.
Obedience
But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be of
good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.”
And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You,
command me to come to You on the water.” So He
said, “Come.”
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Peter stepped down and walked on the water
toward Jesus. His obedience allowed him to walk
above the circumstances, the storms in his life
stirred up by contrary winds.
Peter spoke directly to Jesus; it is interesting that
today we call talking to Jesus prayer. An important
part of the story is that Peter listened for Jesus'
answer.
When we are in the midst of a storm we should
learn from Peter and start talking to Jesus and
listen for his answer.

Stepping out
When Peter heard the answer 'Come' Peter got
down from the boat. STOP!!
Imagine for a moment a couple of things
First you are on the Norfolk Broads on a leisure
craft having a conversation with Jesus and he says
'Come' - what would you do? I guess it would
depend on what we were talking about and what
the question was that I had asked.
Secondly imagine you were in the boat with the
disciples, many of them seasoned fisherman, and
Peter says I'm just going to get out of the boat and
walk across the water to Jesus. What would you
do?
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My Notes

Overcoming
Peter walked on the water towards Jesus - he had overcome the
circumstances, he was above them, walking on them. Still today in
the Middle East to tread on something like a symbol of authority is to
show disregard and disdain for something.
We can only speculate how far Peter walked.

For more information speak to
Elaine

The storms in our life are sometimes storms of our own making
and sometimes storms sent by the enemy. When we walk above
the storm, keeping our eyes on Jesus, we are declaring the victory
of Jesus Christ.
Yet Peter was distracted by things around him and he started to
sink. He called out to Jesus who stretched out His hand and
caught him. They walked back to the boat together.
When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. We always seem to
forget that Peter walked back to the boat with Jesus on the water.
It was only after they were in the boat with the others that the wind
ceased. This boat of believers is a beautiful picture of the church in
a hostile world.
The wind ceased then those who were in the boat came and
worshiped Him, saying, “Truly You are the Son of God.”
The touch of the Master can transform your situation and enable
you to rise above life's storms.
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WEEK 3: Sheep without a
Shepherd
But the multitudes saw them
departing, and many knew Him and
ran there on foot from all the cities.
They arrived before them and came
together to Him. And Jesus, when
He came out, saw a great multitude
and was moved with compassion for
them, because they were like sheep
not having a shepherd. So He began
to teach them many things. When
the day was now far spent, His
disciples came to Him and said,
“This is a deserted place, and
already the hour is late. Send them
away, that they may go into the
surrounding country and villages
and buy themselves bread; for they
have nothing to eat.”
But He answered and said to them,
“You give them something to eat.”
And they said to Him, “Shall we go
and buy two hundred denarii worth
of bread and give them something to
eat?”
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But He said to them, “How
many loaves do you have? Go
and see.”
And when they found out they
said, “Five, and two fish.”
Then He commanded them to
make them all sit down in
groups on the green grass. So
they sat down in ranks, in
hundreds and in fifties. And
when He had taken the five
loaves and the two fish, He
looked up to heaven, blessed
and broke the loaves, and gave
them to His disciples to set
before them; and the two fish
He divided among them all. So
they all ate and were filled. And
they took up twelve baskets full
of fragments and of the fish.
Now those who had eaten the
loaves were about five
thousand men. (Mark 6: 33-44)
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Noah’s Ark Baby & Toddler Group
Thursday mornings during term time
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Watton Pentecostal Church
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AND EVENTS

Mondays weekly
3rd, 17th and 24th
February 9.30-10.30am
10th February 2-3pm

Three prayer requests for the Octonauts and all who would like to pray: 1. The Leadership Team.
2. Pulse and the young people.
3. Friendship Club.

