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DEVOTED DISCIPLESHIP
Introduction
Acts 2:42 N.A.B. they were continually devoting themselves to the
apostles teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer.
This months study is about the early Christian church, and their
principles and practices. It is about the numerical growth and
development of the early church.
It will be helpful to look at our study verse in the context of
Acts chapter 2.
·
·
·

Verses 1-13 the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
Verses 14-36 Peter’s sermon
Verses 37-47 3000 converted and committed to following Jesus.

Following Peter’s sermon, there is an explosion of growth. That day
there were added 3000 souls. So the “church” grows from 120 to 3120,
that’s a 26 times increase! I wonder if Peter was expecting a response
on this scale? What would happen if this Sunday the number of
believers in your church increased by 26 times? So 30 would become
780, 40 would become 1040 and 50 would become 1300! Wow!
Why were there such a large number of conversions? Peter was an
ordinary man, his expertise was as a fisherman, and he wasn’t
eloquent, intelligent or particularly scholarly. Yet his sermon “pierced
their hearts”. We might say that they were challenged, but it was much
more than that. “Brethren, what shall we do?” they asked the disciples.
And Peter told them clearly to repent and be baptized.
Peter had received a “baptism of fire”
in the upper room. A tongue of fire had
rested on the apostles and they were
all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other tongues, as
the Spirit was giving them utterance.
That must have been an amazing
experience for ALL of them! No one
was excluded, they all received an
infilling of the Holy Spirit.
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So when Peter addressed the crowd, he wasn’t speaking or acting in
his own strength. He had received an anointing from God and he spoke
out powerfully, with confidence. And 3000 souls were saved. It was the
Holy Spirit who challenged and convicted these people. With any work
of God, we must remember that it begins, continues and ends with the
Holy Spirit. Although this book is called the Acts of the apostles, it could
be called the Acts of the Holy Spirit.

So how did Peter deal with this situation? There must have been
practical difficulties; and how did they maintain the sense of awe and
togetherness they were experiencing, if they did?
Peter’s first challenge was to baptize 3000 people, by full immersion of
course. There is no indication in the scriptures of where this took place,
or when. As they were in Jerusalem there would be plenty of places for
ceremonial ablutions and irrigation pools. What wonderful testimonies
these would have been. It is easy to be amazed by the conversion of
3000 people at one time, but their baptisms would have been
amazing too!
And it’s interesting that 120 were baptized in the Holy Spirit in an upper
room, followed by 3000 being baptized in water in various places in
Jerusalem. We can really get the feel of God’s movement outwards, from
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, even to the remotest parts of the earth.
This months study was written by Jon
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WEEK 1: DEVOTED DISCIPLESHIP
Acts 2:42 The Message that day about 3000 took him at his word,
were baptized and were signed up. They committed themselves to the
teaching of the apostles, the life together, the common meal, and the
prayers.
Before we look at the 4 elements of this verse, we can note there is one
thing which links their activities, and that is their devotion. They
devoted themselves… the word devotion means “love, loyalty,
enthusiasm”. It also means “commitment or dedication to a purpose or
project”. The same verb is used in Acts 1:14 regarding devotion to
prayer by the 120 in the upper room.
The dictionary of bible themes says: “devotion is wholehearted
commitment to God, to another person or to a task. God’s people are
encouraged to show such commitment”.
And Soren Kierkegaard, a Danish theologian and philosopher said:
“success is to will one thing”.
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So these early Christians
were radical,
wholehearted, 100%
totally devoted believers.
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Peter hadn’t devised a 7 step programme, John hadn’t recorded a
series of c.d.’s “12 ways to increase your faith and be a better
christian”! Something was at work deep inside these early Christians,
something which had turned their lives upside down, and which would
enable them to reach out with the message of salvation, eventually to
the uttermost parts of the earth. They had experienced a change of
heart, a change of purpose and a change of direction.
“Repent and be baptized, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” Peter
said. And 3000 were obedient, and they received forgiveness of sins
and the Holy Spirit.
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Receiving Christ as Saviour and Lord has to be an act of repentance,
which simply means a change of mind, regret or remorse. Repentance
is about a turning around from independence to God-dependence!
It’s a new birth experience, and we are born into a new family; we
become children of God, (2 Corinthians 5 v.17) new creations!
Let’s remember that our faith,
our salvation is personal
before corporate. These
disciples had each received
personal salvation, personal
forgiveness and a personal
in-filling of the Holy Spirit.

