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OCTOBER 2016 STUDY
Changed by the Master's touch
God's provision and blessings are all around us
and yet often it is Christians that are the most
cynical and blind to what is happening. The point
of this study is to challenge our unbelief and
blindness to the miraculous touch of the master.

We want to challenge our perspective of miracles in three ways:
1. At the beginning of each Sunday morning service this month we will
show a small video clip of peoples re-action to pranks that seem to
show a character looking like Jesus doing miracles today. It is OK to
laugh at ourselves and our reactions to miracles.
2. We are going to show another video clip, when the children have
gone to Sunday School, showing an emotional testimony of the
master's touch. So please bring tissues!
3. We will look at the scriptures about miracles to expand our faith. To
have faith without borders is to prepare ourselves to witness miracles
and to recognise them as the provision and blessing of God, and as
such give thanks and glory to him.

Study written by Roger
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WEEK 1: The Best for Now
On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother
was there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the
wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They
have no more wine.”
4 “Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet
come.”
5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for
ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.
7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them
to the brim.
8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the
banquet.”
They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had
been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though
the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the
bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first
and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink;
but you have saved the best till now.”
11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs
through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
(John 2:1-11)
The scene is a village wedding feast. In Palestine a wedding was a really
notable occasion. The wedding festivities lasted far more than one day.
For a Jewish feast wine was
essential. "Without wine,"
said the Rabbis, "there is no
joy." At any time the failure of
provisions would have been
a problem, for hospitality in
the East is a sacred duty; but
for the provisions to fail at a
wedding would be a terrible
humiliation for the bride and
the bridegroom.
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So Mary came to Jesus to tell him that it was so. The King James Version
translation of Jesus' reply makes it sound very discourteous. It makes him
say: "Woman, what have I to do with thee?" That is indeed a translation of
the words, but it does not in any way give the tone.
The phrase, "What have I to do with thee?" was a common conversational
phrase. When it was uttered angrily and sharply it did indicate complete
disagreement and reproach, but when it was spoken gently it indicated not
so much reproach but misunderstanding. It means: "Don't worry; you don't
quite understand what is going on; leave things to me, and I will settle
them in my own way." Jesus was simply telling Mary to leave things to
him, that he would have his own way of dealing with the situation.
The word 'woman' is also misleading. It sounds to us very rough and
abrupt. But it is the same word as Jesus used on the Cross to address
Mary as he left her to the care of John (John 19:26). In Homer it is the title
by which Odysseus addresses Penelope, his well-loved wife. It is the title
by which Augustus, the Roman Emperor, addressed Cleopatra, the
famous Egyptian queen. So far from being a rough and discourteous way
of address, it was a title of respect. We have no way of speaking in
English which exactly renders it; but it is better to translate it lady which
gives at least the courtesy in it.
Sometimes one of the guests acted as a kind of master of ceremonies at
a Jewish wedding. But our equivalent of the architriklinos is really the
head-waiter. He was responsible for the seating of the guests and the
correct running of the feast. When he tasted the water which had become
wine he was astonished. He called the bridegroom--it was the
bridegroom's parents who were responsible for the feast--and spoke
jestingly. "Most people," he said, "serve the good wine first; and then,
when the guests have drunk a good deal, and their palates are dulled and
they are not in much of a condition to appreciate what they are drinking,
they serve the inferior wine, but you have kept the best until now."
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This is what we learn and know from the scriptures.
He saves the best for now. The past in gone, forgiven. The future
stretches out before us. The 'now' is that moment caught between the
past and the future and is to be grasped and filled with joy. There are
3 things that will help us with witnessing miracles.
1. The point of need (verse 3)
"Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”"
Mary identified the point of need at the wedding. We should identify the
point of need when we pray for a miracle.
2. Good advice (verse 5)
“Do whatever he tells you.”
God may ask us to do something on trust, something we cannot connect
or understand, but our trusting actions can be like opening of a door for
the miracle to take place.
3. The result of the Master's touch, glory to God (verse 11)
It " was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his
disciples believed in him"
The result of miracles will be to create a greater love for Jesus, a greater
zeal to serve him and a greater appreciation of the bible and the church.
Homework
Write down ten miracles that you have witnessed.

