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Ephesians 1:3-5 Easy-to-Read Version (ERV)
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. In
Christ, God has given us every spiritual blessing in heaven.
In Christ, he chose us before the world was made. He chose
us in love to be his holy people—people who could stand
before him without any fault. And before the world was
made, God decided to make us his own children through
Jesus Christ. This was what God wanted, and it pleased him
to do it.

This study is based on the deep belief that every believer has a
hero within them, just below the surface, waiting to beak out and
grasp everything that God has prepared for them.
Christians often devalue who they are and what they do. They
don’t attempt great exploits for God because they fear failure. If
we break down the three verses above we can start to see how
God sees us.
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God has given us every spiritual blessing in heaven
In Christ, he chose us before the world was made.
He chose us in love to be his holy people—people who could
stand before him without any fault
And before the world was made, God decided to make us his
own children through Jesus Christ
God chose you – He made you – he gave you all you need
He wants you to be his
child and he holds nothing
back in Jesus Christ. Let
me challenge you to
change the word ‘us’ in the
statements above and put
in your own name, for
instance:
In Christ, he chose YOUR
FULL NAME before the
world was made.
Say it out loud – it may sound strange – but truth is often stranger
than fiction.
There are two tiers of teaching to follow through out the study.
Lite bites – Lite Bites are a simple explanation of why each bible
character was a hero and suggestions of how we too can be a
hero.
A bit meatier – A bit meatier means we will look a bit deeper at
the bible character and suggestions of how we too can do heroic
acts.
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1 Samuel 3:10-11 Easy-to-Read Version (ERV)
The Lord came and stood there. He called as he did before, saying,
“Samuel Samuel!”
Samuel said, “Speak. I am your servant, and I am listening.”
The Lord said to Samuel, “I will soon do things in Israel that will
shock anyone who hears about them.
Lite bites – Samuel said, “Speak. I am your servant, and I am
listening.” Samuel’s life is marked by this phrase. So what are the steps
to becoming a servant of the Lord?
First, we need to realise that God calls us by name. Our verse says
“The Lord came and stood there. He called as he did before, saying,
“Samuel Samuel!””
Second, the bible tells us that “He chose us in love to be his holy
people.” He loves you and has the best for you. We should learn to
understand what this means. He wants us, you to have an eternal,
everlasting relationship with him.
Third, We must respond to his call. The bible tells us that Jesus is
standing at the door of our heart and wants to come into our life.
Revelation 3:20 Living Bible (TLB)
“Look! I have been standing at the door, and I am constantly knocking.
If anyone hears me calling him and opens the door, I will come in and
fellowship with him and he with me.”
You open the door to him through prayer. This is a prayer that is often
used but you could use your own words.
I am sorry and I ask you to forgive me. I believe that you died on
the cross for me, to save me. You did what I could not do for
myself. I come to you now and ask you to take control of my life,
I give it to you. Help me to live every day in a way that pleases
you. I love you, Lord, and I thank you that I will spend all eternity
with you. Amen.
If you prayed this prayer for the first time please tell someone in the
church.
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A bit meatier – Samuel is considered to be a Prophet, Judge, and wise
Leader of Israel, and treated as an example of fulfilled commitments to
God. By today’s standards he succeeded in life. The key to Samuel’s
success is very simple, he listened to God.
Often when praying we speak a lot but forget that listening is an
important part of prayer. Prayer is a conversation with the person who
wrote the maker’s manual. It seems sensible that he should speak
more than us, perhaps that is why we were given one mouth and two
ears.
Solomon, reputed to be the wisest man in history, wrote this from his
experience. Proverbs 3:6 Living Bible (TLB)
In everything you do, put God first, and he will direct you and crown
your efforts with success.

So how do I hear God?
1. Through reading the bible. Let me challenge you. Read one
chapter of proverbs every day for the next thirty one days. You
will then have read completely the book of wisdom.
2. Fellowship with fellow Christians, listen to the sermons and
teaching of the church. God often uses other people to speak
to us.
3. Attend prayer meetings and keep your bible open as you pray,
expecting God to speak to you, challenge you, or encourage
you through the bible or other people.
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Esther 4:14 New International Version (NIV)
For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for
the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your
father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have
come to your royal position for such a time as this?”

