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The commissioning by Jesus Christ of Peter is a pattern for the
commissioning of every Christian for service. Each believer must
examine their own heart and respond to the three questions that Jesus
asked. They must also fulfil the charge given by Jesus to receive the
authority, enabling and empowerment.

John 21: 15 - 17
When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon
son of John, do you love me more than these?’
‘Yes, Lord,’ he said, ‘you know that I love you.’
Jesus said, ‘Feed my lambs.’
Again Jesus said, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’
He answered, ‘Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.’
Jesus said, ‘Take care of my sheep.’
The third time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love
me?’
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, ‘Do you
love me?’ He said, ‘Lord, you know all things; you know that I love
you.’
Jesus said, ‘Feed my sheep’.
When we read the bible it is better not to use it to approve what we
already believe but to approach it with an openness that allows us to
hear what the Holy Spirit is saying and believe what he is showing us.
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There are two traditions that have grown over the years; both traditions
use scripture to attempt to prove what is already being practised.
Peterine position
The scripture is used to prove papal authority and papal succession,
using the fact that Jesus used different words to give a specific meaning
of commissioning for special service.
Reformed position
With a view of overturning papal authority, they deny any importance to
the use of Jesus' words. They see only the significance in 3 times denied,
3 times asked, 3 times forgiven.
They claim that Peter and his fellow disciples had gone back to their old
ways and acted in doubt and disobedience. They say that this is not the
elevation of Peter for special service, rather a reinstating to the same
status as the other disciples. This denies Mark 14:72 & 16:7 that
indicates Peter's repentance and forgiveness by Jesus. Mark 14:72 says
of Peter that, “he broke down and wept,” which speaks of repentance.
The Holman Christian Standard
Bible (HCSB) states:
“Immediately a rooster crowed
a second time and Peter
remembered when Jesus had
spoken the word to him,
“Before the rooster crows
twice, you will deny Me three
times.” When he thought
about it, he began to weep, or
he burst into tears, or he
broke down.”
As to the charge of disobedience and going back to their old ways,
Mark 16:7 tells us, “But go, tell his disciples and Peter, “He is
going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he
told you.” This means that the disciples going to Galilee was not an
act of disobedience or a going back to old ways but was a response of
obedience to the command of Jesus Christ. Naming Peter individually
indicates that Peter had already been forgiven, before the encounter
with Jesus on the shore of the Sea of Galilee.
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Let us start by reading verses 1-14 of the chapter, so that we may
better understand the context of the commissioning. There are three
things we can glean from these first fourteen verses:
1. Jesus cooked them breakfast (verse 9) Jesus fed them, he provided
the fish and the bread. It is important for every disciple of Jesus Christ
to feed (chew over) all that he provides for us; it will sustain us in our
ministry.
2. He told them how to
catch fish. They had
been catching fish for
years, they were
professional fisherman.
Yet when they acted in
obedience to Jesus their
net was full. This
emphasises the
importance of
obedience in the
ministry, and to act in
obedience from the very
beginning.
3. The net didn’t break even with so many fish. When we entrust the
church with our ministry, we are trusting that Jesus knows exactly what
he is doing. Trusting the net is obedience to Jesus, his plans and his
purposes.
Empowered for service
Our service in the church has less to do with our ability and more reflects
our availability. Without Jesus we can do nothing. Think about what
happened to the disciples; they would have caught no fish, they would
have gone hungry and would not have needed to trust Jesus for the
outcome.
Whatever ministry or work for God we are called to there is always a
commissioning for service. These questions are not just for Peter but are
a universal principle of preparation for service. He tests the sincerity of
heart and empowers in proportion to our response.
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The first exchange becomes very real for every Christian as we
understand the words that are used and the meaning behind them. It is
the preparation for the essential stage of service in the church.
Question 1
Simon son of John, do you love (agape) me more than these?
The word used for love is agape, the love a man has for God, it means
a love that values, esteems, unselfishly serves. The term ‘more than
these’ may refer to family, friends, work, or home. It may also mean do
you love me more than the other disciples love me.

Peter’s answer
“yes Lord, you
know that I love
(phileo) you" The
emphasis is on the
word ‘you’ in the
answer it shows that
Peter’s answer was
personal.

