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GOD’S WISDOM
Study by Jon

This month the subject of our study is God’s Wisdom. And if we are going to know something of the wisdom of God, we can begin by considering God himself, as best we can.
John 17: 3 says “And this is eternal life,
that they may know You, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ whom You have
sent”. I’ve emphasized part of the verse
but all of it is equally important and relevant to us. Jesus is offering a quality of
life to each of us, which comes by
knowing God, the only true God. For
me, Jesus statement raises the question
“who wouldn’t want this”?

Daniel 11:32: “Those who do wickedly against the covenant he shall corrupt with flattery; but the people who know their God shall be strong,
and carry out great exploits”. That sounds exciting!
Theology is defined as a study of the nature of God, so do we all need to
become theologians?
Well, let’s not be put off by definitions; we can begin to know
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·

His ACTIONS (what God has done, is doing and will do).

·

His ATTRIBUTES: (who God is).

·

His ATTITUDE: (how God relates).

As we travel through March, we will begin to un-pack these ideas and I
hope appropriate something more of God and specially His wisdom.
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Week 1 – Words of Wisdom
Let’s begin by looking at wisdom in the bible. The
Hebrew word (Old Testament) for wisdom is
chokmar. It is listed as a noun, feminine, in
Strong’s concordance, ref. 02451, meaning:
·
·
·
·

skill (in war)
wisdom (in administration)
shrewdness, wisdom
wisdom, prudence (in religious affairs)

In the Old Testament (N.K.J.) chokmar is translated as wisdom 145 times.

In the New Testament the Greek word translated
as wisdom is sophia. It is ref. 4678 in Strong’s concordance, and used 51 times in the New Testament. The word has a breadth of meaning,
including:
·
·
·

Broad and full of intelligence; used of the
knowledge of very diverse matters
The wisdom which belongs to men
Specially the varied knowledge of things human
and divine, acquired by acuteness and experience, and summed up in maxims and proverbs
4

My Notes

·
·
·
·

The act of interpreting dreams and always giving the sagest advice
Skill in the management of affairs
Supreme intelligence, such as belongs to God
The wisdom of God as evinced in forming and executing counsels in the
formation and government of the world and the scriptures.

So, where do we find wisdom? In fact, is wisdom something we can find?
·

The wisdom of experience.

As we journey along life’s highway,
we are presented with opportunities to learn. However, if you are
like me you will repeat mistakes,
finding it is difficult to learn lessons
from experience. Making the same
mistake twice would be an achievement, sometimes it’s 3 or 4 times!
Well, we aren’t perfect, are we.
·

The wisdom of common sense.

This one is a bit more difficult. The trouble with common sense is
that it is . . . common!
·

The wisdom of education.

How wonderful to have had a good education. How great to have a
certificate. A qualification. And, of course knowledge is a wonderful
thing; but is it wisdom?
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·

My Notes

Wise choices

We may not realise it, but much of our lives are
spent in a search – for wisdom. The first mention
of the word wisdom in the bible is right at the
beginning in Genesis 3:6 where we read: So,
when the woman saw that the tree was good for
food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and
ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he
ate. Then the eyes of both of them were opened.
What lesson can we learn from this? Psalm 18:30
says: As for God, his way is perfect: The Lord’s word
is flawless; he shields all who take refuge in him.
I’ve learnt that there is always a hard way and an
easy way to do things, maybe a legitimate way and
an illegitimate way. Eve could have heeded God’s instruction not to do something; instead she listened to
her own desires and did something which resulted in
disaster. It’s difficult to say no!
If we are to seek wisdom, there is a place where we
can find it; obedience to God is always the best
course of action.
·

Will there be something in our lives during
this week that we need to say no to? Saying
no is often the wise choice.
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Week 2 - The Wisdom of
Solomon
Solomon, whose name means peace, was the son of
David and Bathsheba. The very first thing that we
read about Solomon is that “The Lord (God) loved
him”. What a great place to begin life, being loved
by God!
We aren’t told much of Solomon’s upbringing
(much like Jesus), and the next thing we learn about
him is that he is being anointed to succeed David as
King! Interestingly, one of the first things we read
about Jesus, is the visit of the wise men; and one of
their gifts was to anoint him.
Then in 1 Kings 3
we read the story
of Solomon’s
request for
wisdom. King
Solomon makes a
treaty with
Pharoah King of
Egypt, and
marries his daughter. He brings her to the City of
David, whilst he is building his own house, and the
house of the Lord, and the wall all around
Jerusalem.
Then one night God appears to Solomon in a
dream, and says to Solomon “Ask! What shall I
give you?”
Solomon replies: “Therefore give to Your servant
an understanding heart to judge Your people, that
I may discern between good and evil. For who is
able to judge this great people of Yours?”
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My Notes

