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Life Wins!
What does Easter mean to you….
Is it a weekend in Spring, with a couple of Bank Holidays so you can have
a few days enjoying yourself and meeting up with family and friends?
Is it about catching up on that list of jobs you have been putting off?
Or perhaps it’s about Easter eggs and the Easter bunny and a good
excuse to binge on chocolate?
All these things have their place, but Easter means so much more. For
Christians, Easter celebrates the central event of human history: the
death and return to life of Jesus Christ.
Each of the four Gospels has recorded these eyewitness accounts from a
slightly different perspective, but each one is relevant to us today.
In human terms the story of Easter looked like the finish for those who
were followers of Jesus, with all the horrors of the cross. But as things
unfolded on Easter Sunday and those first disciples heard the message
that the angels proclaimed, “ He is not here, for he has risen!” and as
one by one they came face to face with the reality of risen Lord Jesus for
themselves, it was obvious it was not the end, but the beginning.
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So this month we are looking at some of those first disciples and how
they met with Jesus after the resurrection and how their stories reach
out through the centuries, so that today they can become our story, and
we too can meet with the risen Lord Jesus.
Because if Jesus is alive, it changes everything: what happened on the
cross, our attitude to life and death, our past, our present – and our
future. It means death is not the end, and there is a life that lasts
forever.
Romans 6:5-8 “ For if we have been united with him in a death like
his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like
his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that
the body ruled by sin might be done away with that we should no
longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died has been
set free from sin.
8 Now

if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with

him.”

Life wins!
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1.
The Cross
The cross of Jesus Christ lies at the heart of the Christian faith. It speaks
of God’s unfailing love for mankind. “God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life” John 3.16
Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice in His once-for-all work on the cross.
After completing his years of ministry, leading his disciples, and showing
us his example for living a life pleasing to the Father, Jesus willingly
offered up his life to pay the debt we could not pay—our sin debt.
Romans 3:23 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
The agony he endured was in our place he died for all those who would
believe and place their trust in him.
Jesus completed His work and said, “Father forgive them for they do
not know what they are doing” Luke 23:34. Jesus, the sinless one
(2 Corinthians 5:21), took the sin of the world and allowed himself to be
hung upon the cross. His blood became the ultimate sacrifice. The Bible
describes Jesus as a “lamb without blemish or defect” 1 Peter 1:19.
His sacrifice provided the sacrifice and atonement for our sins. Sinful man
was redeemed (made righteous) and could be reconciled to their
Creator God.
The importance of the cross:
●
●

●
●

The power of sin is
broken. John 8:36
The pollution of sin has
been removed.
1 John 1:7
The penalty for sin has
been paid.
The wall of separation
between God and man
has been removed

It is now our individual choice to accept or reject His free gift of eternal life.
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2.
He has risen!
Luke 24:1-8 “On the first day of the week, very early in the
morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went
to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the
tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the
Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two
men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In
their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground,
but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among
the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told
you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must
be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the
third day be raised again.’ ” 8 Then they remembered his words.”
On that first Easter day the women got up early to anoint Jesus body,
as a sign of their love, devotion and respect. They found the stone
rolled away from the tomb, and looking into the tomb saw two angels,
who told them of Jesus resurrection. “He is not here, he has risen!”
What glorious news that has rung down through the centuries, Jesus
is not dead, he is alive.

Mary Magdalene was the first person to see the risen Christ, in her grief
she did not recognize him, but as he spoke her name, Mary, John
20:16 she knows it is the Lord. Her eyes may have failed her but her
ears did not mistake his voice. Spurgeon said: “Jesus can preach a
perfect sermon in one word.” When she saw and heard him she recognised the truth that Jesus truly was alive.
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3.
Alive for evermore
In John 11:25 Jesus said: “I am the resurrection and the life.” There
is no resurrection apart from Christ, no eternal life. Jesus does more
than give life; He is life, and that’s why death has no power over Him.
Jesus gives His life to those who trust in Him, so that we can share His
triumph over death (1 John 5:11–12). We who believe in Jesus Christ
will personally experience resurrection because, having the life Jesus
gives, we have overcome spiritual death.
Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
1 John 5:5 “Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God.”
It is impossible for death to win (1 Corinthians 15:53–57).
“I

