DECEMBER 2017
Watton Pentecostal Church
Web site: www.wattonchurch.org.uk
Watton1Church

John 1:1-5 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the
beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and
without Him nothing was made that was made. 4 In Him was
life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.”
As evening falls Christmas lights are switched on all around us, in
homes, and streets, in shops and Malls we see their glow, telling
us that Christmas is near. For a brief moment our hearts are
lifted, but for many this does not last.
Christmas can bring more stress and anxiety than joy and
celebration, it can be a time of darkness that we endure rather
than enjoy, but these verses in John’s gospel show us that it
does not have to be like that. The good news of Christmas is that
the life of Jesus, who is the ‘light of the world’ signals new hope,
a fresh start when things seem dark and hopeless and one that
can last for eternity.
We shall look at how that light reaches out to us with the promise
that it can shine in our darkness. We shall see how the glory of
God shone into the life of a group of shepherds on a dark night in
the hills around Bethlehem over 2000 years ago. How a star
twinkled in the sky and led a group of Magi on a journey from
their own country to Bethlehem, to the baby Jesus. Be
encouraged by a devout and faithful man who had never given up
hope that one day, he too would see the light of the world with his
own eyes. Finally we look at how this light is God’s precious gift
bringing hope to our world now.
Come with us, as we discover the light of Jesus this Christmas, in
a world that can often seem dark. See how responding to that
light can transform our lives and our circumstances today.

Study written by Angela
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“In

Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it” John 1:4&5
The big switch on
Expectancy fills the air, the
preparations are complete and
the tree is in place. Tinsel and
baubles, that were carefully
packed away in tissue last year
are brought out of storage and
hung around the branches, the
lights are all in place, perhaps
a Christmas song is playing in
the background and we are
ready. As people gather, the
plug is put in and the switch is
turned on. Our work will be
rewarded with a blaze of
colour, with glimmering
splendour.

But sometimes that does not happen. Something is wrong, a
faulty bulb, a blown fuse or perhaps after years of faithful service
the lights have just given up; our tree remains in darkness and
we feel let down, disappointed.
Life can often be like that, we can work hard and want everything
to be perfect, we’ve imagined a fairy tale Christmas, full of special
moments, but it hasn’t happened, things haven’t worked out as
we had hoped, stress has crept in and we wish it was all over,
memories overcome us, other people don’t live up to our
expectation and it feels as if it’s all ruined.
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But the good news of Christmas isn’t about the decorations or the
perfect presents or the tasty treats. It’s not about feeling a nice
warm glow or everything being perfect.
The good news of Christmas is
very simple; it is the birth of a
child who can change
everything. Jesus, the Son of
God, Jesus, the light of the
world, Jesus whose light
shone in the darkness around
him, who through his death
and resurrection came to offer
us forgiveness for those things
we do wrong, the gift of eternal
life, light in our darkness that
will take us through our
difficulties and offer us hope
for the future.

Jesus gives life
Jesus is the eternal ultimate expression of God. John tells us in
his gospel that Jesus was the Word that spoke creation into
existence. John 1:1-3. He goes on to say that in Jesus was life,
not just physical life, but spiritual life, the eternal fullness of God’s
life that he gives to all who believe in him, and commit their lives
to him and receive his gift of life.
The goal of the Bible and the goal of God in coming in human
form and the goal of the gospel of John are all the same.
John20:31 "These things are written that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing
you may have life in his name."
Jesus birth then offers us hope; a new beginning that will bring
light in our darkness, and life, Gods life in the name of Jesus.
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The light shines
The darkness is a spiritual darkness that has been around since
the fall. Jesus Christ, the light of the world, the baby of
Bethlehem who through his life, death and resurrection has
entered into the darkness of sin and evil of unbelief and death
and has won the victory over all the works of darkness. John 1:5
tells us that the darkness cannot overcome or defeat the light.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot
overcome it. That life is the life through whom everything was
made - including the angelic powers that fell into darkness.
○ The light is alive; it’s the light of life.
○ Through this life, the Living Word Jesus, all things were
made.
○ The living Word is God.
John 8:12. “Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am
the light of the world. He who follows me shall not walk in
darkness, but have the light of life.”
When we follow Jesus and
‘switch on the light’ in our own
lives although the darkness is
still around us, we do not
have to live in darkness, but
can live in the light and the
good of all that he has done
for us. In John 12:46 Jesus
says, "I have come as light
into the world that whoever
believes in me may not
remain in darkness."
We have passed from darkness to life and light.
So this Christmas, will you allow Jesus to switch on the light in your
darkness, and then will you go out and let that light shine brightly in
the darkness around you?
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“An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.” Luke 2:9
Luke 2:8-20
tells us of
the light that
came to a
group of
shepherds,
on the
hillside of
Bethlehem
and filled the
skies,
proclaiming
to them that
Jesus the
saviour was
born.

