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The Greatest Gift, Jesus!
Study by Elaine

INTRODUCTION
“For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6 (NIV)
Christmas is a wondrous time of year, full of promise. There is no
greater story of hope, joy and peace than the life of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

It is said that man can live 3 weeks without food; 3 days without water;
3 hours without shelter and 3 minutes without air but only 3 seconds
without hope. Praise God that we lack nothing, because God provides
us with all things. He gives us nourishment so we can grow in Him and
He quenches our thirst for more of Him. He gives us shelter from the
storms and hope for a future, a future with Him.
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“Thank God for his Son—his Gift too wonderful for words.” 2
Corinthians 9:15 (TLB)
What an amazing gift, God’s own Son. Hope, peace and love came to
live amongst us and God’s exciting plan to rescue and save each one
of us became reality. No greater gift was ever given, no greater hope
ever revealed.
This month let us celebrate God’s greatest gift, His gift of love, the gift
of His one and only Son. Let us discover and rediscover the sparkle,
the magic and the joy of Christmas, the real reason we celebrate and
rejoice for the season. And in doing so, let hope, peace and love be
born into our lives and the lives of those around us.
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Week One: The Beginning
“and she gave birth to her first child, a son.
She wrapped him in a blanket and laid him in
a manger, because there was no room for
them in the village inn.” Luke 2:7 (TLB)

God always had a plan to rescue us, to bring us
back into a place where we could have a
relationship with Him. His rescue plan was
prophesied long before it ever came into being
throughout the Old Testament. This week let us
discover that Jesus’ birth is the beginning of the
fulfilment of God’s promise to bring salvation and
hope to each one of us. For each of us, it all starts
with Jesus; we all need to come to His feet for He
is our new beginning.
No Greater Love
“For this is how much God loved the world—he
gave his one and only, unique Son as a gift.] So
now everyone who believes in him will never
perish but experience everlasting life.” John
3:16 (TPT)
God is love; He is our loving Heavenly Father. How
many times have we heard that? But do we really
grasp it? Do we really understand what that truly
means to us?
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It is enormous and I think it is something we continually need to
rediscover and uncover more of as we understand more about who
God is.
John 3:16 tells us that He
loved us so much that He
sent his one and only Son.
No greater sacrifice was
ever made for a world so in
need, no greater love ever
shown. Jesus gave up
everything; He stepped
down from glory and
entered a world of sinners,
to give up His life so that
we might live. What an
amazing act of love! No
greater love that sets us
free; no greater gift ever
given!
“Give thanks to the great God of the heavens!
His tender love for us continues on forever!” Psalm 136:26 (TPT)
Unlike Christmas celebrations that do not last forever and gifts given
can be put to one side and forgotten come New Year, God’s love is
forever, it does not fade or diminish with time. Psalm 136 tells us
repeatedly that His faithful love remains forever! His love is a gift
given and is not forgotten. God’s love for each one of us remains
forever!
This Christmas let us discover afresh just how much Jesus Christ our
Saviour loves us, each one of us. That He was willing to give up His
own life that we might live and know God personally. What an
amazing gift, to know you are loved, accepted and forgiven, and it all
begins with Jesus, whose birth we are looking forward to and
celebrating!
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Shining Star
“After this interview the wise men went their
way. And the star they had seen in the east
guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of
them and stopped over the place where the
child was. When they saw the star, they were
filled with joy! They entered the house and saw
the child with his mother, Mary, and they
bowed down and worshiped him. Then they
opened their treasure chests and gave him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”
Matthew 2:9-11 (NLT)

God did not keep it secret that His plan of salvation
had begun; instead He shone a big bright light on
to it. Not only did a bright star appear but angels lit
up the sky, announcing and celebrating the arrival
of Jesus Christ. It was the equivalent of hanging a
flashing neon sign advertising what had happened
or updating your Facebook status for everyone to
see. God was giving a very clear message,
announcing the birth of our Saviour, the arrival of
His Son on earth, because the Lord wanted people
to know and He still wants people to know today. If
you do not know Jesus as your Saviour, what an
amazing opportunity for you today to ask God to
shine a light onto Him for you to see! Unwrap the
greatest gift and ask Jesus into your life.
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It is very simple to ask Jesus into your life and there is no time like now!
If you would like to know Jesus then pray this simple prayer and then tell
a pastor you have done that.
Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, and I ask for Your
forgiveness. I believe You died for my sins and rose from the dead. I
turn from my sins and invite You to come into my heart and life. I want to
trust and follow You as my Lord and Saviour. Amen.