am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive for
evermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.”
Revelation 1:18
Jesus is alive forever and offers us the gift of eternal life. What wonderful
news for those who accept Jesus as their Saviour and Lord.
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“Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the
tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw the stone [already]
removed from the [groove across the entrance of the] tomb. 2 So
she ran and went to Simon Peter and to the ]other disciple (John),
whom Jesus loved (esteemed), and said to them, “They have
taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where
they have laid Him!”
3 So Peter and the other disciple left, and they were going to the
tomb.4 And the two were running together, but the other disciple
outran Peter and arrived at the tomb first. 5 Stooping down and
looking in, he saw the linen wrappings [neatly] lying there; but he
did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came up, following him, and
went into the tomb and saw the linen wrappings [neatly]
lying there; 7 and the [burial] face-cloth which had been on Jesus’
head, not lying with the [other] linen wrappings, but rolled up in a
place by itself. 8 So the other disciple, who had reached the tomb
first, went in too; and he saw [the wrappings and the face-cloth]
and believed [without any doubt that Jesus had risen from the
dead]. 9 For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He
must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back again to
their own homes.”
John 20:1-10 Amplified
The women went to tell the disciples that
Jesus was not in the tomb and they did
not believe them. Mark 16:11; Luke
24:11. But when Mary Magdalene told
Peter and John they went to the tomb to
see for themselves if it were true. Luke
24:12; John 20:3&4. It is important that
we seek to discover the truth for
ourselves that Jesus is risen, he is alive.
1. The tomb was empty.
The large stone covering the entrance to
the tomb was rolled away, not so that
Jesus could get out, but so that the
disciples could get in and see the empty
tomb. They needed to discover for
themselves that Jesus was not still dead
and that the tomb was empty.
7

2.
Examining the evidence
John who gets there first looks in and all he sees is the discarded grave
clothes. Peter went into the tomb to check it out. The clothes are there,
rather like an empty cocoon. They were left as if Jesus had passed
right through them. The headpiece was still rolled up in the shape of the
head, and was about the right distance from the wrappings that had
enveloped Jesus body.
● If someone had stolen the body, they could not have left
the grave clothes like that.
● If Jesus had survived the cross, and had not actually
died, he could not have removed the clothes so neatly.
“Peter,

however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw
the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went
away, wondering to himself what had happened.” Luke 24:12
Peter is still uncertain of what has happened, and it is not until he
actually sees Jesus that he believes. John however believes
immediately. John 20:8 “He saw and believed.”
Jesus tells us to persist in pursuing God and examining the evidence.
Knowing God takes faith, focus and follow up. We should not give up in
our efforts to seek him; we have the assurance that we shall be
rewarded and find him.

Knock
And the
Door
Will be
opened

7 “Ask

and it will be given
to you; seek and you will
find; knock and the door
will be opened to you.
8 For everyone who asks
receives; the one who
seeks finds; and to the one
who knocks, the door will
be opened.” Matthew 7:7

John 20:9 Peter and John did not at this time did not understand the
Scriptures that spoke of his resurrection, that was to come later, having
taken that first step of faith, it was part of the ongoing revelation that
Jesus was who he said he was.
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3.
The importance of the resurrection
The importance of the bodily resurrection of Jesus:
● It fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies. Many
places in the Old Testament speak of the
resurrection. Psalm 16:10 “because you will
not abandon me to the realm of the dead, nor
will you let your faithful one see decay.”
● Just as Jesus had said himself, he rose from the
dead. We can be confident that Jesus will
accomplish all that he has promised
● It showed his victory over death.
Death could not hold him, the tomb is empty,
Jesus is alive for evermore.
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April meetings
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER
& BABY GROUP
Thursday mornings during term time

9.30am - 11.15am : Cost £1

Thursday
5th April
8.00pm

Friday morning
10.00am - 12noon

COMPETITION
‘Signs of
Spring’ photo

Drop in to find
out more
about us!

Ask Bob for
details

Watton & District Diabetes UK Group
Monday morning 9th April
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
10

Meetings & Events

To discover a home
group that would
be right for you,
speak to a Pastor

1.
2.
3.

Tuesday morning
weekly
11.00am - 12noon
In the Church

Pray for our children and young people
at WPC.
Pray for the FLOS teachers and helpers.
Pray for all who attended our recent
Alpha Course.

