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Introduction
Most of us are familiar with this verse and have heard it, but what did
Jesus mean when He said ‘Ask and it will be given to you; seek and
you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.’
Matthew 7:7, and what does it mean for us today?
This month’s study seeks to explore what its relevance is for us and
how we should apply it to our lives.
God wants us to rely on Him in all aspects of our lives, to bring our
requests before Him in prayer as Philippians 4:6 says ‘Don’t worry
about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you
need, and thank him for all he has done.’ (NLT). As we start to ask
and rely on God, by prayerfully presenting our requests to Him, we
should also seek out His will for us in our lives and we should be doing
this continually, ‘Seek the Lord and His strength; Seek His face
continually [longing to be in His presence].’ 1 Chronicles 16:11
(Amplified). When we do this we will find that doors we knock on will be
opened because we are knocking on the right doors. It’s far easier to
walk through an open door than try to pound down a locked and bolted
one. Finding the right doors requires asking for the right things and
searching for the right things. We need to be asking and seeking God,
so that He shows us those open doors.
Included within the study there are some awesome puzzles and
pictures for you to complete that relate to the week’s subject. Also with
each week there is an All-Star Challenge which you can join in with.
Have fun completing the challenges and sharing the results with others.

This months study was written by Elaine

………………………………………………………………………….

All-Star Challenge
For next week can you think of a question you would really like to
ask someone and why would you ask them that?
2

Week 1 – Ask
‘Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and
the door will be opened to you.’ Matthew 7:7
We all ask questions all
the time, from what’s for
dinner? Who won the
match on Saturday? To
arguably deeper more
meaningful questions, like
what on earth am I here
for? And can God help
me? The truth is God
wants you to turn to Him
and ask Him questions,
to rely on and trust in Him
for all you need.

Matthew 7:11(NKJV) tells us that ‘If you then, being evil, know how
to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your
Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!’
God is your Heavenly Father and wants you to ask Him, as any parent
wants a child to trust, rely on and turn to them when they have needs.
When we have turned to God and asked questions or asked for
something, at times He has answered straight away and at other times
He has waited to respond, but God always answers us. It may not be in
the way we want, hope, expect or like but He definitely does answer.
But what should we be asking God for in our lives?
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Should we be asking Jesus Christ to come into our hearts and to have
a relationship with us? Or maybe we should be asking for God to take
control of our lives and use us for His purposes? Or maybe we should
be asking God to baptise us in His Holy Spirit or to refresh us with a
new infilling of His Spirit? Or maybe we should be asking God for gifts
in our lives so that we can step out in faith and bring Him glory?
The truth is asking God is all of these things and much more, as
Matthew 7:11 says, God wants to give His children good things and we
need to ask Him for them. We have an open path to God because of
what Jesus did for us, dying on the cross and paying the price for our
sins. We can approach God and have a relationship with Him, He is our
Heavenly Father and wants to bless us, because that delights Him, you
delight Him.

God wants you to approach Him and ask Him for everything you need.
Philippians 4:6 (TLB) says ‘Don’t worry about anything; instead,
pray about everything; tell God your needs, and don’t forget to
thank him for his answers.’
Ask God for what you need and thank Him when He answers, because
God will answer you, maybe not in the way you imagine. If you feel God
is silent and quiet and has not responded to your prayer then consider if
you are asking the right question or if God is waiting to answer to teach
you something. God never ignores us when we come to Him but He is
our Heavenly Father and knows what is best for us.
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This week and in the weeks to follow what are you asking God to do?
But be prepared for God to ask you to do things too! He knows what is
best for each of us and has a plan and a purpose for us all and this will
bring us a hope and a future (Jeremiah 29:11).
My life is in You, Lord
My strength is in You, Lord
My hope is in You, Lord
In You, it's in You
Whatever we ask the answer is God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Put
your trust in God and rely on Him.

TRUST
All-Star Challenge
1. Start a prayer journal. It’s a great idea to write down what you
have asked God for or what others have asked you to pray
about, whether that’s healing or strength, and when He has
answered tick it off. This way you can see how God is at work
in your life. Be prepared for the answer to your prayers not to
be what you expect, because God’s answer to your prayer is
always better!

