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Introduction:
Over the next 4 weeks we are going to look at the subject of Grace.
I’m sure the word Grace brings differing thoughts and ideas to each of
us; maybe the words of a hymn, such as “Amazing Grace how sweet the
sound, that saved a wretch like me”.
Or maybe Grace is something we say (or used to say), before a meal.
The Grace prayer will be familiar to many of us: “May the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with us all, now and evermore. Amen”.
We might even think of Grace as the way someone moves, as the way a
ballerina moves with grace.
Grace might even be our name or the name of a friend or partner!
And of course, as Christians, we would connect Grace with Gods
kindness and goodness towards each of us. God is always for us, He is
always benevolent and gracious toward us. He wants the best for us;
He is GOOD.
After all, the apostle Peter in 1 Peter 5 v. 10 describes God as “the God
of all grace”. Reading about Peter in the Gospels, at times he doesn’t
portray as the most gracious person! Yet somehow, he had come to the
realization that God was truly the “God of all grace”. Following Jesus
changed him from being an ingrate to gracious!
As we study Grace together, wouldn’t it be wonderful if we too were
impacted by the same “God of all grace”.
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● To begin we can look at what the dictionary definition of
Grace is:
Noun: a. Smoothness and elegance of movement.
b. Courteous good will
c. (In Christian belief, the free and unmerited favour of God, as
manifested in the salvation of sinners and the bestowal of
blessings).
d. A divinely given talent or blessing.
e. The condition or act of being favoured by someone.
f. A short prayer of thanks said before a meal.
Verb: a. To bring honour or credit to (someone or something) by
one’s attendance.
We could include more dictionary definitions, but let’s also look at the
word Grace from the biblical usage.
● Grace in the scriptures:
In the Old Testament the Hebrew word most frequently translated
grace, is chen, which means favour.
First used in genesis 6 v.8, Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.
In the context of the chapter, it seems that there were two things God
saw at that time: He saw that “the wickedness of man was great on the
earth”, which grieved God and made Him sorry that He had made man;
and he saw the righteousness (integrity, not perfection) of Noah, which
resulted in Noah finding favour or grace with God. One man righteous
in the whole earth!
And through this one man, graced by God, came salvation for those in
the ark.
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In the New Testament the Greek word most often translated is charis,
meaning favour, blessing or kindness.
Reading Vines Expository Dictionary Of New Testament Words, we
discover Grace to be both Objective and Subjective. a) Objectively,
“Grace bestows or occasions delight, or causes favourable regard.”
Luke 2.40 The Grace of God was upon Jesus. b) Subjectively, 1) on
the part of the bestower, Grace is “the friendly disposition from which
the kindly act proceeds, graciousness, loving-kindness, goodwill.” 2)
On the part of the recipient Grace is “a sense of the favour bestowed,
a feeling of gratitude.”
We could say that God’s Grace is God’s unmerited favour towards
you and I.
I really like the New Testament idea of Grace! It sounds (almost) too
good to be true! No wonder Paul said “If God be for us, who can be
against us?“ That of course was a rhetorical question. Paul never
doubted that God was for him.
And then there is the well known acronym for Grace which we will
consider later:

God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense
To close week 1, is God’s grace a concept or idea you are trying to
understand, or has God’s Grace has made a difference in your life?

4

Jesus told stories. Jesus was the master story-teller; some stories were
in the form of parables (46 parables in all). As a child you might have
been told that Jesus parables were “earthly stories with a heavenly
meaning”. There is truth in that but, is there more to the parables?
There is certainly a depth to them, and they do seem to work on
different levels, but just what was Jesus trying to tell His disciples,
and can we also learn from them?
The word parable itself in the New Testament suggests something laid
side-by-side for the sake of comparison. So the idea of an earthly story
with a heavenly meaning seems appropriate. Here are a few thoughts
which may help:
● Because there are so many parables, they call for our scrutiny
and study.
● Parables are always true to nature, or how things function.
They aren’t fables; they are truth.
● They always “work” on more than one level; that is there is
always a spiritual interpretation.
● Parables frequently illustrate the concept of Grace.
In Matthew 20 we read Jesus parable of the workers in the vineyard.