If you can list 10 then pray and
thank God for each one
Individually and pray for the
people it touched each day this
week.
If not pray each day this week that
you would witness miracles.
Remind God this week of the
promise that he saves the best for
now.
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WEEK 2: Why Doubt?
Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before
Him to the other side, while He sent the multitudes away. And when He
had sent the multitudes away, He went up on the mountain by Himself
to pray. Now when evening came, He was alone there. But the boat
was now in the middle of the sea, tossed by the waves, for the wind
was contrary. Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them,
walking on the sea. And when the disciples saw Him walking on the
sea, they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out for
fear.
But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be of good cheer! It is I;
do not be afraid.”
And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, command me to
come to You on the water.”
So He said, “Come.” And when Peter had come down out of the boat,
he walked on the water to go to Jesus. But when he saw that the wind
was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out,
saying, “Lord, save me!”
And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and
said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” And when they
got into the boat, the wind ceased.
Then those who were in the boat came and worshiped Him, saying,
“Truly You are the Son of God.” (Matthew 14: 22-33)
An hour of Trouble
Now when evening came, He was alone there. But the boat was now in
the middle of the sea, tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary.

The significance of the passage is perfectly clear. In the hour of the
disciples' need Jesus came to them. When the wind was contrary and
life was a struggle, Jesus was there to help. No sooner had a need
arisen, than Jesus was there to help and to save.
In life the wind is often contrary. There are times when we are up
against it and life is a desperate struggle with ourselves, with our
circumstances, with our temptations, with our sorrows, with our
decisions. At such a time no man need struggle alone, for Jesus comes
to him across the storms of life, with hand stretched out to save, and
with his calm clear voice bidding us take heart and have no fear.
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It does not really matter how we take this incident; it is in any event far
more than the story of what Jesus once did in a storm in far-off
Palestine; it is the sign and the symbol of what he always does for his
people, when the wind is contrary and we are in danger of being
overwhelmed by the storms of life.
Think what would happen if you were on a boat, in the middle of a great
storm and Jesus came to you across the water and you refused to
invite him into your boat. Yet people forget or refuse to invite Jesus into
a situation or a storm in their life.
When we identify a point of need, a storm, a contrary wind, or a
struggle in our lives let us agree to invite Jesus in. If you agree to do
this write amen here .....................
Collapse and recovery
And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, command me to
come to You on the water.”
So He said, “Come.” And when Peter had come down out of the boat,
he walked on the water to go to Jesus. But when he saw that the wind
was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out,
saying, “Lord, save me!”
And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and
said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”
People often say "Peter was given to acting upon impulse and without
thinking of what he was doing. It was his mistake that again and again
he acted without fully facing the situation and without counting the
cost."
Yet we would be poorer
if Peter's step of faith
and doubts were not
recorded.
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The Great and Permanent Truth
And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased.
Then those who were in the boat came and worshiped Him, saying,
“Truly You are the Son of God.”
The great truth is that, wherever
Jesus Christ is, the wildest storm
becomes a calm. Olive Wyon, in
her book Consider Him, quotes a
thing from the letters of St. Francis
of Sales. St. Francis had noticed a
custom of the country districts in
which he lived. He had often
noticed a farm servant going
across a farmyard to draw water at
the well; he also noticed that,
before she lifted the brimming pail,
the girl always put a piece of wood
into it. One day he went out to the
girl and asked her, "Why do you do
that?" She looked surprised and
answered, as if it were a matter of
course, "Why? to keep the water
from spilling ... to keep it steady!"
Writing to a friend later on, the bishop told this story and added: "So
when your heart is distressed and agitated, put the Cross into its centre
to keep it steady!" In every time of storm and stress, the presence of
Jesus and the love which flows from the Cross bring peace and
serenity and calm.
What are the three things that help us in this miracle?
1. Identify the point of need verse 24
They were in danger from the storm.
2. Good advice “Do whatever he tells you.” verse 29
So He (Jesus) said, “Come.” Then Peter walked on the water.
3. The result of the Master's touch, glory to God verse 33
Then those who were in the boat came and worshiped Him, saying,
“Truly You are the Son of God.”
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WEEK 3: Sheep without a Shepherd
But the multitudes saw them departing, and many knew Him and ran
there on foot from all the cities. They arrived before them and came
together to Him. And Jesus, when He came out, saw a great multitude
and was moved with compassion for them, because they were like
sheep not having a shepherd. So He began to teach them many
things. When the day was now far spent, His disciples came to Him and
said, “This is a deserted place, and already the hour is late. Send them
away, that they may go into the surrounding country and villages and
buy themselves bread; for they have nothing to eat.”
But He answered and said to them, “You give them something to eat.”
And they said to Him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth
of bread and give them something to eat?”
But He said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.”
And when they found out they said, “Five, and two fish.”
Then He commanded them to make them all sit down in groups on the
green grass. So they sat down in ranks, in hundreds and in fifties. And
when He had taken the five loaves and the two fish, He looked up to
heaven, blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to His disciples
to set before them; and the two fish He divided among them all. So they
all ate and were filled. And they took up twelve baskets full of fragments
and of the fish. Now those who had eaten the loaves were about five
thousand men. (Mark 6: 33-44)

