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Understanding the Bible
Study by Roger

INTRODUCTION
The bible is really a library of 66 separate books. It is called the Holy Bible
because the word bible comes from the Greek word 'ta biblia' which means
'the books' and Holy means separate or different, hence, the Bible is a set of
books that is different from all other books. In fact, the Bible is the best-selling
book of all time, with an estimated 5 billion copies sold and distributed. There
are over 100m copies of the Bible sold or given away every year.
The Bible proves God is intimately
involved in, familiar with, and
concerned about the lives of ordinary
people. His amazing love is shown in the
death of His Son, Jesus Christ, on the
cross. That sacrifice for sin allows
anyone to be right with God through
simple faith in Jesus’ work.
The key to understand the bible is to
read it, not just a verse at a time, or
randomly. There used to be a saying, "a
verse a day keeps the doctor away." It's
not true, to understand the bible there are
some keys that I hope will help you
unlock the bible as we do this study.
Think about the writing style, is it a letter, is it prophetic or apocalyptic,
is it historical writing.
SPCK Publishing has the following statement on their website which I
found really helpful: "Think of the Bible as a library. It is not one book,
but many books. They are all true. But there are different sorts of truth.
We know this instinctively. The truth of Romeo and Juliet is different
from the truth of a dictionary, and different again from a biography of
different again from a biography of Abraham Lincoln or a Gordon
Ramsey cookbook. So it is with the Bible." Therefore it would be
reasonable to ask what is the genre of the book and the passage being
studied.
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The best advice anyone can give to discovering the keys to unlocking the bible,
is to read something in context. The context of its time, its history, when it was
written, the whole text, its intent and the culture of the time. We will try to do
this each week.
However, sometimes when reading it, the bible just seems to speak right into
your own personal situation; always pray and ask God to speak to you personally
for your life before you start reading.
We are going to look only at the New Testament in this study not because I
forgot there was an Old Testament (OT) but because of the following:
1. The OT is to show, indicate beforehand, to prefigure what was to come. That
is not to say that the OT is not important but to indicate there is not time to
embrace it in this study.
2. The New Testament brings us eye witness statements about Christ.
3. The New Testament gives us God's latest revelation of his plan for mankind
and the universe.
Each week is an example of how to read and understand the bible as we look at
an individual's personal encounter with Jesus, their personal inclusion by the
gospel and the new and true way that Jesus taught. Therefore we start our study
with John who wrote the last of the Gospels.

Colour me in and make your own bookmark.
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Week 1 – A MESSIANIC MIRACLE

I was blind
but now I
see
A second time they summoned the man who had been
blind. “Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they
said. “We know this man is a sinner.”
He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t
know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I
see!” (John 9:24-25)
Please open your bible at John chapter 9 read it and
have it next to you as we look at this chapter.
John was known as the apostle of love and wrote his
gospel around AD80-85, that is after the council in
Jerusalem (AD50) and the destruction of the temple
(AD70).
The Pharisees and the scribes were the guardians of
orthodoxy in the Jewish world; try to place yourself in
their position with the growing political turmoil in an
Israel under occupation by the Romans.
The Pharisees knew that Jesus claimed to be the
Messiah and therefore kept a close watch on him.
There were three miracles that pharisaic law said
proved the that a man was the Messiah:
1. To heal a Jewish Leper
2. The exorcism of a mute demon
3. The healing of a man born blind
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My Notes

The result of the first messianic miracle was the intensive investigation of his
messiah-ship. The result of the second messianic miracle was the decree that
Jesus was not the Messiah on the basis of demon possession. And the result of
the third messianic miracle was that anyone who believed in Jesus as their
Messiah would be put out of the Temple and out of fellowship. Remember, the
Pharisees were honest men charged to be the guardians of orthodoxy but read
this as the maintenance of their own personal position and the status quo. When
people make a mistake and realise it, they often fall into the trap of more
strongly defending the mistake rather than change their mind.
The words "And they threw him out" (verse 34) —are generally taken to mean
excommunication, however it is quite possible that their anger has now passed
all bounds. They cannot refute the truth which, in his honest, homely way, he
has put before them. They can only heap reproaches upon him, and threw him
out of their presence.
Personal encounter
When you read John 9, yes the whole chapter, try to imagine that you are the
man born blind, or the parents or a Pharisee carrying out the investigation. I am
going to focus on the blind man. His first encounter:
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ ‘Neither this
man nor his parents sinned,’ said Jesus, ‘but this happened so that the works of
God might be displayed in him. (John 9:1-3)
Imagine your whole life being judged, called a sinner, excluded by society
simply because you were born blind. Then he hears someone defend him, stand
up for him;
Jesus not only stands up for the man born blind he then heals him.

