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GRACE

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith”
(Ephesians 2:8)
There is much to say about God’s grace but even more to understand
and accept. A magazine had the following report:
“When Billy Graham was driving through a small southern town, he was
stopped by a policeman and charged with speeding. Graham admitted
his quilt, but was told by the officer that he would have to appear in court.
The judge asked, "Guilty, or not guilty?" When Graham pleaded guilty,
the judge replied, "That'll be ten dollars -- a dollar for every mile you went
over the limit."
Suddenly the judge recognized the famous minister. "You have violated
the law," he said. "The fine must be paid--but I am going to pay it for
you." He took a ten dollar bill from his own wallet, attached it to the ticket,
and then took Graham out and bought him a steak dinner! "That," said
Billy Graham, "is how God treats repentant sinners!"”
Progress Magazine, December 14, 1992.
Grace always refers to a gift that is undeserved and unearned.
It is good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace (Hebrews 13:9)
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God's mercy (grace) ... goes before
the unwilling to make him willing; it
follows the willing to make his will
effectual. (Augustine)
The grace of God is almost entirely
a New Testament concept. It is the
giving by God the Father his mercy
and undeserved favour into our
lives. The grace of God is the visible
expression of God’s power in action.
We have no claim on God and have
not earned or deserve anything but
he recognises our desperate need
and his love moves him to exercise
his power to help us.
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God also testified to it by
signs, wonders and various
miracles, and by gifts of the
Holy Spirit distributed
according to his will.
(Hebrews 2:4)
When we are saved by grace
we are eligible for the gifts and
call of God. The Greek word
‘gift’ is ‘Charisma.’ The word
charisma is really two words;
‘Charis’ which means ‘grace’
and ‘Ma’ which means ‘thing.’
Therefore the word ‘gift’ in the
New Testament really means
‘thing of grace.’

When the bible talks about spiritual gifts it is really speaking of a
manifestation of the grace of God in our lives. The gifts (Charismata)
of the Holy Spirit are distributed to the whole body of Christ and are
available to every member of the body. These gifts are manifested
through the lives of specific individuals and they contribute to the
building up and harmony of the church.
Christians who understand God’s grace can still slip into the idea that
we have to earn God’s favour. Yet grace talks of his compassion love
and power towards us in our need. Because of his great love for us,
God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we
were dead in transgressions – it is by grace you have been saved.
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You may know the story about the Sunday school teacher who wanted
to teach her class about grace. And so one day she asked them, “If I
sold my house and my car and gave all my money to the church, would
I get into Heaven?” “NO”! the children all answered.
Again she asked, “If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the yard,
and kept everything neat and tidy, would I get into Heaven?”
And again, the answer was “NO!”
“Well,” she continued, “then how can I get to Heaven?” In the back of
the room, a five-year-old boy shouted out, “You gotta be dead!”
Christian faith is not about what we can do for God, but what God has
done for us in his love and compassion. Christianity is not a religion, full
of ritual and regulation; rather it is a relationship instigated and
established by God.
We cannot buy our way into that relationship by good deeds, nor can
we worm our way in through falsehood. We do not deserve to be in that
relationship. It is a free gift from a loving God who seeks to rescue as
many as will turn to him.
Questions:
1. How much does God love you?
2. What gifts do you operate in?
3. Give an illustration of grace.
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But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more
gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on
me. (2 Corinthians 12:9)
In his book ‘The Anointing: Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow’ R. T. Kendall
makes the following statements:
“One of the most frightening comments I have heard since I entered the
ministry was uttered by an Episcopalian priest in America: ‘If the Holy
Spirit were taken completely from the church, 90 per cent of the work of
the church would go right on as if nothing had happened!’ What a
travesty of what the church was meant to be! And can it be true also
of our personal lives – that many of us are churning out ‘Christian’
activity that has no touch of God upon it?”
“The anointing is the power of the Holy Spirit. At the end of the day
there is no better definition. This book is about the power of the Holy
Spirit. But there is a more refined definition which I would like to offer at
this stage. Several years ago someone came into my vestry and asked
me, ‘What do you mean by the anointing?’ I remember answering
something like this, ‘It is a gift that functions easily when it is working.’
I had never said it like that before but I must have thought it.”
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“Jackie Pullinger said, ‘To the spiritual person the supernatural seems
natural.’”
When we think of grace we should and must realise that God has given
us gifts that are powered by the Holy Spirit. These giftings are not from
human strength or wisdom but the free gift of God. Mark Driscoll says,
“The grace of God allows you to be someone you're not, and do
something you can't.”
Grace is not simply so
that we might do great
exploits for God but
grace is for our
everyday life. It is by
grace that Christ gives
us divine power and
strength (anointing) to
deal with any trial, and
his strength is so much
better than our own!
This is how the
Amplified Bible
presents
2 Corinthians 12:9-10 But He said to me, My grace (My favour and
loving-kindness and mercy) is enough for you [sufficient against
any danger and enables you to bear the trouble manfully]; for My
strength and power are made perfect (fulfilled and completed) and
show themselves most effective in [your] weakness. Therefore, I
will all the more gladly glory in my weaknesses and infirmities,
that the strength and power of Christ (the Messiah) may rest
(yes, may pitch a tent over and dwell) upon me!
So for the sake of Christ, I am well pleased and take pleasure in
infirmities, insults, hardships, persecutions, perplexities and
distresses; for when I am weak [in human strength], then am I
[truly] strong (able, powerful in divine strength).
Questions:
Are there areas of your life or work that has no touch of God on it?
Does the supernatural seem natural?
How does one glory in their weaknesses?
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PRAYER FOCUS FOR JULY

