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Might there be more to Christmas?
We aim during December to bring
the Christmas Story more into focus.
How do you take your photos? The
Brownie 127 box camera had a fixed
focus lens, whereas today Smart
phones and digital cameras
automatically give us focus. They
make things clear and sharp.

If only it was that simple to focus at Christmas! There is so much to
distract us from what Christmas is really about. We think about family
and friends, which is good and right, but then it is easy to get caught up
with the stress of preparation and the peripheral things. We can easy
forget the real, simple and life-changing story which forms the
centrepiece of it all.

Let us ask ourselves 4 questions that will help to bring the Christmas
Story into focus.
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Week 1: Might there be more to this man Jesus?
C. S. Lewis, who was a professor at Cambridge University and once an
agnostic, understood this issue clearly.
He writes: "I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish
thing that people often say about Him: 'I'm ready to accept Jesus as a
great moral teacher, but I don't accept His claim to be God.' That is the
one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the
sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would
either be a lunatic - on a level with the man who says he is a poached
egg - or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice.
Either this man was, and is, the son of God: or else a madman or
something worse."
Then Lewis adds: "You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him
and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord
and God. But let us not come up with any patronizing nonsense about
His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He
did not intend to."
The truth is each of us will make a decision about Jesus, we will either
believe he is who he says he is or we will ignore him or reject him.
Let us bring into focus the actions of the man:
1. What did historians of the time who opposed him say about Jesus?
The Jewish historian Flavius Josephus said “About this time there lived
Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one ought to call him a man. For he was
one who performed surprising deeds and was a teacher of such people
as accept the truth gladly. He won over many Jews and many of the
Greeks. He was the Christ. And when, upon the accusation of the
principal men among us, Pilate had condemned him to a cross, those
who had first come to love him did not cease.
He appeared to them spending a third
day restored to life, for the prophets of
God had foretold these things and a
thousand other marvels about him.
And the tribe of the Christians, so
called after him, has still to this day
not disappeared.”
(Flavius Josephus: Antiquities of the
Jews, Book 18, Chapter 3, 3, written
around 93–94 AD)
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2. Jesus heals people and makes their life better
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened
so that the works of God might be displayed in him. As long as it is day,
we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one
can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” After
saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and
put it on the man’s eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam”
(this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home
seeing. (John 9:1-7)
What an incredible story, could this happen today? Think how this man’s
life was changed by his encounter with Jesus.

Homework
Wikipedia says that these are the bible verses people cite as fulfilled
prophecies. Why not check them out.
Daniel 9:24-27, Deuteronomy 18:15, Ezekiel 37:26-27, Haggai 2:6-9,
Hosea 11:1, Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 8:23-9:1 (9:1-2), Isaiah 9:5 (9:5,6),
Isaiah 11:12, Isaiah 53:5, Jeremiah 31:15
Micah 5:2, Psalm 2, 16, 22, 34, 69, 110, II Samuel 7:14, Zechariah 9:9,
Zechariah 12:10
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Week 2: Might there be more to his message?
Jesus shared his message going from town to town, teaching, healing
the sick and performing miracles. He was not out to shock, amaze or
entertain. His words and his deeds carried the message: God is close,
he is compassionate; and he is sovereign in all things. Jesus put it this
way: The Kingdom of God is near.
In the words of Kenneth Scott Latourette, historian of Christianity at
Yale University: "It is not His teachings which make Jesus so
remarkable, although these would be enough to give Him distinction. It
is a combination of the teachings with the man Himself. The two cannot
be separated."
What was so special about his teaching? Let us bring into focus just
four things he taught.
1. God loves us, Jews and non-Jews, rich and poor, uneducated and
educated. His message was that God loves us all but we must respond
to God to enjoy that love. In John chapter 3 the bible says “For God so
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world
through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever
does not believe stands condemned already because they have not
believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.” (v 16-18)
2. We should love God, that is appreciating all that he is doing for us
and by showing that appreciation. He answered, “‘Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength
and with all your mind’” (Luke 10:27)
3. We should love our neighbour, that is those we meet on our life’s
journey “’and, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’” (Luke 10:27)
4. Love one another, this is his instruction to all who follow him, who call
themselves Christians. “A new command I give you: Love one another.
As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” (John 13:34)
Ask yourself the question ‘Why does this message of love make Jesus
so dangerous’?
Why is it so important to some that this message is discredited, ignored
and rejected?
What is wrong with loving people? Jesus not only taught the message
he also lived the message through signs and wonders.
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DECEMBER DIARY
Tues 1st
Wed 2nd
Thurs 3rd
Fri 4th
Sun 6th
Mon 7th
Tues 8th
Thurs 10th
Fri 11th
Sun 13th
Tues 15th

11.00am Prayer Meeting
8.00pm Body Shop Party
9.30am Noah’s Ark
10.00am Friendship Club
10.30am ‘Might there be more to this man Jesus?’
Watton Group of Diabetes UK
9.30am Baby Clinic
9.30am Noah’s Ark
10.00am Friendship Club
10.30am Family Carol Service
11.00am Prayer Meeting

Thur 17th
Fri 18th
Sun 20th

9.30am Noah’s Ark Christmas Party
Friendship Club Christmas Party
10.30am ‘Might there be more to
his entry into the world?’
Sunday School Christmas Party
6.00pm Christmas Carol Service
Tues 22nd 9.30am Baby Clinic
Fri 25th
CHRISTMAS DAY!
11.00am Christmas Service
Sun 27th
10.30am Christmas Communion
rd
Sun 3 Jan 10.30am Service for a New Year!
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Sunday 13th December 10.30am

* Noah’s Ark * Sunday School *
* Junior Worship Group *
Christmas fancy dress competition
Drinks and mince pies will be served after the
service, and our ‘Selfie Booth’ will be open to
take your pics with Elsa, Olaf & a Reindeer!

