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Study by Tina

INTRODUCTION
Have you ever asked anyone if they know they're going to
heaven and they say “I hope so”, even if they've asked Jesus into
their lives as Saviour and Lord? That's sad and an indication that
they don't have the assurance of their salvation. This month we're
going to look at how we can have the assurance that we will
spend eternity in heaven with Jesus.
We're also going to look at what hope is and what it means to us
as Christians. Our hope as Christians isn't a vague thing, it's
based on what Jesus did and said during his earthly ministry.
The New Testament word for hope has two main meanings; the
first is "favourable and confident expectation". It has to do with
the unseen and the future. The second is a verb and may be
translated "to trust."
Paul in Romans 4 tells us that Abraham received righteousness
not through the law but by faith. The promise was his because he
trusted God.
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The recent Alpha course at the church highlighted that many outside of
the church do not know the way to heaven and that even Christians
can be unsure of their destiny. So let's make it clear that we can be
absolutely sure we are going to heaven and that this isn't a feelings
based or even an obedience based thing but it's based on a promise
from God, that we appropriate through Jesus so we might be a part of
his divine plan of love for the world.
The Promise
"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life."
(John 3:16)
This promise tells us that the initiative for salvation lies with God.
Sometimes Christianity is presented in such a way that it sounds as if
God had to be pacified, as if he had to be persuaded to forgive.
Sometimes people have a picture of a stern, angry, unforgiving God
and a gentle, loving, forgiving Jesus. But this verse tells us that it all
started with God. It was God who sent his Son, and he sent him
because he loved mankind. He sent him because he loves you and me.
The promise tells us that the centre of God's being is love. The
tremendous thing about this verse is that it shows us God acting not for
his own sake, but for ours. God is the Father who cannot be happy until
his wandering children have come home.
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The promise tells us of the width of the love of God. It was the world
that God so loved. It was not a nation; it was not the good people; it
was not only the people who loved him; it was the world. The unlovable
and the unlovely, the lonely who have no one else to love them, the
man who loves God and the man who never thinks of him, the man
who rests in the love of God and the man who spurns it - all are
included in this vast inclusive love of God. We're included, it was you
and me that he loved. As Augustine said: "God loves each one of us as
if there was only one of us to love."
The Prayer
“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice
and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they
with me.” (Revelation 3: 20)
God has initiated through his love. He knocks on the door of our hearts,
he calls each of us individually and it is for each of us individually to
invite him in. We accept his invitation through an act of prayer, asking
Jesus to take control and to be our Saviour and Lord.
Think about the story of the car and inviting Jesus to accompany you
on your journey through life. In the story the question is asked:
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1. Is Jesus in the boot of the car, only got out on Sunday but ignored for
the rest of the journey?
2. Is Jesus a passenger in the car, where you remain in control of the
direction you take in life?
3. Is Jesus in the driving seat of your life taking you in the direction and
into the experiences he has planned for you?
When you pray you set in time the moment that Jesus took control of
your destiny and a time when your destination changed for ever. The
day I accepted Jesus my direction changed and my journey started for
home with God.
The Plan
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
(Jeremiah 29:11)
Jesus is the man with a plan and he has a plan for you which will give
you a wonderful future that you can be confident about. We don't
always know what his plan is; very often is unfolds over time, as he
works in our lives and we remain faithful to him. He takes us one step
at a time, revealing his plan as we continue in our Christian walk. One
thing we can be sure of is that he loves us unconditionally and only has
good gifts for us. When opportunities present themselves, let's do what
that song says, say “Yes Lord, yes Lord, yes yes Lord.”
My advice is grasp the promise, say the prayer and become part of the
plan through Jesus Christ as part of his church. As you do, you can be
sure you'll be going to heaven to spend eternity with him.
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We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters
the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, (Hebrews 6:19)
My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest frame
But holly trust is Jesus' name
Christ alone, Cornerstone
Weak made strong in the Savior's love
Through the storm
He is Lord
Lord of all
When darkness seems to hide His face
I rest on His unchanging grace
In every high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil
My anchor holds within the veil
Christ alone, Cornerstone
Weak made strong in the Savior's love
Through the storm
He is Lord
Lord of all
He is Lord
Lord of all, Christ alone
Jesus, our Cornerstone
“Consequently, you are no longer
foreigners and strangers, but
fellow citizens with God’s people
and also members of his
household, built on the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, with
Christ Jesus himself as the chief
cornerstone. In him the whole
building is joined together and
rises to become a holy temple in
the Lord.” (Ephesians 2:19-21)
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Paul says that Christ Jesus is the chief cornerstone, a Greek word
'akrogoniaios', which denotes the stone that is "a beginning" (its usual
meaning), "first in time, order, or place." They were laid so as to give
strength to the two walls with which they were connected. So Christ
unites Jew and Gentile, God and mankind.
Think of it, you stand because Jesus strengthens you, no matter what
comes against you, no matter what circumstances you face you can
come through it because Jesus strengthens you.
I can remember my first trip to India on short term mission. There were
so many reasons not to go – the heat, the noise, my problem with
claustrophobia, but I knew God wanted me to go and he'd told me that
there were things I had to overcome on this trip. The first weekend we
had to attend the funeral of Pastor Jackson's 12 year old son. The
church was packed wall to wall and more and more people kept coming
in. I had to sit in one corner of the platform not near any exits – I felt
trapped, I couldn't get out. What could I do? I prayed “Jesus help me to
cope with this, help me to overcome this.” And he did – since then I
haven't had such a problem with claustrophobia.
Jesus our Anchor
Our hope isn't a wishy, washy hope. I might say that I hope the sun
shines tomorrow but I can't be certain that it will. But Hebrews 6:19
says, “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.”
Imagine the ship's crew
drops the anchor. The
trust they put in that
anchor is not some vague
hope but a trust based in
their experience and the
teaching they have
received. They would
have been kept safe by
this very anchor
hundreds of times before.
So it is with Jesus, as we
walk with him and talk
with him our trust is
strengthened.
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Continued on page 10

