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The purpose of Watton Pentecostal Church is to give every man, woman
and child the
of understanding the gospel and to
a
in ministry for the glory of God.
church where they can

)
The gospel is very clear and extremely simple to understand; unfortunately
it has been complex over time as this rule or that has been added to the
basic facts. Paul says the gospel is the power of God that brings salvation
to everyone who believes.
John says
)
)”
John continues
)”
What do we mean by believing in the name of Jesus? Well the name
Jesus has been used thousands of times around the world, so it is more
than a name. It is shorthand for the person and the power of Jesus. It is
putting our trust in, believing in the character and the nature of Jesus, in his
work and his words; remembering Jesus said “Very truly I tell you, no one
can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again (The Greek for
also means
)”
Understanding what “receiving him” means is also clear it; means
accepting him for who he is and what he has done. It is receiving him as
our personal Lord and Saviour, which means obedience to his teaching
and thankfulness for his work.
We must not be ashamed or embarrassed at giving every man, woman
of understanding this gospel that will change an
and child the
individual’s eternal destination and destiny.
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)
I have been convinced over the years that every child of God has a
personal responsibility to share the gospel to the extent of their own
capacity, understanding and opportunity.
Christians are often at a loss as to how they can share the gospel and can
easily be diverted or distracted from the biblical ways of sharing the gospel.
We can either share the message in such a loving way that it lacks truth or
we can share the truth so harshly that it lacks love. As we think of 5 ways
of giving an opportunity of understanding the gospel, let us think of 5 ways
that will not work and will not bring glory to Jesus:

1. Shouting bible verses
at people, talking at
people
2. Coercion, threatening
or bribing people

3. Rejecting people who have sinned or punishing them, any
attitude of superiority and being judgemental
4. Sentimentality that excuses the rejection of Christ or diminishes
the truth of the gospel
5. The promotion of a social gospel that leaves the Holy Spirit out of
the act of salvation.
Most of these have been tried in the past and history shows us that they
have been counter productive.
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Now think of 5 ways that will work and be relevant in today’s world.
1. Loving one another –
2. Kindness, friendliness and generosity – befriending people
3. Clarity, speaking the truth in love – understanding the message of
salvation
4. Seeking the anointing – understanding that salvation is not down to us
but is a work of God
5. Discharge the duties of our ministry – wholeheartedly doing what we do
whatever it is.
The passion of the church is to do the will of the Lord, our God. His desire is
for everyone to come to eternal life; for it is written that he is ‘not willing that
any should perish but that all should come to repentance.’
Passion is a powerful compelling
emotion, such as love, joy, hatred, or
anger. Our passion is to give
everyone the opportunity to
understand the gospel. However,
even if our gospel is veiled, it is
veiled to those who are perishing. It
is a compelling love and there is a
powerful joy in lifting the veil of the
gospel by the empowerment of the
Holy Spirit so that people may have
the opportunity to make an
informed decision. The decision that
faces every man, woman and child
is what they do with Jesus Christ
before they die. They must choose
to receive him as Lord and Saviour
because anything less is to reject
him and come under God’s eternal
judgement.
The evangelists amongst us are always frustrated by other ministries in the
church because they do not have the same passion for the lost as they do.
We must remind ourselves of what scripture says
The meaning is clear, we must all do the work of the evangelist and fulfil
our individual ministry. It is not ‘or’ fulfil your ministry.
4

We all know and understand that when we speak of church, we really
mean the people. The Greek word for church is ‘ekklesia’, meaning
‘ek’ – ‘out of’ and ‘klesis’ - a calling. It was used among the Greeks of a
body of citizens "gathered" to discuss the affairs of state.
The bible has several words for church and a study of these can be very
helpful in understanding what we are looking to build in Watton
Pentecostal Church. Here are just three and If we look at just three aspects
of each word picture we will understand something of what church was
truly meant to be:
)
The sense here is of a human body made up of different members (Melos
meaning limbs) and each member has responsibilities. In our culture we
try to formalise this by having a formal membership but this is not how it
works in the spiritual realm. The body of Christ has;
)
The church has the gift of
life, it is alive. The church
has a living
cooperativeness that is
vibrant, attractive and
adventurous. This means
that each individual
member has life and
freedom, is renewed and
sustained through
participation in the work of
the head, Jesus Christ in
the local church.