Saturday 21st April
10.00am - 4.00pm in the Church. £15.00
lunch included.
: 1st -3rd June at
Belsey Bridge Conference Centre.
See Terrie for details
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Luke tells of two followers who met with the risen Christ on their seven
mile journey home to Emmaus: Luke 24:13-35.
1. Jesus draws near
Although we should seek God, we must realize that because of his great
love for us Jesus is himself always seeking for those who will follow him.
Many times he draws near to people and reaches out to them, right where
they are.
Cleopas and his travelling partner were talking together of the events of
the past three days as they travelled to Emmaus, when Jesus drew near
and walked with them, but they did not recognize him v.16
● They were full of sorrow and despair at what had happened.v17.
● They went over the events that had happened v.19&20.
● Their hope was destroyed v.21.
● They could not believe the testimony of those who had been to the
tomb v.22-24.
We can discover several things from this passage
● These followers were not part of the close group of disciples. –
Jesus will draw near to us whoever we are. Speaking of the tax
collector Zacchaeus, Luke writes:
Luke 19:9&10 “ Jesus said, “Today is the day for this family to
be saved from sin. Yes, even this tax collector is one of God’s
chosen people. 10 The Son of Man came to find lost people and
save them.”
● When our focus is in the wrong place we will not see Jesus even
though he is there wanting to reach out into lives.
Colossians 3:1-4 “Since, then, you have been raised with
Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things
above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is
now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is
your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.”
● They were overcome with sadness and grief – Jesus draws close
to us in our darkest moments of life.
Psalm 23:4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I
will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.
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2. Jesus opens the scriptures
Even though these two knew the scriptures well, they failed to
understand that Jesus suffering was his path to glory, to open the way
for us to come into a relationship with God. They did not understand
why God did not intervene to save Jesus from the cross. They were
not prepared for the reversal of values in God’s Kingdom that the last
will be first and that life grows out of death.
Jesus responds to their sadness and confusion by opening the
scriptures and applying them to his ministry v.25-27. We can always
look to the Bible when we do not understand what is happening in our
lives.
3. Jesus breaks bread
As it is nearly evening the two followers invite Jesus to stay at theirs
when they reach home v.28&29.
It is then that they
recognize that it is
Jesus.
As Jesus breaks
bread their eyes
are opened to see
that he truly is
alive. v 30-32.

Their despair is turned joy and with hindsight they suddenly see the truth
of God’s word that Jesus had shared with them. “Were not our hearts
burning within us while he talked on the road and opened the
Scriptures to us?” v.32.
Overjoyed, even though it is nearly evening, they hurriedly return the
seven miles to Jerusalem, to tell their Good News to the other disciples
v.33-35.
When we realize the truth of who Jesus is, and what he has done, our
focus changes and we want to do the things he calls us to do, not in our
own strength, but in his strength and power.
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“19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples
were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish
leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and
side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21 Again

Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent
me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and
said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”
John 20:19-20
Many of those early disciples still had not seen the risen Lord. They
should have believed the witnesses, those who have been to the empty
tomb. They have told the disciples what they have seen. Mary has told
them she has seen the Lord. They should have believed, but they didn’t,
and yet Jesus still comes to them. Full of fear for what the authorities
might do they gathered behind closed doors. But closed doors weren’t a
barrier for Jesus, and neither did he wait until they had more
understanding. Jesus came right there and stood in the midst of them.
Jesus comes to us right where we are, and the barriers we put up he
wants to destroy and set us free.
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1.
Peace be with you
John 20:19
As Jesus appears to them in that closed room their fear is compounded,
thinking they are now seeing a ghost. Luke 24:37. Jesus speaks peace
to them, a common greeting in those days, but here it is much more than
a greeting, but also an assurance to dispel their fears.
The peace that Jesus brings calms
our stressful, troubled minds, so we
can live a life of joy, purpose, love
and peace. His peace that brings life
into our relationship with him, and
transforms our relationships with
others, and is available to every
Christian. In John 14:27 Jesus gives
that gift of peace to his disciples.
“Peace I leave with you; my peace
I give you. I do not give to you as
the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled and do not be
afraid.” Now is the time for the
disciples to receive that gift and walk
in the truth it offers, right in the midst
of all their fears.

JESUS CHRIST
Prince of Peace

Jesus goes on to reassure them further by showing them the marks of
the cross on his body, telling them to reach out and touch him and eats
with them. John 20:20; Luke 24:39-40. Jesus is showing his disciples
the nature of his resurrection body, he has flesh and bones, he not an
ethereal spirit, Jesus is alive, and he wants each one to realise that truth.
2. Jesus opened their minds
Luke 24:44 - 48.”He said to them, “This is what I told you while I
was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about
me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” Then he
opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He
told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise
from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness
of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.”
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The Bible has been called the guidebook for life, it is the word of God
and contains the complete truth, everything we need to receive and
walk in his truth. As we pray, so he will open our minds so we can
grasp the things in the Bible he is speaking into our lives today.
Previously, although the disciples knew the teachings about the cross
and the resurrection they had been unable to comprehend them. Now
they are able to interpret those teachings, in the light of their fulfilment.