TUESDAYS
7PM-8.30PM
IN THE
CHURCH

PULSE
YOUTH GROUP

7 -11

YR

SPEAK TO ALI OR JAMES
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This is a very well known story from the gospels. Many people have
tried to explain away the miracle, for instance; there was a
McDonald's round the corner or they all brought their own meal.
1. Lost
Compassion verse 34
And Jesus, when He
came out, saw a great
multitude and was
moved with
compassion for them,
because they were like
sheep not having a
shepherd.
He looked at them; they were so desperately in earnest; they wanted
so much what he alone could give them; to him they were like sheep
who had no shepherd. What did he mean?
(i) A sheep without the shepherd cannot find the way. Left to
ourselves we get lost in life. We can stand at some cross-roads and
not know what way to take. It is only when Jesus leads and we follow
that we can find the way.
(ii) A sheep without the shepherd cannot find its pasture and its food.
In this life we are bound to seek for sustenance. We need the
strength which can keep us going; we need the inspiration which can
lift us out of ourselves and above ourselves. When we seek it
elsewhere our minds are still unsatisfied, our hearts still restless, our
souls still unfed. We can gain strength for life only from him who is the
living bread.
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(iii) A sheep without the shepherd has no defence against the dangers
which threaten it. It can defend itself neither from the robbers nor the
wild beasts. If life has taught us one thing it must be that we cannot live
it alone. No man can defend himself from the temptations which assail
him and from the evil of the world which attacks him. Only in the
company of Jesus can we walk in the world and keep our garments
unspotted from it. Without him we are defenceless; with him we are
safe.
This is perhaps why he tended the sheep, fed the sheep, and protected
the sheep. In fact, he laid down his life for the sheep.
Someone said, "It may be possible to live without Jesus but who would
want to die without Jesus".

2. Found verses 35-37
The wonderful thing about this
story is that all through it runs
an implicit contrast between the
attitude of Jesus and the
attitude of the disciples.
(i) It shows us two reactions to
human need. When the
disciples saw how late it was,
and how tired and hungry the
crowd were, they said in effect,
"These people are tired and
hungry. Get rid of them and let
someone else worry about
them." They unwittingly
identified the point of need but
had the secular answer.
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Jesus said, "You give them something to eat." In
effect Jesus said, "These people are tired and
hungry. We must do something about it." There are
always the people who are quite aware that others
are in difficulty and trouble, but feel unable to help
and so make no effort to assist.
(ii) It shows us two reactions to human resources.
When the disciples were asked to give the people
something to eat, they insisted that ten pounds, or
what the King James Version calls two hundred
"pence" was not enough to buy bread for them.
The word the King James Version translates penny
is denarius. This was a Roman silver coin worth
about 3p. It was the standard day's wage of a
working man. In effect the disciples were saying,
"We could not earn enough in more than six
months' work to give this crowd a meal." They really
meant "Anything we have got is no use at all."
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My Notes

Jesus said, "What have you got?" They had five
loaves. These were not like English loaves: they
were more like rolls. John (John 6:9) tells us
they were barley loaves; and barley loaves were
the food of the poorest of the poor. Barley bread
was the cheapest and the coarsest of all bread.
They had two fishes, which would be about the
size of sardines. The little salt-fishes were eaten
as relish with the dry rolls.
It did not seem much. But Jesus took it and
worked wonders with it. In the hands of Jesus
little is always much, the masters touch.
We may think that we
have little of talent or
substance to give to
Jesus. That is no
reason for a hopeless
pessimism such as the
disciples had. The one
fatal thing to say is,
"For all I could do, it is
not worth my while
trying to do anything."
If we put ourselves into
the hands of Jesus
Christ, there is no
telling what he can do
with us and through us.
The real cost of the meal for many was
obedience. Doing what he tells you.
3. Fed
After the hunger of the crowd had been
satisfied, Jesus immediately sent his disciples
away before he dismissed the crowd. The
crowd left content, their thirst for knowledge
catered for, their stomachs full and their hearts
knowing that someone cared for them.
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My Notes

Maybe there are times when you feel hungry for
someone to care, to acknowledge your need of
love, affection and help. If that is you come to the
Shepherd, come to Jesus. He is the one who can
satisfy the soul.
Many people in this world are hungry; there is a
whole in their life and experience that nothing
seems to fit. As we are obedient to the Master
and introduce them to Jesus he can fill the hole
that only he can fill.
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My Notes

WEEK 4: Trust
The royal official said, “Sir, come
down before my child dies.”
“Go,” Jesus replied, “your son
will live.”

