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Paul in the passage below from the book of Romans tells us that freedom
has privileges and responsibilities. In fact, at the beginning of this book
Paul describes himself as “Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus”.
The Greek word used for servant is “doulos”, which means in bondage, a
slave, a bondsman or a servant. The thought being that freedom is the
opportunity to serve God through Jesus Christ, or that no one in this world
attains to freedom from any slavery except by entrance into some higher
servanthood.
Romans 14:12-19
12 So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.
13 Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead,
make up your mind not to put any stumbling-block or obstacle in the
way of a brother or sister. 14 I am convinced, being fully persuaded in
the Lord Jesus, that nothing is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards
something as unclean, then for that person it is unclean. 15 If your
brother or sister is distressed because of what you eat, you are no
longer acting in love. Do not by your eating destroy someone for
whom Christ died. 16 Therefore do not let what you know is good be
spoken of as evil. 17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating
and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,
18 because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God
and receives human approval.
19 Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to
mutual edification.
The two quotes here indicate the privileges and responsibilities of freedom:
The divine "scheme of things," as Christianity understands it, is at once
extremely elastic and extremely rigid. It is elastic, in that it includes a large
measure of liberty for the creature; it is rigid in that it includes the proviso
that, however created beings choose to behave, they must accept
responsibility of their own actions and endure the consequences.
(Dorothy L. Sayer in “Dorothy L. Sayer: A Rage for Life.”)
Freedom is the right to be wrong, not the right to do wrong
(John Diefenbaker)
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So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God
(Romans 14:12)
Mankind will be held to account by God, for their lifestyle, for the
actions of society but more important each and every individual
will be held to account for their words and deeds. On the day of
judgement people might say but I don’t believe in God therefore I
am not subject to God, but this is a false argument.
Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who
are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and
the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore no one
will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the
law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.
(Romans 3:19-20)
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We will all be judged by God according to the law, which was given to
makes us aware of what sin is.
A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in
him, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up
in him. But I tell you that everyone will have to give account on
the day of judgment for every empty word they have spoken. For
by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will
be condemned.’ (Matthew 12:35-37)

We stand before God in the awful loneliness of our own souls; to
him we can take nothing but the character which in life we have
been building up.
Although we may have to give an account before God alone, we
at least have the support and help in that building up in the
church. The Holy Spirit was given both as a guide and a
comforter. He is the person who leads us into truth and gives us
counsel and comfort.
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Therefore let us stop
passing judgment on one
another (Romans 14:13)
Many years ago a young
man who works in the
warehouse of a store I
managed asked me the
question, “How do you get
to heaven?”
I asked “Why do you want
to know?”
He told the story of a woman, his fiancée’s grandmother, who
took him in as a young and troubled young man. She had
recently died and he wanted to know if she was in heaven.
I answered, “I don’t know, but can I ask do you think that God is a
good God?” He answered “Yes.”
I then asked, “Was this lady a good lady?” he again answered
“Yes.”
I replied, “Then I think we can leave it to God and her.”
Later I explained about how it is possible to have a relationship
with Jesus where he guarantees us that he has gone before us to
prepare a place for us.
It belittles us if we judge concerning someone else’s salvation,
we can only be sure that someone is saved by their confession
of their faith in Jesus Christ.
When we judge another person we are forced to make an
assumption. The rule is that if you ASSUME you make an ASS
out of U and ME.
5

Jesus gave us a very stern warning about judging other people.
In Mathew 7:1-2 Jesus says “‘Do not judge, or you too will be
judged. 2 For in the same way as you judge others, you will be
judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to
you.”
The measure you use, it will be measured to you. How you judge
people, that is how you will be judged.

Paul asks the question “Who are you to judge someone
else’s servant? To their own master, servants stand or fall.
And they will stand, for the Lord is able to make them
stand.”
When we judge someone, it is an act of condemnation, we rarely
allow for the right of reply. We should remember it is the Master
who will judge both them and us.
This warning should not dissuade us from using the gift of the
Holy Spirit which is known as distinguishing or discerning
between spirits.
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Make up your mind not to put any stumbling-block or
obstacle in the way of a brother or sister. (Romans 14:13)
A stumbling block is a thing that is an obstacle or impediment. A
stumbling block may be described as anything or anyone that
impedes or opposes or stands in the way of, or holds up progress
of Christian growth.
Paul says (2 Corinthians 6:3) “We put no stumbling-block in
anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be discredited”.