3.
Receive the Holy Spirit
Jesus breathed on the disciples and said “Receive the Holy Spirit”
John 20:22.
There is life in the breath of God, man was created, but did not come
alive until God breathed into him the breath of life. Genesis 2:7. This
first breath distinguished him from all other forms of creation. The old
creation began with the breath of God, the new creation begins with the
breath of God, the son.
Now through the breath of Jesus, God imparted eternal spiritual life.
With this in-breathing came the power to do God’s will on earth. From
the day of Pentecost onwards, the power of the Holy Spirit was
available to all believers. We should avoid trying to do his work in our
own strength.
To do God’s work we need the guidance and the power of the Holy
Spirit. (Baptism in the Holy Spirit)
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Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:15&16; Luke 24:46-48;
Acts 1:1-9 “In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that
Jesus began to do and to teach2 until the day he was taken up to
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself
to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He
appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the
kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with
them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but
wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me
speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
6 Then

they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at
this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”
7 He

said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the
Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”
9 After

he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a
cloud hid him from their sight.”
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1.
Convinced
The book of Acts is the sequel to Luke’s Gospel, and gives an accurate
account of the birth and growth of the Christian Church. After the
resurrection Jesus spent 40 days, until the time of his ascension,
appearing to those first believers and teaching them about the Kingdom
of God. They became convinced that Jesus had risen from the dead and
was alive.
When they had seen Jesus again, their hopes were lifted and their
understanding enlightened. They waited in Jerusalem, for the gift of the
Holy Spirit, as Jesus had commanded.
2.

Filled

When the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples their lives were
transformed and they became bold and fearless men and women, who
risked everything to spread the good news around the world that Jesus
is alive today.
Acts 4:33 “With great power the apostles continued to testify to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully
at work in them all”
The early church was fired with enthusiasm to tell others. It is important to
know that we can have confidence in their testimony. Today, in 2018 we
can know that our faith in the living Lord Jesus is based on fact.
The promise of the Holy Spirit is for everyone and is available to all
Christians, there is no period of probation to see if we are good enough,
nor is he given as a reward for service or faithfulness. You cannot earn
the gift and we certainly don't deserve the gift, but in his love, God pours
out the Holy Spirit on every one he calls.
● God wants believers to be continually filled to overflowing with the
Holy Spirit, who empowers us to live holy and fruitful lives.
● Just as in believer’s baptism we are immersed completely in
water, when we are filled with the Spirit, or baptised with the Spirit,
we are immersed or overwhelmed with the Holy Spirit.
● The evidence of the Holy Spirit baptism is the supernatural ability
to speak in tongues - a language we have not learned or have
known.
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● The Holy Spirit gives us special gifts. He empowers us and gives us
the ability to do what Jesus did here on earth. John 20:21 “Again
Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am
sending you.”
● The empowerment of the Holy Spirit enables us to be his witnesses.
Acts 1:8; Luke 24:49 “Behold, I send the Promise of My Father
upon you; but wait in the city of Jerusalem until you are
endued with power from on high.”
3.
Sent
Mark 16:19 “After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up
into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. Then the disciples
went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them
and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it.”
Jesus command was to go into all the world to share the Gospel with others.
After he was taken up into heaven, he was spiritually present everywhere
through the Holy Spirit indwelling believers. The Church began on the day of
Pentecost as recorded in Acts 2. From that time forward believers have
gone out in the power of the Holy Spirit to take the Good News that Jesus
has risen from the dead,
HE IS ALIVE FOREVERMORE.
“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ
lives in me” (Galatians 2:20a).
“But Jesus lives forever. He will never stop serving as a priest.25 So
Christ can save those who come to God through him. Christ can do
this forever, because he always lives and is ready to help people when
they come before God.”
Hebrews 7:24 ERV
We too, are to go in his power and authority to wherever he sends us - our
neighbors, our town, our workplace, or beyond. There are many who still
need to know that Jesus is alive today - Life wins.
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Life Wins!
1st April

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer meeting
Easter Sunday Celebration

8th April

9.30am
1030am

Prayer Meeting
Wedding Blessing
Buffet Lunch to follow

15th April

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
‘Jesus Drew Near’
Family Service

22nd April

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
‘Behind Locked Doors’

29th April

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
‘I Am Sending You’

FLOS, our children’s
group, meet during
the morning service
Why not join us?
For more information contact Rev Nick Nundy:
Tel: 01953 880922 email: nick.nundy@watton.org
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
A member of Evangelical Alliance
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