)
Historically the wider church has not acted as though it has appreciated the
importance of togetherness (unity). It is sad when we see churches not led
by the head (Jesus) but by the heart (a delegated leader). It is not that the
head seeks to operate without the heart but Jesus is the founder, the
upholder and the completion of the church. Therefore no leader is or
should think of themselves as greater than the head, we are all disciples
(pupils, apprentices) of the master Jesus.
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Neither should members fall into the trap of becoming an appendix in the
body whose only function is to grumble.
)
A body is able to do things. The body works best when every member
works together to fulfil the will of the head. The church is able to do far
more than it thinks and achieves far more than can be imagined as it
operates in unity in obedience to Jesus Christ the head of the church.
The church is God’s plan to bring a lost world into an eternal relationship
with himself.
)
Not every Christian will be a worship leader or a lead worshipper; however
every Christian should be a worshipper. If we think of worship as both an
individual act and a corporate act we start to see the picture of the church
as a temple come to life. In fact, the early French Huguenots called their
churches Temples. Here are three aspects of the temple that we should
consider:
)
The presence of God is in the Temple
and if you are seeking the presence of
God the church is a good place to start.
God has said

) This is surely a
promise that all Christians would like to
see fulfilled in the UK in their life time.
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)
Temple or corporate worship is
amazing, it is warfare, it is healing,
it is releasing and it opens our
hearts to receive the word of God.
Whilst Individual (personal) worship
when alone in your own home
affords all sorts of freedom to act
as one may desire, corporate
worship requires an awareness of
others and a truly anointed
worshipper evokes a response in
others that encourages them to
greater acts of worship. Temple
worship is both the personal reality
of an individual offering of self, and
a Holy Spirit orchestrated corporate
unified act of adoration and
recognition of God.
)
When we speak of communion most minds leap to the term Holy
Communion and dwells on the idea of transubstantiation or
consubstantiation. The word communion may be defined as ‘The act or
an instance of sharing, as of thoughts or feelings or a religious or spiritual
fellowship.’
This idea of church as a communion, an instance of sharing in spiritual
fellowship with Christ and with one another, gives a deeper meaning. The
word sharing creates a sense of personal participation and personal
giving or contribution.
)
a) Relationship with God
The bible teaches us that God is omnipresent which literally means that
all of him is everywhere at the same time. This intimates that our
relationship with God is extremely personal and that we can speak with
him at any time anywhere. In fact, it suggests that we are never alone,
that he is always there. Therefore, our relationship with God is pictured as
a heavenly father and an adopted son. This suggests that God is not only
there but that his love and care for us is evident even when we do not
understand what is happening.
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JANUARY MEETINGS
Monday evenings 6.00pm
Beavers Colony for
children 6-8years
Cub Pack for
children 8 - 10½ years

Thursday mornings
9.30 - 10.15am
Cost £1 per family

Sunday mornings 9.30am
Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings by
appointment only.

Tuesdays 7th & 21st Jan
11.00am to
12 noon.

A voluntary
organisation
offering a low cost
professional
counselling service

Discover the
power of
prayer!

COMMUNITY
Watton Child Health Clinic

Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon
A warm and friendly
welcome and a
chance to chat over a
cup of tea or coffee.
Table top sale

Tuesday 14th & 21st Jan.
Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group
Monday 13th Jan.10.15am
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership

17th Jan
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)
The bible says that we are a family, one family together for eternity. This
would suggest that our earthly existence gives us the opportunity to
practice loving one another, caring for one another and helping and
supporting one another. Paul teaches us that “the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and
self-control. Against such things there is no law.” The consequence of our
relationship with the Holy Spirit is that we should act towards one another
with these attributes.
)
The church has authority in the spiritual realm and influence in the natural
realm.
The church is perhaps just discovering or perhaps re-discovering the
authority that it has in the spiritual realm and how the spiritual realm
impacts the natural realm. Yet the church also has influence in the natural
realm. Loneliness is the scourge of 21st century Britain; we should consider
what influence we can have on the community in which our church
flourishes to banish loneliness.
Imagine the town of Watton where two thirds of
the community were a single church of the town.
Suggest three ways the town would be
different.
1. _________________________
2. _________________________
3.

