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God uses dreams and visions in the Bible to communicate with
people. They seemed to be common enough that their lack was
noted, whether it was because there were no prophets to have them
(1 Samuel 3:1) or because those seeking guidance had disobeyed
God (1 Samuel 28:6).
Visions are visual and/or auditory messages originating from God
given to a person while he or she is awake. Visions can be used by
God to relay information that is not easily accessible in Scripture.
The bible records several significant visions in which God warns or
informs his people. Much of Daniel 7-12 is a vision. Ezekiel starts
with one of the oddest visions of the Bible, filled with four-faced
creatures and strange wheels. In Acts 10, Peter has a vision of
animals descending from heaven; while he was thinking about it the
Holy Spirit spoke to him. Peter acted on the vision and went to
Caesarea and the household of Cornelius.
From this visit Acts 11 records that the church determined that God
has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life.
Let us be a church that acts as we are directed and encouraged by
God. We have a purpose. We say our purpose is to give every man,
woman and child the opportunity of understanding the gospel and to
provide a church where they can grow and develop in ministry for the
glory of God.
There are similarities between surfing and serving the vision that
God has given us to fulfil his purpose. First we must all become wet
water walkers as we attempt to ride the wave of the vision.
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“Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the
water.” “Come,” he said.
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and
came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid
and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”
Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of
little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” (Matthew 14: 28-31)
The question is are you willing to step out of the boat, are you
willing to move out of your comfort zone? Are you willing to get
your feet wet, even if you experience the sinking feeling of
failure? The question is did Peter fail in his attempt or was he
the only disciple to become a wet water walker?

The Jerusalem vision for our church
Consider the diagram of Jerusalem; look
at the gates, access points to the city.
Think about where the temple is in the city,
was it in the centre? How would you get to
the temple from a particular gate, say the
valley gate? The London 2012 Olympic
Games organizers had 70,000 volunteers
– which they labeled as “Games Makers”.
The church needs people to be, “Game
Makers”, “Ambassadors,” “Volunteers” to
help people find their way to salvation,
healing, baptism, maturity in Christ and
ministry.
Consider our church; what are the access points to the church,
not the building, the church. How do you get from an access point
to the temple, the presence of God?
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Nehemiah did a survey of the walls of Jerusalem and found them
broken, damaged. He built up the walls and repaired the gates
ensuring they were able to allow access.
What are the walls of the church? Surely the question should be
who are the walls of the Church? Yes it is the members.

In 2015 we would like every member to join the vision, become
carriers of the vision and become beneficiaries of the vision. Here
is a summary of the aims:
1. We want to build up, encourage and give opportunity for every
member to grow and develop their ministry.
2. We want to make sure that the gates are open, that each
access point to the church enables those who use it to experience
God, whether it is Friendship Club, Noah’s Ark or Special Services.
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3. We want trained ambassadors to help people access the
information or experience they seek and that the church can offer.
4. We want people to be able to access the church and enter into the
life changing presence of God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
We may need to change. Change how we do church, change how we
present church, and change what we expect of church, or we can
simply stay in the boat, our own comfort zone devoid of risk,
inconvenience or faith, safe but neither attempting or achieving
anything new for God.
Even if we step out and attempt new things and start to sink we can be
sure that Jesus will keep us safe. Are you ready for the adventure
called 2015, are you ready to get your feet wet and walk the walk of
miracles, healings and favour of our God?
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“Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on
the water and came toward Jesus. (Matthew 14 29)
There is a simplicity in what Peter did; Jesus told him “come” and
Peter stepped out of the boat. Peter walked upon the water or
rather he walked upon the command of Jesus. How simple and
straightforward is that? Can you imagine Peter explaining to his
wife? Wife “you did WHAT?” Peter replies “Well he said come and
so I got out of the boat and walked towards him”. Wife “Didn’t you
think about the risk, the impossibility of it, that you may have been
hurt?” Peter “I guess not, I just did what he said I could do. It was
only when I looked at the wind, the waves and impossibility of it all
that I began to sink.”
Embrace the simplicity of surfing.
There is a simplicity in
surfing, you push off and
trust that the wave will take
you safely to the beach. For
your first few times out, surf
the small, close waves.
You're primarily looking for
small breaking waves that
you can walk out to, not the
large battering waves you
have to fight just off the
beach. (Remember that
surfing should be fun!)
Embrace the simplicity of walking in the vision
There is a simplicity in walking in a vision. You are not in control;
the vision will take you where God wants you to go. You may have
a clear understanding of what is going to happen. You may have
years of experience in a particular area, like Peter with the sea,
but then God …
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The ‘buts’ of God are fascinating; the blind man sees, the deaf
man hears and the lame man walks and we see it simply because we were walking in the vision that God had given us. We
stepped out in obedience willing to be guided by the Holy Spirit to
an unknown destination of impossibilities and miraculous happenings. (Remember that serving the vision should be joyful).