June meetings
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER
& BABY GROUP
Thursday mornings during term time

9.30am - 11.15am : Cost £1

ARISE WOMEN’S
Friday morning

Weekend
Conference

10.00am - 12noon
Drop in to find
out more
about us!

1st -3rd June at
Belsey Bridge
Conference Centre.

Watton & District Diabetes UK Group
Monday morning 11th June
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
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Meetings & Events

To discover a home
group that would
be right for you,
speak to a Pastor

Tuesday morning
weekly
11.00am - 12noon
In the Church

1.

Pray for our Arise Women’s Conference

2.

Pray for our midweek home groups.

3.

Pray for the four areas of our VISION:
* Worship God * Sharing the Good News
* Caring for people * Developing people

CAMERA CLUB
Thursday 7th June,8.00pm

‘Living Memories’ Alan Scrymgeour
will do a short presentation
and workshop
Competition - ‘Capturing movement’
All welcome * join us and invite others *
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A ship's anchor is very important. When the ship stops the anchor is
lowered down to keep it steady and secure, and it cannot be blown
about by stormy weather. It's the same for us, if we make Jesus our
anchor, he holds us steady and secure throughout the storms of life
which may come our way.
Many people have a song which is very meaningful to them and that
has seen them through difficult times. For me Cornerstone was the
song that became very special when two of my brothers were ill with
cancer at the same time. Each time I sang “Christ alone, Cornerstone,
Weak made strong in the Savior's love, Through the storm, He is Lord,
Lord of all”, those words uplifted me and reminded me that whatever
happened, he is Lord, Lord of all. I felt like I was in a high and stormy
gale but my anchor, Jesus, was holding me. One of my brothers
thankfully made an amazing recovery, but sadly the other died.
Knowing that Jesus was holding me enabled me to write and read a
tribute to Tony at his funeral.
Jesus our High Priest
“With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. The curtain of the temple was
torn in two from top to bottom.” (Mark 37-38)
When Jesus died on the cross, the curtain in the temple was torn from
top to bottom. Previously only the high priest was able to enter into that
inner sanctuary and then only once a year.
Imagine being the High Priest standing there with trepidation waiting to
go through the veil into the sanctuary and the curtain is torn from top to
bottom in front of you, opening the way for you walk into the very
presence of God in the sanctuary. How amazing.
Jesus' death removes that
barrier, now we can all enter the
inner sanctuary in Jesus Christ
the High Priest. What does that
mean for us? It means that we
can draw near to God ourselves,
we can approach the Father
ourselves, through Jesus, our
hope, our cornerstone, our
anchor, our high priest.
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“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you,
you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing." (John 15:5)
Jesus paints a wonderful word-picture in John 15 when he speaks about
the true vine, the branches and the fruit in John 15:1-5.
Over and over again in the Old Testament, Israel is pictured as the vine
or the vineyard of God. "The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel"
(Isaiah 5:1-7). The vine had actually become the symbol of the nation of
Israel. One of the glories of the Temple was the great golden vine upon
the front of the Holy Place. The vine was part and parcel of Jewish
imagery, and the very symbol of Israel.
The True Vine
In our passage Jesus calls himself the true vine. His disciples would
instantly understand his picture language. The vine was grown all over
Israel and it's a plant that needs a great deal of attention if the best fruit
is to be got out of it. The vine can't produce the crop of which it's capable
without drastic pruning. Jesus said: "You think that because you belong
to the nation of Israel you are a branch of the true vine of God. But the
nation is a degenerate vine, as all your prophets saw. It is I who am the
true vine. The fact that you are a Jew will not save you. The only thing
that can save you is to have an intimate living fellowship with me, for I
am the vine of God and you must be branches joined to me."

