Watton Pentecostal
Church
DECEMBER 2018

Web site:
www.wattonchurch.org
Facebook:
Watton Church

1

December study 2018
Study by Roger
Some people will tell you that the origin of Christmas has pagan roots.
Yeah and that is well documented.
They say the Christmas season is over commercialized, goodness
supermarkets start promoting it in August. Well that is apparent to all
of us.
They ask was he really born on December 25th? Well probably not that's a date chosen by the early Roman church to correspond to a
pre-existent winter solstice festival. Regardless, the truth of his birth
cannot be denied. Jesus Christ was undoubtedly a historic figure,
and his purpose was simply to fulfil the meaning of his name, "The
Lord Saves."

This means that the
message of
Christmas is true,
and the implications
of Jesus' historical
birth in Bethlehem
about 2,000 years
ago are enormous
for all of us. The
Son of God, Jesus
Christ, humbled
himself and came to
the world as a little
baby born in a
manger.
If you think that Jesus was a historical figure and that he is who the
bible claims he is, then how can you discover the reality of Christmas?
We hope to help in this study of discovery.
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Matthew 2:10-11 NIV
When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house,
they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him
with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
The task of the star
The star shone bright so that the wise men could see it and it guided
them to Jesus.
Every Christian and every church should shine bright, like that star, and
guide people to Jesus. The real brightness of a person or a church is
measured in their warmth, their love and their inclusiveness. What do
I mean?
Well their warmth should make you feel like you're welcome, like you
have come home. Their love should make you feel a real peace and that
you belong. Their inclusiveness should make you feel comfortable,
unjudged and accepted.
If you discover a star (a Christian) like that follow it, it will lead you closer
to Jesus.
What the wise men did
they bowed down and worshiped him
When they bowed down and worshipped Jesus they were in fact
submitting themselves to him in complete and prostrate submission.
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Nelson, the great admiral, always treated his vanquished opponents
with the greatest kindness and courtesy. After one of his naval victories
the defeated admiral was brought aboard Nelson's flagship and onto
Nelson's quarter-deck. Knowing Nelson's reputation for courtesy, and
thinking to trade upon it, he advanced across the quarter-deck with his
hand outstretched as if he was advancing to shake hands with an
equal. Nelson's hand remained by his side. "Your sword first sir," he
said, "and then your hand." Before we can be friends with Christ, we
must first submit to him. He is a king, a priest and our atoning sacrifice.
What the wise men gave.
They presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
Gold is the gift for a king; Jesus was a man born to be a king. But he
was to reign, not by force, but by love; he was to rule over men's
hearts, not from a throne, but from the cross.
Frankincense is the gift for a priest. Jesus was born to be a priest. The
Latin word for priest is 'pontiflex' which means bridge-builder. The priest
is the one who builds a bridge between man and God. That is what
Jesus did. He opened the way to God; he made it possible for men to
enter into the very presence of God.
Myrrh is the gift for the one about to die. Jesus came into the world to
live for men, and, in the end, to die for men. He came to give for
mankind his life and his death.
The star in our story, shone
bright and led the wisemen
to Jesus. Today we need
human stars to lead people
to Jesus. Will you be a star
this Christmas?
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A new command I
give you: Love one
another. As I have
loved you, so you
must love one
another.
John 13:34

If you look at today's media content there is a lot of nonsense spoken
of as love. In fact this is not just a recent phenomena, It has happened
for hundreds of years. The question "What is love?" sparked a whole
series of cartoons in the 20th century.
The best definition of the Greek word 'Agapao,' I know is, "This word
indicates unconquerable benevolence, invincible goodwill. If we regard
a person with agape, it means that no matter what that person does to
us, no matter how he treats us, no matter if he insults us or injures us
or grieves us, we will never allow bitterness against him to invade our
hearts, but will regard him with that unconquerable benevolence and
goodwill which will seek nothing but his highest good."
So now we know what we are looking for, where are you going to look?
First in your own heart.
Look at your own attitudes to discover if the attitudes of you heart
match. Passion that lacks compassion is heartless. This is what real
love looks like:
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Love never gives up.
Love cares more for others than for self.
Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have.
Love doesn’t strut,
Doesn’t have a swelled head,
Doesn’t force itself on others,
Isn’t always “me first,”
Doesn’t fly off the handle,
Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others,
Doesn’t revel when others grovel,
Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth,
Puts up with anything,
Trusts God always,
Always looks for the best,
Never looks back,
But keeps going to the end.
Love never dies.
That is how Jesus loves you. It is good to remember that Jesus is
perfect and that we are not.
Second look in your church
Looking for love in most churches isn't hard, just do these 3 things:
1. Look how you are
greeted, did you feel
welcomed, did someone
speak to you? If yes, did
you feel you were made
welcome? Was it a warm
genuine welcome or was
it a polite, token welcome?
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2. When you looked around the church did you see people genuinely
expressing love for God and each other or was their expression
formal? A story that always touches my heart was when a wealthy
stockbroker went to church for the first time. He sat at the back. He saw
a scruffy individual with long hair come into the church. He was wearing
scruffy jeans and jacket and he walked to the front of the church where
an elderly man in a very expensive suit stood. The stockbroker thought
'there will be trouble now,' but to his amazement they hugged each
other and the Pastor of the church hugged both of them. The stock
broker said to himself "WOW, I wasn't expecting to see real love and
affection not based on class and money." It was something he had not
seen ever before.
3. When you left the church did someone say goodbye? If they did, did
it leave you thinking I'd come back here? Well that is how love feels.
Finally does it match the Jesus test?
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.
And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 1 John
3:16
Ask yourself 'How do I put others first?' There is something heart
warming when people do small random acts of kindness to a complete
stranger.
Do you always say thank you when someone holds a door for you, or
steps aside to let you pass, or simply lets you go before them?
This Christmas will you buy
someone a small gift who
you don't believe is going to
buy you something.

