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Study by Roger
Introduction
When you experience God's love its impact is life giving, it changes us
and gives us purpose and meaning. God's love is so overwhelming
sometimes it will make you cry, other times to laugh with joy and it will
empower you to love others.
There is nothing like it. If you have not experienced it - go to a place
where you can, come to church. The words of this song says it all for me:
Your love is amazing
Steady and unchanging
Your love is a mountain
Firm beneath my feet
Your love is a mystery
How You gently lift me
When I am surrounded
Your love carries me
Your love is surprising
I can feel it rising
All the joy that's growing
Deep inside of me
And every time I see you
All your goodness shines through
And I can feel this God song rising up in me
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah
Your love makes me sing
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah
Your love makes me sing
Are you singing yet?
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In trying to understand God's love we must first look at the Greek word
from the NT.
The verb 'agapao' and the corresponding noun 'agape' gives us the word
that most characterises Christianity, 'love', and since the Spirit of
revelation has used it to express ideas previously unknown, inquiry into
its use, whether in Greek literature or in the Septuagint, throws but little
light upon its distinctive meaning in the New Testament except however
for Leviticus 19:18 ; Deuteronomy 6:5 .
Agape and agapao are used in the New Testament:
(a) to describe the attitude of God toward His Son, John 17:26 ; the
human race, generally, John 3:16 ; Romans 5:8 ; and to such as believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ, particularly, John 14:21 ;
(b) to convey His will to His children concerning their attitude one toward
another, John 13:34 , and toward all men, 1 Thessalonians 3:12 ;
1 Corinthians 16:14 ; 2 Peter 1:7 ;
(c) to express the essential nature of God, 1 John 4:8.
Love can be known only from the actions it prompts. God's love is seen
in the gift of His Son, 1 John 4:9,10 . But obviously this is not the love of
complacency, or affection, that is, it was not drawn out by any excellence
in its objects, Romans 5:8 . It was an exercise of the Divine will in
deliberate choice, made without assignable cause save that which lies
in the nature of God Himself.
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Love had its perfect expression among men in the Lord Jesus Christ,
2 Corinthians 5:14 ; Ephesians 2:4 ; 3:19 ; 5:2 ; Christian love is the
fruit of His Spirit in the Christian, Galatians 5:22 .
In respect of agapao as used of God, it expresses the deep and
constant "love" and interest of a perfect Being towards entirely
unworthy objects, producing and fostering a reverential "love" in them
towards the Giver, and a practical "love" towards those who are
partakers of the same, and a desire to help others to seek the Giver.
Receive it
You may ask and rightly, why is it that many people today do not
experience God's love? The bible tells us that we must receive God's
love and we can only do that through Jesus Christ.
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only
Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that
we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins.(1 John 4:9-10)
People tend to fall into several categories;
1) Those who do not recognise or appreciate the general love of God
towards mankind and do not realise this love requires a response.
2) Those who obtain a metaphorical glimpse of this love of God and
either respond inappropriately pursuing the mystical, or respond in part
by attending church for instance, or simply reject his love because it
cuts across their natural inclination or world view.