Please pray:
·

for the Beavers/Cubs sleepover on 5th/6th July at the
church
Ø pray for all the arrangements that have to be made
Ø pray for protection of all the leaders, helpers and
children
Ø pray that everyone will have a great time

·

for Denis as he gets baptised on Sunday 7th July
Ø pray for protection and God's blessing on him before,
during and after he takes this important step.

·

for Simon and Grace and their visit to India. They leave on
10th July and return on 13th August. The itinerary should
be as follows (but as always in India this may change):
Ø the first two weeks in Bangalore; during that time
they hope to visit Pastor Raj Kumar and his son
Gladson
Ø visit Raj Kumar's churches in Tiruvannamalai
Ø two weeks with Solomon and Lavina and their
church in Chennai
Ø last weekend in Bangalore
Ø Simon hopes to set up a Skype link
Ø pray for them as they minister in all these places
Ø pray for protection for Simon and Grace during all
their travels
Ø pray for their health during their time in India
Ø pray also for the health of Grace's dad
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July Meetings
Tuesday
2nd

& 16th July
11.00am -12noon
Sunday mornings
9.30am

Prayer Meetings
"Press in with determination to
pray, until we see the
breakthrough!."
Suzette Hattingh
Watton Church Scout Group

Mondays
6.00pm
in term time

Beavers Colony
for 6’s - 8’s.
Cub Pack
For 8 - 10 ½

Tuesday evening
& Wednesday am
(Appointments only)

Thursday mornings
in term time

Sanctuary
Counselling Service

Noah’s Ark Toddler &
Baby Group - 9.30-11.15am
Cost ₤1 per family
D Toys D Activities D Stories
D Singing D

Friday mornings
10am - 12noon
weekly

Friendship Club
Teas & Coffees Table Top & I.T. Club
Pop in for a
chat and a cuppa!
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July Meetings
Simon and Grace are
visiting India from 10th July
to 13th August. Please pray
for this visit..
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Working in partnership in the Community
Watton Child Health Clinic
Tuesday 9th

&

Tuesday 23rd July

The Watton
Dementia Cafe

Baby Massage
Tuesdays
1.15 - 2.15pm

Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group

Wed 3rd July
1.30-3.30pm
Carers and people living
with Dementia
drop in for information

Monday
8th July
10.15am
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The AOG Conference 2013, an opportunity to
see all the ministry, to hear the vision and to
be blessed. It is also an opportunity to discuss
and learn as a church.
As we look to the future, we should learn from
the ministry the way that we can reach out,
receive and give into our local community.

Fri 30th Aug to Sun 1st Sept

‘Letton Hall’ Shipdham, Norfolk, IP25 7SA
Angela Pye will speak on
We are delighted to welcome back
Worship Leaders Sue and Jade Evans,
from South Wales, who proved such a
blessing at our 2012 Conference.
Bookings to Terrie Thomas NOW please.

FAMILY FUN DAY
in Thetford Forest
Watch out for more details
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Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace
already given. (John 1:16)
This is the one of the most astounding verses in the New Testament;
let us look at it in the Amplified Version, “For out of His fullness
(abundance) we have all received [all had a share and we were all
supplied with] one grace after another and spiritual blessing upon
spiritual blessing and even favour upon favour and gift [heaped]
upon gift.”
Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology (pages. 426-27) says,
“The word charis is used in the New Testament; it signifies the
unmerited operation of God in the heart of man, affected through the
agency of the Holy Spirit. While we sometimes speak of grace as an
inherent quality, it is in reality the active communication of divine
blessings by the inworking of the Holy Spirit, out of the fulness of
Him who is ‘full of grace and truth’.”
Receiving Grace
There is a story about
a father who gave his
son a mighty oak tree
as a gift, yet the father
could put it into his
son’s hand. Of course
it was an acorn, but
years later it had
become an oak tree
the father spoke about.