It’s a parable of a
farmer who hires
servants to work in
his vineyard. Some
begin work early,
and throughout the
day he hires more
workers, finishing
with those he hired
“at the eleventh
hour”. Interestingly,
they all receive
exactly the same
wage.

5

Read: Matthew 20 v.1-16 The Parable of the Vineyard
This is a Kingdom parable, and it’s a parable about Grace. And for
me it illustrates what Philip Yancey has called “the new mathematics of
grace”. Put simply, Grace just doesn’t add up! It doesn’t compute. It
isn’t fair. Or is it?
● The first group of workers to be hired, early in the morning,
agreed a rate of one denarius for their days work. This was
roughly equivalent to what a Roman soldier would earn per day.
It was a reasonable wage.
● Others were added to the workforce throughout the day, but
none agreed a wage.
● At the end of the day, the landowner chose to first pay those
who had started last! He paid them one denarius, even thought
they had only worked one hour! And he paid them in front of
those who had worked all day, even though they had “borne the
burden and heat of the day.”
So, what point was Jesus making? Well, we simply cannot “earn”
Grace. Just as we cannot persuade God to love us more than He does,
through our achievements, so we cannot “earn” grace from God by our
works, however long or hard or well we work! That’s Grace. Knowing
God is a relationship, based upon grace. God’s grace.
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The workers hired at the eleventh hour really didn’t deserve the same
reward for their labour! Grace isn’t a reward for what we do, it’s simply
God being Himself, The God of all grace. All that mattered was to be
invited and respond.
The mathematics of God’s Kingdom is different to our maths. It seems
that God didn’t use Microsoft Excel even though the bible is full of
tables. What businessman would pay all his or her workers the same,
no matter how long they had worked? H.R. wouldn’t be impressed, and
no doubt the Manager wouldn’t stay long in his job! However, our
Heavenly Master is different. Kingdom truth is different. Grace is
different!
Unlike Noah in the Old Testament, our own righteousness will not gain
God’s approval. The paradox is that we can do absolutely nothing because it is “By Grace we have been saved through faith; and that not of
ourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one
may boast.”

● So, can we be ungracious by striving to earn God’s approval?
When Jesus was baptized by John, before He had begun His
earthly work, the heavens opened and a voice suddenly said
“This is my beloved son in whom I am well pleased”

Is it significant that this parable is preceded and followed by a
quotation from Jesus: “So the last shall be first, and the first last?”
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May meetings
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER
& BABY GROUP
Thursday mornings during term time

9.30am - 11.15am : Cost £1

Thursday
3rd May
8.00pm

Friday morning
10.00am - 12noon

COMPETITION
‘Portrait’
photo

Drop in to find
out more
about us!

Ask Bob for
details

Watton & District Diabetes UK Group
Monday morning 14th May
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
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May meetings

[ Looking for willing workers
[ Spring cleaning our Church
[ Could you help?
[ See Flora for details……

A course for those who preach
or who are interested in
preaching.
Monday 21st May at 7.00pm
in the Church
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Meetings & Events

To discover a home
group that would
be right for you,
speak to a Pastor

Tuesday morning
weekly
11.00am - 12noon
In the Church

1.

Pray for our Worship Group that they
will continue to lead us into the
presence of God

2.

Pray for our Sunday Services.

3.

Pray for the Arise Team as they plan
for the forthcoming conference.