2. Next week we are looking at ‘Seek’, can you design a
maze or a seek game to bring and show next week?
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Week 2 - Seek
‘Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and
the door will be opened to you.’ Matthew 7:7
A popular child’s game is
hide and seek and who
doesn’t love the thrill of
finding a perfect hiding spot
and waiting with anticipation
for the seeker to discover
your super hiding place. Or
alternatively seeking out
and uncovering everyone’s
hiding places, the places
they thought they would be
safe from being discovered.
As we grow up our desire and the thrill of seeking out new things does
not seem to vanish. That undiscovered quiet place on a beach, the new
book or TV programme that we discover or a new truth about life, all
these new discoveries give us a thrill as we have sought them out.
What are you seeking in your life? Are you looking for happiness, peace,
love, joy or reassurance? Or alternatively maybe you are searching for
strength, courage or boldness. Maybe it’s healing or wealth you are
searching for.
God promises that if we seek we will find; however what we were
originally looking for may not be the answer that God gives us, as last
week’s study revealed. You may be looking for wealth but God gives you
the riches of His love. God has not got it wrong; maybe what you were
looking for was not the right thing to bring you happiness. It was not the
right answer. God knows what is best for you, you may argue and think
He has got it wrong by not giving you what you want, but He is your
Father and He loves you more than you know and He gives you exactly
what you need. Just as a parent does not give their child everything they
seek and look for because they know what is best, the same is true with
God, but whereas parents may make mistakes, God never does.
Ultimately, what we all should be seeking is Jesus as He is the answer
to all our needs and if we seek Him we will surely find Him.
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If you need peace in your life, turn and seek Jesus as He is the Prince
of Peace (Isaiah 9:6) and Ephesians 2:14 says ‘For he himself is our
peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the
barrier, the dividing wall of hostility’(NIV). When we seek Jesus we will
find the peace we need, He will bring unity where there is division and
peace where there is unrest.
If you are looking for joy then turn to God, the giver of joy. David knew
that God gave Him joy, especially when he faced trials in his life and
that’s why he wrote ‘You make known to me the path of life; you will fill
me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.’
Psalm 16:1 (NIV). Enter into God’s presence and you will experience
that joy; no matter what it is you are facing in life, the Holy Spirit will
show you and fill you with joy, peace, love, faithfulness, self-control,
goodness, kindness, gentleness and patience.
God is also our strong tower, our refuge in times of peril, so when you
need strength, courage, shelter or boldness seek God. Just like the
song says
The name of the Lord
is a strong tower
The righteous run into it
and they are saved.

The
Name
Of
The
LORD
Is
A
Strong
Tower
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God is what you need when you are facing trials and tribulations, He
will not hide from you, but you will need to look for Him, turn to Him and
run into His protective arms.
‘You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your
heart.’ Jeremiah 29:13.
God wants us to seek Him
out but He is not playing hide
and seek. He stands with
arms wide open, beckoning
you to Him, with a bright light
announcing His presence for
all to see. He is not hiding in
darkness but is in brilliant
light. The Lord God Almighty
wants us to find Him and rely
on Him for all our needs. Don’t hide from God but strive towards Him.

All-Star Challenge
1. In the coming week seek out a bible verse that speaks into
a situation you are facing, for example where you may need
strength or courage or healing or maybe hope. Maybe it’s a
feeling you are seeking, for example joy or peace. Or
maybe you are experiencing a feeling, like fear or doubt,
then seek out a bible verse for these too. Try to memorise it
and use it, let God speak to you through it and provide you
with what you are seeking. If you are finding it difficult to
find a verse then speak to one of the pastors or your home
group leader and they can guide you.
2.

Next week is ‘Knock’ and to get ready for this exciting week
can you seek out the best knock, knock joke and bring it to
the service next week?
Go on have a laugh!
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Can you seek out the books of the Bible in this word search?
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Can you seek out the fruit of the Spirit?
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Week 3 – Knock
“Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the
door, I will come in, and we will share a meal together as friends.”

It is an awesome promise
that if we allow Jesus into our
lives He will not only come in
but He will sit with us, eat
with us as friends. But first
we need to open the door
and allow Him to step in. We
need to allow God access to
all our life, not just a part and
when we do we will know
Him as our friend.