Do you pray regularly for others in your church and family?
How are you doing on the Jesus test?
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Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
John 14:27
John 14:25-31 is sometimes call 'The Bequest of Christ.' A bequest is
inheritance, heritage - that which is inherited; a title or property or
estate that passes by law to the heir on the death of the owner.

The Gift of Peace
Jesus speaks of his gift, and his gift is peace. In the bible the Greek
word 'Eirene' means Harmonious relationships between man or God.
The Hebrew word 'Shalom' never means simply the absence of
trouble. It means everything which makes for our highest good. The
peace the world offers us is the peace of escape, the peace that
comes from the avoidance of trouble and from refusing to face things.
The peace that Jesus offers us is the peace of conquest. No
experience of life can ever take it from us and no sorrow, no danger,
no suffering can ever make it less. It is independent of outward
circumstances.
Unwrapping Peace
This Christmas you may receive a gift beautifully wrapped with colourful
Christmas wrapping paper. Perhaps it could be a new car (in your
dreams) but if it were wouldn't you want to unwrap it, sit in it, drive it?
You certainly wouldn't leave it under the Christmas tree unwrapped,
unused, unappreciated.
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Why do so many Christians do just that with the peace that Jesus has
bequeathed to us? So how can I unwrap peace this Christmas? I would
suggest 3 easy steps to discover peace, Get right, Love right, Live
right.
1. Get right
Get right with God. You may need to commit or re-commit your life to
God. You will never grasp the fullness or the beauty of real peace
without a living relationship with the Prince of Peace, the peace giver
Jesus Christ, Saviour and Lord.
This is unwrapping the gift.
2. Love right
A love not expressed in words or deeds is not real love. When we love
other people it should not be based upon their action but based upon
the fact that God first loved us and enabled us to love others.
This kind of active love enables us to enter his peace.
3. Live right
Integrity and sincerity are two words you rarely hear in today's world.
Let us think of these as an integral part of our lifestyle.
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December meetings
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER
& BABY GROUP
9.30am - 11.15am : Cost £1

Thursday
6th December
8.00pm
Friday morning
10.00am - 12noon

CHRISTMAS
GET TOGETHER

Drop in to find
out more
about us!

Watton & District Diabetes UK Group
Monday morning 10th December
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
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Meetings & Events

To discover a home
group that would
be right for you,
speak to a Pastor

Tuesday morning
weekly
11.00am - 12noon
In the Church

1. Pray for all our Christmas
services and events, that everyone
will be blessed and discover more!
2. Pray for our community of Watton
this month, and especially those who
are in any kind of need.
3. Please pray for plans for the

