“Caring for people”

Watton Pentecostal Church
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Scriptures are reproduced are from NIV (unless otherwise stated).
Study by Nick Nundy
Introduction
In June we looked at Worship God, July we looked at Evangelism and
this month “Caring for People”
Caring for People is something that we have been doing at Watton
Pentecostal Church for many years. Nothing new!

Let us continue to grow in our caring for all people whether they are
outside or inside the church!
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Let us first consider that God cares for us as shown in 1 Peter ch 5 v 7:
Cast all your anxiety on him because He cares for you.
It is good that God cares for us. Wouldn’t it be sad if we told Him all our
anxieties and He did not care for us!
Because God cares for us we should care for others.
Let us consider a few ways that God cares for us: -

He helps us. Psalm 27 v 9 You have been my help (NKJV)
Because we do not know what is going to happen in the future
we need faith for the future! But normally we do not need faith
for the things that have happened in the past, because they
have already happened!
The things that we know have happened in the past are Fact.
When we are looking forward
into the unknown and we
know that we have to have
faith for future events we can
remember like David the
Psalmist did here that in the
past God has been our help.
The same God who has
helped us in the past will
continue to help us in the
future. We need good
memories to be able to
remind ourselves of how God
has helped us in the past.

-

He comforts us (so that we can comfort others) and heals us
2 Corinthians 1 v 3-4 Praise be to the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all
comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can
comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves
receive from God.
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As part of His comforting He also heals our hearts Isaiah 61 v 1
(talking of Jesus who was to come) ….. He has sent me to bind
up the broken-hearted ………. Isaiah 61 v 2 ….. to comfort all
who mourn.
And Psalm 34 v 18 The LORD is close to the broken-hearted and
saves those who are crushed in spirit.
-

He gives us strength
Isaiah ch 41 v 10 shows He gives us strength (and
encouragement and so much more): So do not fear, for I am with you;
do not be dismayed, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you and help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

- He protects us
Psalm 18 v 1-2 shows He protects us and so much more: -

I love you, LORD, my
strength.
2 The

LORD is my

rock, my fortress and
my deliverer;
my God is my rock,
in whom I take refuge,
my shield and the
horn of
my salvation,
my stronghold.
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-

He gives life to us (quickens us)

Romans 8 v 11 “And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give
life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.”
-

He gives us wisdom and guides us

Your homework here is to read Proverbs 3 v 5-6, 1 Corinthians 1 v 30
and James 1 v 5.
The challenge of God’s love!
1 John ch 3 v 1 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that
we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The
reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
God has stated His love for us and God has demonstrated His love for
us in sending Jesus to die on the cross for our sins. God loves all
people.
Loving someone because God loves them is a great reason to love
someone. Caring for someone because God cares for them is a great
reason to care for someone.
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We should care for all people especially for those in Watton Pentecostal
Church. Galatians 6 v 10: - Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do
good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of
believers.
A few ways we can care for each other: First think about how you would like people to care for you. That can
help us consider how we can care for others: Luke 6 v 31: - Do to others as you would have them do to you.
Kindness and respect
For example, we like people to speak to us kindly and so it is good for us
to speak to others kindly. We like people to respect us so we should
respect them.
We can help people by listening to them and re-assuring them we have
listened and that we seek to understand them.
Practical helps
We can help people practically. We can use our energy to help people.
We can use our talents. We can share our knowledge. We can give
sacrificially of our time and resources.
The fruits of the Spirit
We can show the fruits of the Spirit towards others. Galatians 5 v 22-23:
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness,
faithfulness, 23 gentleness and
self-control. Against such things
there is no law.
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First passage Philippians ch 2 v 1-6: Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with
Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit,
if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by
being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one
mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in
humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own
interests but each of you to the interests of the others.
5 In

your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as

Christ Jesus:
6 who,

being in very nature God……….

The challenge to value others above ourselves
verse 3 above says “value others above yourselves” that sounds quite
difficult!
A practical example - suppose
you are with a friend and there
are just two drinks on a table for
you both, one is a coca cola and
the other is an orange squash
drink. Rather than be the first
person to take the drink you
prefer and leave the other for
your friend, you should say to
your friend “which drink would
you like?” and then when
he/she has chosen then you
should take the other drink!
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The challenge to look at the interests of the others
Verse 4 above says “not looking to your own interests but each of you to
the interests of the others”. – Once again, our first reaction may be that
we do not feel willing to look at the interests of others before our own
interests! However sometimes it is easier for us to please other people’s
interests than it is to please ourselves. For example, if we help someone
it is a delight for us to see the joy on their face ….
Sometimes when we help
ourselves we do not find the
same joy! Sometimes when
someone does something for
us then we experience
greater satisfaction than if
we had done it for ourselves!

Second passage Ephesians ch 4 v 1 – 6: As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the
calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be
patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep
the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body
and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were
called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all,
who is over all and through all and in all.
bearing with one another in love
I like to interpret verse 2 – “bearing with one another in love” means
“put up” with each other. Even though that other person may annoy you
and irritate you just put up with them! This does not mean that we have
to put up with all behaviour, but we do put up with one another!
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A new command
John ch 13 v 34 and 35 Jesus said ‘A new command I give you: love one
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.’
The disciples might have said “What! Don’t you know how difficult some
people can be to love! Ask me something a bit easier. Ask me to do
something else like climb a mountain!”
We have examples in the New testament where the disciples found it
difficult to love each another.
And yet God has made it of prime importance that we love one another.
How would you like to wash someone’s feet!? - That is what Jesus did in
John chapter 13 immediately prior to his above verse 34 and 35
statement.
How do we love people!
We sometimes find some people easier to love and some people harder to
love! There is a great method to love all people whether they be the easier
or harder to love. We can ask God to give us His love for people. We can
ask God to love people through us. When people experience Gods love
through us they will experience a different kind of love. A real love, an
authentic love, a deep love, a reliable love, an honest love and a divine
love!.
Romans 5 v 5: - And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love
has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been
given to us.
We should not try to love
people in our own strength,
but in Gods strength.
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Sunday Services

6th August

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
Family Service

13th August

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
Family Service
Followed by barbecue

20th August

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
Family Service

27th August
3rd September

NO SERVICE
11. 00am

CARNIVAL SERVICE
in the High Street

For more information please email: info@wattonchurch.org.uk
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
A member of Evangelical Alliance
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