Skies ablaze
The shepherds were just a group of ordinary people, in fact they
were probably not very well respected by others, there was
nothing that made them special. The night began like any other,
as they went about their regular work, looking after their sheep in
the cool night air. Ordinary men, on an ordinary night, yet this
was to become a night like no other, an awesome night. First an
Angel is standing there before them and the glory of God is
shining all around them, the skies are ablaze, then a whole
company of angels appear. Guess what? The shepherds were
not surprisingly, terrified, but the angel soon reassures them.
God still speaks to us today, like the shepherds we may think we
are ‘ordinary’ and not feel qualified to hear from God and yet his
voice is not silent. It probably won’t be with a blazing sky full of
angels, but is just as real.
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○ God speaks through the living word of the Bible.
○ He speaks to us through the Holy Spirit, a still small
voice in our hearts.
○ God speaks to us through other people.
○ He speaks through the things we see and hear and the
beauty of nature.
○ He speaks in the circumstances of our life; he loves us
and cares about our problems.
The question is are we listening?
When we are not too busy, preoccupied, distracted or stressed
we can hear him speak just as clearly as the shepherds heard
that night. And he is still an amazing God that can shine his light
and truth into our lives in awesome ways.

News flash

The angel brings them a news flash
announcing the birth of the
baby Jesus:

NE
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!

“I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the
people.11 Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born
to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger.” Luke 2: 10-12
As if to reinforce this great event Luke continues:
“Then suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host (angelic army) praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest [heaven],
And on earth peace among men with whom He is
well-pleased.” Luke 2:13&14 AMP
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This news flash is for each one of us, because the good news
about Jesus is that he comes to all, to anyone with a heart simple
enough to accept him. Whoever you are, whatever you have
done, you can have Jesus in your life. Don’t think you need
extraordinary qualifications – he accepts you as you are, his
salvation is for everyone, he offers us a new life that will last for
eternity.
When God speaks to us and we hear his voice, we then have a
choice: will we respond to him?
The shepherds responded “Let us go straight to Bethlehem,
and see this [wonderful] thing that has happened which the
Lord has made known to us.” V.15

We can usually find time to do the things we want to do, but it is
important that we are obedient to God. The shepherds left their
sheep and went to look for Jesus, and they found him, just as the
angel had said.
Spread the light
On finding Jesus in the stable in Bethlehem they had two
reactions to all that happened to them that night.
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1. They spread the word to others v.17&18
These shy, backward, smelly shepherds were stopping
strangers on the street to tell them about the baby they
saw in the manger. Those that heard marvelled at what
they heard, and these ordinary shepherds were
transformed.
When we believe the truth about Jesus and invite him to
come into our lives we become Christians, and we want
others to know the good news that we have found Jesus.
The angel had said it brings great joy and when we find
Jesus ourselves, it is as though that joy bubbles up in us
and we can’t help but tell others around us, that Jesus is
alive!
2. They glorified and praised God v.20
God is a wonderful God, and when our eyes are opened
and we see his glory, when we are filled with joy, we too
will begin to overflow with wholehearted praise.

This Christmas you can know God in a new way, will you invite
him to come into your life? You can discover the joy that he
brings and find a deeper meaning in the carols that you sing.
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DECEMBER EVENTS

Sun 3rd Dec

WATTON FESTIVE MARKET
The Church is open for refreshments

Sun 10th Dec

FAMILY CHRISTMAS CAROLS

Sun 17th Dec

6.00pm CAROL SERVICE

Wed 20th Dec

CAROL SINGING round Church members
homes (see Nick & Flora to invite the
singers to your home)

Sun 24th Dec

10.30am short COMMUNION service

Mon 25th Dec

11.00am CHRISTMAS SERVICE

Sun 31st Dec

11.00am short COMMUNION service
11.00pm - 12.15am WATCH NIGHT service

The various groups will all be holding their
Christmas Parties - Please ask for details

Join us as we celebrate
JESUS this Christmas!
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Alpha in Watton?