We can be a stumbling block to ourselves and to other people
(Matthew 18:7-9). We need to make up our mind not to be a
stumbling block or to put a stumbling block in our own way or the
way of others.
We should make up our mind to be an example of righteousness,
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
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An illustration of what sort of example we can make up our mind
to be.
A young mother was saved. She had never been to church
in her life, never read the Bible. Yet, her neighbours were
a godly retired couple and for many years they witnessed
to her. Finally, she came to church and heard the gospel
and was saved. She loved the truth. She had heart
trouble, and the doctors told her she must stop smoking.
She had a 2-3 year old daughter at that time.
She talked about her concern for the example she was
setting before her daughter and the Sunday School class
she helped with. She was having a hard time quitting
smoking. In a prayer meeting I was taking requests.
Tearfully, she stood and ask for prayer, she expressed
how hard it was for her. Then she just blurted it out that
she knew it was wrong, but every time she got close to
quitting, three members of our church came to her mind
who smoked and she used them to justify what she knew
was wrong.
How are you an example?
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Next Steps Service Sunday 8th Sept.
Please pray for Tasha and her team as she
arranges this service.
Please pray for each child who will receive a Bible.
Scouts Sea Life Centre Sleepover 27th - 28th Sept.
Pray for all the arrangements that have to be made.
Please pray for for the protection of all the leaders,
helpers and children.
Pray that everyone enjoys this event.
Carnival Day Sunday 29th Sept.
Pray for all the arrangements that have to be made
for this event.
Pray for the Carnival Service in the High Street,
which we are leading.
Pray for the various stalls that the Cubs and
Toddler Group are having.
Pray for the children and their parents who are
walking in the parade.
Please pray that lots of people will come to the
Church, which will open for light refreshments.
Pray for good weather for the day.
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September Meetings
Tuesday
3rd

& 17th Sept
11.00am -12noon
Sunday mornings
9.30am

Mondays
6.00pm
in term time

Prayer Meetings
"Faith in a prayer loving God will
make a prayer loving Christian”
Andrew Murray
Watton Church Scout Group
Beavers Colony
for 6’s - 8’s.
Cub Pack
For 8 - 10 ½

Tuesday evening
& Wednesday am
(Appointments only)

Thursday mornings
in term time

Sanctuary
Counselling Service

Noah’s Ark Toddler &
Baby Group - 9.30-11.15am
Cost ₤1 per family
D Toys D Activities D Stories
D Singing D

Thursday 5th Sept
8.00pm

Friday mornings
10am - 12noon
weekly

JPEG’S Photographic Club
Bring some holiday photos

Friendship Club
Teas & Coffees Table Top & I.T. Club
Pop in for a
chat and a cuppa!
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September Meetings
Sunday 8th September
10.30am
Each child who has left Noah’s
Ark this summer to go to
Nursery or School will be given
a Bible and a certificate.

Working in partnership in the Community
Watton Child Health Clinic
Tuesday 10th
Tuesday

24th

&

Sept

The Watton
Dementia Cafe

Baby Massage
Tuesdays
1.15 - 2.15pm

Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group

Wed 4th Sept
1.30-3.30pm
Carers and people living
with Dementia
drop in for information
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Monday
9th Sept
10.15am

Churches Sponsored
Walk & Cycle ride
Saturday 14th September 9am - 5pm
Please see Rosemary if you
would like to take part,
or help with this event.
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Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace
and to mutual edification. (Romans 14:19)
Whenever you read the word ‘therefore’ in scripture we should take
the time to see what it is there for. We do this by looking at the preceding verses.
Paul addresses a dispute that had appeared in the church in
Rome, similar to that which arose in Corinth (1 Corinthians 8:1 to
11:1). Paul says “Now about food sacrificed to idols: we know
that ‘We all possess knowledge.’ But knowledge puffs up
while love builds up.” (I Corinthians 8:1)

The dispute was between
those who bought meat at
the market at an affordable
price that may have been
offered to idols and those
who ate only vegetables.
One group claimed special
knowledge saying that
meat offered on the altar
of idols was defiled and
should not be eaten.

Paul understood that the Kingdom of God was not about eating
and drinking but about righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit. It is interesting to consider Paul’s approach; he sees a
thing in the light of God’s grace verses the legalism of the law.
The legalist often claims some special insight or knowledge of
scripture. Paul describes this as the weaker man in the faith for
two reasons:
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First, he has not yet discovered the meaning of Christian
freedom; he is at heart still under the law; he sees Christianity
as a thing of rules and regulations.