When anxiety was great within me,
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His second encounter with Jesus;
Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when
he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of
Man?’ ‘Who is he, sir?’ the man asked. ‘Tell me so
that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You have now
seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.’
Then the man said, ‘Lord, I believe,’ and he worshipped him.(John 9:35-38)
Think of the compassion shown by Jesus in seeking
out the man, the way he reveals his true identity to
the man. Jesus calls himself the "Son of Man"; to
understand this we should understand its messianic
overtures. Read Daniel 7:13-14.
Radical Inclusion
Leviticus 21:18
"No man who has any defect may come near: no man
who is blind"
The law, as we can see, was used to exclude people
from God. Some have said that Leviticus was only
meant for the Levite priesthood, who offer sacrifices
on the altar, and doesn't apply to ordinary people.
Yet, these same people, even today, use Leviticus to
exclude people from church, and from acceptance
into the assembly of God's people.
Jesus included the blind man even though tradition,
culture and even scripture was used to exclude him.
This is radical.
1 Peter 2:9 describes the ordinary believer in Jesus
Christ saying, "But you are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession,
that you may declare the praises of him who called
you out of darkness into his wonderful light."
Every believer is a priest, not just a priest but a royal
priest chosen and called by the King of heaven and
earth. Every believer is included, included in a radical
and meaningful way; in love you were chosen, by
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faith encompassed in that love. God's grace included you, you didn't
deserve to be chosen, you didn't earn the right to be included but by
God's unmerited favour you were called from darkness into his
wonderful light. Now that is radical.
New and True Way
It perhaps would have made more sense to the blind man if Jesus had
sent him to the pool of Bethesda to wash off the mud. The pool was
associated in tradition with healing. The tradition says an angel went
down at a certain season into the pool and troubled the water and
whosoever stepped in first was made whole. (see John 5)
The Pool of Siloam (meaning sent) was a spring-fed pool of fresh water
that people used for purification. It symbolizes the man's journey toward
greater spiritual purity. The pool played an important part in the ritual
associated with the Feast of Tabernacles, for it was from the pool that
water was drawn in a golden pitcher which was carried in procession to
the temple through the water gate where people recited aloud Isaiah
12:3 "With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation."
The blind man was sent to the pool (called sent) to wash off the mud
that Jesus put on his eyes, and while doing so, his trust in Jesus was
rewarded with a miracle. A new, true way had become available to
mankind; your spiritual eyes can be opened when you trust in Jesus.
Notice the journey of the blind man to believing in Jesus. He speaks of
Jesus
a) A Man (v11); b) A Prophet (v17); c) from God (v33); d) and finally
as the Son of Man, or Messiah he believed and worshipped (38).
How would you map your journey to belief in Jesus?
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WEEK 2: THE ACTS OF THE
APOSTLES by LUKE
6 Now