Starts 31st January for 8 weeks to 21st March 2018
Every WEDNESDAY 7pm - 8.45pm
At Watton Pentecostal Church
Please PRAY for this event
THINK

who YOU could INVITE

What happens on an Alpha evening?
● We all eat a MEAL together
● We watch a video talk on the Christian Faith
● We DISCUSS the video in small groups
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Matthew 2:1-12 tells the story of the wise men.
“When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the
star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it
came and stood over where the young Child was.” V.9
The Magi, or wise men came from the East, and had discovered
by the rising of a remarkable star that the Messiah had been
born. They had probably travelled many miles, over a number of
months, or even years, we don’t really know a great deal about
them, but as they followed the light of the star that had appeared
in the night sky, it led them to the infant Jesus.

Opened eyes.
God comes to us right where we are, and speaks to us in ways
that we can understand, to lead us to him. The Magi studied the
stars and their eyes were opened to see this new star in the sky
and understand the significance of it. They knew that it would lead
them to Messiah, the promised King of the Jews. But they not only
saw and understood, they then acted on what they saw, and
decided to make the long journey to see him with their own eyes.
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○ We need our eyes opened to see where God is leading
us. “The Lord says ‘I will guide you along the best
pathway for your life. I will advise you and watch
over you.’” Psalm 32:8 NLT
○ We have to choose to follow and do whatever he says,
sometimes the journey will require letting go of things
and placing our trust in him.
○ Just as the wise men followed the light of the star, we
need to follow the light of Jesus. “ 35 Then Jesus told
them, “You are going to have the light just a little
while longer. Walk while you have the light, before
darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in the dark
does not know where they are going. 36 Believe in
the light while you have the light, so that you may
become children of light.” John 12:35&36 NIV
We see that they followed the star until they came to the place
where Jesus was Matthew 2:9.
Opened hearts
○ They were
overjoyed. The
Amplified Bible says
“they were thrilled
with ecstatic joy.”
Matthew 210.
God wants our
hearts to be opened
so we can be filled
with his joy.
○ Paul prayed that eyes of our heart would be opened to see
the riches we have in him and to have our hope renewed
“I pray that the eyes of your heart may be
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious
inheritance in his holy people,” Ephesians 1:18
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○ The response to seeing Jesus was to bow down and
worship him. Matthew 2:11. Worship is a natural response
when God opens our eyes we open our hearts to him.
Opened gifts

○ Gold, representing his kingship. Jesus is King of Kings and
Lord of Lords. 1 Timothy 6:15.
○ Frankincense, representing his humanity.
○ Myrrh, representing his suffering and death.
The Magi gave Jesus costly gifts, but above all they gave
themselves in worship. Romans 12:1 tells us we should offer
ourselves as living sacrifices. “Therefore, I urge you, brothers
and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as
a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true
and proper worship.”
The wise men had followed stars, but now they followed the creator
of heaven and earth. Let’s allow God to open our eyes to truly see
him. This Christmas lets open our hearts be filled with his joy, and
give him our all.
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“For my eyes have seen Your salvation
31 Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples,
32 A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles,
And the glory of Your people Israel.” Luke 2:30 - 32
Simeon’s story is told in Luke 2:25-35.
Waiting for the light
○ Simeon was waiting. He wasn’t
waiting idly, we read that he was
righteous and devout - he
studied the scriptures and knew
what God’s Word said. His word,
the Bible will always bring light
into our lives, as we look to him.
Psalm 119:105 “Your word is
a lamp to my feet, and a light
to my path.”
○ He was expecting. He was not just waiting but he had a
certain hope that he would see Jesus. Hope means more
than a vague wish that something will happen. It is a sure
and confident expectation in God’s future faithfulness and
presence, whatever our circumstances.
Seeing the light
The Holy Spirit was with Simeon, and he brought revelation and
direction to him. Simeon was a Spirit controlled man.
○ The Holy Spirit was on him. V.25.
○ The Holy Spirit brought revelation. V.26. He told
Simeon that he would not die before he had seen the
Messiah.
○ The Holy Spirit led him. V.27. After Jesus was born, and
Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the temple, the Spirit led
him to the temple to see Jesus.
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Jesus promises that when the Holy Spirit comes on his followers,
he will lead us into all truth. “But when he, the Spirit of truth,
comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak
on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell
you what is yet to come.” John 16:13
Light in the darkness
As Simeon took the baby Jesus in his arms and praised and
thanked God, and the Holy Spirit continued to lead him and he
prophesied.
○ A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles and the Glory
of his own people v. 32. Jesus is the universal savior to
bring light to all mankind.
○ Light in the darkness. Simeon knew that although Jesus
had come to his own people many would reject him, and the
Gospel would be preached to the Gentiles.
○ The darkness of rejection v.34&35. Simeon continues to
prophesy personally to Mary. The darkness of opposition to
Jesus, was to reach it’s climax at the cross, where his
mother, Mary experienced piercing anguish.
The Bible never promises that our lives will be without difficulty, we
shall experience times of sorrow and suffering, but the good news
is that whatever we go through, when we have accepted his gift of
salvation he is there with us leading us through.
Romans
8:28; 31-39. Nothing can separate us from his love.
“absolutely nothing can get between us and God’s love because of the way that Jesus our Master has embraced us.”
V.39 The Message.

