MARCH
2017
The Depths Of Discipleship

Watton Pentecostal Church

1

The Depths of Discipleship
Introduction
Wikipedia tells us that “the term "disciple" is derived from the Koine
Greek word mathetes, which means a pupil (of a teacher) or an
apprentice (to a master craftsman),” Therefore a disciple of Jesus
Christ follows His example.
God has written growth into His creation. Naturally things grow and
things multiply. Crops grow, animals grow, babies grow and as
Christians we should grow as disciples.
When we get saved we need to grow to become a disciple. Each of us
individually needs to grow spiritually. Like a baby we start off drinking
milk and then we move on to meats (and sweets).
God will bring about our Spiritual growth we just need to co-operate with
Him. It has been said that “the secret of the Christian life is to say yes to
God and to keep on saying yes.” As we choose to lie down on the
hospital bed God is the nurse who will give us the pills we need to
recover and grow.
We can help each other in
our growth. We all grow
together. Our Spiritual
growth may well be
dependent on each other.
If you don’t grow then
maybe I won’t grow so
much. As we all grow
together together we will
all grow more!
God expects growth. A couple of examples of this are found in
Matthew 21 v 19 and Matthew 25 v 24-27.
Our growth is firstly for the benefit of God and after that for the benefit of
ourselves and others.

Study written by Nick
Scriptures are reproduced from NIV.
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As a general rule our growth is not identical for each of us. God deals
with us very individually. He may speak to “Christian A” about a certain
thing when they are one year old as a Christian, but may choose not to
mention it to “Christian B” until they have been a Christian for many
years.
Also He may set “Christian C” a task and a test which He chooses not
to set “Christian D” or just set a different test for “Christian D”. We are
all different and God has a separate plan for each of us and separate
growth for each of us.

Having said the above there
are certain general steps in
the growth of a disciple. Not
every Christian chooses to
take these steps, but my
perception is that as they
are instructed and/or
encouraged in the bible they
are highly recommended.

Two similar questions we should ask ourselves: 1. Who are we trying to please?
2. Are we trying to please God?
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First and foremost we should seek to please God rather than seek to
please ourselves or seek to please other people. That is a relief as it is
easier to please God!!
There follows two important steps and several important “bread and
butter” activities needed as disciples. As we take these steps we will
open the door to more opportunities to be used by God.
Basic Step one – be baptised in water. Acts 2 v 38 “Repent and
be baptised, every one of you.” Jesus was baptised in water by
going fully under the water. If you have not taken this step of obedience
why don’t you request it very soon?

Basic Step two - be baptised in the Holy Spirit. Acts 19 v 6 If you have
not yet been baptised in the Holy Spirit why not start praying for this
and ask others already baptised in the Holy Spirit to pray for you?
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Bread and Butter Activity one - read the bible regularly and learn the
doctrines and teachings and encouragements of the bible. Acts 17 v 11

Bread and Butter Activity two - pray regularly Acts 2 v 42
Bread and Butter Activity three - witness and be a witness Acts 1 v 8
Bread and Butter Activity four - Praise and worship God John 4 v 24

Bread and Butter Activity five - serve God as part of the local church
Hebrews 10 v 25
Bread and Butter Activity six - start to let the Fruits of the Holy Spirit
cultivate in you. Galatians ch 5 v 22.
Bread and Butter Activity seven – walk in holiness before God 1 Peter
1 v 16. We should be holy not so that we can be self-righteous, but so
we can please God. We should not have holiness at the expense of
grace and we should not have grace at the expense of holiness.
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We can not live as a disciple in our own strength we need the power of God.
The disciple has two sources of power to enable her/him to serve God:–
Jesus and the Holy Spirit: Jesus
Now that we have
become a Christian Jesus
is our life and our strength
and our everything!
Everything we need is in
Jesus, we live in Him
and He lives in us; -

JESUS

My life and my strength
my everything

1 Corinthians ch 1 v 30 and 31 “It is because of him that you are in
Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God – that is, our
righteousness, holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is written:
‘Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.’”
Acts 17 v 28 “For in him we live and move and have our being.” As
some of your own poets have said, “We are his offspring.”
Philippians 4 v 13 I can do all this through him who gives me strength.
As we let Jesus grow in us, increase in us we will be stronger. John 3 v 30
“He must become greater; I must become less.”
Discuss how can we grow in Jesus? How can Jesus increase and we
decrease?
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The Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit enables us and gives us power: Acts 1 v 8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” The main purpose for the
baptism of the Holy Spirit is to enable us to be witnesses.
Acts 4 v 29 “Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your
servants to speak your word with great boldness.”
Ephesians 5 v 18 “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to
debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.”
We may have been filled with the Holy Spirit one day, but in the future it
is like we become empty again. We need to keep being filled with the
Holy Spirit. Being filled with the Holy Spirit each day would not be a bad
thing.
How can we be filled with the Holy Spirit? I find it good to first ask God to
empty me of all that is not of Himself and then ask Him to fill me with His
Holy Spirit again.
When was the last time you asked God to fill you with the Holy Spirit?
When will be the next time you asked God to fill you with the Holy Spirit?
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MARCH MEETINGS
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER & BABY GROUP
9.30am - 11.15am
Cost £1 per family

We have various midweek
groups, meeting at
different times and places.
Ask a Pastor, to discover
a group that is right for
you!