3) Those who experience
that love and despite their
personal unworthiness and
lack of understanding give
themselves to Jesus Christ
and make him their Lord and
personal Saviour through
prayer.
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Renew it
We have to live in his love, in the book of Revelation it says of the
church in Ephesus "You have forsaken the love you had at first."
Here are a few ways we can live in his love but there are many more:
1) Attend a church with a view to joining it and building relationships.
2) Worship God with other believers. Sing worship songs thinking about
the words.
3) Pray by yourself out loud so that you hear what you say.
4) Read the bible and then "pause, and think about what you have
read."
5) Talk about what you have read with other believers.
Reveal it
You can reveal God's love by loving other people, being kind and
generous. We can also reveal God's love by openly showing and
declaring that we follow Jesus by baptism for instance.
Have you determined to follow Jesus and make him your personal Lord
and Saviour?
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We often see John 3:16 quoted by Christians and it is indeed a
wonderful insight into God's love. However let us take a moment to look
at the verse in its place in the text as a whole.
John chapter 3 tells us that Nicodemus, a member of the ruling council,
came to Jesus at night, perhaps secretly. He recognised Jesus came
from God and that the miracles he had done proved that Jesus did
indeed come from God.
verse 3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom
of God unless they are born again (or born from above).
Verse 13-15 "No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who
came from heaven—the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the snake
in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up that everyone
who believes may have eternal life in him."
Verse 16-18 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already
because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only
Son."
In the first 21 verses of John 3 Jesus clearly explains to Nicodemus how
he would be crucified as a sacrifice, for those who believed in him and
his sacrifice to have eternal life, this gracious act flowing from God's love
for an undeserving you and me.
There are four words that
theologians often use to
explain this amazing act of
love. They are redemption,
regeneration, justification,
and sanctification.
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Redemption
Redemption is a concept found in the Old Testament to express the
action of a relative in setting a member of his family free or buying back
his property (Leviticus 25:25ff) or in general that of purchasing something
for a price. The ransom-price is paid to secure the release of what would
otherwise be under forfeit.
The Old Testament also speaks of God acting as a redeemer by
powerfully delivering his people from captivity (Exodus 6:6-7 and Isaiah
48:20). A ransom may also be paid to God in the form of a sacrifice or
offering, to deliver people whose lives would otherwise be forfeit
(Exodus 13:13).
In the New Testament the starting point for the use of this concept is
found in the sayings of Jesus, which state that no-one can give anything
in exchange for his life (Mark 8:36-37), but the Son of Man to give his life
as a ransom for many (Mark 10:45). Jesus does what God alone can do
by giving his own life, and the use of the noun 'Lytron' in the Greek
makes it quite clear that he gives his life in exchange for those whose life
is forfeit and thus sets them free.
The death of Jesus is therefore seen as the sacrifice through which we
are set free from our sins and their consequences, in other words through
which we receive forgiveness.
Do you remember that old hymn.
There is a redeemer
Jesus, God's own Son
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah
Holy One
Jesus my redeemer
Name above all names
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah
Oh, for sinners slain
Thank you, oh my father
For giving us Your Son
And leaving Your Spirit
'Til the work on Earth is done
When I stand in Glory
I will see His face
And there I'll serve my King forever
In that Holy Place
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Regeneration
Regeneration or new birth describes the inner renewal by the Spirit of God,
which takes place when a person becomes a Christian. In a restricted
sense it denotes that act of God by which the principle of the new life is
implanted in man, and the governing disposition of the soul is made holy.
The biblical teaching on regeneration includes the following emphasis:
1) It is not the result of human endeavour, but a creative act of God's Spirit.
2) It is a once for all event, in which God substantially intervenes in a
person's life.
3) It involves being added to the family of God; the regenerated person
becomes a child of God, and is also incorporated into the fellowship of the
children of God.
Scripture leaves no doubt as to the absolute necessity of regeneration, but
asserts it in the clearest terms, John 3:3, 5, 7; I Cor. 2:14; Gal. 6:15. This
follows from the fact that we are by nature dead in trespasses and sin, and
must be endowed with new spiritual life, in order to enjoy the divine favour
and communion with God.

Justification
Justification may be defined as that legal act of God by which He declares
the sinner righteous on the basis of the perfect righteousness of Jesus
Christ. It takes place outside of the sinner in the tribunal of God, removes
the guilt of sin, and is an act which is complete at once and for all time.
There are two elements in justification, namely:
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(a) The forgiveness of sins on the basis of the righteousness of Jesus
Christ. The pardon granted applies to all sins, past, present, and future,
and therefore does not admit of repetition, Ps. 103: 12; Isa. 44:22;
Rom. 5:21; 8:1, 32-34; Heb. 10:14. This does not mean that we need
no more pray for forgiveness, for the consciousness of guilt remains,
creates a feeling of separation, and makes it necessary to seek
repeatedly the comforting assurance of forgiveness, Ps. 25:7; 32:5;
51:1; Matt. 6:12; Jas. 5:15; I John 1:9.
(b) The adoption as children of God. In justification God adopts
believers as His children, that is, places them in the position of children
and gives them all the rights of children, including the right to an eternal
inheritance, Rom. 8:17; I Pet. 1:4. This legal sonship of believers
should be distinguished from their moral sonship through regeneration
and sanctification. Both are indicated in the following passages: John
1:12, 13; Rom. 8:15, 16; Gal. 4:5, 6.
The usual representation is that we are justified by faith. This implies
that it takes place at the time when we accept Christ by faith. Faith is
called the instrument or the appropriating organ of justification. By faith
man appropriates, that is, takes unto himself, the righteousness of
Christ, on the basis of which he is justified before God.
Sanctification
Sanctification may be defined as that gracious and continuous operation of the Holy Spirit by which, He purifies the sinner, renews his whole
nature in the image of God, and enables him to perform good works. It
differs from justification in that it takes place in the inner life of man, is
not a legal but a re-creative act, is usually a lengthy process, and never
reaches perfection in this life. While it is very decidedly a supernatural
work of God, the believer can and should co-operate in it by a diligent
use of the means which God has placed at his disposal.
Sanctification naturally leads to a life of good works. These may be
called the fruits of sanctification. Good works are not perfect works, but
works that spring from the principle of love to God, that are done in
conscious conformity to the revealed will of God, and have as their final
aim the glory of God.
So understanding the theology, or singing the hymn, is not the same as
living the exciting new life we have in Jesus Christ.
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For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as
children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness,
righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord.
(Ephesians 5:8-10)
WOW! Please note that Paul doesn't say, I was in darkness, he says,
I was darkness. OK so if you knew me before I became a Christian you
might agree with Paul. But remember he says you were darkness too
before you became a Christian.
In the same way we are now light and light is known by its effect on its
surroundings. When the light of Christ shines in the lives of believers it
produces benevolence, fairness and integrity.

