February 2014
“Seeing Visions and
Dreaming Dreams”

Web site:www.wattonchurch.org.uk
Watton Church

1

Visions and Dreams are the language of the Spirit – Joel 2:28 I
will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and
daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams,
your young men will see visions.
Dreams and visions that are a revelation of God generally follow a
time of seriously seeking God. Remember, dreams can be of no
consequence and can be the result of too much cheese late at
night. Dreams and visions are not good ideas or thoughts that can
be borrowed from the internet. They are the language that the
Holy Spirit uses to bring insight, instruction and revelation. They
are not self generated or simply good ideas from elsewhere. They
are from God.
Proverbs 29:18 says
“Where there is no vision, the people perish” (KJV)
“Where there is no revelation, people cast off restraint” (NIV)
“Where there is no chazon (prophetic vision), the people cast
off restaint [i.e., perish ungovernable]” (Jewish Orthodox
Bible)
The consequence and the importance for the church is as the rest
of the verse says, “blessed is the one who heeds wisdom’s
instruction”.
The Message bible puts our verse
like this “If people can’t see what
God is doing, they stumble all over
themselves; But when they attend
to what he reveals, they are most
blessed.”
Do not be too hasty in dismissing
dreams and visions as they could be
the means that God wants to use to
speak to his church.
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There are many examples of dreams being a revelation from
God. Think of Joseph “an angel of the Lord appeared to him in
a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in
her is from the Holy Spirit. Matthew 1:20”
Then we have the experience of Aaron and Miriam: “Then the
LORD came down in a pillar of cloud; he stood at the
entrance to the tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam. When
the two of them stepped forward, 6 he said, ‘Listen to my
words: ‘When there is a prophet among you, I, the LORD,
reveal myself to them in visions, I speak to them in dreams.”
Numbers 12:5-6
The vision or the dream that God gives may be greater and
bigger than we can ever think or imagine. We must be open to do
what he says we can do either individually or as a church.
On a July day in 1491 the dean of the church at Seville
assembled the chapter in the Court of the Elms and said, "Let us
build a church so great that those that come after us may think us
mad to have attempted it." The result of that dream was the
glorious cathedral at Seville, which is the third largest church
building in the world.
No great cathedral was ever
reared except on the
foundation of a great dream,
and no great life was ever
built except upon the
foundation of a dream.
Joseph dreamed greatly, and
a great life was the result.
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We should not put limits on our visions and dreams.
Suppose a man is driven by the vision or dream of "making as
much money as possible" Two things may keep him from making
as much money as he should:
a. He may be limited in his idea of what is "a lot of money"
b. He may never make any specific plans other than have
the vague notion of "making as much as possible"
His vision may be too
small concerning what can
be done. His vision may
be too general without any
plan for what he can be
doing now to make his
vision a reality.
Our vision or dream of the
Lord's work may likewise
be limited. We may have
the vision of "teaching as
many people the gospel as
possible.”
A noble vision on the surface, but we might by afflicted by the
same shortcomings; we may think too small concerning what can
be done, or we may think too generally about what we should be
doing.
We often pray for the blessing of God to be upon the town of
Watton, we pray that salvation may visit the town. Yet even in
these bold and noble prayers we may be putting limits on what
God is asking us to do.
It is often easier to pray that the world come to Christ than to pray
and witness to a neighbour, or family or friend. It may be easier to
pray for blessings rather than be a means to that blessing coming
to fruition.
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The first and
most important
action you can
take in making a
dream a reality
is to wake up.

Romans 4: 19-20
“Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his
body was as good as dead – since he was about a hundred
years old – and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. Yet he
did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of
God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to
God”
The Message version says, “Abraham didn’t focus on his
own impotence and say, “It’s hopeless. This hundredyear-old body could never father a child.” Nor did he survey
Sarah’s decades of infertility and give up. He didn’t tiptoe
around God’s promise asking cautiously skeptical
questions. He plunged into the promise and came up
strong, ready for God, sure that God would make good
on what he had said.”
When we awake we must face the facts and trust God to do
what he said, not what we would have liked him to say or what
we simply wish he said.
If we want to run with the dream or vision that God has given us
we must first clearly record exactly what God said rather than an
interpretation of what he said. Habakkuk 2:2 says, “Write
down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that a
herald may run with it.”
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No dream or vision has ever been achieved except by someone
who dared to flesh it out in terms of the specifics necessary to
make the dream a reality. God’s plans are not vague or general,
they are specific and practical.
For example, it is fine to plan; to go to heaven, to serve the Lord
faithfully, to do the work of evangelism. But how do we do such
things? What specific, measurable actions will take us where we
want to be? How much time, effort, and money will it take?
We need to see our dream or vision of the Lord's work in
concrete terms of things we can actually do and plan specifically
how much of them we are going to do! We must also wait for the
Lord to do the things that he has said he will do, for he is always
the senior partner.
When we do think
specifically about the Lord's
work, we often fail to set our
sights high enough.
Perhaps we are hindered by
our past experience; the
church may have tried
things in the past. Perhaps
we have been fed a steady
diet of negativity and
defeatism, creating the
illusion that people are not
interested. In limiting a
dream or vision many
churches and individuals
seem content to just keep
the doors open and have
the occasional conversation
about the Lord.
With the limited vision of many churches, little is done and little is
accomplished.
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Ephesians chapter 3 ends
with a doxology and an
ascription of praise. The
whole chapter is worth
reading but we will suffice
with the last two verses.
“Now to him who is able
to do immeasurably
more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his
power that is at work
within us, to him be glory
in the church and in
Christ Jesus throughout
all generations, for ever
and ever! Amen.”
(Ephesians 3:20-21)