The word for Lord is “Kurios” meaning, master, owner; in the
Septuagint it is seen as representing the Hebrew for Jehovah. It is not
often used by Jews in association with a man but of God, it occurs for
Elohim, God, in 1 Peter 1:25.
The word used for ‘know’ is interesting; “oida” means to know
something on the basis of absolute knowledge without relationship. It is
unlearned knowing, referring to the absolute knowledge of God.
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The word used for love is “Phileo” and infers a warm tender affection
that gives itself for love. It is to dearly love and is considered by some
to be the highest sense of love. For instance, Philadelphia, the city of
brotherly love comes from the word “phileo.” Paul interchanges different
words for love arbitrarily; however John always interchanges words for
emphasis.
How would you answer? How do you show that you love Jesus more
than these, whatever you perceive ‘these’ to be?
Jesus' commission “Feed My lambs”
Feed is the word “Bosko”, it means to tend or to keep; the word ‘tend’
sums up to nourish, to provide pasture, to keep safe. The word is a
present imperative verb which indicates a continuous action and a
commitment to long term action.
The word for lambs is “arnion”, which means lambs and not little sheep.
It gives a sense of young converts, babes in Christ needing milk not
solid food (Hebrews 5:12). Every Christian is further on than someone
else in the faith, as according to http://www.thetravelingteam.org,
“Every day now the average number added to the body of Christ
worldwide averages 174,000.” Even if you have been a believer for one
week you are further on your journey than a million other believers
(1,218,000 per week).
Remember, shepherds (pastors)
don't feed lambs, sheep do; each
of us has a role to tend, pasture,
feed, young Christians. Will you
be available to be empowered for
service in the church?
Have you told the church
leadership that you are available
to serve, ready to be trained for
service because of your love for
Jesus? Don’t believe you don’t
need to tell them, because you
think they already know.
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The second exchange takes us to another level of service and
responsibility. There needs to be a wholehearted willingness to serve
no matter the cost. The question of willingness settled, we now turn to
recognition. Does the church recognise the anointing of God at work in
your ministry? There needs to be a commissioning by the church in
response to this recognition, thereby formalising the call of God.
Question 2
Simon son of John, do you love (agape) me? The question holds the
same word but leaves off the term “more than these”. Visions of
Deut. 6:5 are thrown up by the question, “love the lord your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength".
Jesus was asking “do you love me totally, wholeheartedly, absolutely”.

How do you love Jesus?
Is it a love that keeps you going when it is hard?
Is it a love that keeps you standing in times of persecution?
Is it a love that keeps you following when you don't understand?
Is it a love that keeps you loving others when they let you
down?
Is it a love that keeps you joyful in times of sadness?
Total love goes beyond self, it is personal and sacrificial, and it is
unconditional.
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Peter's answer is the same "yes Lord, you know that I love (phileo)
you"
Peter indicates that Jesus knows the hearts of men and that his love is
tender, personal, love. There was no trickery in Peter’s answer, he was
sincere yet could he be sure he was capable of this kind of love?
Before he had said with confidence “even if all fall away on account
of you, I never will,” (Matthew 26:33) and then he denies Jesus three
times.
We must remember Jesus really does know the hearts of men; our
falls, our failures and our mistakes humble us, they do not disqualify us,
and they make us watchful, not allowing pride. Sometimes I think it is
our failures rather than our success that qualify us. When our failures
and falls cause us to trust and to be obedient we are ready for the next
stage of training.
Peter was impetuous, never afraid to step out and build, and what we
build in our lives or our ministry will be tested by fire. Remember, no
one is fire proof.
Jesus' commission “shepherd my sheep"
The word used for
shepherd is “poimaino”,
which means to act as a
shepherd and gives a
sense of total
guardianship of the
flock. Jesus is saying
lead the flock of God,
the sheep I have given
you; feed them,
discipline them, restore
them, refresh them,
bring them home to me.

The word Pastor in the New Testament is always about function and
never about position as in modern churches.
8

Jesus says to each person use your love, your authority, your power in
Christ; to be of material help to people you care for. Use your abilities
and my anointing to be a practical help. Heal the sick, rescue the lost,
feed the hungry and give rest to the weary. Keep them healthy.
The word used for sheep is “probaton” which refers to adult grown up
sheep. We may be asked to lead a team in the church, a ministry team
such as worship, prayer, visitation or a home group, it is then that we
should shepherd (poimaino) our team.

