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King of Kings
The Queen's 2008
Christmas Broadcast.

"I hope that, like me you will be comforted by the example of Jesus of
Nazareth who, often in circumstances of great adversity, managed to
live an outgoing, unselfish and sacrificial life.
Countless millions of people around the world continue to celebrate his
birthday at Christmas, inspired by his teaching.
He makes it clear that genuine human happiness and satisfaction lie
more in giving than receiving; more in serving than in being served.
We can surely be grateful that, two thousand years after the birth of
Jesus, so many of us are able to draw inspiration from his life and
message, and to find in him a source of strength and courage."

In this study we aim to
look at different aspects
of the Kingship of Jesus
Christ and perhaps draw
inspiration, strength and
courage to face and
secure our own future as
we journey through life.
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WEEK 1: All Hail the Exalted King
Philippians 2: 9-11
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name
that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
The phrase 'exalted to the highest place' in the Greek is one word,
which might easily be translated as 'super-exalted', it refers to the
resurrection, ascension and glorification of Jesus. Implicit in this
exaltation is his triumph over death and sin, and that his Lordship will
be acknowledged by every being. Our reading begins with the word
therefore, and therefore in the bible always means that the previous
verses tell us what it is there for.
A. The Emptied King
“Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who,
although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a
bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.”
(Philippians 2:5-7)

The Greek word for
'taking' in our
scripture does not
imply an exchange,
but rather an
addition. The
mystery of helpless
babe and yet God
almighty.
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The term 'emptied himself' takes on an interesting perspective and is
perhaps more to do with laying aside who he is for a purpose. What
can we learn from this? well ask yourself the following questions:
1. Where does your identity lay? Is it your bank balance, your abilities,
or your career or is it in Christ Jesus and who he says you are?
2. Where does your authority lay?
3. Where does your security lay?
We should expand our belief
and trust in the word of God,
not simply giving mental
assent but rather living in
and on the word.

B. The King of Humility
Jesus is our example in all things and is a no less powerful example in
humility. The bible tells us, " Do not think of yourself more highly than
you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you."
We all need friends who are able to be honest with us and speak the
truth in love. This type of honesty only comes from genuine love and
relationship.
There is a line between good behaviour and bad behaviour and we
should in sober reflection, love and faith live above the line. Why not
give someone permission to say "that was below the line" when you
slip below that line?
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C. The Sympathetic King
“Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.
For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are,
yet without sin. Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne
of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of
need.” (Hebrews 4:14-16)
Let me start this final section by asking the question, 'do you believe?"
Our scripture tells us to hold fast to our confession of faith. We are told:

1. Jesus opens the way
for us to find grace
With confidence we
may approach the
throne of grace, not
standing at a distance
but drawing near as a
loved child of God.

2. Jesus enables us receive mercy
Listen I want to shout this to you, "WE ALL MAKE MISTAKES."
Therefore when we enter the throne room we should not think we can
hide our mistakes but should openly approach the throne to receive
mercy.
3. Jesus invites us to walk in his grace
The proof of our openness and time well spent in the throne room is
visible in our walk during the coming weeks. Jesus not only sympathises, he gives us strength to overcome our weaknesses, our vices
and our fears.
All hail King Jesus, let us together follow him.
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WEEK 2: All Hail the King of Glory
"Lift up your heads, you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the
King of glory may come in. Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong
and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors, that the
King of glory may come in. Who is he, this King of glory? The LORD
Almighty- he is the King of glory" (Psalm 24: 7-10)
There have been traditionally two ways of reading Psalm 24.
First, it may be read as the entrance
of Jesus Christ into our hearts. The
obstacles to our salvation are the
gates and ancient doors of our
hearts. The gates may represent
what others may think, our own need
of proof or simply our fear of
surrender. The ancient doors could
represent the things that have
always held mankind back such as
pride, jealousy and unforgiveness.
His grace will enable us to be justified by faith, his grace lifts away the
barriers that held us back and restricted our lives. Jesus Christ enters
our hearts as the King of glory, the Lord almighty. Simply we allow him
control of our lives by willing obedience on a daily basis.
Secondly, it may also be read as his ascension into heaven following
his resurrection. There is also the idea that it is a procession and that it
is the people in that procession that shout for the gates of heaven to be
opened. John says "for a time is coming when all who are in their
graves will hear his voice" (John 5:28).
Matthew 27:51-53 suggests people who were long dead had risen from
their graves and were seen by many in Jerusalem. While Paul in his
letter to the Ephesians (chapter 4: 8 -10) suggests that when he
ascended on high he took many captives after plundering hell. Imagine
for a moment this glorious procession with the King of Glory at its head.
In Colossians 2:15 Paul says that he made a public spectacle of our
enemies. Perhaps in this train or procession to heaven there were
spiritual powers and authorities, captives of Christ.
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Maybe both ideas have their place, however the psalm gives us a
picture of who Jesus is. He is:
A. The risen King
Death could not hold him - the grave could not contain him. He is risen
and is alive for evermore. Today the Christian can say with confidence
Death has been swallowed up in victory.” “Where, O death, is your
victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” For our King is risen.
This is what the bible declares "By his power God raised the Lord from
the dead, and he will raise us also." (1 Corinthians 6:15)