William Barclay says, “The church may have its faults; church
members may be far from what they ought to be; but in the
fellowship of the church we find the love of God.
Paul prays that we may “grasp how wide and long and high
and deep is the love of Christ”
Its width; it is wide enough to include every person of every
generation.
Its length; he went to any length even death on a cross.
Its depth; descended to experience death.
Its height; he still loves us in heaven, where he makes intercession for us and prepares a place for us.
Let us live with the confidence of his love and not limit what God
tells us through the language of the Spirit. Having seen what
God is doing lets us wake up to planning the procurement of the
promise
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Monday evenings 6.00pm
Beavers Colony for
children 6-8years
Cub Pack for
children 8 - 10½ years

Thursday mornings
9.30 - 10.15am
Cost £1 per family

Sunday mornings 9.30am
Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings by
appointment only.

Tuesdays 4th & 18th Feb
11.00am to
12 noon.

A voluntary
organisation
offering a low cost
professional
counselling service

Discover the
power of
prayer!

COMMUNITY
Watton Child Health Clinic

Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon
A warm and friendly
welcome and a
chance to chat over a
cup of tea or coffee.
Table top sale

Tuesday 11th & 25th Feb.
Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group
Monday 10th Feb.10.15am
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership

21st February
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Welcome to Arise 2014, our new look Women’s
Ministry, rising to meet new challenges for us as
Christian women in today’s world.
Our Refreshment Day
will be held on Saturday 8th March from
10.00am - 6.00pm at Watton Pentecostal Church,
Old Dereham Road, Watton, Norfolk, IP25 6ER.
Glenda Crosson from Great Yarmouth, will be
amongst our speakers on that day. With a two
course lunch and light tea, it still offers fantastic
value for money, at only £15.00 per person.
Please fill in a booking form to join us at what
promises to be an exciting day!