Goodness (or Benevolence)
Goodness (agathosune) is a certain generosity of spirit. It signifies
that moral quality which is used, in the NT, of regenerate persons and
describes that which, being "good" in its character or constitution.
The word translated benevolence is a word that comes from the Latin
and is literally to 'well wish' someone, that is to want the best for
someone.
Matthew 5:16 tells us that the light of our good works should be seen.
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There are two important things to see here.
(i) The good deeds of the Christian must not only be good; they must
also be attractive. There must be a certain winsomeness in Christian
goodness. The tragedy of so much so-called goodness is that in it there
is an element of hardness and coldness and austerity. There is a
goodness which attracts and a goodness which repels. There is a
charm in true Christian goodness which makes it a lovely thing.
(ii) It is further to be noted that our good deeds ought to draw attention,
not to ourselves, but to God. This saying of Jesus is a total prohibition
of what someone has called "theatrical goodness."
At a conference at which D. L. Moody was present there were also
present some young people who took their Christian faith very
seriously. One night they held an all night prayer meeting. As they were
leaving it in the morning they met Moody, and he asked them what they
had been doing. They told him; and then they went on: "Mr. Moody, see
how our faces shine." Moody answered very gently: "Moses wist not
that his face shone." That goodness which is conscious, which draws
attention to itself, is not the Christian goodness.
One of the old historians wrote of Henry the Fifth after the Battle of
Agincourt: "Neither would he suffer any ditties to be made and sung by
the minstrels of his glorious victory, for that he would wholly have the
praise and thanks altogether given to God." The Christian never thinks
of what he has done, but of what God has enabled him to do. He never
seeks to draw the eyes of men to himself, but always to direct them to
God. So long as men are thinking of the praise, the thanks, the prestige
which they will get for what they have done, they have not really even
begun on the Christian way.
Righteousness (or sometimes translated Fairness)
The Greeks themselves defined righteousness (dikaiosune) as "giving
to men and to God that which is their due." Now the very first thing that
is due to a fellow man in the Christian life is sympathy and
consideration; the moment we become a Christian the feelings of the
other man become more important than our own; Christianity means
putting others first and self last. We cannot give a man what is due to
him and do what we like. We are to act justly, that is treating people
equally, not discriminating against anyone because of background,
ethnicity, gender, etc..
Continued on p.14.
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July meetings
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER
& BABY GROUP
Thursday mornings during term time

9.30am - 11.15am : Cost £1

FUNDRAISING
BARBECUE
Saturday 14th July
Friday morning

11.00am - 2.00pm

10.00am - 12noon

Watton Pentecostal
Church

Drop in to find
out more
about us!

Please see Flora for
details

Watton & District Diabetes UK Group
Monday morning 9th July
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
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Meetings & Events

To discover a home
group that would
be right for you,
speak to a Pastor

Tuesday morning
weekly
11.00am - 12noon
In the Church

1.

Pray for the fundraising barbecue
on 14th July.

2.