This is a very well known
story from the gospels.
Many people have tried to
explain away the miracle,
for instance; there was a
McDonald's round the
corner or they all brought
their own meal.
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OCTOBER MEETINGS
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER & BABY GROUP
Thursday mornings during term time

9.30am - 11.15am
Cost £1 per family
ood stories
Fun f
cra f t s s i n g i n g

Midweek Groups
We have various midweek
groups, meeting at different
times and places.
Ask a pastor, to discover a
group that is right for you!

Friday morning
10.00am - 12noon

Prayer Meetings

Drop in to find
out more
about us!

Sunday mornings 9.30am
Tuesday 4th & 18th Oct
11.00am - 12 noon

Everyone welcome

Watton & District Diabetes UK Group
Monday morning 10th October
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
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COMING EVENTS

“Emotional Wholeness”
ARISE WOMEN'S WEEKEND
11th - 13th November 2016
Letton Hall, Shipdham, Norfolk,
“Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe
pasture. Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires
of your heart.” Psalm 37:3 & 4
For details ask Tina

CH

MAS DAT
T
S
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Sunday 27th Nov.

Watton Festive Market 1.00pm
Church open for drinks etc.

Sunday 11th Dec.

Family Carol Service 10.30am

Sunday 18th Dec.

FLOS Christmas party 10.30am
Christmas Carol Service 6.00pm

Sunday 25th Dec.

Christmas Day Service 11.00am

Sunday 1st January New Year Service 11.00am
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Compassion verse 34
And Jesus, when He came out, saw a great multitude and was moved
with compassion for them, because they were like sheep not having a
shepherd.
He looked at them; they were so desperately in earnest; they wanted
so much what he alone could give them; to him they were like sheep
who had no shepherd. What did he mean?
(i) A sheep without the shepherd cannot find the way. Left to ourselves
we get lost in life. Principal Cairns spoke of people who feel like "lost
children out in the rain." Life can be so bewildering. We can stand at
some cross-roads and not know what way to take. It is only when Jesus
leads and we follow that we can find the way.
(ii) A sheep without the shepherd cannot find its pasture and its food. In
this life we are bound to seek for sustenance. We need the strength
which can keep us going; we need the inspiration which can lift us out
of ourselves and above ourselves. When we seek it elsewhere our
minds are still unsatisfied, our hearts still restless, our souls still unfed.
We can gain strength for life only from him who is the living bread.
(iii) A sheep without the shepherd has no defence
against the dangers which threaten it. It can defend
itself neither from the robbers nor the wild beasts. If life
has taught us one thing it must be that we cannot live it
alone. No man can defend himself from the temptations
which assail him and from the evil of the world which
attacks him. Only in the company of Jesus can we walk
in the world and keep our garments unspotted from it.
Without him we are defenceless; with him we are safe.
This is perhaps why he tended the sheep, fed the sheep, and protected
the sheep. In fact, he laid down his life for the sheep.
Cost verses 35-37
The wonderful thing about this story is that all through it runs an implicit
contrast between the attitude of Jesus and the attitude of the disciples.
(i) It shows us two reactions to human need. When the disciples saw
how late it was, and how tired and hungry the crowd were, they said in
effect, "These people are tired and hungry. Get rid of them and let
someone else worry about them." They unwittingly identified the point
of need but had the secular answer.
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Jesus said, "You give them something to eat." In effect Jesus said,
"These people are tired and hungry. We must do something about it."
There are always the people who are quite aware that others are in
difficulty and trouble, but who wish to push the responsibility for doing
something about it on to someone else; and there are always the
people who when they see someone up against it feel compelled to
do something about it themselves.
(ii) It shows us two reactions to human resources. When the disciples
were asked to give the people something to eat, they insisted that ten
pounds, or what the King James Version calls two hundred "pence"
was not enough to buy bread for them. The word the King James
Version translates penny is denarius. This was a Roman silver coin
worth about 3p. It was the standard day's wage of a working man. In
effect the disciples were saying, "We could not earn enough in more
than six months' work to give this crowd a meal." They really meant
"Anything we have got is no use at all."
Jesus said, "What have you got?" They had five loaves. These were
not like English loaves: they were more like rolls. John (John 6:9)
tells us they were barley loaves; and barley loaves were the food of
the poorest of the poor. Barley bread was the cheapest and the
coarsest of all bread. They had two fishes, which would be about the
size of sardines. The little salt-fishes were eaten as relish with the dry
rolls.
It did not seem much. But Jesus took it and worked wonders with it.
In the hands of Jesus little is always much.
We may think that we have little of talent or substance to give to
Jesus. That is no reason for a hopeless pessimism such as the
disciples had. The one fatal thing to say is, "For all I could do, it is not
worth my while trying to do anything." If we put ourselves into the
hands of Jesus Christ, there is no telling what he can do with us and
through us. The real cost of the meal for many was obedience. Doing
what he tells you.
Content
After the hunger of the crowd had been satisfied, Jesus immediately
sent his disciples away before he dismissed the crowd. The crowd
left content, their thirst for knowledge catered for, their stomachs full
and the hearts knowing that someone cared for them.
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WEEK 4: One thing I Know
Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth.
2 And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man
or his parents, that he was born blind?”
3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that
the works of God should be revealed in him. 4 I must work the works
of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one
can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
6 When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made
clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with
the clay. 7 And He said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which
is translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came back seeing.
8 Therefore the neighbours and those who previously had seen that
he was blind] said, “Is not this he who sat and begged?”
9 Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him."
He said, “I am he.”
10 Therefore