B. The Strong and mighty King
His victories are implied by the following titles "The Lord strong and
mighty, the Lord mighty in battle." Death is defeated and taken captive, it
has no hold or control over Jesus and therefore no hold on you. Sin has
no control in your life. He has made you the master of your own destiny,
you are master of the vices that once beset you, you are master of your
feelings and your responses to life.
For he who the son sets free is free indeed
Continued on p. 10
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JUNE MEETINGS
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER & BABY GROUP
Thursday mornings during term time

9.30am - 11.15am
Cost £1 per family
Fun food stories crafts singing

Midweek Groups
We have various midweek
groups, meeting at different
times and places.
Ask a pastor, to discover a
group that is right for you!

Friday morning
10.00am - 12noon

Prayer Meetings

Drop in to find
out more
about us!

Sunday mornings 9.30am

Everyone welcome

Tuesday 7th & 21st June
11.00am - 12 non

Watton & District Diabetes UK Group
Monday morning 13th June
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
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The Queen’s 90th Birthday
Garden Party
Saturday 11th June
10.00am to 3.00pm
Live TV Broadcasts
Best Royal Hat competition,
Quizzes, Games and Displays
Light Lunch with Sandwiches, Strawberries & Cream
This Exciting Event is free of charge,
please invite your friends

Celebration & Thanksgiving Service
Sunday 12th June 10.30 - 12noon
Clelebrate and give thanks for the
Queen’s 90th birthday with us!
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AWAY DAY AT
Sunday 17th July - Coach leaves Queens Hall
Car Park at 9.30am returns 4.30pm aprox.
BARBECUE included ((please book)
ALL FREE - BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY
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C. The Glorious King
"Ascribe to the Lord, you heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and
strength. Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord
in the splendour of his holiness." (Psalm 29:1-2)
Let us as we enter his presence with worship and adoration, not allow
our inhibitions to hold us back but worship our glorious king. The bible
tells us that "everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way."
However, let us not allow the fear of man to restrict and contain our
praise and worship of the Lord our king.
1. Worship in purity and thankfulness
"For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you,
for your righteous acts have been revealed.” (Revelation 15:4)
If we are to worship the Lord in the splendour of his holiness we must
worship him in spirit and in truth. That is to say in genuine adoration
and thankfulness for all that he has done.
2. Worship in prophetic acknowledgement
Philippians 2: 9-11
"Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the
name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father."
While we do not see one specific
position in worship we must
recognise that "everything should
be done in a fitting and orderly
way." This everything would
include; dance, bowing the knee,
raising hands, clapping, jumping
up and down and sitting quietly.
We should have the personal
freedom to participate in any of
these actions both individually
and corporately.
How do you hail the King of glory?
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WEEK 3: All Hail the ruling King
The gospel of Luke (1:32-33) tells us that Jesus is ruling, he is
sovereign. He has a Kingdom and we should pray for is kingdom to
come on earth.
"Thy Kingdom come --Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven."
William Barclay says,
"Let us assume that the second petition explains, and amplifies, and
defines the first. We then have the perfect definition of the Kingdom of
God--The Kingdom of God is a society, upon earth where Gods will is
as perfectly done as it is in heaven. Here we have the explanation of
how the Kingdom can be past, present and future all at the one time.
Any man who at any time in history perfectly did God's will was within
the Kingdom; any man who perfectly does God's will is within the
Kingdom; but since the world is very far from being a place where
God's will is perfectly and universally done, the consummation of the
Kingdom is still in the future and is still something for which we must
pray.
To be in the Kingdom is to obey the will of God. Immediately we see
that the Kingdom is not something which primarily has to do with
nations and peoples and countries. It is something which has to do with
each one of us. The Kingdom is in fact the most personal thing in the
world. The Kingdom demands the submission of my will, my heart, my
life. It is only when each one of us makes his personal decision and
submission that the Kingdom comes. "
A. The Kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed
It is the fact of history that the greatest things must always begin with
the smallest beginnings. An idea which may well change civilization
begins with one man.
For instance, in the British empire, William Wilberforce was responsible
for ending slavery. The story goes he was a close friend of Pitt, then
Prime Minister, and one day he was sitting with him and George
Grenville in Pitt's garden at Holwood. Suddenly Pitt turned to him:
"Wilberforce," he said, "why don't you give a notice of a motion on the
slave-trade?" An idea was sown in the mind of one man, and that idea
changed life for hundreds of thousands of people. An idea must find a
man willing to be possessed by it; but when it finds such a man an
unstoppable tide begins to flow.
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B. The Kingdom of heaven
is like treasure
hidden in a field