God does not stop guiding us. He brings us to the feet of Jesus
and then He continues to show us the way we need to go. Psalm
32:8 (NLT) says
“The LORD says, “I will guide you along the best pathway for
your life. I will advise you and watch over you.”
God is also always directing our path, shining a light to guide us
where He wants us to go, just as He was directing the wise men.
He shines a light so we can find Jesus and discover our salvation
and then He continues to guide our path. Let us be prepared to
open our eyes to find Jesus and if we feel we have lost sight of
Him, turn to God and call out to Him, for He is faithful and will
direct us to where we need to go.

Beginning and the End

Christmas is the start of an amazing journey, the
beginning of something more. It starts with Jesus
being born, in a stable as a baby, but this is just the
beginning of the greatest gift. Let us celebrate that
Jesus came to earth and was born as a baby but let
us also carry the story on and not leave Him as a
helpless baby in a manger, let us also celebrate
that He grew up. Jesus came with a purpose to
rescue and restore mankind, to rescue us from sin
and restore our relationship with God. Jesus said
that He came to serve and to give His life as a
ransom for many (Matthew 20:28). It is important
that we remember Christmas is the start not the
end, the start of the greatest gift ever given and we
should celebrate this.
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and
the Last, the Beginning and the End [the Eternal
One].” Revelation 22:13 (AMP)
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God is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, all things start
with Him and end with Him and I once read that if He is at the start and
also at the finish, then He must be everything in between as well. It is
very logical, but sometimes we forget that God is with us always. Not
just at the start of something or when we feel we have arrived at a
destination but He is with us as we travel along. He is with us on our
journey from the start and He will be there every step of the way.
Isaiah 41:10 (TLB) tells us
“Fear not, for I am with you.
Do not be dismayed. I am
your God. I will strengthen
you; I will help you; I will
uphold you with my
victorious right hand.” God
is there at the start and all
the way along our journey,
He never leaves us. Every
step we take He is there and
Jesus came so that we may
experience this close
relationship with God.”
Jesus is the greatest gift we could ever receive, for He brings us peace,
joy, hope, purpose, comfort and so much more! God has so much love for
each one of us and He demonstrated that when He sent Jesus to be born
a helpless baby and to ultimately lay down His life for each one of us. No
greater love than this!
Christmas is also an opportunity to start and continue on with Jesus by our
side. To look to God and let God shine a light onto our path, to guide us
and to know that this is only the beginning of something new. That when
we start on a journey with Jesus He will never leave us and we will have a
close relationship with our Heavenly Father.
How can we not get excited about all this? Let us get excited and share
that!!
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Week 2 – Celebrate Jesus

I love Christmas, the spending time together, the
planning of gifts to get, the wrapping, the giving of
gifts, the anticipation of joy and excitement as the
gifts are opened. It is an exciting time and some of
my fondest memories of my childhood are of
family celebrations at this time of year and the
Christmas traditions we made as a family that we
still keep today. Yet Christmas to us as Christians
is so much more than this. Yes it is about sharing
love and spending time with family and friends, but
it is also a time to celebrate Jesus. To focus on
who God is and remind ourselves of what He has
done for each one of us. It is also an opportunity to
share that joy and excitement with others around
us, to share the true meaning of Christmas, the
reason why we should be celebrating, Jesus, the
greatest gift.

