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For so many Christians, their previous life before they became
a Christian can continue to hold an attraction for them.
Particularly when living out our faith is proving particularly
challenging, we can be tempted to wish we were back in the
'good old, bad old days'. We can look back and imagine that
life was easier then, that it did not have the challenges and
complications it has now. We remember being able to live for
ourselves, indulge our own desires, and not have to give a
thought for others. But we don't realise that we are looking at
life through rose-tinted glasses - that it wasn't really so
wonderful. In fact, it was because it wasn't so wonderful that
we realised that we needed Jesus in the first place!
It is when we are feeling the pull of the past particularly
strongly that we need to put into practice what the Bible has
to say about looking forward. During June's studies we will
look at some important passages of scripture which remind us
of this. There is only one way to go - forward!
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We are familiar with the story of
the Israelites leaving Egypt
following the Ten Plagues, and
the first Passover. The initial
jubilation of gaining their liberty
was in time replaced by
grumbling and discontent, as
their forty years in the
wilderness presented so many
challenges. But the Israelites
suffered from selective memory
- they had forgotten two things:
i) How difficult life had been in
slavery under the Egyptians
ii) How many ways God had
provided for them and protected
them since leaving Egypt.
They were only able to see the here and now, rather than the
bigger picture. As a result, their old life in Egypt became
attractive to them.
That night all the members of the community raised their
voices and wept aloud. 2 All the Israelites grumbled against
Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, ‘If
only we had died in Egypt! Or in this wilderness! 3 Why is
the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the
sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder.
Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?’ 4 And
they said to each other, ‘We should choose a leader and go
back to Egypt.’ Numbers 14:1-4
Many of you will remember a song
which says
"Count your blessings, name
them one by one,
And it will surprise you what
the Lord has done"
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If the Hebrews had done this, they would have
recalled such events as:
The way that God helped Moses and Aaron to
confront Pharoah
The protection God gave them on their final night in
Egypt, as the angel of death passed over their
homes
The parting of the Red Sea
The destruction of the Egyptian army who were
pursuing them
The provision of manna, quails and water
The giving of the Ten Commandments
- to name but a few!

Nehemiah reminds us of the graciousness of God, even when
things get difficult:
They refused to listen and failed to remember the
miracles you performed among them. They became
stiff-necked and in their rebellion appointed a leader in
order to return to their slavery. But you are a forgiving
God, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and
abounding in love. Therefore you did not desert them.
Nehemiah 9:17
Make a list of five ways that the Lord has provided for you,
protected you, and shown his love for you in the past week,
"and it will surprise you what the Lord has done!"

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
4
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‘It was the
same in the days
of Lot. People
were eating and
drinking, buying
and selling,
planting and
building. 29 But the
day Lot left
Sodom, fire and
sulphur rained
down from heaven
and destroyed
them all.
30 ‘It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is
revealed. 31 On that day no one who is on the housetop, with
possessions inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no
one in the field should go back for anything.
Lot’s wife! Luke 17:28-32
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Remember

As Jesus talked about the last days, he held up the example of
Lot's wife as a warning to his hearers.
In Genesis chapter 13 we read how Abram's family and Lot's
family parted company, and Lot chose to live 'among the cities
of the plain, and pitched his tents near Sodom'. (Genesis
13:12) He and his family were inevitably drawn into the city
and experienced its iniquities. It is not that they abandoned
their faith, but perhaps they allowed it to become cold.
Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most
will grow cold (Matthew 24:12)
When we surround ourselves with sin, we cannot expect to
remain immune from it. If we are not careful, little by little we
lower our standards and compromise our faith, until nothing
remains except a dead, empty formalism.
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Lot, his wife and two daughters fled from Sodom when God
was about to destroy it. When Lot began to look back, the two
angels who had come to warn them led them away by the
hand. They fled to the town of Zoar, but here Lot's wife looked
back, perhaps through a reluctance to leave behind everything
she had experienced and acquired there. Because of her sin,
she was turned into a pillar of salt.
After reading all that Jesus said about those who are saved,
we see one grand absolute truth standing out clearly. There
will be no divided heart in heaven. There will be no half
surrender on the part of the redeemed. Those who enter
God's kingdom will be there because they wanted eternal life
more than anything else in the whole world. The Lord Jesus
used Lot's wife as an example of those in the last days who
will not be single-minded for the truth; who will love material
things more than the things of God. Jesus said 'those of you
who do not give up everything you have cannot be my
disciples.' (Luke 14:33)
Do you have a divided heart? Is there anything in your life
that compromises your faith? If so, surrender it to Jesus
today!
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Sunday 8th June
Carnival Service: 11.00am in the High Street
Watton Church Scouts & Noah’s Ark are
running a stall at the Carnival.
The Church will be open for Drinks & Cakes
Noah’s Ark children will be walking in the
parade

Join us for the fun!

Sunday 15th June 10.30am
A fun service for everyone!
Organised by
Watton Church Scout Group
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NO 1
DAD!

Monday evenings 6.00pm
During School term time
Beavers Colony for
children 6-8years
Cub Pack for
children 8 - 10½ years

Thursday mornings
9.30 - 11.15am
During school term time
Cost £1 per family

Sunday mornings 9.30am

Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings by
appointment only.

Tuesdays 3rd & 17th June
11.00am to 12
noon.
Build with us Discover the
power of prayer!

A voluntary organisation
offering a low cost
professional counselling
service

COMMUNITY
Watton Child Health Clinic

Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon
A warm and friendly
welcome and a
chance to chat over a
cup of tea or coffee.