And when you and I are obedient to the Gospel, we receive the same
salvation, forgiveness of sins, and the same Holy Spirit! No wonder
Paul says (Ephesians 5 v.17-20) “be filled with the Spirit”. If we look
more closely at that verse, Paul is saying that we should go on being
filled with the Spirit. It isn’t a once and for all experience, we need to
continually be drinking in the Holy Spirit if we are to experience the
same devotion, the same love which the early Christians experienced.
Even Jesus was filled with the Spirit (Luke 4 v.1).
This was the source of their devotion. The Holy Spirit now indwelt
them, their eyes had been opened to their sin and then to the wonder
of the Saviour who had died to free them from their sin and all it’s
terrible consequences.
So these believers had love, enthusiasm, commitment and they
outworked this in 4 different areas. Over the next 4 weeks we will be
looking at the apostles doctrine (teaching), fellowship, breaking of
bread, prayers.
Before we begin our study, let each of us be challenged. What
motivates us? Are we devoted – to Christ, to each other, to the work
(Matthew 28 v.19). These early believers devoted themselves. Have
we devoted ourselves?
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WEEK 2: DEVOTED TO THE WORD
Acts 2:42 Amplified And they steadfastly persevered, devoting themselves constantly to the instruction and fellowship of the apostles, to the
breaking of bread [including the Lord’s Supper] and prayers.
We have seen that every move of God begins, continues and ends with
the Holy Spirit. However in all things there must be a balance, and that
includes the Christian life. There has to be a balance of the Word of
God and the Spirit of God. It has been said that:
Too much of the word, too little of the Spirit, we slow up
Too much of the Spirit, too little of the word, we blow up
A balance of the word and the Spirit, we grow up.
So the early Christians devoted themselves to the apostles doctrine,
God’s word. They loved Jesus and they loved the word of God. Can
you imagine loving someone yet ignoring what they said, or simply not
listening? Well, God speaks through His word, and it is our responsibility to listen.
We must remember of course that we are blessed with the complete
canon of scripture. The apostles doctrine or teaching referred to here,
would consist of the teachings of Jesus, especially the Gospel which
was centred in Jesus death, burial and resurrection. It was a unique
teaching in that it came from God and it was clothed with the authority
given to the apostles. It is good to remember that at it’s centre was the
Gospel. The Good News!

6

So devotion to the apostles teaching meant devotion to evangelism as
well as to education!
The bible is called the Word of God because that is precisely what it is.
2 Timothy 3 v.16 “all scripture is God breathed, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,”
As Jim McOtter the entrepreneur said “all scripture is God-breathed
and He doesn’t waste His breathe”.
There are many other quotes about the bible, here are a couple:
Victor Hugo: “England has two books, the bible and Shakespeare.
England made Shakespeare but the bible made England”. Something
may have been lost in the translation, but we can get a sense of what
he was saying.
Many of the presidents of
America knew the importance
of the bible, both in personal
and public life.

George W. Bush said “I was humbled to learn that God sent His Son to
die for a sinner like me. I was comforted to know that through the Son, I
could find God's amazing grace, a grace that crosses every border,
every barrier and is open to everyone. Through the love of Christ's life,
I could understand the life changing powers of faith...Faith changes
lives. I know, because faith has changed mine. I could not be governor
if I did not believe in a divine plan that supersedes all human plans.
Politics is a fickle business. Polls change. Today's friend is tomorrow's
adversary. People lavish praise and attention. Many times it is genuine;
sometimes it is not. Yet I build my life on a foundation that will not shift."
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Psalm 119 is the longest of the Psalms with 176 verses. Much of it
focuses on God’s word. The Psalmist had discovered God’s word to be
indispensable. In fact the sub-title in the N.K.J. version is “Meditations
on the excellencies of the Word of God”. That really sums up what the
Psalmist thought of God’s Word.
So what about us? Can we say (like the Psalmist in verse 11) “Your word
I have hid in my heart, that I might not sin against you”. Do we meditate
on God’s word through the night watches (verse 148)
God’s word will feed our souls, if we let it. Rick Warren talks about
needing physical food for physical strength, and needing spiritual food for
spiritual strength. The bible describes itself as spiritual food, the milk,
water, bread and meat of our spiritual lives. It’s everything we need for
sustenance. Reading and meditating on God’s Word will build us up.
Recent research (2014) showed that 23% of Christians never read the
bible. They must be starving!