This may also be identified with the calling of a pastor, leader or elder of a
church. We should remember leadership is always plural, yet many
churches have one dominant leader and while this system may work it is
less than the best. Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words
says, “In the Christian churches, those who, being raised up and qualified
by the work of the Holy Spirit, were appointed to have the spiritual care of,
and to exercise oversight over, the churches. To these the term "bishops," episkopoi, or "overseers," is applied (see Acts 20, ver. 17 with ver.
28, and Titus 1:5,7), the latter term indicating the nature of their work,
presbuteroi their maturity of spirtual experience. The Divine arrangement
seen throughout the NT was for a plurality of these to be appointed in
each church, Acts 14:23; 20:17; Phil. 1:1; 1 Tim. 5:17; Titus 1:5.”
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Monday evenings 6.00pm
Beavers Colony for
children 6-8years
Cub Pack for
children 8 - 10½ years

Thursday mornings
9.30 - 11.15am
Cost £1 per family

Sunday mornings 9.30am
Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings by
appointment only.

Tuesdays 4th & 18th March
11.00am to
12 noon.

A voluntary
organisation
offering a low cost
professional
counselling service

Discover the
power of
prayer!

COMMUNITY
Watton Child Health Clinic

Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon
A warm and friendly
welcome and a
chance to chat over a
cup of tea or coffee.
Table top sale

Tuesday 11th & 25th March
Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group
Monday 10th March.10.15am
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership

21st March
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Welcome to Arise 2014, our new look Women’s
Ministry, rising to meet new challenges for us as
Christian women in today’s world.
Our Refreshment Day
will be held on Saturday 8th March from
10.00am - 6.00pm at Watton Pentecostal Church,
Old Dereham Road, Watton, Norfolk, IP25 6ER.
Glenda Crosson from Great Yarmouth, will be
amongst our speakers on that day. With a two
course lunch and light tea, it still offers fantastic
value for money, at only £15.00 per person.

Please fill in a booking form to join us at
what promises to be an exciting day!

Our Arise 2014 Conference
is on 5th - 7th September at Letton Hall.
We already have several bookings for this event.
Details coming this month!
For further details about Arise Events
please speak to Tina. Bookings to Martina.
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This third exchange is deeper and perhaps more difficult to grasp. The
papal adherents see this as a commissioning as a leader of church
leaders, therefore a pope or father in God for God's people. Whereas
the reformists see this as the final challenge of re-instatement. Yet as
we examine the words once more we see something of an even deeper
love and service in the church.
Question 3 Simon son of John, do you love (Phileo) me ?

This time Jesus used the
word phileo not agape. He
used the word Peter had
used in his two answers. It
was like saying, “are you
really in love with me, do you
really hold me in warm
personal affection, cherish
me above all else? Do you
really mean it?”

Peter was grieved at Jesus' question; he was cut to the heart. The
question opened Peter’s heart to public scrutiny; it cut away the facade
of Peter’s life revealing all.
We can understand why Peter was hurt (grieved) by the question. It
challenged Peter; his life, his honesty and his pride, in front of all the
other disciples. This dismisses the thought that faith is private; yes it is
personal but never private. Our faith should change our life in such a
way that it is obvious by our good works.
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Peter's answer “Lord you know all things; you know that I love (Phileo)
you"
The third answer is not only sincere it is emphatic, he says “Lord you
know (oida) all things” that is, Lord God you know all things absolutely.
Lord you know everything intellectually and absolutely without learning;
Peter saying you are the Omniscient God who is all knowing, the
Eternal God who is outside of time, the one who knows the end from
the beginning. There is no way I can fool you.
As Peter continues his answer goes to new depths of love, he says,
“you know (ginosko) that I love you”. The word “ginosko” refers to a
knowledge that has been learnt, from personal experience. He is
saying, you know (ginosko) that I love you from our relationship, from
our last 3 years together, from the various demonstrations of my love.
The totality of the answer comes from the sense of hurt caused by the
challenge of the question and Peter’s reflections of his own lifestyle, his
walk and his talk.
Jesus' commission “Feed (Bosko) my sheep (probation)"
In this commission we notice the change in the words, shepherd
(poimaino) becomes feed (Bosko) as in the first charge and the word
for sheep (probaton) becomes sheep (probation). The word “probation”
is a diminutive of “probaton”, and means "a little sheep”.

This is best
understood as a
sense of endearment
"feed my dear
sheep". It does not
mean little sheep, as
in lambs for that is a
different word
(arnion).

15

We have seen there can be a number of definitions of who is meant by
the dear sheep (probation). However I think the answer could be best
defined as those who are hurting, damaged and lost. There are two
categories that can be identified in this group.
1. Those that receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour and then leave
the church. They are often described as dropouts, rebels, lone rangers,
and wasters. Yet Jesus would see them as the lost sheep (wounded
believers) that need to be won back and restored. Over the years I
have heard of many people giving up, stopping coming to church
because of the hurt and distress caused by the church. This ministry of
reconciliation is fuelled by a deep, passionate and personal love for the
Lord Jesus.
2. Those that have never received Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour.
Luke 15:3-7 tells the parable of the lost sheep, the efforts to find it and
celebrations of its restoration. There are many people in England who
do not go to church or know Jesus. In England approximately 9 out of
10 people don’t know Jesus. This is not the ministry of the professional
evangelist but rather the whole church is called to do the work of the
evangelist (2 Timothy 4:5).

