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Study by Roger
Christians are at war!
Spiritual warfare is not glamorous, nor is it for the professional few.
Every believer has a part to play and should be aware of what is
involved.
We might not see it, we might forget it’s there. But the enemy would
love nothing more than to fill our minds and hearts with discouragement
and defeat.
If you’re a believer who is living like salt and light in a dark world, you
won’t go for long without encountering obstacles and attacks the
enemy will in hurl your direction. And though we can’t stop his cruel
attacks, we don’t have to let him win. God reminds us in his word to
stay aware of the devil's schemes, to live alert in this world, and to stay
close to him.

Spiritual warfare is not
giving the devil more
attention or focusing too
much on his evil ways.
Biblical warfare is making
ourselves more
attentive to what God is
doing and remembering
to stand firm and let him
fight our hardest battles.
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"Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full
armour of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s
schemes." (Ephesians 6:10-11)
Paul writes the Ephesians a letter, a letter well worth the study, called
'the Queen of the Epistles.' In fact, Martyn Lloyd Jones preached every
Sunday morning for one year on one phrase in the letter, "in Christ" or
"in him" or "in the Lord." You can split the letter in two;
Chapters 1-3 = the doctrinal truth for life and living
Chapters 4-6 = The practical truth for living and life.
In our two verses Paul gives us some great practical guidance for
everyday living. But first let us look at what he means by the 'devil's
schemes'.
The word devil (Gk diabolos) means
a) accuser Someone who charges another with a shortcoming, error or
with wrong doing
b) calumniator Someone who knowingly makes a false statement about
another, defames or slanders them.
The word 'schemes' (Gk Methodia) means a method, skilful or
ingenious cunning, deceit or fraud.
I asked an Indian Pastor "Why don't we see in the west the same
manifestations of the enemy as they do there." He said "the enemy
doesn't need to in the west, his strategy to distract, dishearten and
discourage Christians by their lifestyle, wealth and abundance is
working".
So let us:
Keep Strong
Look at this week's
scripture and tell me,
we are to keep strong
where? Answer,
"Be strong in the Lord
and in his mighty power"
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If we but realised all that we have in Christ. Read chapter 1 of
Ephesians and be blessed.
a) every spiritual blessing in Christ
b) He chose us in him ... to be holy and blameless in his sight
c) In him we have redemption through his blood
I could go on but read it for yourself.
The devil's scheme is to cause you to forget your identity in Christ. Who
are you again? You are loved, you are chosen, you are a child of God.
Say it aloud! I am Loved, I am Chosen, I am a child of God.
Keep Safe
It is believed Paul dictates this letter from prison, chained to a Roman
soldier, so it is no wonder he uses the picture language to describe the
Roman soldier next to him.
He says, "Put on the full armour of God." Do not think for a moment he
speaks of physical armour. He is saying to every Christian to put on the
things they will need to live this new life in Christ.
TRUTH, the belt of truth held the tunic in place and from the belt the
sword hung, which gave freedom of movement. Others may guess and
grope; the Christian moves freely and quickly because he knows the
truth.
RIGHTEOUSNESS, the breastplate of righteousness, it is
righteousness that makes a man impregnable. Words are no defence
to an accusation but a good life is.
THE GOSPEL, sandals showed that
a soldier was equipped, and ready
to move. The desire to share the
gospel shows that the Christian is
equipped and is ready to serve.
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FAITH, can shield us from the temptation and the lies of the enemy and
enable us to walk close to Jesus.
SALVATION, remember it's not just something that looks back and says
we were pardoned on that day, it tells us we are pardoned, forgiven and
loved so that we can possess the future.
THE BIBLE, not only is a weapon of defence, it is also a weapon of
attack. It enables us to know victory and be an overcomer in the world in
which we walk, but most importantly it helps us, equips us and enables
us to walk closer to Jesus.
PRAYER, this is surely the greatest weapon of all. Paul says three
things we should remember: a) it must be constant, b) it must be intense, c) it must be unselfish. Prayer is simply a conversation with God,
where he speaks to us and we speak to him. I have often thought it sad
that some Christians are so busy talking to him, thinking about what they
are going to say, they never give God a chance to talk to them.
Keep Singing
People often forget that a good way to keep attentive to God is to praise
and worship him. When in a time of corporate worship, say on a Sunday
morning, think about what the words mean and keep singing every word.
Praise and worship is very like prayer.
It flows from a thankful heart to a Father who loves us.
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"But Shammah took his stand in the middle of the field. He defended it
and struck the Philistines down, and the Lord brought about a great
victory." (2 Samuel 23:12)
Shammah teaches us a wonderful lesson about spiritual warfare.
Remember the story, the Philistine had gathered together and attacked,
the Israelites fled and gave up ground. Shammah said I won't give up
even a pea patch to the enemy. He stood his ground and won a great
victory.
Lots of people today,
especially those who give
ground, would say it's only a
pea patch. It doesn't really
matter, just another drink, just
another biscuit, it's not worth
worrying about. I want to show
three ways we can take our
personal stand against the
schemes of the devil.
His Stand
Jesus took his stand for you. Let me show you three scriptures:
1. Matthew 4:1-11 The devil tempted Jesus but Jesus used the sword
of the Spirit, the word of God, to ward him off.
2. John 1: 29 "The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and
said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!"
Jesus took his stand by allowing himself to be a sacrifice so that
everyone and anyone who believed in him could have eternal life.
Jesus stood silent before his accusers, these calumniators who could
not even get their stories right.
3. John 14:15 “If you love me, keep my commands"
James refers to the commands of Jesus as the "royal law." Jesus not
only gave us a code to live by he also gave us the person of the Holy
Spirit to helps us, to comfort us and to guide us and equip us for life.
Jesus took his stand and said I love you - all this is for you.
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My Stand
My personal stand is not as dramatic or as noble, but each of us can
say 'I love others because he first loved me.'
All of us get tempted every now and again. Admitting to being tempted
isn't wrong and even if you act on the temptation it doesn't alter your
standing with God.
A simple example: I sometimes hear a voice in my head whisper
something like 'have another of those wonderful chocolate chip
cookies, it's OK no one will know, it won't do any harm.' This is when I
remember Shammah and shout aloud sometimes "not this pea patch
matey"; another good word to remember is "NO."