Are we hungry for the
Word? It’s interesting
that the more we feed
upon God’s word, the
hungrier we get!
Let’s devote ourselves
more and more to the
Word of God. And
remember the words
of C.H.Spurgeon “If
your bible is falling
apart, it will probably
mean you aren’t”.
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WEEK 3: DEVOTED TO EACH OTHER
Acts 2:42 E.R.V. The believers spent their time listening to the
teaching of the apostles. They shared everything with each other.
They ate together and prayed together.
The early Christians were devoted to each other. The N.A.S.B. says
that they were devoted to fellowship. This word conveys different
images of course, but the word translated fellowship is the Greek word
koinonia. And koinonia means “sharing in common, communion,
fellowship”.
So the idea of fellowship here is that these believers shared. They
shared their time, their possessions, their property,
their wealth, their love, their lives. Verse 44 “And all who believed were
together and had all things in common; and they began selling their
property and possessions and were sharing them with all who had
need”.
These disciples wanted the best for each other. Because of their
devotion there would be none in want.

John writes about fellowship in his letters:
1 John 1 v.3 Amplified bible What we have seen and [ourselves] heard,
we are also telling you, so that you too may realize and enjoy
fellowship as partners and partakers with us. And [this] fellowship that
we have [which is a distinguishing mark of Christians] is with the Father
and with His Son Jesus Christ (the Messiah).
Continued on p.12
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JULY MEETINGS
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER & BABY GROUP
Thursday mornings during term time

9.30am - 11.15am
Cost £1 per family
Fun food stories crafts singing

Midweek Groups
We have various midweek
groups, meeting at different
times and places.
Ask a pastor, to discover a
group that is right for you!

Friday morning
10.00am - 12noon

Prayer Meetings

Drop in to find
out more
about us!

Sunday mornings 9.30am
Tuesday 5th & 19th July
11.00am - 12 noon

Everyone welcome

Watton & District Diabetes UK Group
Monday morning 11th July
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
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Coach leaves Queens Hall Car Park
at 9.30am returns 4.30pm aprox.
BARBECUE included
Bring your own drinks and snacks
Please book

ALL FREE - BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY

ASK….

Our August
Services

SEEK...

KNOCK!
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1 John 1 v.6 So if we say we
are partakers together and
enjoy fellowship with Him
when we live and move and
are walking about in
darkness, we are [both]
speaking falsely and do not
live and practice the Truth
[which the Gospel presents].
v.7 But if we [really] are living
and walking in the Light, as
He [Himself] is in the Light,
we have [true, unbroken]
fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ
His Son cleanses [removes]
us from all sin and guilt
[keeps us cleansed from sin
in all it’s forms and
manifestations].

John is looking at fellowship from a different viewpoint here. He’s
saying that first of all our fellowship is spiritual. Christians have
fellowship with our Heavenly Father God and with His Son Jesus. We
have communion at a different level, a spiritual level. Is there a sense
here that we share our lives with God? And He shares something of
His nature, His character with us?
Our fellowship with God is a direct result of our relationship with Him
as believers. First we enter (through faith) into a relationship with God.
We do this when we become born again, born into God’s family
(John 3 v.3). 2 Corinthians 5 v.17 amplified version says “Therefore if
any person is in Christ he is a new creation [a new creature altogether].
The old [previous moral and spiritual condition] has passed away.
Behold the fresh and new has come”. And from this relationship we
have fellowship with God, that is a day by day communion with Him.
12