First we must love Jesus in such a way that we can point to past
experiences and say with Peter “Lord, you know all things; you know
that I love you.”
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This commission by Jesus is followed by a command which must be
obeyed if we are to experience the authority, power and wisdom that
Jesus gives in the person of the Holy Spirit as we respond in love to the
charge he gives us.
Then he (Jesus) said to him (Peter), ‘Follow me!’ and when Peter
started looking at someone else or thinking what someone else was
doing Jesus said, “You must follow me”.
In this command follow me, there is the second time an emphasis on
“you”.
The word follow is a present imperative verb, indicating continuous
activity and means literally “keep on continually following me". If we are
to fulfil the commission given us we must display loyalty in the smallest
of things.
The word follow used in both verses is “akoloutheo” and to be an
akolouthos, "a follower," or "companion" (from the prefix a, here
expressing "union, likeness," and keleuthos, "a way;" hence, "one
going in the same way"), is used (a) frequently in the literal sense, e.g.,
Matt. 4:25; (b) metaphorically, of "discipleship," e.g., Mark 8:34; 9:38;
10:21. It is used 77 times in the Gospels, of "following" Christ, and only
once otherwise, Mark 14:13. (Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New
Testament Words)
We are to follow Jesus both
literally as a companion,
fellow-worker and
metaphorically as a disciple,
a pupil, his apprentice in the
work he has for us. We
cannot be distracted or
diverted from following Jesus
by trying to copy other
people or comparing
ourselves with others, our
focus must be on Jesus and
our footsteps must repeat
and resonate with his.
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Follow me follow my commands
To follow Jesus and to love Jesus is to obey what he commands. John
14:15-17 “If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the
Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be
with you forever — The Spirit of truth.”
Love is the atmosphere in which obedience not only becomes possible;
it becomes a passion for the believer. The promise is that when our
obedience is a result of our love for Jesus, he will send the Holy Spirit
and you will know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.
This is the anointing that gives the disciples of Jesus Christ power and
wisdom and authority. The person of the Holy Spirit who Paul speaks of
when he writes to the Corinthians “There are different kinds of gifts,
but the same Spirit distributes them. There are different kinds of
service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working,
but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.
Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the
common good. To one there is given through the Spirit a message
of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the
same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of
healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to
another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to
another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another
the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the
same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he
determines.” (1 Corinthians 14:4-11)
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Live in the promise, love and
act in obedience.
Someone said, "To know
Him is to love Him and to
love Him is to serve Him. It
wouldn't be love without."
Another has said, "Love must
long, must serve, must
sacrifice. Love ignores
criticism. Loves sees God in
everything and simply obeys.
Oh! Love is indeed an
energizer, and finds
opportunities for service
unnoticed by others."

An old countryman, visiting London for the first time in his life, went into
one of the great picture galleries to look around. Presently he came to a
wonderful painting of the Lord Jesus Christ hanging upon the Cross.
He stopped before it, and as he gazed at the picture a great love for the
One who hung there flooded his heart. "Bless Him!" he said, aloud. "I
love Him! I love Him!"
Others in the gallery heard the old man's words, and seeing the tears
trickling down his old furrowed cheeks, as he stood beside the picture,
hat in hand, forgetful of all else, were touched, and stopped before the
picture, too. Presently a stranger drew near to the old countryman, and
grasping his hand, said: "I love Him, too, brother."
Seeing what had taken place, a third stepped forward, saying: "So do
I." Then a fourth joined them, and a fifth, until there stood before the
picture of the Saviour a little knot of men, perfect strangers to one
another, but drawn together by the love of the Lord Jesus.
Do you love him?
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March Services
“Commissioned by Christ”
Sunday 2nd March
9.30am - prayer
10.30am: “Examine the Content”
Sunday 9th March
9.30am - prayer
10.30am: “The first question, answer and charge”
Sunday 16th March
9.30am - prayer
10.30am: “The second question, answer and charge”
Sunday 23rd March 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: “The third question, answer and charge”
Sunday 30th March
9.30am - prayer
10.30am: Mother’s Day Service
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Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River
Ministries (Norfolk) Registered Charity number
1054419. A member of Evangelical Alliance

20