This week let us discover and celebrate Jesus and
all that means for us as His children. Let us remind
ourselves of why we celebrate Jesus and all He is.
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My Notes

Time To Celebrate
“At once the angel was joined by a huge angelic choir singing
God’s praises:
Glory to God in the heavenly heights,
Peace to all men and women on earth who please him.” Luke
2:13-14 (MSG)

The birth of a new baby is a time of celebration, of joy and an exciting
time. I know that after the birth of my two boys it was a time of joy
and people wanted to share that time by sending gifts and cards, by
coming to meet and hold them. It is a very special time and Jesus’
birth was also a time of great joy and celebration. When my sons
were born I wanted to share the news with those close to me, I did
not want to keep the news to myself and likewise God did not hide
His joy or excitement of Jesus’ arrival. Jesus the Messiah, the
Saviour had come and God declared that. The angels appeared
worshipping God, announcing His birth. I think we tend to lose the
magnificence of this, that the Heavenly Host appeared in all their
glory praising God. This must not only have been a wonderful sight,
but also a beautiful sound to hear! The angels celebrated the arrival
of Jesus and all that meant!
Just like people came with gifts for my sons, wise men came from
afar bearing gifts. These were not just any gifts, these were precious,
expensive gifts; gifts fit for a king. Shepherds too came to kneel
before a new baby and to share in the excitement, to sneak a peek at
the new baby.
11

Now is the time to celebrate, to rejoice in what
God has done for us, for you. The greatest gift
ever given and this was given for you!
Rediscover the
Sparkle
Some people do not
look forward to
Christmas for one
reason or another and
the Christmas tree
would go up Christmas
Eve and come down
Boxing Day, Christmas
done and dusted in a
couple of days. It is so
easy to lose the joy
and excitement of
Christmas because life
can take over and we lose sight of what we
should be celebrating or why we should be
excited and rejoice. Jesus is the reason for the
season, as corny as it sounds it is true. Jesus is
the reason we should be excited and celebrate.
He is the greatest gift!
A friend has a plaque which says “She who
leaves glitter where she goes will not be
forgotten!” Imagine if at this time of year we all
left a little glitter and sparkle wherever we went. If
we got excited about Jesus and what that meant,
if we took Jesus’ joy and peace with us and left a
little behind as we left, it would not be easily
forgotten!
This Christmas, as we put our sparkly lights up,
wrap the presents with bright paper and put tinsel
around our trees, let us allow God to rekindle the
sparkle in each one of our hearts.
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Let us pray Psalm 51:12 (TLB) “Restore to me again the joy of your
salvation, and make me willing to obey you”, so we have that sparkle
in us and that others can see it, so that we are not easily forgotten
because people see Jesus through us. Let us ask God to refill us with
His Holy Spirit and as the song goes:

“Relight my fire, your love is my only desire
Relight my fire, 'cause I need your love”

Let God relight the fire and passion in your heart, to stir a passion in you.
God’s love should be our desire and when we seek it, He will fill us with
it and in turn this will stir a passion within us, so we can share Jesus as
the greatest gift.
Smile!
When we have passion and are excited, we can celebrate who Jesus is
and what He has done for each one of us. If we celebrate and focus on
Jesus then imagine how much God can use that and make a difference
in the lives of other people!
Have you ever tried not to join in when
someone else is giggling uncontrollably? It is
really hard not to let the infectious laughter get
to you and to maintain a straight face. Honestly
sometimes it is impossible not to join in and end
up with tears rolling down your face. It can only
take one person to start a chain reaction and
set in motion that snowball effect of laughter
spreading around a room. I know that when one
of my boys is laughing uncontrollably and the
other one then joins in, it is one of the greatest
sounds in the world, the sound of joy and it has
an amazing impact to lighten the atmosphere
and put a smile on my face.
Psalm 98:1 (NIV) tells us to “Sing to the Lord a new song, for he
has done marvellous things; his right hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him.”
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David knew just what a powerful thing a song is and
to sing to the Lord was uplifting and joyous. He tells
us to sing to God, so let us be joyful and celebrate all
that Jesus brings us and celebrate that He came to
rescue us. And when we celebrate, when we smile
because of all that God has done for us others will
see that smile, that joy and we can allow God to use
it to make a difference in someone else’s life, to
enable them to also join in and sing to God. We too
will also leave sparkle and glitter wherever we go!