On an icy day, it is easy to
slip across the line between
right and wrong. It's easy to
forget to be kind, to slip into
anger, to get stuck in
unforgiveness.
Here are two tips for such times:
1. Don't walk on the ice, think before you step.
2. If you have to walk on the ice, hold out your hand because Jesus is
there to help you.
Our Stand
Our stand as a church is more difficult but Jesus has commanded us to
love one another. Our stand must be to not let competitiveness, or frustration or gossip to enter into our relationships. We must examine our
own hearts, think about our thinking, and see our relationship as a way
of telling the world that we belong to Jesus.
As we are tempted to step across the line between right and wrong let
us shout 'not this pea patch matey.'
Let us see the treasure and the joy in a relationship, in our personal
decision to do what is right, and to honour Jesus through our lifestyle.
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October meetings
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER
& BABY GROUP
9.30am - 11.15am : Cost £1

Friday morning

Tuesday evenings
7.00pm in the
Church.
9th October to 27th
November

10.00am - 12noon
Drop in to find
out more
about us!

See Nick or Graham

Watton & District Diabetes UK Group
Monday morning 8th October
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
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Meetings & Events

To discover a home
group that would
be right for you,
speak to a Pastor

1.
2.
3.

Tuesday morning
weekly
11.00am - 12noon
In the Church

Pray for the Alpha Course guests.
Pray for the Arise on Tour Refreshment Day at
King’s Lynn on 20th October.
Pray for our town of Watton, and those who
live there.