Our Arise 2014 Conference
is on 5th - 7th September at Letton Hall.
We already have several bookings for this event.
Watch out for details!
For further details about Arise Events
please speak to Tina. Bookings to Martina.
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Acts 26:19, “So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to
the vision from heaven”
Paul was able to say during his trial and before the king that he
had not been disobedient to the vision that God had given him.
He faced the facts and trusted God, he told his personal story
and what God had said to him.
There are people and things that will seek to undermine and
overwhelm a dream or a vision, to all intents and purposes killing
it off. Here are 4 ways in which a vision or dream may be left
unfulfilled:
First by sharing it with people not spiritual mature enough to
weigh what God is saying. These people, often because they
care, wrongly interpret or dismiss the message. They are often
those close to you, therefore it is important to be part of a loving
church fellowship that can guide and direct. Remember we can
all get it wrong; we can all misinterpret what is being said. In
Proverbs 15:22 it says, “Plans fail for lack of counsel, but
with many advisors they succeed.”
Secondly, we live in a world of
excitement and experience; of course
there is also the mundane and day to
day; any of these may be diversions
or distractions from the dream or
vision God has given you. I
remember the story of a young man
meeting a missionary, his personal
hero, from China and saying “God
has called me to China”. The
missionary looked at him and replied,
“Then what are you doing here?” Life
is diverting and distracting unless we
have a clear purpose that we are
working toward.
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Thirdly, disobedience; it is easy to make little of a dream or a vision
that God has given to you. The importance of actively praying
through with others and sharing what God has said cannot be
overstated. It is wonderful when at a prayer meeting, hearing that
God is saying the same thing to other people and then as the
meeting prays into it the Holy Spirit reveals more. This is the
importance of church fellowship and the prayer meetings.
Finally, in today’s world of technology and the free flow of ideas it
is easy to allow your vision or dream to become diluted or polluted
by what God is doing here or the latest book or youtube clip. We
do not follow fads and fashion we follow Jesus Christ. He is the
Alpha, the beginning and he is the Omega, the end and fulfilment
of our dream or vision. We must always be careful of exchanging
our dream or vision for the topical or the popular.
I cannot stress highly enough the importance of weighing what
God says to us, even if the substance seems vague or random.
For some tips on weighing prophecy please look at
http://www.watton.org/prophecy/nature/08_weighing.htm
Here is a humorous story
about a woman who put her
own interpretation on a
dream. After she woke up, a
woman told her husband, "I
just dreamed that you gave
me a pearl necklace for our
anniversary. What do you
think it means?"
"You'll know tonight." he said.
That evening, the man came
home with a small package
and gave it to his wife.
Delighted, she opened it to
find a book entitled "The
Meaning of Dreams."
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How do we keep our vision or dream alive? First seek out like
minded people; do not be quick to share with just anyone.
Secondly, test out what God has said by planning. When we put
flesh onto what God has said and create specific action steps, we
can see the possibilities. People often forget that the fulfilment of
vision and dreams comes from faith and that faith comes from
hearing God. Include prayer in every step of the planning.
Many times over the years people have come to me and said
“We should do this as a church”. They are really saying you
should do this because I just read this in a book. I always ask
them to write down exactly what we should do and how they are
going to do it; few come back.
Vision is the ability to understand the history, the present
condition, and the potential of the church, and to conceive a plan
for action that will maximize the ministry potential. More often
than not, vision is a result of having spent much time absorbing
the facts about the community, knowing the resources upon
which the church can call (people, funding, facilities, equipment,
etc.), and devising sound but creative strategies for moving
forward. Vision always entails progress; it is never satisfied with
the status quo.
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Then Solomon awoke – and he realised it had been a dream.
He returned to Jerusalem, stood before the ark of the Lord’s
covenant and sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship
offerings. Then he gave a feast for all his court.
(1 Kings 3:15)
We are told in 1 Kings 3:1-15 that in a dream the Lord appeared
to Solomon and that on waking up Solomon lived the promise of
the dream, he dwelt in the dream. He saw the promise fulfilled as
he lived the dream (read to the end of the chapter).
To dwell in the promise of the dream we must be bold (i.e.
fearless and daring; courageous) showing our confidence in what
God has said and done. Paul writes to the Corinthians,
“Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold”
(2 Corinthians 3:12). It is a boldness based upon our hope in
Christ.
To dwell in the promise of the dream or vision we must dwell in
the provider, Jesus Christ, the giver of the dream or vision and
the fulfilment of it.
Here are some promises about living in Christ.
John 15:5 “I am the vine;
you are the branches. If
you remain in me and I in
you, you will bear much
fruit”
John 14:12 “Very truly I
tell you, whoever
believes in me will do
the works I have been
doing, and they will do
even greater things than
these, because I am
going to the Father.”
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Ephesians 1: 3-14 “Praise be to the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose
us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and
blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for
adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance
with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious
grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that
he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he]
made known to us the mystery of his will according to his
good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into
effect when the times reach their fulfilment—to bring unity to
all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.
11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined
according to the plan of him who works out everything in
conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we,
who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the
praise of his glory. 13 And you also were included in Christ
when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a
seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit
guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those
who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.”
See if you can list the possibilities and promises for those in
Christ Jesus from the three verses above. You can understand
the difficulty of the scribe as Paul spoke out verse 3 to 14 without
punctuation or breath.
Are we really living the dream?
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If we are to live the dream we will need to be persistent. I know it
is easy to lose heart especially when we try to evangelise our
secular and godless society. I think we often forget the power that
is at work in us and that our words hold life. I am encouraged that
the bible tells us:
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” Galatians
6:9 and
“Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the
work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the
Lord is not in vain”. 1 Corinthians 15:58
It tells me that God will use all that we do or say; nothing goes to
waste and that in his timing we will reap a harvest, IF, we do not
give up. Yet we must make it clear in the church that we are
available.
Tell the leadership that you are committed to the work of the
church. A lady came to me years ago and said, “I believe the
Lord is calling me to preach, what should I do?” My reply was,
“go to your leadership and say ‘I believe that the Lord is calling
me to preach and I lay at your feet my gifting, my time and my
energy. Pick up and use what you want.’” I continued “Do you
know the first thing they will ask you to do?” She replied “clean
the toilets”. I said, “Probably, it should be something people
consider small.” The lady has now preached in several cities in
some very large churches.
Let us agree today
that we will not give
up but that we will
give ourselves fully to
the work of the Lord,
here in Watton and
throughout the world.
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February Services
“Seeing Visions and Dreaming Dreams”
Sunday 2nd February: 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: “Dream Limitless Dreams”
Sunday 9th February: 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: “Wake Up”
Sunday 16th February: 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: “Keep the Dream”
Sunday 23rd February: 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: “Dwell in the Dream”
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Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River
Ministries (Norfolk) Registered Charity number
1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Great Britain. A member of
Evangelical Alliance
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