Jesus was saying that it's not Jewish blood but faith in him that is the
way to God's salvation. No external qualification can put a man right
with God; only receiving Jesus Christ can do that.
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The Branches
Jesus is saying that some of his followers are lovely fruit-bearing
branches of himself; others are useless because they bear no fruit.
Who was Jesus thinking of when he spoke of the fruitless branches?
There are two answers.
First, he was thinking of the Jews. They were branches of God's vine.
Was that not the picture that prophet after prophet had drawn? But they
refused to listen to him; they refused to accept him; therefore they were
withered and useless branches.
Second, he was thinking of something more general. He was thinking
of people whose Christianity consisted of going to church without ever
asking Jesus to be their personal Saviour. They go to church without
being a part of it, they are all words without action because they are not
in the vine.
Abiding in Jesus, or staying connected to Jesus, means that we draw
all the sustenance we need from him, all the strength we need, his
loveliness, his generosity, his holiness, his faithfulness, in fact
everything we need to follow him and his example, because without
him we can do nothing.
Let us determine not to be withered and useless branches, rather let us
be fruit-bearing branches, showing ourselves to be disciples of Jesus.
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The Fruit
What is the fruit that Jesus is talking about? Abiding in Christ makes
me a fruitful branch, allowing me to be blessed and receive the
promises of God. Then I pass on that blessing to others.
A good disciple of Jesus
enriches his life by staying
connected to him. Then he
enriches the life of others;
abiding in Christ allows the
love of God to be shown to
others. We show ourselves
to be disciples of Jesus by
the fruit that is displayed in
our lives, bringing glory to
God.

Think about the fruit of the Spirit described in Galatians 5:22-23 “But
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” If we look at the
life of Jesus we can see he embodies all of these lovely qualities, and
many others. What about us? Are our lives demonstrating these
qualities? They're not a once and for all quality that is given to us. We
don't one day have kindness and that's it, rather it's fruit that develops
and grows over time as we grow to be more and more like Jesus.
The secret of the life of Jesus was his contact with his Father; again
and again he withdrew into a solitary place to spend time with him. How
much more do we need to spend time with Jesus, our living hope,
keeping connected to him, abiding in him, listening to his voice?
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“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in
me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I
have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be
with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the
place where I am going.” (John 14:1-4)
Believe in God, believe in Jesus
The early disciples constantly needed assurance from Jesus when
they were confused, when they were worried or fearful. In a very short
time life for them was going to fall in. Their world was going to
collapse in chaos around them because Jesus was going to the cross.
Jesus then says not only, "Believe in God", he also says, "Believe in
me." Jesus is the proof that God is willing to give us everything he has
to give. Paul says, "He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him
up for us all, will he not also give us all things with him?" (Romans
8:32).
Again and again Jesus had told his disciples where he was going, but
somehow they had never understood. "Yet a little while I am with you,"
he said, "and then I go to him that sent me" (John 7:33). He had told
them that he was going to the Father who had sent him, and with
whom he was one, but they still did not understand what was going
on. Even less did they understand the way by which Jesus was going,
for that way was the cross. At this moment the disciples were
bewildered men.
Jesus comforts and reassures them. He says, “And I will ask the
Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with
you for ever – the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he
lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will
come to you.” John 14:16-18
For us too he gives
the Holy Spirit to
guide us, to comfort
us and to teach us.
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Trust Him
You can trust him. He has chosen you and paid the price for you, for
your sins. But Jesus didn't pay with silver or gold but with his own
blood; he died that you might live.
He has chosen you, he rose from the dead so that you could hear his
voice. He called you; you did not know the day you would come to
Christ but he knew. He called you to a new life with him, in him, through
him and for him.
When you opened the door of your heart to him, you set a time when
you would be with him in his father's house; we call it heaven. In the
meantime he lives with you by his Holy Spirit. He said to his disciples,
and to us today, in John 14:26, “...the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will
remind you of everything I have said to you.”
Do not worry
Jesus tells us in Matthew 6:25, “Do not worry about your life, what you
will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more
than food, and the body more than clothes?”
If you trust in God, you don’t need to worry. Why? Because he has
promised to take care of all your needs: “God will meet all your needs
according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19
Do not let your heart be troubled for once you accepted Christ you
were consecrated or set aside exclusively for him. Even though that
day you will see him face to face has not yet come you are already his.
In the words of a very old hymn:
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine, O what a foretaste of glory divine
We have assurance because
history, the bible and our innermost
being tell us he has paid the price.
We know beyond doubt that Jesus
died a horrible death to pay the
price for the freedom for us to have
this wonderful relationship with him.
His promise to you today, or in your
day of worry is "I will never leave
you nor forsake you.”
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Assurance
and the hope of our Salvation

3rd June

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer meeting
‘ How can I be sure I’m
going to heaven?’

10th June

9.30am
1030am

Prayer Meeting
‘Jesus is our hope’

17th June

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
‘Jesus our living hope’
Family Service

24th June

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
‘Jesus our hope
lives with us’

FLOS, our children’s
group, meet during
the morning service
on 10th & 24th June

For more information contact Rev Nick Nundy:
Tel: 01953 880922 email: nick.nundy@watton.org
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
A member of Evangelical Alliance
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