Remembering our description of wisdom in week 1,
as wisdom (in administration), shrewdness, wisdom,
we can see why Solomon replied in this way.
Solomon was in a position where he lacked the skillset to rule the people. So, he asked God for the thing
he lacked to function as King. And it “pleased the
Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing”. ¹¹ Then
God said to him: “Because you have asked this thing,
and have not asked long life for yourself, nor have
asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the life of
your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern justice, ¹² behold, I have done
according to your words; see, I have given you a
wise and understanding heart, so that there has not
been anyone like you before you, nor shall any like
you arise after you. ¹³ And I have also given you what
you have not asked: both riches and honour, so that
there shall not be anyone like you among the kings
all your days. ¹⁴ So if you walk in My ways, to keep
My statutes and My commandments, as your father
David walked, then I will lengthen your days.”
I
n the New Testament in James 1:5 it says: “If any of
you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to
all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.”
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My Notes

Wisdom isn’t just for those in positions of leadership! We ALL need wisdom! James said “If any of you lack wisdom”. .
.
So, one of the greatest needs for today’s world is for people with Godly
wisdom, and all we have to do is ask. It is so easy to ask God to meet specific needs, and we should do that, but why not ask God for something
which will help us to grow personally and change us from the inside out?
·

During this week, if you face a difficulty, why not pray and ask God
for wisdom?
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Noah’s Ark Baby & Toddler Group
Thursday mornings during term time
9.30am - 11.15am : Cost £1 per family

Camera Club

Friendship
Club

Camera
Club

Everyone Welcome

When : Fridays 10-12pm
Where : Watton
Pentecostal Church

Watton
Pentecostal
Church on
Thursday
7th March at
8pm

Monday 10.15am 11th March
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
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1. Pray for Youth Alpha which starts Monday 18 March 2019
2. Pray we will hear God speaking to us individually and collectively.
3. Pray for the parents and toddlers and helpers at Noah’s Ark
every Thursday morning

Youth Alpha
Starts Monday 18 March
th

7.00pm - 8.30pm
For more information please
speak to Ali or James
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Week 3 - Jesus The Wise Man
In Matthew chapter 1 we find the section of scripture called the Genealogy of Jesus The Messiah,
which is really Jesus’ family tree. It traces Jesus’
ancestry right back to Abraham in the book of Genesis. For most of us it’s a part of the bible we will
have glossed over, or read quickly if we are reading
through the bible!
But in Matthew 1:6 we read: “David was the father
of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife,
Solomon the father of Rehoboam . . . ¹⁵ Eliud was
the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob. Jacob was
the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by
whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah
(Christ).

So, we find that Solomon was one of Jesus’ antecedents! And what is really interesting is that Jesus
mentioned Solomon in one of his sermons, saying
“something greater than Solomon is here”.
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My Notes

·

Jesus’ stories

Everyone loves a story! And Jesus stories are some of
the best ever written. They have stood the test of
time. They contain a depth of wisdom.
Matthew 7:24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings
of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man
who built his house on the rock”.
We all know that this story is about getting the foundation (of our lives) right. But there is more to the story. It is also about listening and acting. Listening to
Jesus’ words, trusting them and acting upon them.
Faith and works combined; personal obedience to His
words. The opposite foolishly leads to disaster

So, during this week, let’s be open to His word,
His instruction for our daily life, and His help
should
things become difficult. If we are reading the bible daily, let’s ask Him to speak to us through His word.
·

That’s wisdom.
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My Notes

WEEK 4- God’s Wisdom
Oh, the depth of the riches both of
the wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are His judgments and His ways
past finding out! Romans 11:33
God has a plan!
It all went wrong in a garden, when Eve said, in effect,
not your will but mine.
It all went right in a garden when Jesus said, “not my
will but yours be done”.
Jesus put God’s plan into action!
Oh the love that drew Salvation’s plan,
Oh, the grace that brought it down to man,
Oh, the mighty gulf that God did span
At Calvary!
In this old song we see: God’s attributes (his love)
God’s attitude (his grace)
God’s action (the cross)
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My Notes

It is difficult for us to know the significance of Gethsemane and Golgotha. And it is
also difficult to appreciate the cost of what Jesus accomplished there. These events
have not just universal but personal and eternal consequences.
We know that (Romans 5) “just as through one man sin entered the world, and
death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned. . .
¹⁸ Therefore, as through [�]one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in
condemnation, even so through one[�] Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all
men, resulting in justification of life. ¹⁹ For as by one man’s disobedience many were
made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.