Lite bites – Esther was a person who was
chosen by the King. The bible says “So King
Xerxes put a crown on Esther’s head.” For us
today the bible says “Now, a prize is waiting
for me—the crown that will show I am right
with God.” ( 2 Timothy 4:8
Easy-to-Read Version (ERV)).
How can I receive that crown that shows I am right with God?
Remember, God decided to make us his own children through
Jesus Christ, a person who could stand before him without any fault
(Ephesians 1).
Through Jesus Christ God has chosen to make us his children, a
person without fault in God’s eyes. So what must I do to become
right with God?
1. We must recognise what Jesus Christ has done for us
through his death on the cross
2. We acknowledge that we have not been living the way God
wants us to and have not been right with him.
3. Invite Jesus to be Lord of our life. The psalmist wrote Psalm
37:5Living
Bible (TLB) Commit everything you do to the Lord. Trust him
to help you do it, and he will.
.
This is a prayer that is often used but you could use your own
words.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for dying for me. Please come into my life
and change me to be more like you. Amen
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A bit meatier – According to the Hebrew Bible, Esther was a Jewish
queen of the Persian king Ahasuerus. Ahasuerus is traditionally
identified with Xerxes I during the time of the Achaemenid Empire. Her
story is the basis for the celebration of Purim in Jewish tradition.
Esther was the right person, in the right place at the right time, although
it took twelve months of daily preparation and work before she took up
her position. Esther saved a nation during her reign as queen. God
wants you to have a job in his church; there should be no passengers
in the body of Christ. Every service you do, every task for the church is
described as ministry.
How to Recognise Your Ministry:
1. Pray and ask God what ministry He wants to give you – expect Him
to speak and listen for His answer.
2. Ask others who you trust in the body of Christ to pray with you.
3. Expect Him to speak through His Word – your ministry needs to be
on a solid Biblical foundation – He may give you a specific Word.
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4. Expect Him to speak through others – as people are ministering the
Word of God etc. something may light up for you.
5. Specific prophecies for you – if God speaks directionally through a
prophet, it can often be confirmation to what God is already saying to
you, or perhaps you need to hold on to it, and allow God to build on it,
and open the right doors. All prophecy needs to be weighed, you
should never move out on a prophecy alone.
6. Recognise the witness of the Holy Spirit in your life and the
excitement in your spirit.
7. Your leaders can often recognise God’s call on your life when you
cannot – talk to them before stepping out, when you feel God is leading
you in a specific area, or if you are uncertain where God is leading you.
8. Be willing to step out in what God says; don’t limit Him. If it is His call
on your life He will also equip you. He is not looking for your ability, but
your availability.
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Joshua 6:20 New International Version (NIV)
When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound
of the trumpet, when the men gave a loud shout, the wall
collapsed; so everyone charged straight in, and they took the city.
Lite bites – Joshua was
obedient to God and he saw
the walls of Jericho
collapse. He walked into the
Promised Land and led the
people into the promises of
God. We too can walk into
the promises of God but first
we must be obedient to what
God says to us through the
bible.
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)
Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe
stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name
of God’s one and only Son. (John 3:18)
What do we need to believe?
We simply need to accept that the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is
who the Bible declares Him to be; Almighty God in the Flesh. Accept that
Jesus died for you, rose from the dead, and be willing to repent, turn
away from your sins, and follow Him. Understand this; your 'feelings'
have nothing to do with salvation.
Dear Lord Jesus, I recognise that I have made mistakes in my life. I
believe that you are the Son of God, and died on the Cross for me; then
God raised you on the third day and now you sit at the right hand of the
Father with all authority. I want you and need you in my life. And right
now I am asking you to be Lord and Saviour of my life. Thank you
Jesus, Amen.
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MEETINGS
Mon 10th August:
Tues 4th & 18th August, 11.00-12noon:
Tues 11th & 25th August:
Tues evening & Wed morning:
(

th
th
Thurs 30th Jul, 6 & 20 Aug:

Fridays 10.00-12noon:
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AWESOME AUGUST
SUPER HERO SUN
DAYS

2nd August:

9th August:

16th August:
23rd August:
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A bit meatier – The name Jericho means Moon city or city of the moon
worshipers, and a place of fragrance because of the oasis at Jericho
with an abundance of flowers and fruit which was probably outside the
city wall.
The City of the moon
Three things to notice about the actual city
1. This is a place of adultery = worship and trust of false gods – wrong
motivations.
2. This is the place of Lunacy = living a false life or dream – living a
pretence.

3. This is a place that was not
to be rebuilt – Josh 6:21 they
devoted the city to the LORD
and destroyed with the sword
every living thing in it.
Not simply a physical
stronghold, Jericho was a
spiritual place or stronghold
and we are reminded that
there are things we should
not rebuild or allow to live in
our lives.

In 1868 Charles Warren identified Tell es-Sultan as the site of Jericho.
In 1930–36 John Garstang conducted excavations there and
discovered the remains of a network of collapsed walls which he dated
to about 1400 BC, the accepted biblical date of the conquest.
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Everything in Jericho was destroyed. We learn that there can be things
we should not rebuild or allow to live in our lives. Notice how Joshua
overcame Jericho. What he did to become an over-comer is an
exemplar for us today.
First he was obedient; he trusted God and acted to show his belief by
marching round the walls as instructed. Secondly he had horns blown;
today we talk of worship and praise to God. We have been reminded
recently that praise is the instrument of breakthrough. Thirdly he had all
the people shout; it shows a wholeheartedness and unity. We should
do everything possible to maintain unity and complete our work for the
Lord cheerfully and with enthusiasm.
Finally he led the people in to possess everything that God had promised them. Today we take possession of the promises of God through
prayer.
Is there a long standing habit or something that you do that robs you of
your peace? If there is then follow Joshua’s example. Why not ask your
small group or a church leader to pray for you?