_________________________
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Spiritual growth is always accompanied by emotional and intellectual
growth. Spiritual growth comes by revelation and action; God reveals, we
act and personal growth is the consequence.
God desires to reveal things to us, from the bible, or through a church
service, or through a ministry or spiritual gift, and through life circumstances.
He does this on a regular basis and it is what we do with the revelation
that is given to us. His aim is that we will grow in every respect.
Recognise and take responsibility for your own personal growth in Christ by
undertaking to do the following five things:
In all that we think, all that we do, all that we feel and imagine we should
seek to please and honour God, rejecting anything which does not.
This awareness can be enhanced by speaking to him and acting as
though he were with you. We can ask him for little things like a parking
space or simply tell him how you feel.

Be aware that the Holy
Spirit is going to lead
you and teach you all
things and remind you
of the things Jesus
taught.
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Many people read the bible but forget to do what it says, become a
do-er of the word. Take responsibility for your actions or lack thereof.

The measure that you give will be the measure given to you. Therefore
honestly encourage.
The church is charged with the task of making disciples; it is not the church
ministers, neither is it the church leadership, it is a charge to every Christian
to participate in making disciples. Every Christian is a disciple, meaning a
learner, and has a role in fulfilling the task in their own lives as well as the
lives of others.
Watton Pentecostal Church provides a structure that helps people grow
through the monthly booklet, the foundation course and the membership
course. There are also home groups that encourage fellowship and growth.
It is important to remember that personal growth is linked to the individual’s
desire rather than the abilities of the church; for it is clear that only by
remaining in Christ will we produce fruit.
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Ministry is simply about serving. The word minister in the Greek means (a) "a
servant, attendant, minister, deacon," is translated "minister" and (b) denoted
among the Greeks, firstly, "one who discharges a public office at his own
expense," then, in general, "a public servant, minister”.
As we do our work in the church, we should have the aim of building up one
another and realise that we do not work alone for Christ is our fellow worker.
It is in him and through him that anything we do is of any eternal worth. The
anointing of the Holy Spirit enables the weakest saint to overcome. Therefore
be being filled with the Holy Spirit who is the anointing.
The most asked question by Christians is “What is my ministry?”
We understand this by what Jesus taught his disciples
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When we serve one another or serve those in our community or serve those
in the furthest ends of the world, we serve Jesus our brother, it is ministry.
There is no business plan or personal development package for ministry
the church can buy into. The church leadership needs to hear God and act
upon what they hear. It is God who raises up and anoints ministries not the
church, therefore there is an imperative to recognise what God has done
and is doing. Each individual should seek to grow and develop and the
church should therefore:
The church should recognise and respond to leadership, and leaders
should give clear direction and clear instructions as to what is expected
and acceptable.

This is a matter of
judgement and
perhaps it is better to
err on the side of
keeping people safe,
whilst ensuring that
people have opportunity
to serve or minister in
safety because of
adequate training
and guidance.

Encouragement is so important but can easily become false or unhelpful
when we encourage people to do something that they do not have the ability
to do because we are afraid to have the serious conversation.
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It is important that training be given for all the ministries in the church,
however any training should help the individual to progress in their ministry
This guidance and assurance is the responsibility of leadership who have
the responsibility for the ministries that operate in the church.
Every one of us in the church should be able to state what the purpose of
the church is from memory:

Remember that this is not the vision of the church but rather the mission of
the church and as we seek to work together we have God’s promise that it
is possible. At the lowest estimate each person in Watton Pentecostal
Church by working together reached 27,143 people outside the church.
This is the wonder of structure and teamwork and you being available.
Thank you.
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January Services
Sunday 5th January: 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: “To give every man woman and
child the opportunity to understand the gospel.”
Sunday 12th January: 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: “To provide a church.”
Sunday 19th January: 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: “To encourage growth.”
Sunday 26th January: 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: “To develop a ministry”
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Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River
Ministries (Norfolk) Registered Charity number
1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Great Britain. A member of
Evangelical Alliance
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