Tuesday 10th & 24th June
Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group
Monday 9th June 10.15am
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership
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Please pray for
Simon’s ministry in India
Also for Ken, Neil
& Martina at the
Falconer Children’s
home in Zambia

Places
available

Friday 5th - Sunday 7th September
, Shipdham, Norfolk IP25 7SA
(See leaflet for details)
We are delighted to welcome back
,
from the Rhonda Valley, South Wales,
who proved such a blessing at past Conferences
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As they were walking along the road, a man said to
him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ Jesus replied,
‘Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of
Man has nowhere to lay his head.’
He said to another man, ‘Follow me.’ But he replied,
‘Lord, first let me go and bury my father.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead,
but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.’
Still another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord; but first let
me go back and say goodbye to my family.’
Jesus replied,
‘No one who
puts a hand to
the plough and
looks back is fit
for service in the
kingdom of God.’
(Luke 9:57-62)

At first it may appear that Jesus' response to these three men
was harsh, but we must consider the motives of all three, and
understand the reasons for the nature of Jesus' response.
● The Precipitate Disciple
'Precipitate' means 'acting hastily, without careful
consideration'. Perhaps the man thought that following Jesus
would be exciting, glamorous, even lucrative. Jesus pointed
out that it was a difficult and uncomfortable lifestyle. One
imagines that the man's heart sank at this, and that he
perhaps walked away to return to his familiar life.
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● The Procrastinating Disciple
This man wanted to be allowed to bury his father. It was
customary for someone to be buried on the day they died, so
we must assume that this man's father was not yet dead! The
man was not ready to make a commitment yet. None of us can
afford to say 'I will get serious about following Jesus later in
life'. Now is the time!
● The Irresolute Disciple
It seems perfectly reasonable to want to say goodbye to one's
family before setting off to follow Jesus. But perhaps his family
may have persuaded him to change his mind. It may even be
that deep down he actually wanted this to happen. He was not
completely single-minded in his decision to follow Jesus.
Jesus said that anyone who puts their hand to the plough and
looks back is not fit for the Kingdom of God. When we decide
to follow Him, we must fix our eyes on Him and not turn to the
right or left.
There is a story about a man who
was learning to plough a field.
The farmer who was teaching him
said 'Fix your eyes on something
ahead of you, and don't look
away. Then you will plough a
straight furrow.' When the man
reached the other end of the field,
the furrow meandered all over the
place. The farmer said to him,
'What did you fix you eyes on?'
The man said 'That cow walking
about in the next field!'
Luke 9:51 tells us that 'As the time approached for him to be
taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.'
He knew exactly what lay ahead of him. He counted the cost,
and set out resolutely. We must do the same!
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Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud
of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and
the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes
on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy
that was set before him he endured the cross, scorning its
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God. (Hebrews 12:1-2)
Hebrews Chapter 11 lists many of the Old Testament's 'Heroes
of Faith'. We are then told that we are surrounded by 'such a
great cloud of witnesses'. It is not so much that they are
witnessing our running of the race, as spectators cheering us
on, rather they are witnesses to us of great faith and
endurance.
We are urged to 'throw off everything that hinders and the sin
that so easily entangles'. Sin can hold us back. But there are
also things that may not be sin but are merely hindrances that
can keep us from running effectively the race God has for us.
Our choices are not always between right and wrong, but
between something that may hinder us and something else
that may not. Is there a weight in your life you must lay
aside?
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God has set before you a race. You must run it; and it will
involve effort and commitment. Just being passive never runs
a race. God wants us to run the race, and finish it right! In
Acts 20:24, Paul pictures himself as a runner who had a race
to finish, and nothing would keep Paul from finishing the race
with joy. In that passage, Paul speaks of my race - he had his
race to run, we have our own - but God calls us to finish it
with joy, and that only happens with endurance.

Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already
arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for
which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I do
not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing
I do: forgetting what is behind and straining towards what is
ahead, I press on towards the goal to win the prize for which
God has called me heavenwards in Christ Jesus.
(Philippians 3:12-14)
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Luke 2:38 Coming up to them at that very moment,
she [Anna] gave thanks to God and spoke about the
child to all who were looking forward to the
redemption of Jerusalem.
Hebrews 11:10 For he [Abraham] was looking
forward to the city with foundations, whose architect
and builder is God.
2 Peter 3:13-15 But in keeping with his promise we
are looking forward to a new heaven and a new
earth, where righteousness dwells. So then, dear
friends, since you are looking forward to this, make
every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at
peace with him. Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience
means salvation
What are you looking forward to? Better weather? Your
birthday? A holiday? Retirement? These are all good, but
God has given us something so much greater to look
forward to! Our eternal hope gives us a focus for our lives,
and enables us to put our transitory troubles in
perspective. The verse from Hebrews shows us that
Abraham maintained an eternal perspective on his
circumstances, and we must try to do the same.
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Jesus was always mindful of the purpose of his earthly
mission, and everything he said and did pointed towards
that purpose. It is so easy for us to get caught up in the
busyness of daily routine, of family, work, and even
church, that we lose sight of the ultimate purpose of our
life and our faith.
Peter urges us to keep ourselves spotless, blameless, and
at peace with God, because of the eternal hope we have.
The Lord's patience means salvation: It is easy for
Christians to sometimes resent the longsuffering of God.
After all, it delays His coming. Yet, the longsuffering of our
Lord is salvation for others, and it is salvation for us.
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June Services
Sunday 1st June 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: Back to Egypt?
Sunday 8th June 11.00am Carnival Service in
Watton High Street. Church open all day.
Sunday 15th June 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: Fathers Day Service
Sunday 22nd June 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: Run the race
Sunday 29th June 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: Looking forward

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River
Ministries (Norfolk) Registered Charity number
1054419. A member of Evangelical Alliance
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