an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to
the road—the desert road—that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way
he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in
charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means
“queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to
Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting
in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet.
29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay
near it.”
30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man
reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what
you are reading?” Philip asked.
31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to
me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.
(Acts 8:26-31)
First of all, we should note that Luke was a Gentile, a
doctor and a believer. The book was written between 5862 AD as part of the defence of Paul at his trial, as was
Luke's Gospel. Notice how Luke takes a positive view of
Rome and we must ask ourselves is this a record of the
first Gentile convert, who did not, could not have
become a Jew first?
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Since the Ethiopian had come to Jerusalem to worship,
or was there more to the journey, which would take
around one month? Perhaps, the sending of this
important government official by the queen was to
negotiate some kind of understanding, or ask a blessing
for the royal household. The country of biblical Ethiopia
was south of Egypt and was a mercantile kingdom that
brought goods from the sea trade by caravan north
through Israel, Damascus, and Syria. The word,
"Ethiopia” translates in Hebrew as “burnt face”,
referring to the black race of people who inhabited the
country.
This official may have had some inclination towards the
God of Jerusalem, and would therefore have been called
a God-fearer making him ideal for the task. God-fearers
are people who worship the God of Israel, but who are
not official converts to Judaism (proselytes). In this
case, because the Ethiopian is a eunuch, Jewish law
forbids him from becoming a proselyte. As a Gentile
God-fearer, he could not have taken part in the temple
services in Jerusalem.
Personal encounter
Let us take a moment and consider where both our
players in this encounter had been and their feelings at
the time of the encounter.
Philip
Philip was in the midst of a great revival,
people being saved and healed, baptised in
water and in the Holy Spirit. Then an angel
asks Philip to leave and stand on a desert
road alone, where the Holy Spirit directs him
to the chariot of the Ethiopian. How would
you have felt?
The important official
He was on his way home having fulfilled his
duty but had been excluded from the temple
worship. I wonder if he identified with the
person in the reading.
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In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his
descendants? For his life was taken from the earth (Isaiah 53:8)
Perhaps he felt humiliated, unfairly treated by the religious folk in Jerusalem.
The encounter
Philip explains that the prophet is speaking of the person Jesus Christ and tells the
good news. The Ethiopian asked to be baptised and Philip answers If you believe
with all your heart, you may.” The eunuch answered, “I believe that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God.” (V37)

Radical Inclusion
Let us be clear, Philip in baptising the important official had gone against Jewish
tradition, teaching and law, this was truly radical. The official was, after all, a
eunuch, a gentile, and a foreigner.
Deuteronomy 23:1
No one who has been emasculated by crushing or cutting may enter the assembly
of the Lord.
Baptism in water is a public declaration that you have chosen to follow Jesus and
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. In water baptism you identify
with the death and burial of Jesus by being fully immersed. In coming up out of
the water you are identifying with and submitting to the new life you have in Jesus
Christ.
Christianity accepted the Ethiopian eunuch as a member of the body of Christ and
a valued member of God's family, part of a chosen, holy, special royal priesthood.
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Noah’s Ark Baby & Toddler Group
Thursday mornings during term time
9.30am - 11.15am : Cost £1 per family

Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
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1. Pray for our FLOS children and our church Youth
2. Pray God will guide us in the direction He want us
to go.
3. Pray for Revival in Watton
Samuel Mercy Orphanage Fundraising Quiz
Friday 1st March 2019 from 7-9p.m at
the Church
Fun evening for adults and children
FREE ENTRY. You just pay for the cost
of the food
Food- Fish and Chips OR Pizza and Fries.
Raffle, Tombola, Cakes and Donations
Please see Flora/Nick to bookings
Charity number 1118420

13

New and True Way
Tradition has it that when the official arrived home he
started to share his faith.
Ethiopia embraced Christianity and has maintained its
doctrines from the era of the apostles to the present
day. The Ethiopian eunuch who was baptized by St.
Philip. This eunuch was a minister of Candace, Queen
of Ethiopia. This story is the beginning of Ethiopian
Church history. Some three hundred years later
Ethiopia was a Christian nation served by a Christian
king.
Perhaps we can answer the official's question "who can
speak of my descendants?" We can say history speaks
of your descendants because every Ethiopian Christian
is a descendant of the eunuchs faith. The Ethiopian
Orthodox Church is also known as the Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewahedo Church. The word Tewahedo,
which means, “made one.” How fitting that this man
played his part in causing us to understand that we are
all one with Christ.
It is interesting to note that Acts was written by Luke, a
Gentile. Who should we exclude from the church
today?
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Week 3 - THE GOSPEL OF JOHN
They said to the woman, ‘We no longer believe just because
of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we
know that this man really is the Saviour of the world.’ John
4:42
Read the chapter from verse 4 through to 42 to understand
the whole story John tells through this encounter.
When you read John you will notice how he writes himself
out of the narrative, referring to himself as the disciple who
Jesus loved. Tradition states that John was probably about
15 years old when he started to follow Jesus, that the
wedding of Cana could well have been his marriage. It is
also possible that the disciples left him at the well with
Jesus, hence the record of the conversation.
John was called 'The Apostle of Love,' not simply because
of his writing but because his lifestyle matched his words.

