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The church should not be a statue always knowing where it stands on
every subject.
The trouble is that if the church becomes a statue it means that it can
never grow, all it can do is hold its position. It can never move forward
because it's in a stuck place, it can never be relevant to a new time it
can only speak of the past.
It is important that as the church we understand what we believe and
why we believe it, then understand what is essential and what is
personal preference. A wise man, an apostle to Brazil, said that he loved
to dance in church but he would not die to dance in church. He knew
what he would suffer persecution for and die for.
The church is like a train station, we see many people pass through our
doors, but unlike a workstation, where people work alone, people should
actually work together in church.
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The church should be an:
Information station - that is ready to share the good news and be good
news to someone. Remembering that we must
change the model and the method but not the
message, it is too good to change.
Innovation station -

that is a place ready to be relevant to every
generation, prepared to grow and to change to the
glory of God.

Inspiration station -

that is a people who through love strengthen,
encourage and enable others to face the trials
of life.

God says we can change but to change we must:
Challenge our thinking and what we believe. Clarify our thinking and
free from dimness and obscurity what we believe, and make clear why
we believe it. Channel what we believe from our head to our heart and
from our hearts to our hands so that our action and attitudes align with
our beliefs. Finally, Change for change is inevitable, the question is are
we becoming fit for the kingdom of God.
We must not hold on to our mistakes just because we spent a long time
making them.
Over the next 4
weeks let us pray
the prayer of
Samuel and say
"Here I am, speak,
Lord,
for your servant
is listening."
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We are going to challenge your thinking; being of sound mind and body
what did Solomon ask for?
From the New International Version 1 Kings 3:1-15
Solomon Asks for Wisdom
Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt and married his
daughter. He brought her to the City of David until he finished building
his palace and the temple of the LORD, and the wall around Jerusalem.
2 The people, however, were still sacrificing at the high places, because
a temple had not yet been built for the Name of the LORD. 3 Solomon
showed his love for the LORD by walking according to the instructions
given him by his father David, except that he offered sacrifices and
burned incense on the high places.
4 The king went to Gibeon to offer sacrifices, for that was the most
important high place, and Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings
on that altar. 5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the
night in a dream, and God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give
you.”
6 Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant,
my father David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and
upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and
have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day.
7 “Now, LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my
father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry
out my duties. 8 Your servant
is here among the people
you have chosen, a great
people, too numerous to
count or number. 9 So give
your servant a discerning
heart to govern your people
and to distinguish between
right and wrong. For who is
able to govern this great
people of yours?”
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10 The

Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11 So God
said to him, “Since you have asked for this and not for long life or
wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but
for discernment in administering justice, 12 I will do what you have
asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will
never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. 13 Moreover, I
will give you what you have not asked for—both wealth and honour—
so that in your lifetime you will have no equal among kings. 14 And if
you walk in obedience to me and keep my decrees and commands as
David your father did, I will give you a long life.” 15 Then Solomon
awoke—and he realized it had been a dream.
Did you answer wisdom? Well let's look at three things in the scripture.
1. Solomon was dreaming.
Solomon was asleep, some today say the church is asleep but
Solomon had a dream. He dreamt that he was talking with God and
God said "Ask for whatever you want me to give you"
What would you answer - what is your dream?
"So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to
distinguish between right and wrong."
Some have translated this as an understanding heart. However,
Wycliffe Bible Commentary explains that the Hebrew used here is 'leb
shomea' which means a 'heart that hears'. This has been described as
a God hearing heart that is inclined to do God's will.
Even when asleep Solomon recognised he needed a live, moment by
moment relationship with God where his reliance was on God each and
every moment.
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2. Solomon was honest.
But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties.
Solomon recognised his inadequacies to do his allotted task for God.
Jesus taught that “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven." (Matthew 5:3). William Barclay says "Therefore,
"Blessed are the poor in spirit" means: Blessed is the man who has r
ealised his own utter helplessness, and who has put his whole trust in
God."
The person who realises, as Solomon did, his helplessness to carry out
his duties without God's help shall inherit the Kingdom of heaven.
When we approach God in humility the resources of the kingdom are
ours.
There have been a number of revivals around the world, some have
grown some have lasted a season. When we realise that when
theologians or the church claim to know what to do and take control,
the revival fizzles out.
God moves in revival when individual Christians are self aware enough
to understand that they need God and put aside what they think they
know to serve the living God.
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3. Solomon believed God.
So God said to him, “Since you have asked for this and not for long life
or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but
for discernment in administering justice, 12 I will do what you have
asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will
never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. 13 Moreover, I
will give you what you have not asked for—both wealth and honour—
so that in your lifetime you will have no equal among kings.
Now read 1 Kings 10:1-5 and take note of what overwhelmed the
Queen of Sheba, first Solomon's relationship with the Lord, second his
wisdom and third his wealth.
Solomon believed God and walked into what he believed that God had
given him.
Are you ready to lay down your dream, your thinking so that you may
walk into all that God has for you? Before you 'but' me I want to say
YES YOU CAN - now just do it.
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For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already
because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only
Son. (John 3:16)
John the Apostle of love makes theology so simple and yet we all in our
different ways struggle with theology, that is the study of God and
religious beliefs. We often seem to hold opposing views in tension or
suspended belief that causes inaction. It is this inaction that stops us
from serving God.
There is a story of a woman who was sitting in an airport waiting for a
flight in a busy lounge. She had a bag of cookies and put her hand in to
take one. Almost immediately the man to her left put his hand into the
bag and took one. She could not believe he would do this. She then
took a second cookie and within seconds he had put his hand in and
taken a second cookie.
She was now getting really
annoyed and did not know if
it was arrogance, ignorance
of social norms, or just plain
rudeness. The flight was
called, so she got on the
plane and sat down. As she
was chastising herself for not
saying anything to the man,
she opened her luggage to
see a full, unopened bag of
cookies. It dawned on her
that he was not eating her
cookies, but the other way
around!
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What if she had publically chastised the man, would she of justified her
actions instead of repenting. In our theology we must not hold on to an
error just because we spent a long time standing up for it.
Let us agree on three things:
God loves you
John says, "For God so loved the world."
These are words to be felt rather than commented upon. Look at the
greatness of his love "For God so loved the world." Think about the
breadth of this love "For God so loved the world."
The Greek word used for love here is "agapao," William Barclay says,
the word "means unconquerable benevolence. It means that no matter
what a man may do to us by way of insult or injury or humiliation we will
never seek anything else but his highest good. It is therefore a feeling
of the mind as much as of the heart; it concerns the will as much as the
emotions. It describes the deliberate effort--which we can make only
with the help of God--never to seek anything but the best even for
those who seek the worst for us."
W. E. Vine says, in respect of agapao as used of God, it expresses the
deep and constant "love" and interest of a perfect Being towards
entirely unworthy objects, producing and fostering a reverential "love"
in them towards the Giver, and a practical "love" towards those who are
partakers of the same, and a desire to help others to seek the Giver.
I have heard of cults that say Satan rules the world therefore we must
not mix with people outside the church. But God says "He loves the
world." Remember we are able to love others because he first loved us.
We love because he first
loved us (1 John 4:19)
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God saved you
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him.
Look at the pricelessness of the sacrifice, it is amazing that he should
do this for me, "he gave his one and only Son."
Look at the freedom of the offer of salvation "that whoever believes in
him."
Mark the condition of salvation "believes in him."
Look at the peril of unbelief "perish."
Think about the greatness of this salvation "have eternal life"
It is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God. (Ephesians 2:8). The bible tells us that
we could not earn our salvation or become good enough to deserve our
salvation. This is Good News because God saves us because we
believe and even this faith is a gift from God.
WOW, but there is more, he clears our debts and declares we are
pardoned and adopts us as his children.
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be
called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world
does not know us is that it did not know him.(1 John 3:1)
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God has empowered you
I believe that God loves us and saves us when we believe. But he does
not say job done, move on and abandon us. No, Jesus lives in us and
through the Holy Spirit empowers us to live the holy and fruitful life that
God intends for us. We should seek to be baptised in water and be filled
with the power of the Holy Spirit and speak in tongues.
Have you asked Jesus into your life?
Have you been baptised in water?
Have you been filled with the Holy Spirit and speak in tongues?
If you believe God loves you, has saved you and empowered you then
listen to God and the leaders of the church you are committed to. Give
time to understand what you have heard, and reflect on how you should
change in the light of this new understanding. Then act on this new
understanding with love and truth, watching yourself grow
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March meetings
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER
& BABY GROUP
Thursday mornings during term time

9.30am - 11.15am : Cost £1

Thursday
1st March
8.00pm

Friday morning
10.00am - 12noon

COMPETITION
‘Past and
Present’ photo

Drop in to find
out more
about us!