Youth Alpha, which we are hoping to
start in the early part of 2019.
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An often repeated folk law suggests that sincere is derived from the
Latin sine = without, cera = wax. According to one popular explanation,
dishonest sculptors in Rome or Greece would cover flaws in their work
with wax to deceive the viewer; therefore, a sculpture "without wax"
would mean honesty in its perfection. Although we cannot be perfect in
this world we can be sincere, without wax in our love.
James 2:8 says "If you really keep the royal law found in scripture,
“Love your neighbour as yourself,” you are doing right." This is surely
the real test of moral soundness.
When Jesus examines your life will he find the honesty, sincerity and
integrity he expects in obedience to his royal or supreme law. Are you
living and doing right.
Living Peace
Living peace is being a beacon of peace, a safe haven for other people. It is not simply living in peace.
It means that no matter what that person does to us, no matter how he
treats us, no matter if he insults us or injures us or grieves us, we will
never allow bitterness against him to invade our hearts and rob us of
our peace, we will just love him anyway.
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Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever
does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how
God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the
world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for
our sins. 1 John 4:7-10
I am so pleased that Jesus didn't come to us with a list of rules and
regulations. He came out of love, to rescue us from a hopeless
situation. He gave himself that we might know real love, experience a
full life and to enjoy true freedom.
Therefore what should our response be? Love others, live life to the
full, and never again allow ourselves to be enslaved.
LOVE
Anyone who loves their brother and sister lives in the light, and there is
nothing in them to make them stumble. (1 John 2:10)
It is great living in the light, loving others and knowing you are loved by
your brothers and sisters, and loved by God.
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LIVE
I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. (John 10:10)
The phrase have it to the full is sometimes translated having it more
abundantly and means in the Greek to have a superabundance of the
thing. To be a follower of Jesus, to know who he is and what this
means for us, is to have a superabundance of life. A Roman soldier
came to Julius Caesar with a request for permission to commit suicide.
He was a wretched dispirited creature with no vitality. Caesar looked at
him . "Man," He said, "were you ever alive?" When we try to live our
own lives, life is a dull dispirited thing. When we walk with Jesus, there
comes a new vitality, a superabundance of life. It is only when we live
with Christ that life becomes really worth living and we begin to live the
real sense of the word.
LIBERATE
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not
let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. (Galatians 5:1)
What would your yoke of slavery be?

How will you stand firm
against that burden?
Perhaps next week's
study on prayer might
help.
Love, live and enjoy
your freedom in Jesus
Christ this Christmas.
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My response is to get down on my knees before the Father, this
magnificent Father who parcels out all heaven and earth. I ask him to
strengthen you by his Spirit—not a brute strength but a glorious inner
strength—that Christ will live in you as you open the door and invite him
in. And I ask him that with both feet planted firmly on love, you’ll be able
to take in with all followers of Jesus the extravagant dimensions of
Christ’s love. Reach out and experience the breadth! Test its length!
Plumb the depths! Rise to the heights! Live full lives, full in the fullness
of God.
Ephesians 3:14-19 The Message version
What is your response to discovering something more about the real
Christ of Christmas? My response is to pray, talk directly to God. We
are not thinking about 'saying prayers,' we are thinking of talking with
God, telling him your thoughts, desires, longings and feelings. Be
yourself, you can't fool him. He loves you and accepts you as you are.
It is you he wants to hear not religious jargon.

Think of prayer as focussing God's power on a specific need,
remembering it is not your prayer but God's power that produces
results. Some use the illustration of the magnifying glass, the power
of the sun shining through and igniting the material.
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LEARN TO PRAY BY PRAYING
Someone asked me the question "But what should I call him?" My
answer was "I think he is more interested that you call than what you
call him but why not start with Father?"
You can give your life to him, if you have not already done so, when
you pray, you can say "Lord Jesus I am sorry for going my own way,
come into my life and be my saviour and Lord , thank you Jesus." Why
not use your own words and pray this prayer with someone.
Prayer is a constant continual conscious personal communion. Talking
is the essence of any relationship.
When you pray I would suggest you sit comfortably, relax and speak
naturally. Please remember to listen, before you start and during your
time with him, he may want to speak to you and guide your prayers. It
is at times useful to keep an open bible on your lap and read a little
every now and again. If you face a difficult situation and don't know
what to do allow him to guide you.
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ANSWERED PRAYERS
Talk to people who have experienced answers to prayer, there are
people in the church who have experienced amazing things through
God's power, some may call them miracles. Listen to them, do not
dismiss them for their truth will expand your faith.
Pay attention to how God answers your prayers, keeping a prayer
journal is a good way to keep track.

PRAY IN A GROUP
Listen to the prayers of others, learn and allow their prayers to expand
your relationship with God.
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Many people do not feel confident about praying in a group for the first
time, so write your prayer in your own words and read it out loud.
Remember it's OK to make a mistake or say the wrong word but you
should realise that God loves you and knows what you mean.
I have three rules of etiquette when praying in a group:
1. Keep prayers short and to the point, you should not try to pray about
everything but allow room for others and encourage others to
participate.
2. Remain in his presence, look to Jesus not at the circumstances and
be positive for that is where faith is found.
3. Be focussed, pray specifically as a team working together and your
unity will lead to amazing breakthroughs as you build prayer upon
prayer.
Remember you owe it to yourself to pray.
Church, together we can change our world one prayer at a time.
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Discovering Christmas
2nd Dec

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer meeting
‘Discovering a star’

9th Dec

9.30am
1030am

Prayer Meeting
Family Carol Service

16th Dec

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
‘Discovering peace’

6.00pm

Christmas Carol Service

23rd Dec

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
‘Discovering the Christ of
Christmas’

25th Dec

11.00am

Christmas Communion

30th Dec

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
‘Discovering Prayer’

FLOS, our children’s group,
meet during the
morning service
For more information contact Rev Nick Nundy:
Tel: 01953 880922 email: nick.nundy@watton.org
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
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