When we received the Holy Spirit we also received gifts by grace from
the Holy Spirit. When we use these gifts, we receive more. It is
important to realise three things here.
First, the scripture verse is very clear “we have all received,” We are
not seeking to receive nor are we waiting to receive. We have all
received; it is our responsibility to use what we have received to the
glory of God.
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Second, we continually receive and it is not only an improvement in
quality but also in abundance.
Third, whether we see grace as a spiritual blessing, divine favour or
spiritual gift, we should realise that the motive for giving grace, for
receiving and living in grace, and sharing grace with others is love.
The author Frederick Buechner, in his book Wishful Thinking, puts it
this way: "The grace of God means something like: Here is your life.
You might never have been, but you are because the party wouldn't
have been complete without you. Here is the world. Beautiful and
terrible things will happen. Don't be afraid. I am with you. Nothing can
ever separate us. It's for you I created the universe. I love you. There's
only one catch. Like any other gift, the gift of grace can be yours only
if you'll reach out and take it. Maybe being able to reach out and take
it is a gift too."
We must take
ownership of, take
control of, take
responsibility for, and
use the gift of grace
given to us. As we
exercise grace, so like a
muscle it grows;
however it grows as one
grace is given after
another and spiritual
blessing is piled upon
spiritual blessing and
even favour upon favour
and gift is heaped upon
gift by the Holy Spirit.
There is a sense of the
extravagance of God’s
love and grace being
lavished upon us.
Questions:
Have you received since you believed?
Many Christians do not know what their ministry is, how would you
advise them?
How did you take control of the gift of grace given to you?
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All the believers were one in heart and
mind. No one claimed that any of their
possessions was their own, but they
shared everything they had. With great
power the apostles continued to testify to
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And
God’s grace was so powerfully at work in
them all that there was no needy person
among them. For from time to time those
who owned land or houses sold them,
brought the money from the sales and
put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was
distributed to anyone who had need.
(Acts 4:32—35)

Often when we read this passage we miss
the phrase “And God’s grace was so
powerfully at work in them all that there
was no needy person among them." We
often take this to mean physical need yet
there must have been those with emotional
needs, wretched situations and living in
spiritual poverty. Yet it seems clear that
there were no needy among them. The
Greek word for ‘needy’ is ‘penichros’ which
means ‘very poor’, ‘needy’, or ‘wretched’.

Luke says, “God’s grace was so
powerfully at work in them all that there
was no needy person among them.”
God’s grace met all the needs that were
among them. Being gracious is more than
being pleasantly kind, benevolent, or
courteous. It also includes meeting the
needs of others, such as healing the sick,
bringing comfort, prayers of deliverance
and acts of power and extravagant love.
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As Paul sees it kindness constantly characterizes God, but this
kindness finds particular expression and completion in his saving work
in and through Christ. The continuity of God’s kindness may also be
seen in 1 Peter 2:3, which applies Psalm 34:8 to Christ “You have
tasted the Kindness (Chrestotes) of the Lord.”
(Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, ‘Gracious’).
The Message translation records Peter as saying “So clean house!
Make a clean sweep of malice and pretence, envy and hurtful talk.
You’ve had a taste of God. Now, like infants at the breast, drink
deep of God’s pure kindness. Then you’ll grow up mature and
whole in God.”
The Greek word ‘Chrestos’ is translated as gracious, yet early Christian
literature such as Justin (in Apology 4.1) suggests ‘Chrestos’ is Christ
and ‘Chrestoi’ as Christian. A Marcionite inscription substitutes
‘Chrestos’ (gracious) for ‘Christos’ (Christ). It is easy to see that the
early church felt that God’s grace at work were the acts of Jesus Christ
through the Holy Spirit.
It has been said that there are ten characteristics of being gracious:
1. Being gracious is someone who is humble and desires to praise
others.
2. Someone who is gracious would never seek out to embarrass
another person deliberately.
3. A gracious individual is quick to say ‘thank you’ for even the
smallest gesture.

4. Listening to the other
person more than talking
about yourself is a
gracious characteristic.
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5. Not “one upping” someone or being spiteful is considered being
gracious.
6. A gracious person makes a point of paying attention to others.
7. Consciously being mindful to say what is appropriate is a gracious
choice.
8. A gracious person seeks out ways to make others feel comfortable
and appreciated.
9. Being gracious means knowing you are not indispensable and
respects everyone’s contribution.
10. To be gracious is to recognize the good in everyone and every
situation as the first option.
I would like to add:
“Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I
have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these,
because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in
my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. You may
ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.” (John 14:12-14)

Therefore to do miracles, share the good news, and bring glory to your
Heavenly Father are the acts of a gracious person, a person full of grace.
Questions
How often do you pray for the sick?
How often do you share the good news?
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JULY SERVICES
7th July: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: Baptism Service
Pray for Simon & Grace
14th July: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: ‘Grace is sufficient’
21st July: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: ‘Receiving Grace’
28th July: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: ‘Being Gracious’

Watton Pentecostal Church
If you would like to know more about these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk) Registered
charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies of God Great Britain.
A member of Evangelical Alliance,
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