CAMERA CLUB
REFRESHMENT DAY

Thursday 4th
October,8.00pm

Cornerstone King’s
Lynn Baptist Church

‘Night Photography’

Sat. 20th October

Competition:

£15.00 including lunch
Please book

Altered Perspective
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"Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you." (James 4:7)
Words almost certainly written by James the Just, the brother of Jesus.
Tradition tells us that James did not become a believer until after the
resurrection when he had a private meeting with the risen Christ. What
a meeting that must have been and we can only guess at what was
said.
Tradition describes the death of James and gives an insight into the
man. It claims his success in commending the messianic claims of
Jesus aroused the Jews to hostile action. Set on a pinnacle of the
temple, he was called on to publically deny the messiah-ship of Jesus.
His reply was to declare that he saw Jesus sitting on the right hand of
power and about to come on the clouds of heaven. So they threw him
down and stoned him while he prayed, "I ask O Lord God and Father,
forgive them for they know not what they do." Then a fuller's club
hastened the relief of death.
It doesn't matter whether or not
these traditions are true, it gives
a picture of what people
thought of the man, his
character. This world tells us
more about building a career
than building a character but
I suggest that James was a
man of good standing.
The Battle within
"What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from
your desires that battle within you?" James 4:1
You have to just love the way that James gets right to the point.
Remember he is writing to Messianic Jews, that is those who believed
that you must become a Jew to be a Christian. They continued to
worship God in the old way, in fact, James 2:2 uses the Greek word for
synagogue to describe their meeting or assembly place. He was the
one who oversaw the transition of the church to accept Gentiles and no
longer be a sect of Judaism.
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He starts the chapter by saying inward battles always put you at war
with others. It is clear when you win the inward battle against
self-worth, doubts and self-abuse that you have an inner peace. Jesus
said love your neighbour as yourself, unfortunately many people don't
love themselves, they mistreat their bodies, belittle themselves and
sabotage their own future. Then they treat their neighbour in the same
way. Win the battle within, love yourself the way God loves you, and
love your neighbour in the same way.
James even gives us easy steps to win that inner victory.
Steps to our victory
These three easy steps will allow us, as Christians, to be at peace with
ourselves and at peace with God and others.
step 1 Submit to God
The Greek word used here for submit means to give yourself as a
subject, it is not being under compulsion but a free will act of submitting
to God. Allowing him to give you wisdom from above, which James
describes as; "But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all
pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and
good fruit, impartial and sincere."

There must be a sermon just from that verse, but think of it this way as
you consider your thoughts and attitudes in this inner battle. Does this
attitude plug into the world's wisdom or heaven's wisdom. Do the test;
ask yourself is this thought or attitude
pure, peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good
fruit, impartial and sincere. If it isn't then change your ways and plug
into the wisdom of heaven.
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Paul puts it another way when writing to the Romans, he says, "Don’t
copy the behaviour and customs of this world, but be a new and
different person with a fresh newness in all you do and think. Then you
will learn from your own experience how his ways will really satisfy
you." (12:2 TLB)
There is something truly wonderful about being loved; you may not be
able to feel his embrace but you can feel it through the embrace of
others. When my wife and I face an emotional trauma of any kind we
make eye contact, move together, embrace and hold each other. You
too can give yourself to God and allow him to hold you in his love.
step 2 resist the devil
Doing what is right before God is resisting the devil. The Greek word for
resist means to withstand, to oppose with determined effort, but I like to
think withstanding the enemy is more like standing with Jesus.
When I was a child I had ginger hair, I'm all white now. Other children
and even some adults thought it funny to call me 'ginger nut.' I hated it
and hated those who called me it. But Jesus taught me to forgive and
send away those hurts. It seems sometimes that the wisdom of this
world is to disparage, slander and attack anyone who is different. In
fact, even Christians of the past and in today's world still are known to
kill and hurt people who are different.
This is not the wisdom from above, it is not God's love in action. I would
suggest that we do not copy the behaviour and customs of this world,
but be that new and different person in Christ Jesus with a fresh newness in all we do and think, and love our neighbour.
step 3 draw near to God
This is really a wonderful
promise; 'Come near to
God and he will come
near to you.'
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When we draw near to God we come not as a sinner, or a fugitive under
compulsion, but as a much loved son. There is a wonderful illustration
that says "imagine a triumphant procession through the streets of Rome
with the Emperor in the lead and the crowds cheering. A boy tries to run
to the Emperor and a guard stops him saying, "you can't go out there
that's the Emperor." The boy's reply was "that may be your Emperor but
that's my daddy." The boy bursts through the crowd and runs to the
Emperor's chariot and when the Emperor sees his son he leaps from the
chariot and sweeps him up into his arms.

