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Jesus often spoke about the importance of strong foundations in our faith:
Matthew 7: 24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine
and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house
on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it
had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these
words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish
man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and
it fell with a great crash.”
It may seem when you are building that what is seen is what is important,
but any wise builder knows that it is vital that what is being built is
constructed on a strong, firm foundation. While preparing a foundation
may not be a visually exciting as seeing a house go up in its recognizable
form, it is critical to get it right. It would be silly to risk putting hours of
work into building a house if it lacked a foundation to keep it solid, strong,
and immovable. The foundation has to take the entire weight of what is
being built, or the whole structure is liable to crack and eventually
collapse.
In getting our Christian foundation right we need to dig deep, and use
strong materials. Jesus said that we were to build on the solid rock, that
we were to hear his words and to do what he said, to live our lives by the
truth of his words.
In 1 Corinthians 3 Paul says that we are God’s building, and the only
foundation that should be laid is Jesus Christ. When we build on Jesus
we can weather the storms and know his victory in all we do.
So this month we are going to explore
some foundational truths that we need
to ensure are in place as we move
forward into all the new things that
God has for us.

All Bible quotes are NIV unless stated.
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John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”
Salvation is the first foundational truth that we need to put in place. God
has made the way for us to come into a relationship with him, to
become Christians, to know his love and be saved. The Bible sets out
quite clearly the reason why.
It’s God’s Way
God rules over all (Psalm 24:1,2). He has set standards we must reach
if we are to have fellowship with him. As we are all sinners (Rom.3:23)
both by birth and by practice, none of us could ever reach that
standard, yet we were made for God (Rev.4:11). Jesus is the Son of
God (Luke 4:41), himself divine. He left the Father's side and became
a man like us (Phil.2:5-8), though he was without sin. (1 Peter 2:22).
During his earthly life he did meet God's standards of righteousness
and holiness and he pleased the Father (Mark 1:11).
The Cross
The cross lies at the heart of the
Christian faith. Having lived a perfect
life Jesus willingly offered himself on
the cross as a sacrifice to God,
taking the punishment for us and
that our sins deserved (1 Peter 2:24).
Through the blood of Jesus we are
justified and made righteous, just as
if we had never sinned. But death
could not hold him, Jesus was raised
from the dead and ascended back to
the Father (1 Cor.15:3-4).

Now God offers the wonderful gift of salvation (a relationship with God)
to everyone who will accept it as a free gift, purchased by the blood of
Jesus, because the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom.6:23)
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Saving Faith
God loves us and desires that each one of us take that step of faith and
come into a personal relationship with him.
1. In order to be saved and become Christians we must believe
that we are sinners and that our sin separates us from God.
2. We must also believe that Jesus shed his blood and took the
punishment we deserved and died for our sins in our place.
3. We must repent of our sin and ask God to forgive us.
Repentance isn’t merely being sorry, but a willingness to turn
completely from our wrongdoing.
4. We must invite Jesus into our life as Saviour and Lord.
5. We can then start to walk in the new resurrection life that
Jesus provides, knowing his love and living our lives in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Here is a prayer you could pray and take that step of faith today:

4

The Gift of Life
When put our trust in God, repent of our sin and invite Jesus to come
into our life then we are saved and become Christians and receive the
gift of eternal life. Jesus comes and lives inside us by the power of the
Holy Spirit. Acts 2: “38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized,
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The
promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off for
all whom the Lord our God will call.”
Set free by his BLOOD – Hebrews 9:12 (ERV)
We are set free from the power of sin. “Christ entered the
Most Holy Place only one time—enough for all time. He
entered the Most Holy Place by using his own blood, not
the blood of goats or young bulls. He entered there and
made us free from sin forever.”
You have PASSED FROM DEATH TO LIFE - John 5:24:
"I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes
him who sent me has eternal life and will not be
condemned; he has crossed over from death to life."
It is the GIFT OF GOD – Ephesians 2:8 & 9
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and
this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God not by
works, so that no one can boast.”
You are BORN OF GOD - John 1:12-13:
"Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become children of God..."
God becomes our heavenly Father and we can experience the
unconditional love that he has for us, his children.
Those who become Christians become new
persons. They are not the same anymore,
for the old has gone and a new life has
begun. Each day we can walk in the
adventure that this exciting new life holds as
we grow in our relationship with him.
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1 John 5:11-13
"And this is the testimony; God has given us eternal life, and this
life is in his Son. He who has the son has life; he who does not
have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you
who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know
that you have eternal life.
Having understood the importance of
salvation in our last study, we need to
come to a place where we can relax
into the things of God. If we doubt
what God has done this relaxing is
impossible, it's like sitting on a garden
chair that you are not sure will hold
you. God wants you to be sure of his
love for you, and wants you to rest in
the security of that love. He wants you
to know he loves you and that your
salvation is secure in eternity.
Our faith needs to be in God and in
God alone. True faith is a personal faith
in God through Jesus Christ. It is the
beginning of a wonderful journey as we
start to discover who God is and what
he has done for us, and we can daily
gain fresh insight and revelation as we
walk with him through life, and start to
put our trust in who he is and what he
has done for us.
How can I be sure of my salvation?
1.THE CLEAR TEACHING OF THE WORD OF GOD, WHICH WE
RECEIVE BY FAITH.
In John 6:37 Jesus says “All those the Father gives me will come to
me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away.”
See also John 5:24, Romans 6:23, John 3:14-18
2.THE INNER WITNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT THAT WE HAVE
BEEN MADE CHILDREN OF GOD. In Romans 8:15-16 it says:
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"For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to
fear, but you received the spirit of sonship. And by him we cry
bba, Father. The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are
God's children."
See also John 6:63, Romans 8:11, John 14:15-17.
3. THE DISCOVERY THAT AS WE OBEY HIS WILL, GOD IS
WORKING WITH US.
In Philippians 2:12 it says, " Therefore my dear friends as you have
always obeyed, not only in my presence but now much more in my
absence, continue to work out your salvation with fear and
trembling."
See also Romans 6:15-18, John 14:15-16, 21, John 15:9-11.
4. THE DESIRE TO BECOME LIKE THE LORD JESUS.
God’s goal for our life on earth is not comfort, but character
development. He wants us to grow up spiritually and become like Jesus.
Romans 8:29 "For those God foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the likeness of his son, that he might be the first born
among many brothers".
See also Phil. 3:20-21, Eph.4:22-24, Col.3:9-10.
5. REMEMBER IT IS GOD WHO IS WORKING IN US
Hebrews 12:2 NASB
“Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith”
In the light of all this can you say with confidence you are a Christian,
that you have been born again, that you are a child of God, part of his
family the church?
Building our Faith Relationship with God through Prayer
Prayer is talking to God and us listening to
Him, learning to hear what He wants to say
to us. Spending time communicating with
God regularly in this way helps to build our
relationship with Him, which in turn ensures
that we are growing in our Christian walk
and in faith towards God.
1 John 5:14 “This is the confidence we have in approaching God:
that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if
we know that he hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have
what we asked of him.”
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FEBRUARY MEETINGS
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER & BABY GROUP
9.30am - 11.15am
Cost £1 per family

We have various midweek
groups, meeting at
different times and places.
Ask a Pastor, to discover
a group that is right for
you!

Friday morning
10.00am - 12noon
Drop in to find
out more
about us!

Sunday mornings
9.30am
Tuesday 7th & 21st Feb
11.00am - 12 noon

Watton & District Diabetes UK Group
Monday morning 13th February
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
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COMING EVENTS

2017
WATTON
AVELEY
LETCHWORTH
GARDEN CITY

£
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Timothy 3:16
"All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting, and training in righteousness."
The absolute authority of the Bible over our lives is based in the
conviction that this book does not merely contain the Word of God,
but that it is the Word of God in its sum and in its parts. Our study verse
says that it is all “God breathed,” the inspiration of God. God took the
initiative, as through his Holy Spirit, he revealed his person and his
plan to certain believers. Although they used their own minds, talents,
language and style, they wrote what God wanted them to write.
Scripture is completely trustworthy, because God was in control of its
writing. 1 Corinthians 2:9-13.
Why should I read the Bible?
It is important for every Christian to read
their Bible daily; as we do we are building
up our relationship with God. Just as he
revealed his person and plan to those who
wrote the Bible, so he wants to bring us that
revelation and breathe his word into our
lives, so we can know, obey, and believe
the Bible and apply its truths to our lives.
Once we know the word we can use it as a weapon against our enemy
Satan, to both resist temptation and to receive spiritual victory.
1. IT IS POWERFUL: When God speaks things happen, when
God says he will do something it will be done. It is through his
word that God works out his purposes in the lives and
experience of men and women. Isaiah 55:10&11
2. IT SPEAKS INTO OUR LIVES TODAY AND SHOWS US THE
WAY TO GO: It lights the way we should go. It is life changing
and dynamic as we allow it to shape our lives and go God’s
way. Psalm 119:105; Hebrews 4:12
3. IT IS LIKE FOOD: We will only
find true satisfaction in our lives
as we feed regularly on God’s
Word.
Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew 4:4
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4. IT BRINGS HEALTH AND HEALING: As we read and reflect on
God’s Word and treasure it in our hearts, so God’s life flows
through us, bringing health and healing. Proverbs 4:20-22
5. IT GIVES HOPE: The Scriptures bring comfort and gives hope.
Romans 15:4
6. JESUS IS THE WORD: The word is Jesus Christ, the eternal,
ultimate expression of God. John 1:1&14
How should I read the Bible?
1

2

3

4

5
6
7

It is good to find a regular time each day that works for you,
where you are less likely to be interrupted, and you feel able to
take in what you are reading.
We need to find somewhere to begin reading, for new
Christians perhaps one of the Gospels, the book of Mark is a
good place to begin as it is bustling with life and is full of action.
After reading Mark, read Luke, John and Matthew, before
continuing on with the New Testament. Just a few verses at
a time can be good to begin with.
Pray and ask God to speak to you before you start. His Holy
Spirit can show you those things that God wants to speak into
your life and your circumstances today.
As you read the passage ask yourself - ‘What does it say?’ –
‘What does it mean?’ – ‘How does it apply to me?’ Expect that
God will speak to you.
It can be good to have a notebook with you to record those
things that God is saying,
Respond in prayer again to what you have read.
Be prepared to put into practice the things you have read.
Matthew 7:24

Discover the Treasure in the Bible
The Bible is a treasure chest of promises,
ministering faith and the life of God to his
people and ensuring that our lives are
daily built on a sound foundation.