H Sunday 20th December
6.00pm

7

E

C

S CAROL SE
A
M
RV
ST
I
IC
R

Week 3: Might there be more to his entry into the world?

We all know the story of the
nativity but why did Jesus
come into the world as a man?

The bible clearly teaches that he did so why? Paul tells Timothy "Here
is a true statement that should be accepted without question: Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, and I am the worst of them."
(1 Timothy 1:15)
Yes, God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him would not be lost but have eternal
life. God sent his Son into the world. He did not send him to judge the
world guilty, but to save the world through him. People who believe in
God’s Son are not judged guilty. But people who do not believe are
already judged, because they have not believed in God’s only Son.
(John 3:16-18 ERV)
But why as a man?
Perhaps this story I heard
some time ago may explain.

There was once a man who did not believe in either the virgin birth of
Christ nor the spiritual meaning behind it, and was sceptical even about
God. He and his family lived in a farm community. His wife was a
devout believer and diligently raised her children in the faith. He
sometimes gave her a hard time about her belief and mocked her
religious observances.
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"It's all nonsense -- why would God lower himself and become a human
like us? It's such a ridiculous story," he said.
One snowy day, she and the children left for church while he stayed
home. After they had departed, the winds grew stronger and the snow
turned into a blinding snowstorm. He sat down to relax before the fire
for the evening.
Then he heard a loud thump, something hitting against the window...
And, still another thump. He looked outside but could not see anything.
So he ventured outside for a better view. In the field near his house he
saw, of all the strangest things, a flock of geese. They were apparently
flying to look for a warmer area down south, but they had been caught
in the snowstorm. The storm had become too blinding and violent for
the geese to fly or see their way. They were stranded on his farm, with
no food or shelter, unable to do more than flutter their wings and fly in
aimless circles. He had compassion for them and wanted to help them.
He thought to himself, the barn would be a great place for them to stay.
It is warm and safe; surely they could spend the night and wait out the
storm. So he opened the barn doors for them.
He waited, watching them, hoping they would notice the open barn and
go inside. Nevertheless, they did not notice the barn or realize what it
could mean for them. He moved closer toward them to get their
attention, but they just moved away from him out of fear.

9

He went into the house and came back with some bread, broke it up,
and made a bread trail to the barn. They still did not catch on.
Starting to get frustrated, he went over and tried to shoo them toward
the barn. They panicked and scattered into every direction except
toward the barn. Nothing he did could get them to go into the barn
where there was warmth, safety, and shelter. Feeling totally frustrated,
he exclaimed, "Why don't they follow me? Can't they see this is the
only place where they can survive the storm? How can I possibly get
them into the one place to save them?"
He thought for a moment and realized that they just would not follow a
human. He said to himself, "How can I possibly save them? The only
way would be for me to become like those geese. If only I could
become like one of them. Then I could save them. They would follow
me and I would lead them to safety."
At that moment, he stopped and considered what he had said. The
words reverberated in his mind: If only I could become like one of them,
then I could save them. Then, at last, he understood God's heart
towards mankind... and he fell on his knees in the snow.
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Week 4: Might there be more for me personally?
If you are reading this on Sunday 27th December or the week commencing
that Sunday, let me tell you, "YOU CAN RELAX" the holiday is over. But
before we put away the things of Christmas consider the following:
1. What if it had been the three wise women?
You do know what would have happened if it had been three wise WOMEN
instead of men, don't you? They would have asked for directions, arrived
on time, helped deliver the baby, cleaned the stable, made a casserole,
and brought disposable nappies as gifts!
2. Here are seven useful phrases for responding to Christmas
presents you would rather not have received:
1. Thanks a lot!
2. My word! What a gift.
3. Well, well, well ...
4. Gosh, I hope I never lose this. We're always losing things around here.
5. Just my luck to get this on the very Christmas I promised to give all my
gifts to charity.
6. Frankly, I don't deserve this.
7. Really, you shouldn't have.
3. If Jesus came into the world to save you; did he succeed?
4. If you have not received the gift of Eternal Life why? Ask Jesus for
the gift that is for everyone, including you. You receive this gift of eternal
life through a prayer like this.
You can invite Jesus Christ into your life by faith expressed in prayer.
(prayer is talking to God)
God is not so concerned with your words as He is with your attitude. Here
is a suggested prayer:-

Lord Jesus, I am sorry that I have been going my
own way instead of your way. Thank you for dying
to take away my sin. Please come into my life and
make me the person you want me to be.
Amen.
If you have prayed this prayer and meant it please tell someone.
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MIGHT THERE BE MORE TO CHRISTMAS?
9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting

6.00pm
11.00am
10.30am

For more information please contact
Tel: 01953 880920
Email: info@wattonchurch.org.uk
Watton Pentecostal Church
is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
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