Pray for gifted people to join the
Worship Group.

3.

Pray for those who live in Watton and
the surrounding area.

CAMERA CLUB
Thursday 5th July,8.00pm
Competition - ‘Living Memories’
photo and memory
All welcome * join us and invite others *
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It is "the character or quality of being right or just;" it was formerly spelled
"rightwiseness," which clearly expresses the meaning.
Paul often uses the word not in a moral or intellectual way but also to
mean right action. But for the most part he uses it of that gracious gift of
God to men whereby all who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ are
brought into right relationship with God. This righteousness is
unattainable by obedience to any law, or by any merit of man's own, or
any other condition than that of faith in Christ.
Truth ( or Integrity)
Truth (aletheia) in the New Testament is not thought simply an
intellectual thing to be grasped with the mind; it is moral truth, not only
something to be known but something to be done. The Greek word
literally means non-concealment and as such means a sincerity and
honesty that impacts the character and shows what we call today
integrity.
We must remember that character is much better kept than recovered.
The Titanic, an opulent, cruise ship sank in 1912 on its first voyage, from
England to New York. Fifteen hundred people died in the worst maritime
disaster of the time.
The most widely held theory was that the ship hit an iceberg, which
opened a huge gash in the side of the liner. But an international team of
divers and scientists recently used sound waves to probe the wreckage,
buried in the mud under two-and-a-half miles of water. Their discovery?
The damage was surprisingly small. Instead of the huge gash, they
found six relatively narrow slits across the six watertight holds. Small
damage, invisible to most, can sink not only a great ship but a great
reputation.
Let us ensure that we shine as individuals and as a church. The light
which Christ brings makes us useful citizens of this world; it makes us
men and women who never fail in duty, human or divine; it makes us
strong to do that which we know is true.
Allow the love of God to transform you, do not fight it, but let your
response to his love lead you to love God and other people with the
same passion.
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1 John 4:19 "We love because he first loved us."
The love of God is empowering but that power brings with it obligations of
love and a duty to love. Love has been described as unconquerable
benevolence which means the determination of the will to well wish, want
the best, for someone and that determination not be altered by the action
or the attitudes of the recipient of the visible acts of love.
The Pharisees tried to catch Jesus out (Matthew 22:34-40)
Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got
together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question:
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.
And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ All the Law
and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
Then Jesus asked them a question, “What do you think about the
Messiah? Whose son is he?” (Matthew 22:42). Only Jesus was not trying
to catch them out, he was trying to direct them to a correct answer.
Love God
“‘Love the Lord your
God with all your
heart and with all
your soul and with all
your mind"

We may well say that here Jesus laid down the complete definition of
religion.
Religion consists in loving God. The verse which Jesus quotes is
Deuteronomy 6:5. That verse was part of the Shema, the basic and
essential creed of Judaism, the sentence with which every Jewish
service still opens, and the first text which every Jewish child commits
to memory.
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It means that to God we must give a total love, a love which dominates our
emotions, a love which directs our thoughts, and a love which is the
dynamic of our actions. All religion starts with the love which is total
commitment of life to God.
To be truly religious is to love God and to love the men whom God made
in his own image; and to love God and man, not with a nebulous
sentimentality, but with that total commitment which issues in devotion to
God and practical service of men.
Love self
"Love your neighbour as yourself"
If you truly love God you will love others because he first loved you,
empowering you to live in love. However many Christians miss the fact
that they must love themselves and with that measure, love their
neighbour. Jesus teaches in Matthew 7 So in everything, do to others
what you would have them do to you.
As Christians we must learn to;

…

..