This week let us choose to worship Jesus, because
it is a choice we need to make, just like we need to
choose to get up every morning, we need to daily
choose to celebrate Jesus and all He has done for
us.
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Let us praise Him in the small things as
well as the big things and when we choose
to worship and praise Him, watch how God
uses that to change your focus and your
outlook. Even more than this, let us share
that joy with others and allow God to pour
out His joy through us.
“Come, now is the time to worship
Come, now is the time to give your heart
Come, just as you are to worship
Come, just as you are before your God
Come”
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Week 3 – No Exceptions
“For this is how much God loved the world—
he gave his one and only, unique Son as a
gift. So now everyone who believes in him
will never perish but experience everlasting
life.” John 3:16 (TPT)

This is probably one of the most quoted and
best known Bible verses, but do we miss the
enormity of what is revealed here, because
we are so familiar with it? Similarly, we are so
familiar with the Christmas story we can lose
the power of what we are being told or what
occurred.
God sent His only Son and Jesus chose to
come, to be born as a helpless human baby.
He chose to lay down His Heavenly crown
and to ultimately lay down His life for each
one of us, because just as John 3:16 tells us
He loves us that much! Wow! Such a unique
gift of love for us!
This week let us discover that there are no
exceptions to God’s love and that when we
truly understand and accept that God loves
us what freedom and joy that brings us. What
a great gift!
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My Notes

For All

My Notes

“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem,
saying, “Where is he who has been born king
of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose
and have come to worship him.”” Matthew 2:12 (ESV).
God used the star to
announce Jesus’ arrival to
the educated, the wise men
or kings as some
translations refer to them,
who had riches and were
educated. They arguably
recognised the sign from
an intellectual point of view,
and God used what they
recognised to call them to
the feet of Jesus.
“And in the same region
there were shepherds out
in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by
night.” Luke 2:8 (ESV).
God also announced Jesus’ arrival to working
people, the shepherds who were tending their
flocks in the night. He used a more direct way of
calling them to Jesus’ feet, the angels. They were
not rich or famous and probably were not seen as
important, but just regular ordinary people, yet God
called them too and told them about the new
arrival.
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November MEETINGS

Noah’s Ark Baby & Toddler Group
Thursday mornings during term time
9.30am - 11.15am : Cost £1 per family

Friendship
Club
Thursday
5th December at
8pm

Everyone Welcome

When : Fridays 10-12pm
Where : Watton
Pentecostal Church

Monday 10.15am 9th December
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
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AND EVENTS

Mondays weekly
2nd, 16th, 23rd, 30th
December 9.30-10.30am
9th December 2-3pm

Three prayer requests for the Octonauts and all who would like to pray: 1. Pray That we will all understand more fully the true meaning of
Christmas
2. Pray for our Worship group, musicians, singers, PA and words team
members as they lead us in Worshipping God.
3. Pray for all of the Christmas meetings and events happening in
Watton Pentecostal Church this December

TUESDAYS
7PM-8.30PM
IN THE
CHURCH

PULSE
YOUTH GROUP

7 -11

YR

SPEAK TO ALI OR JAMES
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Paul preached the gospel of Jesus Christ to all who would listen, to
both the Jews and Gentiles, to both men and women, rich and poor.
There was no discrimination about who should hear the good news
because this message of peace, love, hope and salvation is for all! Just
like God called everyone to come and worship Jesus at His birth, the
message of the gospel is also for everyone who will listen and respond
today.
Let us hear what God is saying to us and respond to His voice, no
matter who we are. Let us choose to come to the feet of Jesus and be
excited because this gift is for all, no one is left out.

Together
As we have seen, people from all walks of life came to the feet of
Jesus on that first Christmas and no one was excluded by God. He
brought people from differing backgrounds together and that still
applies today. Just look around at the variety of people who make
up the church today. We are all different but God loves each one of
us the same, and we should unite as the Body of Christ and
celebrate, for each one of us has a place in His Body and belong
together.
“For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6 (ESV)
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Peace is one thing we associate with this time of
year. Jesus is the Prince of Peace and He gives us
a peace we do not understand. When we have unity
and accept one another, as God accepts us all we
will find peace. Ephesians 4:3 (TLB) tells us that we
should “Try always to be led along together by
the Holy Spirit and so be at peace with one
another.” Therefore we should allow the Holy Spirit
to guide us; this does not mean that we will always
agree with one another, but we should be
understanding and forgiving.
No matter how old or
young you are or
where you come from
God has called each
of us to stand
together as part of
His body; we belong
together, even when
we do not always see
eye to eye. You have a
place, God accepts you; Christmas and the
message behind it, is for you! However old we get
we can still get excited about the greatest gift
given and come together to celebrate.
Freedom
“For I know the plans I
have for you,’ declares
the Lord, ‘plans to
prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)
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My Notes