Personal encounter
Why was the woman at the well at mid-day in the heat of
the Sun. Well some suggest that she was a prostitute and
could not mix with the women of the town. However, I
believe she was a strong minded women who ran her own
business and was not impressed by the patriarchal society
of the time, and was quite happy to tell anyone who listened
so.
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Can I suggest reading the whole story again and asking yourself, "What
is the hidden question that she is asking?" Perhaps, she is puzzled by
these new doctrines. “Father!” “Spirit!” what did all this mean? Was
God in any real sense like the father who in childhood’s happy days had
protected, and forgiven, and loved? Her real question was then would
this God love me, forgive me, protect me. It is a question that many still
ask today.
In this personal encounter look at the way their conversation changes, it
mirrors the change in her heart. Look at the way she addresses Jesus to
map her change:
v9) You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. You can almost feel
the aggression in her words "How can you ask me for a drink?"
v11) Sir, She uses the Greek word 'Kurios' meaning sir, master or Lord,
note the change in tone.
v15) Sir, she asks him, a Jew, for a drink of the water he speaks of.
v19) Sir, now there is a complete change.
v19) Prophet, he told her things he could not possibly know naturally,
she said " Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did." She felt
that he was a prophet when his words revealed her past life.
v25) Messiah, she was
perhaps seeking - was there
for her a Father who could
still forgive, a Spirit whom
her spirit could still love,
and in the grasp of that
love lift itself to virtue and
truth? How different are
his words to any she has
ever heard before!
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v29) Messiah, the NIV has it as a question, the
KJV makes more a statement to be confirmed.
"Come, see a man, which told me all things that
ever I did: is not this the Christ?" She believed he
was the Messiah who was to come.
This is what a personal encounter with Jesus does,
it changes us completely from the inside out.

Radical Inclusion
Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find
him talking with a woman. But no one asked, “What do
you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?”
Some have suggested that Sychar (pronounced Soo-Khar)
meaning "drunkard" was a Jewish corruption of Sychem,
in contempt of the Samaritans.
Our story tells us that Jesus broke the custom of the time
by approaching and speaking to the woman was who first a
woman and second a Samaritan. He is talking in public
with a woman, which was directly contrary to the Rabbinic
precepts. A man should not speak in public to his own
wife, and he words of the Law were to be burnt rather than
be taught to a woman.
The way that Jesus treated people was radically different,
he included those that society excluded. He not only
included a woman, he included a whole Samaritan city.
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New and True Way
19 “Sir,”

the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet.

20 Our

ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim
that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”
21 “Woman,”

Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when
you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we
worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a
time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the
kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his
worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” (John 4)
Jesus says to the woman "God is Spirit." Once a person gets that
it is like a new floodlight breaks over them. If God is Spirit, God
is not confined to things; and therefore idol worship is not only
irrelevant, it is an insult to the very nature of God.
Then he says to her " a time is coming when you will worship the
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem." Remember
this was said in AD30, and written by John around AD82, and in
AD70 Jerusalem was destroyed and the temple desecrated.
Jesus describes a new and true way to worship God.
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C. J. Ellicott says "In spirit and in truth.—The link between human nature and the
divine is in the human spirit, which is the shrine of the Holy Spirit. All true
approach to God must therefore be in spirit. Place, and time, and words, and
postures, and sounds, and all things from without, are important only in so far as
they aid in abstraction from the sensible world, and in elevation of the spirit
within. The moment they distract they hinder true worship.... The words “in
truth,” already expressed in true worshippers, and repeated in the following verse,
are more than “truly.” Sincerity is not a test of acceptable worship, though it is a
requisite. Bigots sincerely think they do God’s service. Worship which is “in
truth” is in harmony with the nature of the God whom we worship."
Are you sincere in your worship? Let me put this another way, do you mean what
you sing, do you believe it?
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WEEK 4: THE LETTER TO THE ROMANS
My Notes