Suddenly, as the man who discovered the treasure, there may flash
upon us, in some moment of illumination, the conviction of what God's
will is for us. To accept it may be to give up certain aims and ambitions
which are very dear, to abandon certain habits and ways of life which
are very difficult to lay down, to take on a discipline and self-denial
which are by no means easy, in a word, to take up our cross and follow
after Jesus. But there is no other way to peace of mind and heart in this
life and to glory in the life to come. It is indeed worth giving up
everything to accept and to do the will of God.
C. The Kingdom of God is like a merchant looking for fine pearls
It is suggestive to find the Kingdom of Heaven compared to a pearl. To
the ancient peoples, as we have just seen, a pearl was the loveliest of
all possessions; that means that the Kingdom of Heaven is the loveliest
thing in the world. Let us remember what the Kingdom is. To be in the
Kingdom is to accept and to do the will of God. That is to say, to do the
will of God is no grim, grey, agonizing thing; it is a lovely thing. Beyond
the discipline, beyond the sacrifice, beyond the self-denial, beyond the
cross, there lies the supreme loveliness which is nowhere else. There
is only one way to bring peace to the heart, joy to the mind, beauty to
the life, and that is to accept and to do the will of God.
The Chinese Christian prayed the well-known prayer, "Lord, revive thy
Church, beginning with me," and we might well paraphrase that and
say, "Lord, bring in thy Kingdom, beginning with me." To pray for the
Kingdom of Heaven is to pray that we may submit our wills entirely to
the will of God.
All hail the King of Kings, he deserves the submission of my will, my
heart, my life.
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WEEK 4: The Servant King
This is our God, The servant King
He calls us now, to follow Him,
To bring our lives, as a daily offering,
Of worship to, the servant King.
Many of us have sung these words from the hymn written by Graham
Kendrick but I wonder how many of us have ever thought of acting
upon them. Why call Jesus the servant king? Jesus, describing himself
as the son of man, said "just as the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." He
gave his life as a ransom to purchase you and pay the price that you
could never have paid.
A. Commitment
We are called to follow him, we are not called to read the map, understand everything or know the outcomes. We are simply to follow him,
the servant King, in humble obedience. How do we show our commitment to Jesus?
1. We show our commitment by attending a local church as often as
possible. We join with the rest of his body to worship, pray and listen to
his word. Our commitment is in our giving, and I do not mean simply
monetary giving, I mean giving of your talents, gifting and yourself to
serve the body of Christ his church.
2. We show our commitment
by meeting with fellow
believers, for we are told that
where two or three are
gathered together there he is
in their midst. We should not
mistake this small gathering
as church but rather it is an
opportunity through an act of
his grace to be able to enter
into his presence. Through
praying in faith together we
serve the church his body.
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3. We show our commitment by our availability. Every part of the body can
serve the other members but only if we make ourselves available.
Our commitment is to follow him and do as he would do.
B. Consecration
.
The word consecration in the New Testament applies to all Christians; we
are consecrated people. The New Testament also describes all
Christians as a holy nation and a royal priesthood.
To bring our lives, as a daily offering suggests three things for us to note

1. A daily meeting with him
It seems too obvious to state that a servant should meet with his master
each day to receive instructions, encouragement and enabling.
2. The act of giving ourselves daily
It is sensible to give ourselves to be consecrated for any special duties
or good works that the King has prepared for us in advance.
3. The act of bringing an offering to God daily.
Christians should be an example of generosity. Yet many think that
church is there for their convenience rather than for their opportunity
to love as Jesus loved and to follow his example in enabling and
encouraging his church.
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C. Worship
True worship is a lifestyle that is filled with individual daily acts of
worship, praise and thanksgiving. This lifestyle of worship causes the
individual to decrease and Jesus to increase and become more visible
in our daily lives. A lifestyle of genuine worship will impact on our
heads, our hearts and our hands.
1. It will impact on how we think
It will dispel thoughts of disobedience and schemes of self importance.
Rather our thinking will align more closely with the thinking of Jesus.
We will no longer think of ourselves as impotent in evangelism rather
we will recognise the power of the Holy Spirit in the message of God.
We will think of ourselves as children of God not as lost, or sinners, or
as useless but we will agree with God. This changes how we walk
through life.
2. It will impact on how we love
It will remove from our hearts thoughts of gossip, unforgiveness and
selfishness. Rather as we show our general love for God through our
lifestyle of worship, we will love with the love of God that the Holy Spirit
has poured into our hearts and love as Jesus loved.
3. It will impact on how we help and handle holy things
Everyday will become an adventure bringing opportunity after
opportunity to help and serve others, first in the church and then the
community in which we live and then the wider world. We will not
grow tired of doing good, more than that we will have a zeal for the
house of God.
All hail the servant King
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SUNDAY

SERVICES

5th June

9.30am:
10.30am:

Prayer meeting
“All hail the exalted King”

12th June

9.30am:
10.30am:

Prayer meeting
Celebration and Thanksgiving
Service for the Queen’s 90th birthday

19th June

9.30am:
10.30am:

Prayer meeting
Family Service
“All hail the ruling King”

26th June

9.30am:
10.30am:

Prayer Meeting
“The servant King”

Sunday School will be held during the service

For more information please contact - Tel: 01953 880920
Email: info@wattonchurch.org.uk

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
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