Make your aim to draw nearer to God.
Victory in God
What does victory in God really look like? The only way I can explain it
is by telling a story.
We were on a mission in India and we were staying in a beautiful hotel
on the edge of a high plateau. Each night that we rested our heads on
the pillow, the sound of the wind blowing would get louder, in truth it
sounded like an amplified scream just outside the window. This
happened, perhaps for two nights, then, a lady, a member of the team,
said perhaps we should pray against it. The team got together and
prayed. We submitted ourselves to God, drawing near to him in prayer
and in so doing we resisted the devil. That night the whole team slept a
refreshing renewing deep sleep, full of peace. The next morning the
whole team looked re-energised, refreshed and raring to go and do
God's work.
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You were dead in sins, and your sinful desires were not yet cut away.
Then he gave you a share in the very life of Christ, for he forgave all your
sins, and blotted out the charges proved against you, the list of his
commandments which you had not obeyed. He took this list of sins and
destroyed it by nailing it to Christ’s cross. In this way God took away
Satan’s power to accuse you of sin, and God openly displayed to the
whole world Christ’s triumph at the cross where your sins were all taken
away. (Colossians 2:13-15 TLB)
Christians often forget that it is not our goodness, or right thinking or
behaviour that gave us eternal life, it was through Jesus Christ alone, and
his sacrifice on the cross. We are justified by faith through grace and this
faith to believe is even a gift of God.
It is not about me, it is all about him and he, Jesus, has won the war. He
won it about 2000 years ago just outside Jerusalem. Let us examine what
Paul writes and look a bit deeper.
List of Sins Pardoned
The meaning of the Greek word for the 'list of sins' is simply autograph;
but there is a technical meaning which everyone would have understood
at the time, it is a note signed by the debtor acknowledging his
indebtedness. It is what we would call an I.O.U.
Men's sins counted and piled up in this vast list of debts to God. The
signature on the note is the acknowledgement of that debt and is related
to repentance. To understand the amazing mercy of God we must go a
little deeper.
By using the term nailing it to the cross, Paul was invoking the tradition of
the ancient world that when a law or ordinance was cancelled it was
fastened to a board and a nail driven clean though it. Justification means
not only are we pardoned completely but that we are also adopted into
God's family and become his children.

We can sing the song Amazing Grace
and mean every word.
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Enemy Disarmed and Displayed
"God took away Satan’s power to accuse you of sin"
The Greek word used for 'took away' means to strip a defeated foe of his
weapons and armour. Once and for all Jesus broke the power of Satan
(our adversary). He put them to shame and led them in a triumphant
parade at the cross.
The picture is of a triumphant Roman general. When a Roman general
had won a really notable victory, he was allowed to march his victorious
armies through the streets of Rome and behind him the kings and the
leaders and peoples he had vanquished. Paul is thinking of Jesus as a
kind of cosmic conqueror and in his triumphant procession are the
powers of evil, beaten forever, for everyone to see.
In these vivid pictures Paul sets out the total adequacy of the work of
Christ. Sin is forgiven and evil conquered; what else is necessary?
Christ's triumph at the Cross
The triumph of the cross is where the walk or life of the Christian begins.
Paul writes
So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your
lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you
were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.
See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive
philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual
forces of this world rather than on Christ. (Colossians 2:6-8 NIV)
We should be on guard against the deceits and strategies of the devil,
because although he has no power he is still behind the lies and deceits
he speaks into our mind and through others.
It is not that we can lose our pardon of sin or be rejected from God's
family, what Jesus did is absolute and forever. Rather we become like
the prodigal son who left the father's house and lived in a pigsty; yet even
he had the sense to come home.
Let us take up our cross and follow Jesus. Let us simply trust what Jesus
has done for us and run into the arms of our loving heavenly Father.
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It’s a war out there!
7th Oct

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer meeting
‘The full armour’

14th Oct

9.30am
1030am

Prayer Meeting
‘Take a stand’

21st Oct

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
Family Service
‘Submit to God’

28th Oct

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
‘Freedom through Christ’

FLOS, our children’s
group, meet during
the morning service

For more information contact Rev Nick Nundy:
Tel: 01953 880922 email: nick.nundy@watton.org
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
A member of Evangelical Alliance
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