So this Christmas, let’s remember that for some this will be a
dark time, and try to reach out to them with the light of Jesus.
Or perhaps you are going through difficulties yourself, you can
always hold to his tremendous love.
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“There was a man sent from God whose name was
John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light,
so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not
the light; he came only as a witness to the light.
9 The

true light that gives light to everyone was coming into

the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was
made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He
came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive
him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of
God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human
decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
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Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
John 1:6-13
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What did you receive this
Christmas? Did you get
everything you had ever
wanted? Perhaps some
gifts are still packaged in
their boxes, or the
instruction book was just too
much to get your head
around, maybe others didn’t
quite fit after all those mince
pies, and are waiting for
leaner days ahead!
But forget about the socks,
or the ‘thing’ that Aunty gave
you (probably been stuck in
her cupboard for years
anyway!)

Forget even the great things you received and consider instead
that the best gift of Christmas is the gift of light, the gift of life, the
right to become a child of God.
We, like John the Baptist, are not the source of God’s light; we
merely reflect that light. Jesus Christ is the true Light; he helps us
to see our way to God and shows us how to walk along that way.
Jesus has chosen to reflect his light through his followers to an
unbelieving world. We are to point people to him.
Jesus alone can bring hope in a dark world, let your light shine in
their darkness, share the goodness of the gift of life.
All who choose to receive Jesus into their lives and welcome him
in, are reborn spiritually, and receive the gift of new life from him.
We are then changed from the inside out. Our attitudes, our
desires, our motives can all be transformed in him.
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This gift of life doesn’t run out, or soon become outdated. It lasts
forever and is eternal. The gift he gives us doesn’t break or loose
it’s appeal, if anything it becomes more precious, more treasured
and shines brighter as the year’s progress. What’s more, there is
nothing we can do ourselves to achieve it, it is completely free,
because Jesus, on the cross, did what we could never do
ourselves. He paid the price for our sin, so that through his death
and resurrection we can be raised to new life in Him.
Jesus is alive.
This Christmas have you asked Jesus for his gift of life, for a
fresh start in life? You can become a child of God and know him
personally. If you would like to receive Jesus into your life, why
not pray this prayer today:
“Lord Jesus, I admit that I am a sinner. I have done
many things that don’t please you. I am sorry, and
I repent. I ask you to forgive me.
I believe that you died on the cross for me, to save me.
You did what I could not do for myself. I come to you
now and ask you to take control of my life; I give it to
you. From this day forward, help me to live every day
for you and in a way that pleases you.
What a wonderful start to 2018 we could have, if we allowed the
light of Jesus to shine in our darkness!

19

Light in the Darkness

Sun 3rd Dec: 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am: “The Big Switch On”
1.00pm - 4.00pm: Church open for refreshments
Sun 10th Dec: 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Family Carol Service
Sun 17th Dec: 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am “ The Light That Led to Jesus”
6.00pm Carol Service
Sun 24th Dec: 10.30am Short Communion Service
Mon 25th Dec: 11.00am Christmas Service
Sun 31st Dec: 11.00am Short Communion Service
11.00pm - 12.15am Watch Night Service

For more information contact Rev Nick Nundy:
Tel: 01953 880922 email: nick.nundy@watton.org
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
A member of20Evangelical Alliance