13

Luke 19:10Easy-to-Read Version (ERV)
10 The Son of Man (Jesus) came to find lost people and save them.”
Lite bites – Imagine that you have to choose a holiday and the choice
that is given to you is between Resort ‘A’ or Resort ‘B’. You are told that
you will go to Resort ‘A’ unless you make a definite decision to go to
Resort ‘B’.
Resort ‘A’ is cold, everyone is miserable as it is in a war zone. There are
a number of epidemics there which have fatal results. There is no hotel;
you have to sleep on the streets. The police do everything possible to
ensure no one enjoys themselves.
Resort ‘B’ is warm and everyone is hospitable. There are no illnesses;
there in fact the sun shines throughout the day. Every hotel room has
en-suite facilities and the food is wonderful. Need I go on?

Jesus came into the world to ensure that no one had to go to resort ‘A’,
he gave his life to prevent you from suffering. Of course, we are not
talking about a holiday we are talking about eternity; we are not
speaking of a holiday resort but of a place called hell.
Jesus made a way for us to be able to go to heaven and to enjoy an
abundant life on earth. The way to change our destiny and our final
destination is to believe in Jesus and believe that Jesus is who the
bible says he is.
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For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
(John 3:16)
Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not
believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in
the name of God’s one and only Son. (John 3:18)
The bible says that the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God died for you,
rose from the dead, and if we are willing to repent, turn away from our
sins, and follow Him we will be saved. Understand this; your 'feelings'
have nothing to do with salvation.
The following prayer is called The Prayer of Salvation. Can you
say it and mean it!
Dear Lord Jesus, I recognise that I have made mistakes in my life. I
believe that you are the Son of God, and died on the Cross for me. I
want you and need you in my life. And right now I am asking you to be
Lord and Saviour of my life. Thank you Jesus, Amen.
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A bit meatier – The choice for every human being is stark; Heaven or
Hell.
So how do I get to hell? That is easy, simply do nothing.
What is hell like? There have been many descriptions throughout
history, but the closest I can describe it. It’s an actual place of
everlasting conscious punishment. It is to be separated from God and
from everyone. It is a place of unending pain, suffering, illness and
tears; it is separation from everything that is good. “Descriptions of hell
are metaphors to express the terrible agonies of the soul as it suffers
endless remorse in eternity to come, when separated from God and all
that is good and confined with all that is bad.”
(Wycliffe Bible Encyclopaedia)

How do I get to
heaven? Simply
by repenting of
sin, and asking
Jesus to save
you, to come
into your life and
be your Lord
and mean it.

16

What is heaven like? Heaven exists today but humans who are living
on earth cannot yet see it and the historical pictures that we have
cannot describe it accurately in all its splendour, glory, beauty, and
majesty. Those who have died and have believed in Jesus Christ are
said to be present with the Lord and since the Lord is seated at the
right hand of the Father on His throne they are in heaven right now.
What this means is that heaven is real; it exists, and there are
Christians who have died and gone to heaven and are now with Jesus
Christ. Descriptions of heaven are metaphors for the everlasting
conscious bliss of all who truly believe in our Lord Jesus Christ.
Sentimental Christianity of an affluent, materialistic society tends to
deny the existence of Hell while rejoicing in the idea of Heaven. We do
no one any favours as Christians when we deny the consequences of
rejecting Jesus.
Please discuss the effect of the denial of Hell.
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Please remember there is
no church service this week
1 Chronicles 11:18 Easy-to-Read Version (ERV)
So the Three Heroes fought their way through the Philistine army
and got some water from the well near the city gate in Bethlehem.
They took it to David, but he refused to drink it. He poured it on
the ground as an offering to the LORD.
The three heroes from our verse are quite incredible but David’s
response seems to be strange. David poured out the water he had
longed for to show both how precious he considered his men, who had
risked their lives to get it, and how centrally he placed God in his own
life.
So what can we learn from this verse to be a hero?
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1. They saw the need; there are always things to do around the
church, whether it is helping the body or an individual.
2. They were motivated by love; love puts God at the centre of
what you attempt.
3. They strived to meet the need; there is always a need to persist
and persevere. As the saying goes when the going gets tough
the tough get going.
4. They accepted the response to the person they tried to help.
This is why they were described as heroes; they didn’t sulk when David
poured out the water as an offering to God.
Here are a few verses to remember that will help us attempt great
things for God as we serve those around us.
Psalm 37:5 Living Bible (TLB)
Commit everything you do to the Lord. Trust him to help you do it, and
he will.
Proverbs 3:6 Living Bible (TLB)
In everything you do, put God first, and he will direct you and crown
your efforts with success.
Matthew 6:34 Living Bible (TLB)
So don’t be anxious about tomorrow.

I will
Today a
e
becom HERO!
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19

AWESOME AUGUST
Sun 2nd August

9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Samuel - the person who hears God

Sun 9th August 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Esther: the right person in the right
place at the right time
Sun 16th August 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Joshua: the person who breaks
down strongholds
Sun 23rd August 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Jesus: the soul saver
Barbeque to follow

Sun 30th August: NO SERVICE THIS WEEK

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity numbers 1054419 & 1160192.
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