Walking in the vision is all caught up in trust. C S Lewis said “To
have Faith in Christ means, of course, trying to do all that He
says. There would be no sense in saying you trusted a person if
you would not take his advice. Thus if you have really handed
yourself over to Him, it must follow that you are trying to obey
Him; but trying in a new way, a less worried way. Not doing these
things in order to be saved, but because He has begun to save
you already. Not hoping to get to Heaven as a reward for your
actions, but inevitably wanting to act in a certain way because a
first faint gleam of Heaven is already inside you.”
Questions:
1. How do you put your trust in the Lord Jesus on a daily basis?
2. Are you willing to step out of the boat, whatever that is for you?
3. Are you willing to be guided by Jesus?
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JANUARY MEETINGS

Monday evenings 6.00pm
During School term time
Beavers Colony for
children 6-8 years
Cub Pack for
children 8 - 10½ years

Thursday mornings
9.30 - 11.15am
During school term time
Cost £1 per family

Prayer
Meetings

Sanctuary
Counselling Service

Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings by
appointment only.

Join us for prayer
9.30am on a
Sunday morning

A voluntary organisation
offering a low cost
professional counselling
service

Tuesday 6th & 20th Jan
11.00am - 12 noon

COMMUNITY
Watton Child Health Clinic

Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon
A warm and friendly welcome
and a chance to chat over a
cup of tea or coffee.

Tuesday 13th & 27th January
Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group
Monday 12th Jan 10.15am
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership
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2015 EVENTS

Saturday 7th March: Refreshment Day
Watton Pentecostal Church
10.00am - 6.00pm
Theme:
Friday 11th - Sunday 13th September:
Arise Conference
Letton Hall, Shipdham, Norfolk
Cost £119.00: Bookings to Tasha

……..Watch out for more events at Watton
Pentecostal Church in 2015 coming soon………
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The men replied, “We have come from Cornelius the centurion.
He is a righteous and God-fearing man, who is respected by all
the Jewish people. A holy angel told him to ask you to come to
his house so that he could hear what you have to say.” Then
Peter invited the men into the house to be his guests. The next
day Peter started out with them, and some of the believers from
Joppa went along. (Acts 10:22 & 23)
Peter was willing to go where the vision took him.
Peter must have been shocked when he opened the door and
saw two servants and a soldier (Acts 10:22) at his door. He would
have known immediately that they were not Jews, and he would
have wondered why God told him to go with them and why God
had sent them.
The idea that God could send and use Gentiles was entirely new
to Peter. God was expanding Peter’s mind and heart. The
messengers from Cornelius came with an invitation. Peter was to
go to the house of Cornelius, who wanted to hear from him. Of
course, this was an invitation Peter couldn’t pass up - or could
he? A Gentile - worse yet, an officer in the Roman army - wanted
to hear the gospel from Peter. Peter never did anything like this
before! How will he respond?