When we accept that Jesus came for us, each one of us individually,
no matter who we are and we move together in peace as part of His
Body, an amazing thing happens. Barriers come down, barriers in us
and around us. Jesus sets us free and releases us into a glorious
future, one that is filled with love, peace, hope and purpose. I do not
know about you but that sounds like an amazing gift, one that brings
freedom; we no longer have to worry about our future, because it is
secure. Freedom to follow the plans and purposes God has set out
for us.
God wants us to
experience freedom
together and He brings us
together, to stand united,
to experience just that,
freedom. Freedom to
move as a body, to
worship together and to
draw close to Him
together.

We should not underestimate the power of standing together, because
when we come together in worship, in prayer or as a body Jesus
promised that “For where two or three gather together because they
are mine, I will be right there among them.” Matthew 18:20 (TLB).
What an amazing and exciting gift, that Jesus is with us when we gather
together. Just imagine what God will do and can do when we come
together!
So let us do just that this Christmas
and beyond into 2020. Let us know
that God loves and accepts us all,
and that we should in turn be willing
to do the same. Christmas is for
everyone, Jesus is for everyone,
there are no exceptions.
Let us stand together, as one body
and know God will be in our midst
and move into the freedom He has
for each one of us!
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Week Four: The Promise
Fulfilled

“Rejoice greatly, O my people! Shout with joy!
For look—your King is coming! He is the
Righteous One, the Victor! Yet he is lowly,
riding on a donkey’s colt!” Zechariah9:9 (TLB)
The Lord, our God, is always faithful and fulfils
every promise He makes and we may have to wait
a long time, or what seems like a long time for
some promises to be fulfilled, but what God
promises He always, always delivers. The coming
of the Son of Man, our Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ is no exception. It was a promise that God
fulfilled and this week we will celebrate Christmas
Day, an opportunity to remember and say thank
you for the promise fulfilled for each of us. It is an
opportunity to get excited about Jesus and to
celebrate that He came into this world for us.
This week, as we gather together for Christmas
celebrations let us uncover more about this fulfilled
promise and what we can learn from it.
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My Notes

Promise Given
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a
sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”
Isaiah 7:14 (ESV)
The coming Messiah was prophesied long before
His birth in Bethlehem. It should have come as no
surprise as God’s plan was revealed through His
prophets in the Old Testament. God always knew
what would happen to mankind, yet this did not
stop Him creating us and loving us. God always
had a rescue plan, one He had planned out from
the beginning. He made a promise of salvation, of
forgiveness, a promise of love and hope. God
gave these promises through His prophets, like
Isaiah. These prophets were His mouth pieces on
earth, giving God’s promises to His people. They
prophesied long before Jesus arrived of His
coming and the circumstances, they also shared
other promises God made to His people.
Promises of peace, hope, guidance, strength,
courage and so many more that there is not
enough room here to list them all!
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My Notes

These promises God gave His people are for us today, because we
are God’s people as well. What God promised, is for you, the
promises of peace, hope, guidance, strength, courage and so many
more were for God’s people in the Bible but they are equally for us,
they are relevant for each one of us.
Promises Kept
“So in this way the Lord
gave to Israel all the land
he had promised to their
ancestors, and they went
in and conquered it and
lived there. And the Lord
gave them peace, just as
he had promised, and no
one could stand against
them; the Lord helped
them destroy all their
enemies. Every good thing
the Lord had promised
them came true.” Joshua
21:43-45

God always keeps His promises and that is exciting. God never lets
us down; He always does what He says He will do. There are no
exceptions, if God promises to do something, unlike us who make
promises and fail to keep them, He will fulfil all promises He has
made.
The coming Messiah was promised hundreds of years before His
arrival, God’s people had to wait for the promise to be fulfilled, but
God did what He said He would do, He sent the Saviour. We also
may have to wait for a promise the Lord has made to us to be fulfilled,
although that may not be hundreds of years! God’s timing is always
perfect and we have to learn to be patient and wait on the Lord to do
what He says He will do in His time. We need to put our faith and trust
in Him and be filled with peace and reassurance that He will fulfil any
and all promises made to us.