Second, he has not yet freed himself from a belief in the efficacy
of works. In his heart he still believes he can gain God’s favour by
doing certain things and abstaining from others.
People may take the broader view or the narrower view about
what is permissible in Christian conduct. When we are
approached by someone who holds a different view there are
three attitudes to avoid:
1. We must avoid ridicule. No man remains unwounded when
that which he thinks is precious is laughed at. It is no small sin to
laugh at another man’s beliefs. The kingdom attitude is
righteousness, to have right standing with God and other people.
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2. We must avoid irritation. An impatient annoyance with such a
person gets us nowhere. The kingdom attitude is peace, peace
does not mean the absence of hostility, it cannot be described as
a negative but is intensely positive, and it means everything that
makes for a man’s highest good.

3. We must avoid contempt. It is very wrong to regard a person
as an old fashioned fool or a self-centred libertine. A man’s
views are his own and must be treated with respect. The
kingdom attitude is joy. Christian joy can never be a selfish
thing. It does not consist in making ourselves happy; it consists
of making others happy. A so-called happiness which made
someone else distressed would not be Christian lifestyle.
The three attitudes to be employed when facing someone who
has a different view are essentially unselfish.
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Let us therefore make
every effort to do what
leads to peace and to
mutual edification.
(Romans 14:19)

The obvious consequence of this verse is that our actions lead
towards something, therefore perhaps before we set off on some
course of action we should consider where it will lead us. Does
our chosen path lead to peace and mutual edification or do we
simply choose to do what we want? What feels good to us?
What is Mutual edification?
What is edification, and why is it so important in the lives of
believers? The word used for “edification” in the New Testament
is oikodomeo, which translates literally as “to build a house.”
The word appears in the King James Bible only about 20 times,
and then only in the New Testament. It is translated into phrases
such as “building up” in more modern translations. Interestingly,
its usage is also limited to Paul’s letters.
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The dictionary definition of edify is “to instruct and improve,
especially in moral and religious knowledge.” According to Vine’s
Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, the word
indicates the promotion of “spiritual growth and development of
character of believers, by teaching or by example, suggesting
such spiritual progress as the result of patient labour.”

Vine’s definition captures
the meaning rather well.
Edification is more than just
encouragement; it includes
any activity which results in
more Christ-likeness, either
in oneself or in another
believer. Edification may
be individual or corporate.
Individually, one can edify
oneself by participating in
the various spiritual
disciplines (bible intake,
private prayer, private
worship, etc).

What tools has God given us to build each other up?
God has given us two tools with which we can build up each other.
1. He gave us the bible which is a manual for life. Paul writes to
Timothy that “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for
every good work”. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
How do you use the bible to edify others?
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2. God wants to use us an example
Five practical steps to be an example, can you think of more?
a. One of the best ways to share your faith is to
demonstrate the very things you believe by staying
positive and having a good attitude even in the middle of a
crisis in your own life.
b. Treat people with respect and dignity, no matter the
circumstances. Whenever you have the opportunity, show
how you don't change how you treat people, no matter
what.
c. Find ways to be a
blessing to others. This not
only plants amazing seeds
for a harvest in your own
life, it shows others that
you're not a phony. It
shows that you live what
you believe. Saying you're
a Christian is one thing,
but living it in tangible
ways every day is
something else.

d. Don't compromise your beliefs. Situations happen every
day where compromise is not only possible, but many
times is expected. Show people that your Christianity
means living a life of integrity. And oh yes, that means you
tell the cashier when they undercharged you for that item
in the shop.
e. The ability to forgive quickly is a very powerful way to show
how Christianity really works. Become a model of forgiveness.
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3. God gave ministry gifts
to the church.
Paul says, “So Christ
himself gave the
apostles, the prophets,
the evangelists, the
pastors and
teachers, to equip his
people for works of
service, so that the
body of Christ may be
built up until we all
reach unity in the faith
and in the knowledge
of the Son of God and
become mature,
attaining to the whole
measure of the fullness
of Christ.
(Ephesians 4:11-13)
Who are ministry gifts to you?
4. He gave the Holy Spirit who can distribute spiritual gifts as he
determines.
Paul says in the Message translation “God’s various gifts are
handed out everywhere; but they all originate in God’s Spirit.
God’s various ministries are carried out everywhere; but
they all originate in God’s Spirit. God’s various expressions
of power are in action everywhere; but God himself is behind
it all. Each person is given something to do that shows who
God is: Everyone gets in on it, everyone benefits. All kinds
of things are handed out by the Spirit, and to all kinds of
people!”
How are you making every effort to do what leads to peace and
to mutual edification?
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SEPTEMBER SERVICES
Christian Freedom
1st September: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: “Account”
8th September: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: Next Steps Service
15th September: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: “Stumbling Block”
22nd September: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: ‘Peace’
29th September: Watton Carnival Day
11.00am: Carnival Service in the High Street

Watton Pentecostal Church
If you would like to know more about these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk) Registered
charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies of God Great Britain.
A member of Evangelical Alliance,
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