Jesus said ‘I am the light of the world, whoever follows me will never
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life’ John 8:12 (NIV). When
we allow Jesus into our lives we no longer sit in darkness, you have the
light of the world in your life as your friend and He dispels all darkness.
Many children are scared of the dark and sleep with a nightlight left on,
as a comforting reassurance that they are not in complete darkness,
the soft glow from the light means that the darkness is kept at bay. With
Jesus all the darkness is banished, because the darkness can not
survive in the light, it has to run. In the light there is no place to hide, no
hidden corners so nothing scary can lurk there. God does the same for
each one of us in our lives. We never have to face anything alone or in
darkness. God promises that if you knock on the door it will be opened
to you. He does not want you to sit in darkness, locked behind a door
but God wants you to come in and sit down with Him, to share your life
and bring light and that gives you life, hope, love, joy, the list is endless.
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God does not want you to hide that light away but ‘…go into all the
world and preach the Good News’ Mark 16:15 TLB, to take the light into
the world. Don’t hide the light of God away in your life, but step out with
Him and let it shine so others around you can see it too and are drawn
to it. When we step out in faith and through the doors He has opened
for us and do what He wants us to, He is with us, His light surrounds
us. We do not walk in darkness and there is nothing to fear because He
gives us everything we need and will guide us.
What doors are you knocking on in your life? Does the door open or
does it seem to be staying shut? There are times when we feel that we
knock on a door but it stays shut, we feel we are not allowed to enter.
Maybe we are knocking on a door to a ministry we feel God has called
us to but the door remains shut. Then we need to ask if it is the right
door? Does God want to increase your faith by allowing the door to
remain closed for a time?
My lighthouse, my lighthouse
Shining in the darkness. I will
follow You
My lighthouse, my lighthouse
I will trust the promise.
You will carry me safe to shore
God will guide you in the
darkness, let’s look to Him and
His light. In all things remember
you live in His glorious light.

All-Star Challenge
1. Memorise this Bible verse Matthew 5:16 (NIV) ‘In the same
way, let your light shine before others, that they may see
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.’ And let
your light shine for God.
2. God is light, can you design and build a light themed model
and bring it in to show after the One Event?
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Week 4 - Given, found, opened
‘Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and
the door will be opened to you.’ Matthew 7:7
In Toy Story 2 there is a
grumpy old prospector
named Stinky Pete. He is
bitter and angry because he
was not a popular toy, one
that never got taken out of
the box. After years of being
unloved and untouched,
Stinky Pete is worth a lot of
money because he is in mint
condition and in his box.
Yet there is something very sad about the idea of a toy never being
played with, after all that is what a toy should be, loved, used and
played with. Equally God has given each of us gifts and we should take
them, open them and use them, not leave them on the shelf gathering
dust and unopened.
1 Peter 4: 10 tells us ‘God
has given each of you a
gift from his great variety
of spiritual gifts. Use them
well to serve one another.’
(NLT). God has given us all
gifts and it is our
responsibility to use them for
His glory, otherwise we risk
losing those gifts, the
blessings that come from
using them for others and us
and we won’t develop and
mature into them. Those
gifts are to be used so we
can fulfil the plans and
purpose God has for each of
our lives.
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If you think God has missed you out and you do not have any gifts,
then ask God to show you what they are, ask and you will get an
answer, because God wants you to use what He has given to you.
Then seek and you will find, God will open your eyes to see what He
has put into your hands. Once you have found those gifts it is up to you
to open them and use them. But do not panic, they will come with
instructions on how to grow and develop them. The Holy Spirit dwells
in each one of us and will be your instructor and will grow and develop
your gifting.
Ephesians 4:11-16 – Whatever you do in the Lord’s name is your
gifting and yes that can be a variety of things from preaching, teaching
to washing up or cleaning. They are all of equal importance and we
should never feel that one ministry or gifting is greater than another. A
car can not run without all its parts, its fuel or its driver, the same is true
of the Body of Christ, it can not function properly without you and your
gifts. Remember that you can also do all things because Christ gives
you strength (Philippians 4:13).
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who strengthens me
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August Services
ASK, SEEK, KNOCK * ALL-STAR*

Sunday 7th August: 9.30am Prayer
10.30am ASK
Sunday 14th August: 9.30am Prayer
10.30am SEEK
Sunday 21st August: 9.30am Prayer
10.30am KNOCK
Sunday 28th August:

NO SERVICE

(

)

For more information please contact - Tel: 01953 880920
Email: info@wattonchurch.org.uk
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk) Registered Charity
number 1160192.
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