When he arrived in Galilee, the
Galileans welcomed him. They
had seen all that he had done
in Jerusalem at the Passover
Festival, for they also had
been there.
Once more he visited Cana in
Galilee, where he had turned
the water into wine. And there
was a certain royal official
whose son lay sick at
Capernaum. When this man
heard that Jesus had arrived in
Galilee from Judea, he went to
him and begged him to come
and heal his son, who was
close to death.
“Unless you people see signs
and wonders,” Jesus told him,
“you will never believe.”

The man took Jesus at his word
and departed. While he was still
on the way, his servants met him
with the news that his boy was
living. When he inquired as to
the time when his son got better,
they said to him, “Yesterday, at
one in the afternoon, the fever
left him.”
Then the father realized that this
was the exact time at which
Jesus had said to him, “Your son
will live.” So he and his whole
household believed. (John 4:
45-53)

Miracles often seem to break conventional and traditional ways of
doing things. Miracles often do not happen in the way we expect
or imagine. The process being new or different can stop people in
doing what Jesus tells them.
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1. Going to the Master

My Notes

A courtier who came to a carpenter: verse 47
There could be no more improbable scene in the
world than an important royal official hastening
twenty miles to beg a favour from a village
carpenter. First and foremost, this official
swallowed his pride. He was in need, and neither
convention nor custom stopped him bringing his
need to Christ. He had identified his need and
where it could be met.

His action would cause a sensation but he did not
care what people said so long as he obtained the
help he so much wanted. If we want the help which
Christ can give we must be humble enough to
swallow our pride and not care what any man may
say.
The royal official 'begged him to come and heal his
son, who was close to death'.
Jesus refused to go with him. This was a man used
to having people do what he said. Yet he was
willing to humble himself, beg, and then surrender
to Jesus.
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2. Receiving from the Master
“Go,” Jesus replied, “your son will live.”
The royal official was wise enough to do what Jesus told him to do.
Here was a official who
had faith. It must have
been hard for him to turn
away and go home with
Jesus' assurance that his
little lad would live. Yet he
had faith enough to turn
and walk back that twenty
mile road with nothing but
Jesus' assurance to
comfort his heart. He
received something by
faith from Jesus and
walked with what he had
received.
It is of the very essence of faith that we
should believe that what Jesus says is
true. So often we have a kind of vague,
wistful longing that the promises of Jesus
should be true. The only way really to
enter into them is to believe in them with
the clutching intensity of a drowning man.
If Jesus says a thing, it is not a case of "It
may be true"; it is a case of "It must be
true."
And it was true! On the way home, the
man’s servants came and met him. They
said, “Your son is well.” The man asked,
“What time did my son begin to get well?”
They answered, “It was about one
o’clock yesterday when the fever left
him.”
The father knew that one o’clock was the
same time that Jesus had said, “Your
son will live.”
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3. Rejoicing in the Master
Here was a man, a royal official, but just a man
who had surrendered to Jesus. He was not a man
who got out of Christ what he wanted and then
went away to forget. He and all his household
believed.
That would not be easy for him, for the idea of
Jesus as the Anointed One of God must have cut
across all his preconceived notions. Nor would it
be easy at the court of Herod to profess faith in
Jesus. He would have mockery and laughter to
endure; and no doubt there would be those who
thought that he had gone slightly mad.

The official was a man who faced and accepted
the facts. He had seen what Jesus could do; he
had experienced it; and there was nothing left for
it but to surrender himself to Jesus. He had
begun with a sense of desperate need; that need
had been supplied; and his sense of need had
turned into an overpowering, overwhelming love.
That must always be the story of the Christian
life.
This is the touch of the Master, his transforming,
releasing and restoring touch.
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My Notes

FEBRUARY SUNDAY SERVICES

TOUCHED BY THE MASTER

2nd February

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer meeting
‘Water to Wine’

9th February

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
‘Above the Circumstances’

14th February 9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
Family Service ‘Sheep Without a
Shepherd’

23rd February

Prayer Meeting
‘Trust’

9.30am
10.30am

FLOS, our children’s Group, meets
during the Sunday
Service.

For more information contact Rev Nick Nundy:
Tel: 01953 880922 email: nick.nundy@watton.org
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.