they said to him,
“How were your eyes
opened?”
11 He answered and said, “A
Man called Jesus made clay
and anointed my eyes and
said to me, ‘Go to the pool of
Siloam and wash.’ So I went
and washed, and I received
sight.” (John 9: 1-11)

When they saw him, they used the opportunity to put to Jesus a
problem with which Jewish thought had always been deeply
concerned, and which is still a problem. The Jews connected suffering
and sin. They worked on the assumption that wherever there was
suffering, somewhere there was sin. So they asked Jesus their
question. "This man," they said, "is blind. Is his blindness due to his
own sin, or to the sin of his parents?" Still some Christians connect
suffering with sin.
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Go wash verse 7
Jesus said "Go to the pool of Siloam and wash". The man could have
said "I tried that before and it didn't work so I won't bother" or like
Naaman he could have said "give me some difficult task to do."
Our good advice from week one, holds true “Do whatever he tells you.”
The Pool of Siloam was the place where the conduit from the Virgin's
Fountain issued in the city. It was an open air basin twenty by thirty
feet. That is how the pool got its name. It was called Siloam, which, it
was said, meant sent, because the water in it had been sent through
the conduit into the city. Jesus sent this man to wash in this pool; and
the man washed and saw.
Came back seeing verse 7
Can you imagine that journey home, rejoicing, laughing and crying all at
the same time? He had been healed but having been healed, he had
some difficulty in persuading other people that a real healing had
happened.
But he stoutly maintained the reality of the miracle Jesus had wrought.
Jesus is still doing things which seem to the unbeliever far too good
and far too wonderful to be true.
It is also true to say that some Christians struggle with real life miracles
and in fact some are even fearful about witnessing a miracle.
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The testimony of the man verses 8 to 34
His testimony was, "One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!”
This man boldly told everyone from neighbours to the nation's rulers what
Jesus had done for him. He identified the point of need that the nation's
rulers had; they were spiritually blind.
The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he
comes from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to
sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will. Nobody has
ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not
from God, he could do nothing.” John 9: 30-33
When they were confronted with such an argument, see what they did.
First, they resorted to abuse. Second, they accused the man of being
born in sin. That is to say, they accused him of prenatal sin. Third, they
resorted to threatened force. They ordered him out of their presence.
Often we have our differences with people, and it is well that it should be
so. But the moment insult and abuse and threat enter into an argument,
it ceases to be an argument and becomes a contest in bitterness. If we
become angry and resort to wild words and hot threats, all we prove is
that our case is disturbingly weak.
Then Jesus looked for the man. As Chrysostom put it: "The Jews cast him
out of the Temple; the Lord of the Temple found him." If any man's
Christian witness separates him from his fellow-men, it brings him nearer
to Jesus Christ. Jesus is always true to the man who is true to him.