1) Forgive ourselves
The love which has not learned to forgive cannot do anything else but
shrivel and die. For that very reason all enduring love must be built on
forgiveness, for without forgiveness it is bound to die.
Think of how Jesus loved and forgave his disciples. Their leader was to
deny him. They were all to forsake him in his hour of need. They never, in
the days of his flesh, really understood him. They were blind and
insensitive, slow to learn, and lacking in understanding. In the end they
were craven cowards. But Jesus held nothing against them; there was no
failure which he could not forgive.
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Therefore, copy Jesus who has already forgiven you and forgive yourself.
2) Be gracious with ourselves
Always avoid perfectionism. Some people have trouble accepting
anything less than perfection from themselves. When we think we are a
living temple of the Holy Spirit remember that the temple was made with
uncut stones that were not; consistent, unvarying, similar, even,
matching, regular, constant, identical.
Do what you need to do to discover the person that God says you are,
meditate on who the bible says you are in Christ, and enjoy life;
remember Jesus died so you could live life to the full.
3) Not condemn ourselves
Discard your negative filter. Focusing only on the negatives in your life is
a bad habit. Excessive focus on negative or less favourable events in
your life can make these events seem disproportionately important.
Think, the man who never made a mistake never made anything, we will
never have failed if we learn along the way.
Never call yourself names. Calling yourself a name is reducing yourself
from a human to a single element of yourself that you do not like. Be
gentle with yourself as you would be with your neighbour.
We must learn to live in
the love of God so that
we can love our
neighbour in the same
way that we love
ourselves.

17

Love Neighbour
Love your neighbour as yourself
The second commandment which Jesus quotes comes from Leviticus
19:18. Our love for God must issue in love for men. But it is to be noted
in which order the commandments come; it is love of God first, and love
of man second. It is only when we love God that man becomes lovable.
The Biblical teaching about man is not that man is a collection of
chemical elements, not that man is part of the brute creation, but that
man is made in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27). It is for that
reason that man is lovable. The true basis of all democracy is, in fact,
the love of God. Take away the love of God and we can become angry
at man the un-teachable; we can become pessimistic about man the
un-improvable; we can become callous to man the machine-minder.
The love of man is firmly grounded in the love of God.
Therefore love extravagantly.
Love one another
A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so
you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:34)
Jesus was laying down his farewell commandment to his disciples. The
time was short; if they were ever to hear his voice they must hear it
now. He was going on a journey on which none might accompany him;
he was taking a road that he had to walk alone; and before he went, he
gave them the commandment that they must love one another as he
had loved them. What does this mean for us, and for our relationships
with our fellow-men? How did Jesus love his disciples?
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1. He loved his disciples selflessly. Even in the noblest human love
there remains some element of self. We so often think--maybe
unconsciously--of what we are to get. We think of the happiness we will
receive, or of the loneliness we will suffer if love fails or is denied. So
often we are thinking: What will this love do for me? So often at the
back of things it is our happiness that we are seeking. But Jesus never
thought of himself. His one desire was to give himself and all he had for
those he loved.
2. Jesus loved his disciples sacrificially. There was no limit to what his
love would give or to where it would go. No demand that could be made
upon it was too much. If love meant the Cross, Jesus was prepared to
go there. Sometimes we make the mistake of thinking that love is
meant to give us happiness. So in the end it does, but love may well
bring pain and demand a cross.
3. Jesus loved his disciples understandingly. He knew his disciples
through and through. We never really know people until we have lived
with them. When we are meeting them only occasionally, we see them
at their best. It is when we live with them that we find out their moods
and their irritabilities and their weaknesses. Jesus had lived with his
disciples day in and day out for many months and knew all that was to
be known about them--and he still loved them. Sometimes we say that
love is blind. That is not so, for the love that is blind can end in nothing
but bleak and utter disillusionment. Real love is open-eyed. It loves, not
what it imagines a man to be, but what he is. The heart of Jesus is big
enough to love us as we are.
Mother Teresa said, "Let us always meet each other with smile, for the
smile is the beginning of love." Let us practice this teaching.
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All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.
(Matthew 22:40)
Much of our understanding
depends on the translation
of the word 'hang' from the
Greek. Vines explains in
Matthew 22:40, of the
dependence of "the Law
and the prophets" upon the
one great principle of love to
God and one's neighbour
(as a door "hangs" on a
hinge, or as articles "hang"
on a nail).

The Living Bible translates this verse as follows:
"All the other commandments and all the demands of the prophets
stem from these two laws and are fulfilled if you obey them. Keep only
these and you will find that you are obeying all the others."
While this interpretation is valid, others take a different view.
Some say Jesus was not abandoning the 613 laws of the scribes or the
rabbinical approach to the requirements of the prophets.
others say
that the whole law and the prophetic tradition should be interpreted
through the lens of these two commands.
again others suggest
that love doesn't take priority over the law, while holding that a religion
without love is sterile and empty.
20