Why not join us?

Watton & District Diabetes UK Group
Monday morning 12th March
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
12

March Prayer

ALPHA PRAYER
Tuesday morning
weekly
10.30 - 11.30am
6th Feb - 27th March
at
Chris & Angela’s

1.

For Noah’s Ark Toddler & Baby Group
that meets every Thursday morning
9.30 - 11.15am

2.

For the Friendship Club that meets
every Friday morning
10.00am - 12 noon

3.

For Watton Pentecostal Church
Leadership Team
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explore
life
faith
meaning

Starts 31st January for 8 weeks to 21st March 2018
Every WEDNESDAY 7pm - 8.45pm
At Watton Pentecostal Church

HOLY SPIRIT DAY
Saturday 10th March
10.00am - 3.00pm
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ARISE
WOMEN’S
MINISTRY

Saturday 3rd March 10.00am - 4.00pm
Watton Pentecostal Church
THEME: ‘Come aside and rest’
Cost £15.00 including lunch

1st - 3rd June 2018
Belsey Bridge Conference Centre
THEME: ‘Running your race’
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Remember it is not enough to believe, we must live out and walk in what
we believe.
John teaches us "Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if
you do them." (John13:7). Jesus had just washed the feet of the
disciples, he explained the wonder of serving others.
We have to learn the discipline of channelling what we believe so that
what we believe moves from our head to our heart and to our hands so
that our attitudes and action align with our beliefs.

A. Combining our head and heart lacks action and we become
hypocrites.
B. Combining our head and hands means we lack love and are
like a resounding gong.
C. Combining our hearts and hands means we lack faith and
cannot please God.
D. Combining head, heart and hands we are blessed.
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HEAD
Getting our head right is about
understanding what we believe and
why we believe it.
Quoting a text from the bible
without understanding what whole
text meant to the writer and what
his readers understood from it is
imperfect theology.
Once we understand what scripture
is saying let's channel our belief
through the love test.

HEART
What is the love test - ask yourself these questions about what you
think
Is it patient,
Is it kind.
Does it envy others
Does it boast,
Is it proud.
Does dishonour others,
Is it self-seeking,
Is it easily angered,
Does it keeps a record of wrongs.
Does it delight in evil
Does it rejoices with the truth.
Does it protect,
Does it trust,
Does it hope
Will it persevere.

Yes
Yes
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

If it passes the love test of 1 Corinthians 13 then we can move onto the
next step.
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HANDS
Prepare and plan a practical way of intentionally implementing what we
believe.
Let us look at what Jesus says in answer to a question that was meant
to trick him.
Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got
together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this
question: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’
All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two
commandments.”(Matthew 22:34-40)
How would you intentionally implement what you believe Jesus is
explaining in these two greatest commands? You may ask how will I
do it? Well
1. “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind" - I will every Sunday give myself to him and his
service, I will listen for his voice during the service and in the worship,
I will express my love with all that I am.
2. ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ - Without asking who is my
neighbour, I will do random acts of kindness and desire to help others
to seek and find the God who loves them.
The Living Bible translates this last verse as follows:
"All the other commandments and all the demands of the
prophets stem from these two laws and are fulfilled if you obey them.
Keep only these and you will find that you are obeying all the others."
C. J. Ellicott suggests; the characteristic mark of Christianity, laid down
by its founder, doesn't consist of a book or system of prescribed
formulas, relating to religious procedure or doctrine or by signs or
omens. The mark of Christianity was their love for one another, their
love for God and their love for mankind.
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Have you heard the saying 'you can't teach an old dog new tricks'?
Many people use this as an excuse for not attempting new things or
changing or growing into new things. Well God says, "So from now on
we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once
regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is
in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is
here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:" (2 Corinthians 5:16-18)
Do not trust your destiny or limit your possibilities because of some
saying but believe God. He says you are a new creation, loved by him,
adopted as his child and chosen in Christ before the creation of the
universe.
Let me highlight something for you:
Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her
quietly.
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the
name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
(Matthew 1:19-21)