The letter to the Romans reveals something about the
writer in the first three verses; he was called, he was
set apart and he was a servant of Jesus Christ. There is
surely a sermon in these three verses.
The letter has been described as a “theology textbook.”
It was written around AD 55 -AD57 to the church in
Rome. The church in Rome had a problem of
differences and division. In AD 41 the church
comprised of both Jews and Gentiles and then
Claudius expelled the Jews from Rome because of
their arguments and disturbances. Around AD54 the
Jews were allowed to return by which time the
Gentiles were running the church. So there were two
camps but in such disputes there are generally more:

a) Gentiles were allowing a fusion of differing
systems of belief to enter the church. Their new
found liberty allowed things in that stood opposed
to their love for God and their fellow man. They
started to form a desire for knowledge, rituals and
miracles to the exclusion of Jesus Christ.
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b) Jews were re-introducing their legalism with its observance of the law.
You had to become a Jew (circumcision) before you could be a Christian, you
must live under the law and be subject to the law. It was by your own work
and effort that you could become a Christian.
The letter in one sentence is 'God has a new true way of love, through Jesus
Christ, he alone is the way, the truth and the life, without him there is no life'.
Personal encounter
As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed
around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, ‘Saul, Saul,
why do you persecute me?’
5 ‘Who

are you, Lord?’ Saul asked.

‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ he replied. 6 ‘Now get up and go into
the city, and you will be told what you must do.’
7 The

men travelling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound
but did not see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his
eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For
three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. (Acts 9:3-8)
Paul's encounter with Jesus was certainly dramatic. Paul had built his whole
life on a false premise, he had not believed that Jesus was the Messiah and
had persecuted many Christians. Notice in the first words he says to Jesus he
calls him Lord.
Radical Inclusion
Ananias went to the house and entered it.
Placing his hands on Saul, he said, ‘Brother Saul,
the Lord – Jesus, who appeared to you on the road
as you were coming here – has sent me so that you
may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’
18 Immediately, something like scales fell from
Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and
was baptised, 19 and after taking some food, he
regained his strength.
17 Then
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Paul was certainly a man changed by his encounter with
Jesus, even his name changed. He persecuted and imprisoned
Christians, he tried to destroy the church, going from house
to house, he dragged off both men and women and put them
in prison. He approved of the execution of Stephen. All
before he met Jesus. Now he was included in this new and
true way but he wanted his experience to be shared and
understood by many. The letter to the Romans makes clear
this experience so that it may be explicitly, precisely and
clearly expressed for whosoever believes.
It is interesting that the letter to the Romans contains the
word 'sin' 63 times, and the word 'law' 51 times'; both words
are used more than any other book in the New Testament.
Paul does not dodge the issues in his letter.
In chapter 3 he explains no one is righteous through their
knowledge or works or position, but only through Jesus.
Chapter 8 - please read the whole chapter and see his
conclusion. He says, after reading the letter so far 'I am
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons (nor heavenly rulers), neither the present nor the
future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.'
WOW, that is radical inclusion - perhaps his personal
experience.
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New and True Way
This new and true way is the way of love with Jesus as our supreme
leader and living example. To understand what is meant by love read
1 Corinthians 12: 30 starting with "And yet I will show you the most
excellent way." Read through to 13:8 "Love never fails." This is the
love from which you are inseparable.
James, the brother of Jesus said, "If you really keep the royal law
found in Scripture, “Love your neighbour as yourself,” you are doing
right." (James 2:8).
Love and treat everyone else in the world as you would want to be
loved and treated.
This new and true way of love knows no bounds and recognises no
barriers, we are included through Jesus Christ into the Kingdom of
God.
Perhaps you would like to enter into this love, then simply, using
your own words, ask Jesus into your life as Lord and Saviour.

ENJOY READING YOUR BIBLE WITH
GREATER UNDERSTANDING.
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UNDERSTANDING THE
BIBLE
3rd February 9.30am
10.30am

Prayer meeting
‘A Messianic Miracle’

10th February 9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
‘The Acts Of The Apostles
by Luke’
Prayer Meeting
Celebration
Family Service and
Celebration Lunch

17th February 9.30am
10.30am

24th February 9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
The Letter To The
Romans

FLOS, our children’s
group, meets during
the service

For more information contact Rev Nick Nundy:
Tel: 01953 880922 email: nick.nundy@watton.org
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
A member of Evangelical Alliance
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