So let us review what we have discovered over the past four weeks:
God's love demands a response
1 John 4:20 says, "Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or
sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom
they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen."
We are not speaking of the love of complacency, or affection, or
sentimentality, that is, drawn out by any excellence in the person loved.
It was an exercise of the will in deliberate choice, made without
assignable cause save that which lies in God's love towards us.
It is the explanation of free-will. Unless love is a free response it is not
love. Had God been only law he could have created a world in which
men moved like automata, having no more choice than a machine. But,
if God had made men like that, there would have been no possibility of
a personal relationship between him and them. Love is, of necessity,
the free response of the heart; and, therefore, God, by a deliberate act
of self-limitation, had to endow men with free will.
The free-will to desire the best for other people, to put their wellbeing
first.
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God's love demands discipline
Again John tells us "Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an
example that you should do as I have done for you." John 14:14-15
Jesus knew his hour had come and the victory he would wrought. Such
a consciousness might well have filled him with pride; and yet, with the
knowledge of the power and the glory that were his, he washed his
disciples' feet. At that moment when he might have had supreme pride,
he had supreme humility.
Love is always like that. When,
for example, someone falls ill,
the person who loves him will
perform the most menial services
and delight to do them, because
love is like that. Sometimes men
feel that they are too distinguished to do the humble things,
too important to do some menial
task. Jesus was not so. He knew
that he was Lord of all, and yet
he washed his disciples' feet.
We have already seen that in John we have always to be looking for
two meanings, the meaning which lies on the surface and the meaning
which is beneath the surface. In this story there is undoubtedly a
second meaning. On the surface it is a dramatic and unforgettable
lesson in humility. But there is more to it than that.
There is one very difficult passage. At first Peter refuses to allow Jesus
to wash his feet. Jesus tells him that unless he accepts this washing,
he will have no part with him. Peter then begs that not only his feet, but
his hands and his head should also be washed. But Jesus tells him that
it is enough that his feet should be washed. The difficult sentence and
the one with an inner meaning, is: "He who has been bathed has need
only to have his feet washed."
The point is this. It was the custom that before people went to a feast
they bathed themselves. When they came to the house of their host,
they did not need to be bathed again; all they needed was to have their
feet washed. The washing of the feet was the ceremony which
preceded entry into the house where they were to be guests. It was
what we might call the washing of entry into the house.
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So Jesus says to Peter: "It is not the bathing of your body that you require.
That you can do for yourself. What you need is the washing which marks
entry into the household of the faith." This explains another thing. Peter at
first is going to refuse to allow Jesus to wash his feet. Jesus says that if he
does, he will have no part in him. It is as if Jesus said: "Peter, are you going
to be too proud to let me do this for you? If you are, you will lose everything."
The discipline of humility and service is something to learn. Jesus said " I
have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you." Think
how his love first received you, and made you welcome.
God's love demands we follow him into the way of love
The Apostle of love John writes, When Jesus spoke again to the people, he
said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)
Whoever follows Me
Jesus gave an exhortation under the idea that He is the light of the world. To
follow Christ is to believe Him. The one who follows Christ has light to guide
him.
“Follows” here is the daily experiential walk with the Lord. The walk is to be
in the sphere of light.
Will never walk in darkness,
To “walk” in darkness is to live in it as a way or course of life. The double
negative in the Greek makes the emphatic statement that Jesus’ followers
will never walk in darkness because they will have the “light of life.” Jesus
will always reveal the truth about God.
But will have the light of life.
“Have” is the language of promise. Believers have a light that lasts forever.
We have a light that never ends. The light that Jesus gives awakens eternal
life. Christ will always bring light to the life of His followers. “Of life” defines
the promised light. It is a life free from death. As darkness and death go together, so life and light go together.
God's love certainly has high expectations, but these expectation can be
met by every Christian. Respond to his love by loving others not simply out
of duty but as a free-will choice. In humility serve Jesus by serving one
another from a heart of love. Finally let us not only follow the example of
Jesus but also take up our cross and follow him along the way of love.
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The Love of God
1st July

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer meeting
‘ The Love of God is…’

8th July

9.30am
1030am

Prayer Meeting
‘The love of God is
redemptive’

15th July

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
Family Service

22nd July

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
‘The love of God is
empowering’

29th July

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
‘The love of God has high
expectations’

FLOS, our children’s
group, meet during
the morning service

For more information contact Rev Nick Nundy:
Tel: 01953 880922 email: nick.nundy@watton.org
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
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