John was stressing the importance of integrity in our fellowship with
God. We cannot behave as we wish. Our behaviour will affect our
fellowship, our communion with our Heavenly father. God is a Holy
God. As light and darkness cannot exist together, neither can sin
and holiness.
And subsequently our fellowship with God will affect our fellowship with
other christians.
We all have parents, and nothing can change that relationship. But that
relationship may not always be harmonious!
And nothing can change who we are as christians; that is our identity
as children of God. But our fellowship, our communion with Him can
change, affected by sin in our lives. Again John writes in 1 John 2 v.1
My little children, I write you these things so that you may not violate
God’s law and sin. But if anyone should sin, we have
an Advocate (One Who will intercede for us) with the Father—[it is]
Jesus Christ [the all] righteous [upright, just, Who conforms to the
Father’s will in every purpose, thought, and action]. And He [that same
Jesus Himself] is the propitiation (the atoning sacrifice) for our sins, and
not for ours alone but also for [the sins of] the whole world. And this is
how we may discern [daily, by experience] that we are coming to know
Him [to perceive, recognize, understand, and become better
acquainted with Him]: if we keep (bear in mind, observe, practice) His
teachings (precepts, commandments).
The challenge for us today
is: are we truly devoted to
fellowship, to sharing our
lives? We have a
tremendous opportunity to
fellowship with each other;
and we have an amazing
opportunity to fellowship
with the Living God.

And if we do “fall out” with our Heavenly Father, then we have an
advocate, Jesus Christ!
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WEEK 4: DEVOTED TO REMEMBERING JESUS
Acts 2:42 N.I.V. They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and
to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
They were devoted to the breaking of bread. In verse 46 it seems this
refers to the ordinary meal, which they shared from house to house.
However in verse 42 it refers to the breaking of bread or Lord’s Supper.
Let’s look at the origin and significance of the breaking of bread.
Matthew 26 v.26-30 While they were eating, Jesus took some bread,
and after a blessing, he broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said,
“Take, eat, this is My body.” And when He had taken a cup and given
thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is
My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness
of sins. But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now
on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”
After singing a hymn they went out to the Mount of Olives.

1 Corinthians 11 v.23-26 For I received from the Lord that which I also
delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was
betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.”
In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, This cup is
the new covenant in my blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”
Reading the Gospels, we find that Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper at
the time of the Passover or the Feast of Unleavened Bread. At this time
the Jews would be thinking about and celebrating their deliverance
from 430 years “to the day” of Egyptian captivity. So Jesus words would
have been very significant. I wonder if they were able to grasp what he
was saying? He spoke of his impending death by crucifixion.
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History reminds us that following the plagues which God had brought on
Pharaoh, because Pharaoh had not relinquished his hold on the
Israellites, God was going to send another plague. Exodus 11 v.4 Thus
says the Lord, “About midnight I am going out into the midst of Egypt,
and all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of
Pharaoh who sits on the throne, even to the firstborn of the slave girl
who is behind the millstones.”

Exodus 12 v.3 “On the tenth of this month they
(the Israellites) are each one to take a lamb for
themselves, according to their father’s
households, a lamb for each household.” Verse 7
“Moreover, they shall take some of the blood (of
the lamb) and put it on the two doorposts and on
the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.” Verse
13 “The blood shall be a sign for you, on the
houses where you live; and when I see the blood
I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you
to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.”
So for the Israellites the only way they could be safe was to obey God’s
word and eat the Passover lamb; and then they had to daub the blood of
the lamb on the doorposts and lintel of the house where they lived.
And we know that God kept His word, and that at midnight He struck all
the firstborn of the land in the land of Egypt. And because of their
obedience the Israellites were exempt. What a terrible night that was for
the Egyptians.
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The significance for us
today is that the sacrificial
death of Jesus was for all
mankind, not just the
Jewish nation.
In John 1 v.29 John says
of Jesus: Behold the Lamb
of God, who takes away
the sin of the world.” And
Paul writes about “Christ
our Passover in
1 Corinthians 5 v.7.”
And of course it is personal, when we appropriate it for ourselves. And
when we take the bread and wine, we are reminded of Calvary, and the
cost of our freedom, not from the tyranny of a Pharaoh, but from sin
and it’s curse.
So the bread is a symbol, a reminder of Jesus body, and the wine is a
symbol of his blood. And when believers eat the bread and drink the
wine, we are reminded of Jesus supreme sacrifice. John 15 v.13
Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for
his friends.
It is interesting that they were devoted to the breaking of bread. I
wonder if modern day Christians are just as devoted to it? Possibly
it has become familiar and it has lost it’s freshness?