We don’t often consider Jesus Gethsemane experience. But it is a vital part of the
christian’s salvation. In the garden of Gethsemane Jesus took the iron hard, retractable will of human kind, and through his obedience conformed it to God’s
perfect will. It was a struggle. Three times Jesus prayed “nevertheless, not as I
will, but as You will.” He “sweat great drops of blood”.
Jesus made right in the garden of Gethsemane what our forbears did wrong in the
garden of Eden!
Then he took that victory all the way to the cross. Peter says that Jesus bore our
sins in his own body on (or to) the tree. And Calvary makes salvation, life, freedom, available to all. Because he overcame, we can be overcomers.
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The wisdom of the cross
We see God’s wisdom best in the death and resurrection of
Jesus! This is God’s plan. Jesus put God’s plan into action!
Jesus made right through his obedience what our antecedents lost through their disobedience. Jesus has done all the
hard work! Jesus overcame. Jesus won the victory. Hallelujah!

So, the cross is a place where we can find our eternal
salvation. The one thing which created a barrier between
us and a Holy God was dealt with, by Jesus, at the cross.
Our salvation restores what was lost in Eden, that
communion, that relationship with our Heavenly Father.
And the cross is a place for our sanctification! We can come
back, again and again, to the cross to receive healing and deliverance. This is God’s way! This is wisdom!
·

So, this week we can draw near to the cross. We can
do this in the bread and wine of communion, or
through a simple prayer. This may be a new concept
for some of us, but Jesus cross, His sacrifice, is still
powerful, still effective today! As the songwriter said
“the cross still stands”. Let’s just do it! Because Jesus
did it!
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My Notes

Week 5 - Wise Choices

Life is all about choices. Wise choices. Or foolish choices.
Good choices. Or bad choices.
We’ve looked at two “types”, two examples who we can
choose to follow. Which is the wise choice?
Adam and Eve made a disastrous choice by disobeying God,
and humanity has felt the effects ever since. We are all their
descendants. Failure is in our genes. I was a born failure!
Jesus was also tempted, and after spending forty days fasting. He too was spoken to by Satan and tempted in a very
similar way; but Jesus knew God’s word and he quoted it. Jesus resisted the enemy.
Jesus life was marked by total obedience to His Father God.
His ministry began with obedience and continued with obedience. Even in His darkest hour at Gethsemane, He said “Your
will be done”.
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My Notes

Proverbs 3:7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord and depart from
evil.
Matthew 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.”
The Best Choice
When we choose to follow Jesus, we become “children of God”. We are delivered
(transferred) from the power of darkness into the kingdom of the Son of God’s
love (Colossians 1:13). Born failures become born again winners!
·

Aristotle said: “Knowing yourself is the beginning of wisdom”.

·

The Bible says: “Knowing God is life eternal”.

1 Timothy 1:17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone
is wise, be honour and glory forever and ever. Amen.

Psalm 18:30 As for God, His way is perfect; The word of the Lord is proven; He is
a shield to all who trust in Him.

The wisest choice we can ever make is to follow Jesus, through
whom we know God. Have you
made that choice? It’s a journey which begins with surrender. His cross becomes our cross. His life becomes our life. His joy becomes our joy. His success becomes our success. Choose wisely.
·

MARCH SUNDAY SERVICES
UNDERSTANDING THE
BIBLE
3rd March 9.30am
10.30am

Prayer meeting
‘Words of Wisdom’

10th March 9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
‘The Wisdom of Solomon’

17th March 9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
‘Jesus The Wise Man’
Family Service

24th March 9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
‘God’s Wisdom’

31st March 9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
‘Wise Choices’

FLOS, our children’s
group, meets during
the service

For more information contact Rev Nick Nundy:
Tel: 01953 880922 email: nick.nundy@watton.org
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
A member of Evangelical Alliance
24