19

Now think about the predicament of Joseph, being a just man, a man
faithful to the law; we are able to view the character of Joseph in this one
act of beauty and tenderness. He dared not as a righteous man take to
himself someone who seemed to have sinned in such a way. But love
and pity alike hindered him from pressing the law, which made death by
stoning the punishment for such sin or even from breaking of the
marriage on the grounds of apparent guilt. There remained the alternative, which was the growing frequency of divorce made easy, by availing
himself of a 'writ of divorce' which did not necessarily state the grounds
of repudiation except in the vaguest language implying disagreement.
Then Joseph had a dream that would change his life and mean that he
had to spend years in Egypt and thousands of years later he would be
known around the world.

You to can have a dream, perhaps not as dramatic as Joseph's but still
a revelation from God about your life and what you can attempt for
Jesus. Notice that in a sense Joseph disobeyed the law of Moses but
believed God.
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Dare to Dream
First, you dare to ask for it. Ephesians 3:20 says, “Now glory be to God,
by his mighty power at work within us is able to do far more than we
would ever dare to ask or even dream of — infinitely beyond our highest
prayers, desires, thoughts, or hopes.” (LB).

If you want God’s blessing on
your life this year, you must
dare to ask for it. You should
say, “God, what’s your dream
for my life? What do you
want me to do?” Then you
ask yourself, “What would I
attempt for God if I knew I
couldn’t fail?” Let that expand
your vision.

Get behind the church vision which is worship, evangelism, caring for
people and developing people. Ask God, Lord, how can I serve the
church vision this year?
Remember the dream you dream alone is just a dream, the dream you
dream together can be your reality. Share your dream with church
leaders and allow them to encourage and guide you.
Develop the Dream
Believe God’s promises. The Bible says in Jeremiah 32:27, “I am the
LORD, the God of all the peoples of the world. Is anything too hard for
me?” (NLT)
Never let an impossible situation intimidate you. Let it motivate you to
pray more, believe more, trust more, experience more, learn more, and
grow more. Faith always works in the realm of the impossible.
Hudson Taylor said there are three stages to God’s will in your life:
impossible, possible, and done. You have within you the strength, the
courage and the tenacity to make your dream become a reality.
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Deliver the Dream
Dream big dreams and
deliver the dream giving
glory to God. “Ask me,
and I will make the
nations your inheritance,
the ends of the earth
your possession.”
Psalm 2:8 (NIV).
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The size of your God should determine the size of your goal. You
haven’t really believed God until you’ve attempted something that can’t
be done in the power of the flesh.
If you want to know how big your dream should be, ask yourself two
questions:
How much time do you have to give to it?
If it’s a dream you can give the rest of your life to, then you can really
dream big.
Finally, what are you shaped to do? What are your spiritual gifts, heart,
abilities, personality, and experiences — the five things that make you.
A woman came to me and asked how can I best serve God. I said to
her complete these 5 statements and give them to the church Pastor
and say I want to serve the church of Jesus Christ and therefore I put
into your hands all that I am, use me to God's glory as and when you
want. She said I will do it. I said if they have any sense the first thing
they will ask you to do is clean the toilets at the church. Start small and
grow into all God has for you. Why not complete the statements and
give it to Pastor Nick.
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I have moved in these Spiritual
Gifts
…..............................
I love to
…..............................
I have displayed these
abilities in real life
…..............................
…..............................
I have this type of personality
…..............................
I have this experience in the
spiritual realm and the
practical realm
…..............................
…..............................
Dream great dreams for God.
It’s the beginning of your walk
of faith.
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Ready steady change…

4th March

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer meeting
‘Challenge’

11th March

9.30am
1030am

Prayer Meeting
Young People’s Baptism
Buffet Lunch to follow

18th March

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
‘Channel’

25th March

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
Easter Eggstravaganza
Family Service

30th March

11.00am

Good Friday Service

FLOS, our children’s
group, meet during
the morning service
Why not join us?
For more information contact Rev Nick Nundy:
Tel: 01953 880922 email: nick.nundy@watton.org
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
A member of Evangelical Alliance
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