We can see the change in Peter’s
heart by the way he invited them
in and lodged them. Lodged them
is literally “to entertain as a
guest.” Peter didn’t just coldly
give these Gentile visitors a room,
he entertained them as welcomed
guests, and he did this against
every custom of the Jewish
people of that day.
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Normally a Jew would have said, ‘Well, it is nice to meet you, but
you need to stay out here in the street. You can’t come inside.’ Or
he might have said, ‘If you go down the street a little way, I think
you’ll find an inn where you can stay.’ No orthodox Jew would
have invited Gentiles into his house. He would not have sat down
at the same table with them. He would not have had fellowship
with them. It was forbidden. By entertaining these Gentile guests,
Peter went against the customs and traditions of Israel, but not
against God’s Word.
Beginners in surfing are given this advice on how to catch a
wave.
Keep an eye on the waves that are coming towards you, and pick
one that looks like it is big enough to pick you up and take you in.
Just as the wave is about to reach you, push the surfboard
towards the beach and, at the same time, pull yourself on to the
board so that you're lying flat on top of it. When you are lying
balanced on top of your surfboard, paddle with both arms as the
wave approaches from behind. Keep paddling as the wave starts
to pick you up. You should feel the board rise in the water as the
wave picks you up, and you'll feel an increase in your speed as
the wave starts to take you.
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Catching the vision is similar.
You must again recognise that you are not in control; the vision
will take you where God wants you to go. We must be watchful
as the vision unfolds as to where we can serve, using our skills
and gifting. Like surfing the waves, moving with the wave of the
Holy Spirit is exhilarating, exciting and fulfilling. You feel the
power of the wave as you are moved towards the goal.
Moving with the Holy Spirit is very personal, just as Peter’s heart
and understanding was expanded so it is with our own heart. God
has new things for each of us, he has more for me and you. Peter
could have passed up the invitation; you could pass up the
opportunity to be part of what the church is going to do in 2015.
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Questions
1. Do you desire more of God and more from God in 2015?
2. List five things you could do to serve in the church.
3. What do you see, are you looking for the next wave, the next
opportunity to serve?
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While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came
on all who heard the message. The circumcised believers who
had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. For they heard
them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter
said, “Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized
with water. They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.”
So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.
Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.
(Acts 10: 44 – 48)
No one anticipated what God would do in response to Peter’s act
of obedience to the vision and therefore to God. Those brave
men who had accompanied Peter were astonished that the gift of
the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles.
This is the foundation of Peter’s understanding, that the gospel
should now go forth to Gentiles. This statement goes completely
against the prevailing Jewish thought at that time that God did
show partiality, towards the Jews and against the Gentiles. In
essence, many Jews of Peter’s day thought that God loved the
Jews while hating the Gentiles.
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According to William Barclay, it was common for a Jewish man to
begin the day with a prayer thanking God that he was not a slave,
a Gentile, or a woman. A basic part of the Jewish religion in the
days of the New Testament was an oath that promised that one
would never help a Gentile under any circumstances, such as
giving directions if they were asked. But it went even as far as
refusing to help a Gentile woman at the time of her greatest need
- when she was giving birth - because the result would only be to
bring another Gentile into the world.

Their filling with the Holy Spirit was accompanied by the
demonstration of spiritual gifts. This was a filling with the Holy
Spirit in two senses: first, in the sense that He indwells and
abides in every believer; second, in the sense of a special
empowering with gifts and graces from the Holy Spirit. The
Gentiles are brought into an exactly parallel position, not merely
with normal Jews (or even Samaritans) who had believed on
Jesus, but with the apostles themselves.
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He commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord.
This showed their full acceptance into the community of those
who followed Jesus. Their baptism showed they were accepted
as Gentile followers of Jesus.
When surfing a wave it may take us to an unexpected destination
and when following the vision that God has given the church we
may need to adjust our thinking. We may be asked to leave
behind:
1. Our dearly held traditions; the things that we have used
to give us a sense of identity and belonging.
2. The security of rituals; those methods of doing things
that we can trust and make us feel safe.
3. The assurance of rules; those black and white
man-made laws that cause us to feel better about
ourselves.
Are we willing to move forward in the unfolding future of the
church with our sense of belonging and identity, our trust and
security, and our assurance being in Christ Jesus?
Our ability to walk in the vision God has given us, the church, is
directly linked to the depth of our relationship with Jesus.
Questions:
1. What traditions, rituals and rules do you need to leave behind?
2. Are you ready to be used by God? If not, what training or help
do you need?
3. Are you ready to start the adventure called 2015?
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9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am
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9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am
9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am
9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1054419.
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