We celebrate Jesus’ birth this week, a long ago
promise God made and kept, let us not lose sight
of the promise of hope – kept; the promise of love
– kept; the promise of salvation – kept; and the
promise of forgiveness – kept! God always
delivers, that is a guarantee!

Faith
“Timothy and Silvanus and I have been telling
you about Jesus Christ the Son of God. He isn’t
one to say yes when he means no. He always
does exactly what he says. He carries out and
fulfills all of God’s promises, no matter how
many of them there are; and we have told
everyone how faithful he is, giving glory to his
name.” 2 Corinthians 1:19-20 (TLB)
God was faithful and delivered the enormous
promise of bringing salvation to a lost world
through His only Son, then surely we should take
Him at His word when He makes a promise to us.
He gave the greatest gift in Jesus and fulfilled this
huge promise, so when He promises us other gifts
we should know that He will deliver them. We need
to take a step of faith and put our trust in Him, even
when that is hard, because when God promises to
never leave us (Deuteronomy 31:6), He means just
that! When God promises that we have a future
(Jeremiah 29:11), we have exactly that. When God
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promises us that He is fighting for us (Exodus 14:14), then He is fighting
for us and when God promises us strength (Isaiah 41:10), then we will
receive that strength. I hope you get the idea now, that whatever God
has promised He will never let you down. We need to put our faith in
Him; to put our trust in our loving Heavenly Father and be assured that
our faith is not in vain. God will do what He says He will do and He
promises us His children good gifts, but until God opens the door for us
to walk through and fulfils that which He has promised, let us praise Him
in the hallway! This Christmas I truly believe that God has a gift for each
one of us, one that is individual and unique for you. Let us put our hope
and trust in Him and be faithful and trust in our loving heavenly Father.
Accept what He is giving you this Christmas and unwrap it and hold it
close. Be blessed this Christmas.

Let us put our trust in God as we wait on His perfect timing and use
that time as we wait to learn more about God and draw nearer to
Him, to dance and praise Him in the hallway. God always keeps
His promises, and as they say you can take that to the bank! Let us
praise the Lord and be excited about promises kept and promises
yet to be fulfilled, not losing sight of our Lord Jesus Christ as we
wait.
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Week Five: Eternal and
Everlasting

“Now, if anyone is enfolded into Christ, he has
become an entirely new creation. All that is
related to the old order has vanished. Behold,
everything is fresh and new.” 2 Corinthians 5:17
(TPT)
Happy New Year! Just as we celebrated the
coming of Jesus Christ, this week we celebrate the
coming of 2020, a new year and a fresh start. Let
us be determined to take forward the excitement
and passion over the coming of Jesus into the New
Year, because the promises God gives us are
forever and we are all His new creations.
This week let us take the hope we received and let
that hope grow in us and through us. Let the joy of
Christmas be for all the year, because Jesus is not
just for Christmas! Let us explore what it means for
us for 2020!
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Not Just For Christmas
As the old year fades away and we
pack away the Christmas decorations,
eat up all the leftover food and look
forward to the New Year, let us not
pack away Jesus or the hope, joy,
peace and excitement we have
received, but keep it out of the box and
enjoy it all year round.
“All my days, I've been held in Your
hands
From the moment that I wake up
Until I lay my head
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of
God
And all my life You have been
faithful
And all my life You have been so, so
good
With every breath that I am able
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of
God” The Goodness of God
Ben Fielding / Brian Johnson / Ed
As we sing God is with us every day of our lives and we need to grasp
that truth and remember His mercies and blessings are for every day.
From the moment we wake up until we go to sleep and even while we
sleep, God is with us, His promises are for us. The excitement and
hope we experienced over Jesus coming at Christmas is something
God wants us to have all year round. We need to choose to celebrate
Jesus every day, we need to choose to hold onto the promises God
gives us every day. Let us be determined this new year to hold onto
God every day and the promises He has given us. Imagine how
amazing our year would be if we remembered that God is always for us
and never against us!
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The Future

My Notes

Our future is secure, today, tomorrow and forever
because God has promised us “Your future is
bright and filled with a living hope that will
never fade away.” Proverbs 23:18 (TPT).
Christmas may be gone for another year, the
decorations put back up in the loft, but God has
not gone anywhere, He is still the same and He
has promised us hope and a future.