GO
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D’S WORD

1 Corinthians 12:12-14
“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts
form one body, so it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one
Spirit so as to form one body whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or
free and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body
is not made up of one part but of many.”
The body of Christ is that body of born again believers who have been
joined to Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit. Together we are the visible
expression of Jesus to others – the Church.
We enter the Universal Church by faith in Christ, but it is invisible and
not yet complete. It consists of every Christian from the first disciples, to
those who will become Christians until Jesus returns again. Of course
the Universal Church although it is a glorious reality, has not yet met!
The Local Church, also a glorious reality, enables the world to see
Jesus at work, through his visible body. When a person becomes a
Christian he should join a local Church, where he can meet regularly
and live in fellowship with other Christians.
The Local Body of Christ

Think about your own
physical body, made up of
countless cells and parts.
Think of what a particular
member-part of your own
body means to the total
body's wellbeing. With this
picture the Holy Spirit has
chosen to represent what
ought to be your
relationship to the local
body of Christ. The picture
suggests the following
points and more:
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1

A close, firm and permanent attachment.

2

Life flowing from one member to another.

3

Cleansing and healing, flowing through the body.
Ephesians 4:29-32

4

Mutual care for one another and protection of one another.
Think of examples of how this could work in the natural body
and apply it to the spiritual body.

5

Co-operation in work and movement. Again think of what
co-operation or lack of it could mean to the natural body and
apply it to the spiritual body.

6

Joints - relationships between various limbs (members). What is
the purpose of a joint? Ephesians 4:16 says we need more
than to 'be together', we need to be 'joined together', committed
in a loving relationship, part of the family of God.

7

Submission to the head (Christ) together with obedience to his
will passed through the body by the nerve centres or (delegated
authorities). Colossians 1:18

8

Mutual submission one member to another, preferring one
another, appreciating and respecting one another; thinking of
others and recognition of their ministry. Ephesians 5:21

9

Unity and order makes the body attractive and effective.

10 Fulfillment of the purpose of God for the body. We see
something of God's purposes for the local body in Ephesians
2:20-22. What do you think God's purpose is for the local body?

We
are
the
body of Christ,
being built
together
in Him.
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Discovering My Place in the Body of Christ
Romans 12:4-8
For just as each of us has one body with many members, and
these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we,
though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the
others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given to
each of us.
God wants to use each one of us to build up his Church. Paul uses the
concept of the human body to teach us how we should live and work
together. Just as each part of the body functions under the direction of
the brain, so we, the Church, are to work together under the command
of Jesus Christ. Each one of us has a unique role to play in the body,
and he gives us different gifts, not for our own personal gratification, but
to build up his body, the Church. We should be willing to use our gifts
wholeheartedly, not holding back anything from God’s service. None of
us can be fully Christ like by ourselves; it takes the entire body of Christ
to express Christ fully.
A few of the things to consider as we discover our place in the body are:
1 Our ministry will always come out of our relationship with God,
pray and ask God to show you. Look for his anointing on your
life.
2 Know what natural gifts, strengths and passions you have that
could be of value.
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3
4
5

6
7

Be prepared to talk things through with your leaders when you
think God is asking you to do something.
Look out for opportunities to serve where there are openings.
Remember that each area of ministry and gifting are equally of
value, often we need to be faithful in the smaller things before
God will entrust us with larger things.
The gifts are diverse but they work by the Holy Spirit, who gives
them to each one as he determines.
Paul also reminds us that love is the only motive for the use of
the gifts and love is the necessary ingredient to make the gifts
effective. 1 Cor.13:1-3

Finally, it is for each of us to find our place, gift, function, ability in and to
the body. And then to wait on our ministry by prayer, consecration and
application. We must not take our gift or ability for granted. We must give
ourselves to the function he has given us, doing all as to the Lord, for the
benefit of the whole body, for his glory.

It is important to remember that is our relationships that are important;
firstly our relationship to God, then our relationships within the body of
Christ. It is a foundational truth that Jesus often reminded his disciples of
and is just as relevant for us today.
John 13:34 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I
have loved you, so you must love one another.”
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Sunday Services

5th Feb

9.30am
11.00am

Prayer Meeting
“Faith for Salvation”

12th Feb

9.30am
1030am

Prayer Meeting
“Faith towards God”

19th Feb

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
Family Service
“Faith and the Word”

26th Feb

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
“Faith and the Body of Christ”

meets during the morning service

For more information please email: info@wattonchurch.org.uk
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
A member of Evangelical Alliance
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