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Introduction
Over the past month, members of the church have been
involved with mission - Simon in India, and Ken, Neil and
Martina in Zambia. In past years many others from the
church have also visited these two countries.

The first great international missionary was the apostle Paul.
We can read about his missionary journeys in the book of
Acts. During these studies we will look at some of the events
in his travels, and relate them to the experiences of many of
our own experiences. We will consider what lessons we can
learn about mission.
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Acts 17:16-34 - While in Athens, Paul sees an altar inscribed
'TO AN UNKNOWN GOD' He explains that he is able to
introduce the people of Athens to the God they do not know
"Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to
proclaim to you." (v.23). He contrasts their worship of false
gods who live in temples made by man with the living God of
the universe. He goes on to explain that God wants us to
know Him and have a relationship with Him, to be known as
His children (v.27-28)
It is interesting to note that Paul met people wherever they
were at and began with what they had in common. He spoke
to people respectfully about their faith, even though he could
see the futility of their beliefs.
It is also important to recognise that Paul did not get bogged
down in discussion of the minutiae of doctrine, but focused on
the central themes of repentance and the resurrection of Jesus
(v.30-31). The heart of the gospel message is simple - that
Jesus died as a punishment for our sins, to make a way for us
to know the Father and receive eternal life.
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While some people sneered at what he said, others wanted to
hear more, and there were those such as Dionysius who were
saved.
For many who have been to India with Together For God, their
experience has been to see many who are entrenched in false
religion set free into a relationship with the living God. A
notable example of this was the conversion of a Hindu priest.
The proclamation of the word has been followed by signs and
wonders, healings, and people being filled with the Spirit. We
do not worship a false god, but a God who is living and active,
powerful and mighty, loving and compassionate!
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Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to
the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)
When we are on the mission field, our aim is to see people born
again, to enter the Kingdom. But having done that, our
responsibility by no means ends there. The Great Commission
commands us not just to make converts, but disciples. It is
vital that every person who gives their life to Jesus is given
every opportunity and help to grow and mature as Christians.
Paul understood this very well, and visited churches many times
to encourage their growth into maturity. We can see this as we
read through any of his letters.
They preached the gospel in that city and won a large
number of disciples. Then they returned to Lystra,
Iconium and Antioch, strengthening the disciples and
encouraging them to remain true to the faith. “We must
go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,”
they said. (Acts 14:21-22)
While in Zambia last month, I was struck by the way that
Christianity was part of the way of life there. The community of
Kabulamema has no less than eight churches. The children at
the Falconer Home love to sing Christian songs with great
enthusiasm. Being a Christian seems to be the most natural
thing. None of this, however, is any guarantee of maturity in
the faith, and it is good that there are those who regularly
return to Zambia and India, to encourage, guide and build up in
the faith. We must always remember the need to make disciples,
not just converts.
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Monday evenings 6.00pm
During School term time
Beavers Colony for
children 6-8years
Cub Pack for
children 8 - 10½ years

Thursday mornings
9.30 - 11.15am
During school term time
Cost £1 per family

Sunday mornings 9.30am

Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings by
appointment only.

Tuesdays 1st & 15th July
11.00am to 12
noon.
Build with us Discover the
power of prayer!

A voluntary organisation
offering a low cost
professional counselling
service

COMMUNITY
Watton Child Health Clinic

Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon
A warm and friendly
welcome and a
chance to chat over a
cup of tea or coffee.

Tuesday 8th & 22nd July
Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group
Monday 14th July 10.15am
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership
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Join us as we say goodbye to those who are
leaving our Noah’s Ark group this summer

7

40
d a ys !

Sunday 27th July at 7.00pm
Watton Pentecostal Church
We are doing a

On

, where we shall be emailing a
daily devotional.

of our countdown we are kicking off with a
at the Church.

A love offering will be taken for the Arise ministry.

Places
available

Friday 5th - Sunday 7th September
, Shipdham, Norfolk IP25 7SA
(See leaflet for details)
We are delighted to welcome back
,
from the Rhonda Valley, South Wales,
who proved such a blessing at past Conferences
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Our motivation for mission should be because we have a
genuine love for the people we go to, and we therefore want
to meet any needs they have, spiritual or otherwise. It should
never be simply about a 'numbers game'. Those that we
minister to will recognise the genuineness of our love when
we seek to serve them in their physical and material needs as
well as their spiritual needs.
James says:
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone
claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith
save them? Suppose a brother or a sister is without
clothes and daily food. If one of you says to them, “Go
in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing
about their physical needs, what good is it? In the
same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by
action, is dead. (James 2:14-17)
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When Lilias Falconer went to Zambia (then Northern
Rhodesia) after the war, it was to work among lepers. Before
long she was caring for orphaned children. This was the
practical outworking of her faith, and her means of declaring
the gospel. The fact that the Children's Home is still not only
going today, but with God at the centre of everything that
happens, is testament to the genuineness of her witness. It
is good that Christians still work to provide clothing, food and
finance for the children there.

All the believers were together and had everything in
common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave
to anyone as he had need... (Acts 2:44-45)
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It is easy to have a romantic view of mission - travelling to an
exotic location, telling people about Jesus, and seeing people
saved. The reality is very different - opposition from local people,
especially religious leaders; illness; difficulties with language;
travel problems; fatigue; the list goes on! It is important to
remember that mission is very much a spiritual activity, and the
accuser seeks to make trouble for us whenever he can. Declaring
the gospel is an act of spiritual warfare.
Paul faced difficulties and opposition time and time again. For
example, in Chapter 16 we read how he and Silas were thrown in
prison; in Chapter 17 some Jews attempted to incite a mob to
riot in the hope of getting to Paul and Silas.
Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the
crowd over. They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city,
thinking he was dead. But after the disciples had gathered around
him, he got up and went back into the city. (Acts 14:19-20)
Anyone wishing to work in the mission field should:
● Be sure of their calling, or else doubt will take over in the
tough times
● Recognise that the task can only succeed under the
anointing of the Holy Spirit - 1 "The Spirit of the sovereign
Lord is on me, because He has anointed me..."
(Isaiah 61:1)
● Trust God for protection and guidance, and pray, pray,
pray!
● Have an effective support network - especially being 'sent
out' by their church
Paul wrote the letter to the Philippians while he was under house
arrest in Rome. Take time to read the epistle, noting the joyous
tone of the writing, despite the circumstances. Paul exhorts his
readers to rejoice (1:18; 2:18; 3:1; 4:4). He finds the positives
in every situation (1:12-14; 4:12-13) and he encourages the
reader (1:3-11; 3:12-17). He was able to do this because he
fulfilled all of the criteria listed above.
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Stories from the Mission Field
Sunday 6th July 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: Stories from Zambia
Sunday 13th July 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: Stories from Zambia
Sunday 20th July 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: Next Steps Family Service
Sunday 27th July 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: Stories from India
7.00pm: Arise Worship Event for all

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1054419.
A member of Evangelical Alliance
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