1st -3rd June at
Belsey Bridge Conference Centre.
Spaces still available
See Tina or Terrie for details
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Luke 15 v.1-7 Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to
Him (Jesus) to hear Him. And the Pharisees and scribes complained,
saying, “This Man receives sinners and eats with them.” So He spoke
this parable to them, saying: “What man of you, having a hundred
sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the
wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? And
when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when
he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbours, saying to
them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!’ I
say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no
repentance.
In Luke 15 Jesus tells three stories (parables); The lost sheep, the lost
coin and the lost son. The same point is being made in all three, that
God is interested in the lost! God cares for that which is lost. He’s trying
to find it.
In the story of the lost sheep, Jesus asks the question: “What man of
you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave
the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost,
until he finds it?”
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● Prevenient Grace is the idea that God calls us individually
and personally to Himself. God chases after us to restore
us. He has been called “the hound of heaven”. We could call
it preceding grace in modern day language. The shepherd
wasn’t concerned about the ninety-nine sheep in safety. But
there was a sheep which had wandered away from the fold,
and was in danger from predators, and needed rescuing. The
shepherd was on the case! It’s interesting that the sheep had
no idea of what the shepherd had sacrificed for it’s well-being.
Jesus was called ”the Good Shepherd who gives His life for
the sheep”.
● Compare the three parables: a lost sheep in a place of danger, a
lost coin in a place of darkness, and a lost son in a place of distance from his father. Yet although each was lost, they were all being sought. What wonderful word-pictures of God who is “not
willing that any should perish”! That’s grace.

● We may never have heard an audible voice (of God), but
many of us can acknowledge that “deep down we always
knew that God loved us”. I certainly did. Ecclesiastes 3 v.11
“God has made everything beautiful in it’s time. Also He has
put eternity in their (men’s) hearts.”
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● In Jeremiah 29 v.11 we read: For I know the thoughts that I think
toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to
give you a future and a hope. God is not passive towards us,
even though we may not be close to Him. Luke 15 v.20 While he
was a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for
him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. That’s grace.
Clearly Jesus was speaking about His Father God in these three parables. Maybe you can see that God has been calling you; that God is for
you and wants the best for you. Throughout my life there have been
times when I turned away from God, but as I look back I see He was
always there, for me, just wanting to give me a future and a hope! Maybe
God is speaking to you today through His word or in other ways.
He will meet you right where you are.
That’s Grace!
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1 Peter 5 v.10 But may the God of all grace, who called us to His
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect,
establish, strengthen, and settle you.
John 1 v.17 For the law was given through Moses, but grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ.
We can look again at the acronym God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense.
This simply means that all God has done for us, is available through
Christ Jesus. But there was a cost.
● God’s love, forgiveness and acceptance is free to you and I, in
fact to whosoever will receive it, because of grace. It has been
called “cheap grace”. But it cost Jesus everything. This Easter we
remembered what it cost Him at Calvary. It has been well said
that “I owed a debt I could not pay, Jesus paid a debt He
didn’t owe”.
● 2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became
poor, that you through His poverty might become rich. Grace is
clearly linked to humility. James 4 v.6 says: “But He (God) gives
more grace. Therefore He says: God resists the proud, But gives
grace to the humble.” A different translation says that God
enables the humble. God graces us when we are humble. And
we all need grace. It took humility for the Prodigal Son to return to
his father; but he was so blessed when he did. Are you humble
enough to receive God’s grace?
● Grace is available to each of us: Psalm 84 v.11 For
the LORD God is a sun and shield; The LORD will give grace and
glory; No good thing will He withhold from those who walk
uprightly.
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● Let’s finish with the words of an old hymn:
Grace! 'tis a charming sound, harmonious to the ear;
Heav'n with the echo shall resound, and all the earth shall hear.
All sufficient grace! Never powerless!
It is Christ who lives in me, In His exhaustlessness.
'Twas grace that wrote my name in life's eternal book;
'Twas grace that gave me to the Lamb, who all my sorrows took.
Grace taught my wandering feet to tread the pilgrim road;
And new supplies each hour I meet while pressing on to God.
Grace taught my heart to pray, and made my eyes o'erflow;
'Tis grace which kept me to this day, and will not let me go.
Grace all the work shall crown through everlasting days;
It lays in love the topmost stone, and well deserves the praise.
Oh, let that grace inspire my heart with strength divine;
May all my powers to Thee aspire, and all my days be Thine.
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Grace

6th May

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer meeting
‘ The Concept of Grace’

13th May

9.30am
1030am

Prayer Meeting
‘The Mathematics of Grace’

20th May

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
‘Prevenient Grace’
Family Service

27th May

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
‘The Source of Grace’

FLOS, our children’s
group, meet during
the morning service
Why not join us?
For more information contact Rev Nick Nundy:
Tel: 01953 880922 email: nick.nundy@watton.org
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
A member of Evangelical Alliance
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