Friday morning
10.00am - 12noon
Drop in to find
out more
about us!

Sunday mornings
9.30am
Tues. 7th & 21st March
11.00am - 12 noon

Watton & District Diabetes UK Group
Monday morning 13th March
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
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MARCH EVENTS

2017

Arise On Tour
WATTON

AVELEY
LETCHWORTH
GARDEN CITY

FIRST STOP……
Saturday 4th March
Watton Pentecostal
Church
10.00am - 4.00pm

Arise Women’s
Ministry

£15 including lunch

Sunday 19th March 10.30am
nds to this
ie
r
f
r
u
o
y
vite
Why not in
ge service?
a
ll
a
,
d
e
k
fun pac
9

EASTER EVENTS

Sunday 2nd April 10.30am:

our Easter Family Service

Friday 14th April 11.00am:

Sunday 16th April 10.30am:
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Every week let us concentrate on our personal walk with God. Let us
concentrate on the things that nobody else will see. Only God will see
these things. We might say to ourselves “Why do I want to bother doing
something if no one else is going to know about it?” What is the point of
praying for one hour in the morning if no one knows about it!
When Jesus was on the earth He spent much time talking to the Father.
At these times He was alone with His Father speaking to Him in secret.
Let us take time to spend time in Gods presence, ..... talking to God
....... and listening to God. As we sit in Gods presence He can further
change us and transform us. We can change from glory into glory! : -

2 Corinthians 3 v 18 “And we all, who with unveiled faces
contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his
image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who
is the Spirit.”
When we spend time with God we will get to know His ways – like
Moses did Psalm 103 v 7 “He made known his ways to Moses, his
deeds to the people of Israel:”
When we spend time with God we will get to know His secrets
Psalm 25 v 14 “The LORD confides in those who fear him; he makes
his covenant known to them.”
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The personal cost of discipleship
Salvation is free, but following Jesus will cost us everything! The cost of
discipleship is that we give our full lives and all our possessions to Him.
We give Him everything.

SURRENDER

1. We deny ourselves.
Mark 8 v 34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples
and said: ‘Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me.
Luke 18 v 28 Peter said to him, ‘We have left all we had to follow
you!’
Sometimes denying ourselves is not easy. We want to please our selves
rather than please God.
God wants us to humble ourselves
God wants us to be unselfish and consider others.
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2. At times we suffer with life’s struggles………
At times we suffer for Him
Romans 5 v 3 “Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings,
because we know that suffering produces perseverance.”

When we suffer we remember that he knows all about suffering. He
suffered for us. When we suffer we should not feel sorry for ourselves.
We should just be glad that we are not getting what we deserve – if
we got what we deserve we would have even more suffering!
Yes disciples have suffering, but so do people who are not Christians.
Our suffering is easier because we are aware of the grace of God and
the goodness of God. Our suffering is easier because we know that
there is a purpose to our suffering (even if we don’t know what the
purpose is!)
Although there is suffering there is also joy. This will be covered in
next weeks study
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Sometimes we concentrate on the trials rather than the blessings! The
privileges of discipleship are many. A few are listed below: The joy that comes from
knowing we are loved by
God and He walks with us
I John 3 v 1 and Matthew
28 v 20. We might enjoy lying
on the beach to sun bathe in
a similar way we can enjoy
bathing in Gods love for us.

The joy that comes from knowing we are saved Luke 10 v 20. Many
things can be taken from us, possessions, friends, family ….. our life on
this earth can be taken from us ….. so then we start to enjoy being in
the presence of Jesus for eternity!
The joy that comes from knowing we are forgiven regularly and often I
John 1 v 9. Sometimes we need strong faith to believe that God is
willing and does forgive us for our sins.
The joy that comes from knowing we are suffering for a purpose.
Romans 8 v 18
The joy that comes from knowing that if we directly suffer persecution
or sacrifice for Him it is such a privilege! Matthew 5 v 10-12
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I have left the best privilege to last….We have the joy of knowing Him: Philippians 3 v 7 - 10 “But whatever were gains to me I now
consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider
everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all
things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ9 and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes
from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the
righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want
to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and
participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.”
In the above passage we see that for Paul the greatest thing he had
was to know Jesus and he would give up everything else (if and when
necessary) for that. This knowledge of Jesus as a living person who
was his friend brought Him great joy. Walking with Him each day,
knowing He is there to help, knowing He gives wisdom and everything
we need. Knowing that we can talk to Him and He hears us. Knowing
He wants the best for us. Knowing He will protect us. Knowing He is
Holy. Knowing He is of good character. Knowing he can be trusted.
Knowing He understands all things can bring us great comfort.
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Sunday Services

5th March

9.30am
11.00am

Prayer Meeting
“Basics of Discipleship”

12th March

9.30am
1030am

Prayer Meeting
“The Power for the Disciple”

19th March

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
Family Service
“Personal Discipleship”

26th March

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
“The Privileges of Discipleship”

meet during
the morning service

For more information please email: info@wattonchurch.org.uk
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
A member of Evangelical Alliance
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