16

WEEK 5: He took Jesus at his word
When he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him. They had
seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the Passover Festival, for
they also had been there.
Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water
into wine. And there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at
Capernaum. When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee
from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son,
who was close to death.
“Unless you people see signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will
never believe.”
The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.”
“Go,” Jesus replied, “your son will live.”
The man took Jesus at his word and departed. While he was still on the
way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was living. When
he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him,
“Yesterday, at one in the afternoon, the fever left him.”
Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus
had said to him, “Your son will live.” So he and his whole household
believed. (John 4: 45-53)
Miracles often seem to break conventional and traditional ways of doing
things. Miracles often do not happen in the way we expect or imagine.
The process
being new or
different can
stop people in
doing what
Jesus tells
them.
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A courtier who came to a carpenter: verse 47

There could be no more
improbable scene in the
world than an important
royal official hastening
twenty miles to beg a favour
from a village carpenter.
First and foremost, this official swallowed his pride. He was in need,
and neither convention nor custom stopped him bringing his need to
Christ. He had identified his need and where it could be met.
His action would cause a sensation but he did not care what people
said so long as he obtained the help he so much wanted. If we want the
help which Christ can give we must be humble enough to swallow our
pride and not care what any man may say.
The royal official 'begged him to come and heal his son, who was close
to death'
Jesus refused to go with him. This was a man used to having people do
what he said. Yet he was willing to humble himself beg, and then
surrender to Jesus.
Jesus told him what to do: verse 50
“Go,” Jesus replied, “your son will live.”
The royal official was wise enough to do what Jesus told him to do.
Here was a official who had faith. It must have been hard for him to turn
away and go home with Jesus' assurance that his little lad would live.
Yet he had faith enough to turn and walk back that twenty mile road
with nothing but Jesus' assurance to comfort his heart.
It is of the very essence of faith that we should believe that what Jesus
says is true. So often we have a kind of vague, wistful longing that the
promises of Jesus should be true. The only way really to enter into
them is to believe in them with the clutching intensity of a drowning
man. If Jesus says a thing, it is not a case of "It may be true"; it is a
case of "It must be true."
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And it was true! On the way home, the man’s servants came and met
him. They said, “Your son is well.” The man asked, “What time did my
son begin to get well?”
They answered, “It was about one o’clock yesterday when the fever left
him.”
The father knew that one o’clock was the same time that Jesus had
said, “Your son will live.”
So he and his household believed verse 53
Here was a man, a royal official, but just a man who had surrendered to
Jesus. He was not a man who got out of Christ what he wanted and
then went away to forget. He and all his household believed.
That would not be easy for him, for the idea of Jesus as the Anointed
One of God must have cut across all his preconceived notions. Nor
would it be easy at the court of Herod to profess faith in Jesus. He
would have mockery and laughter to endure; and no doubt there would
be those who thought that he had gone slightly mad.
The official was a man who faced and accepted the facts. He had seen
what Jesus could do; he had experienced it; and there was nothing left
for it but to surrender himself to Jesus. He had begun with a sense of
desperate need; that need had been supplied; and his sense of need
had turned into an overpowering, overwhelming love. That must always
be the story of the Christian life.
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SUNDAY

SERVICES

2nd Oct.

9.30am:
10.30am:

Prayer meeting
“The best for now”

9th Oct.

9.30am:
10.30am:

Prayer Meeting
Guest Speaker: Nick Nundy

16th Oct.

9.30am:
10.30am:

Prayer Meeting
“Sheep Without a Shepherd”
Family Service

23rd Oct.

9.30am:
10.30am:

Prayer Meeting
“One Thing I Know”

30th Oct.

9.30am:
10.30am:

Prayer Meeting
“He Took Jesus at His Word”

FLOS will be held in the morning services

For more information please contact - Tel: 01953 880920
Email: info@wattonchurch.org.uk

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
A member of Evangelical Alliance
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