In the Message Deuteronomy 31:6 says this “Be
strong. Take courage. Don’t be intimidated.
Don’t give them a second thought because
God, your God, is striding ahead of you. He’s
right there with you. He won’t let you down;
he won’t leave you.” Take strength from
knowing God goes before you into 2020, He is
preparing a way and we need to take those steps
of faith and follow Him into the glorious future He
has for us.
This coming year let us rise up and hold onto the
hope that God gives us, knowing that whatever
we face, we face it with our Mighty Heavenly
Father; that we have a Saviour Christ Jesus who
will always be fighting for us. This gives us such
peace and strength, knowing that the creator of
all things is fighting for you and me!
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20-20 Vision
This month we started with Jesus and so let us also finish with Jesus.
Let us be determined to put our trust in Him; to put our hand in the
hand of the man from Galilee and follow the Lord Jesus Christ where
He is calling us this year.
“I am doing something brand new, something unheard of.
Even now it sprouts and grows and matures.
Don’t you perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and open up flowing streams in the desert.” Isaiah 43:19 (TPT)
I believe God wants to do a new thing in
each one of our lives this coming year
and that promise is exciting and hope
filled! We need to keep Jesus in our
vision and see Him clearly by focusing
on Him. Not so long ago I could not see
clearly to read even with my glasses on,
so I went to the opticians to have my
eyes tested and discovered I needed
reading glasses to see the print on a
page properly. Therefore when we
cannot see clearly where we are going
and things feel lost, we need to go to
the expert to help, we need to go to
Jesus and readjust our vision onto Him.
Philippians 4:6-7 (TPT) tells us “Don’t be pulled in different
directions or worried about a thing. Be saturated in prayer
throughout each day, offering your faith-filled requests before
God with overflowing gratitude. Tell him every detail of your life,
then God’s wonderful peace that transcends human
understanding, will make the answers known to you through
Jesus Christ.” Let us focus on Jesus through prayer and be thankful
for all He has done and our vision will be clear, we will have peace
and with that we will see Jesus in our lives.
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Let us be excited about the coming year,
another year spent in the presence of God. Let
us rise up as a church and grow, so that we
can fulfil the plans God has for us as
individuals and as a church. Let us allow God
to use us to pour out His blessings, love and
hope onto those around us and let us be
determined to sing His praises ever louder!
“The Lord is my strength and my song,
And He has become my salvation;
This is my God, and I will praise Him;
My father’s God, and I will exalt Him.”
Exodus 15:2 (AMP)
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My Notes

God is and always has been our salvation and we should praise His
name every day! Let this coming year be a year filled with praise and
let us see the breakthrough in our lives!
I raise a hallelujah, in the presence of my enemies
I raise a hallelujah, louder than the unbelief
I raise a hallelujah, my weapon is a melody
I raise a hallelujah, heaven comes to fight for me
I'm gonna sing, in the middle of the storm
Louder and louder, you're gonna hear my praises roar
Up from the ashes, hope will arise
Death is defeated, the King is alive!
I raise a hallelujah, with everything inside of me
I raise a hallelujah, I will watch the darkness flee
I raise a hallelujah, in the middle of the mystery
I raise a hallelujah, fear you lost your hold on me!
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DECEMBER SUNDAY SERVICES

The Greatest Gift
1st December 9.30am
10.30am
8th December 9.30am
10.30am
th
15 December 9.30am
10.30am
22nd December 9.30am
10.30am
6.00pm
25th December 11.00am
29th December 9.30am
10.30am

Prayer meeting
‘The Beginning’
Prayer Meeting
‘Celebrate Jesus’
Prayer Meeting
Family Carol Service
‘No Exceptions’
Prayer Meeting
‘Promise Fulfilled’
Christmas Carol Service
Christmas Day Service
Prayer Meeting
‘Eternal and Everlasting’

FLOS, our children’s Group, meets
during the Sunday
Service.

For more information contact Rev Nick Nundy:
Tel: 01953 880922 email: nick.nundy@watton.org
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
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