We can ask Christ
Himself to
rekindle our love,
our devotion to
Him today, even
as we take the
bread and wine.
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WEEK 5: DEVOTED TO PRAYER
Acts 2:42 Good News Translation They spent their time learning from
the apostles, taking part in the fellowship, and sharing in the fellowship
meals and prayers.
As we read through the book of Acts we can see how important prayer
was to the early Christians.
They prayed a lot! Which makes me ask the question “what is prayer?”
We may think that prayer is about coming to God with our requests,
petitions. We can quote verses like James 4 v.2 “You have not
because you ask not.” Does God becomes a heavenly waiter, at our
beck and call? Or we may even think that prayer is an opportunity to
thank God, for all his goodness. He is after all a beneficent God who
loves to give good gifts to his children! But maybe there is more to
prayer?
Jeremy Taylor said:
“Prayer is the peace of
our spirit, the stillness of
our thoughts, the
evenness of our
recollection, the sea of
our meditation, the rest
of our cares, the calm of
our tempest.”
That makes me want to
pray more!

And Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 5 v.16-18 NKJV Rejoice always, pray
without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you.
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So we are encouraged to pray, but is this enough? Does prayer excite
us; are we devoted to prayer?
In Acts 2 the disciples were in the upper room, and their prayer time
was waiting upon God. As E.May Grimes wrote:
Speak Lord in the stillness, while I wait on Thee;
Hushed my heart to listen in expectancy.
Speak, O blessed Master, in this quiet hour,
Let me see Thy face, Lord, feel Thy touch of pow’r
For the words Thou speakest, they are life indeed;
Living Bread from heaven, now my spirit feed!

God waits for us.
And when we pray
we are supposed
to wait for and on
him. (John White).
The bible
frequently
associates stillness
and silence with
prayer. One of the
Hebrew words for
stillness is damam,
which means still
as stone. How still
is that? Is that my
experience of
stillness?
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Psalm 46 v.10 says: Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted
among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.

How really wonderful to be still in God’s presence. Again I wonder,
when we pray are we really still? The Hebrew word for stillness in
Psalm 46 is rap-ah, to let go, to let it fall, to drop. So as we come into
His presence, we can let go of anything and everything which would
distract, influence or trouble us. We can drop our stuff before engaging
with the Living God, and hearing from Him. In the context of Psalm 46
that’s amazing. The Psalmist is speaking of catastrophic events taking
place. The earth giving way, mountains quaking, falling into the sea.
Maybe global warming isn’t a recent problem!
And then he writes about nations being in uproar, kingdoms falling;
2000 years before two world wars, there was international unrest! And
yet even in the middle of such frightening occurrences, the Psalmist is
at peace.
The early Christians were devoted to prayer. The challenge for us is to
make time to wait upon God!
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SUNDAY

SERVICES

3rd July

9.30am:
10.30am:

Prayer meeting
“Devoted Discipleship”

10th July

9.30am:
10.30am:

Prayer meeting
“Devoted to the Word”

17th July

9.30am:

Away Day, High Lodge
(No Service)

24th July

9.30am:
10.30am:

Prayer Meeting
“Devoted to Remembering Jesus”

31st July

9.30am:
10.30am:

Prayer Meeting
“Devoted to Prayer”

Sunday School will be held during the service

For more information please contact - Tel: 01953 880920
Email: info@wattonchurch.org.uk

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
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