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May Study: The Captain of Salvation
God, for whom and through whom everything was made,
chose to bring many children into glory. And it was only
right that he should make Jesus, through his suffering, a
perfect leader, fit to bring them into their salvation.
(Hebrews 2:10 NLT)
For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by
whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make
the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.
(Hebrews 2:10 NKJV)

We are going to try to follow
two threads in this study
exploring the great events in
the life of Joshua. We also
want to be clear that Jesus is
the ‘Captain of our Salvation’
that is he is the author,
pioneer, leader, and source of
our salvation. The first of the
two threads is:
First, a pattern for individual growth
Commission – commitment and call
Crossing – determination and burning bridges
Capture – defeat of personal strongholds and giants
Completion - Psalm 27:13 “I remain confident of this: I will
see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.”
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It is sad, but often the case, that Christians do not reach their
potential as children of God. This pattern for individual growth is to
help people to treat personal spiritual development as a priority.
The second thread is to look at doing the work of the evangelist
Commission – anointed for the work
Crossing – into a relationship
Capture – prayerfully pulling down strongholds & slaying giants
Completion – sharing faith & opportunity given

The Bible (2 Timothy 4:5)
clearly tells each of us that
we should do the work of
the evangelist. In other
words evangelism is not
the reserve of a few
special people but the
duty of every Christian.

We start our study by reading the commissioning of Joshua. We
look to Jesus the captain, the author, the source, the pioneer, the
leader and the perfecter of our faith to help us grow and reach out.
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Week 1: The Commission
Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the
law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the
right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you
go. Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate
on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do
everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and
successful. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for
the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”
(Joshua 1:7 – 9)
Every Christian when they are born again [saved, born from
above, converted] is commissioned to service. When we ask
Jesus into our life we invite him in as both Saviour and Lord.
In the commissioning of
Joshua as in every
commissioning there is
a charge, which is a
duty, responsibility, or
obligation to be
accomplished and
discharged continually.

For Joshua the terms of the commission are clear; perhaps we
could define what is meant by each of the following:
1. Be strong
2. Be very courageous
3. Meditate on my word day and night
4. Do not be afraid
5. Do not be discouraged
God’s commission is generally accompanied by a purpose,
provision and a promise.
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For every Christian there is the great commission.
“Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely
I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’”
(Matthew 28:18-20)
We see the purpose, “make
disciples of all nations”; the
provision “All authority in
heaven and on earth has
been given to me”; and the
promise “I am with you
always”. This command is for
every Christian because God
wants no one to perish but all
to come to eternal life.

GO

Peter is commissioned rather than re-instated in John 21 to serve
the church. There is a sense that every disciple must accept the
condition of this commission, which is to love Jesus, if they are to
serve in the church.
When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?’
‘Yes, Lord,’ he said, ‘you know that I love you.’
Jesus said, ‘Feed my lambs.’
Again Jesus said, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’
He answered, ‘Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.’
Jesus said, ‘Take care of my sheep.’
The third time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you
love me?’
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, ‘Do
you love me?’ He said, ‘Lord, you know all things; you know
that I love you.’
Jesus said, ‘Feed my sheep. (John 21:15-17)
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Understanding the three questions, the three answers and the
three charges is perhaps for another study.
For those following the thread of personal growth there is a need
to love Jesus, serve the church, make disciples and act in
obedience to the word of God. Most Christians grow and develop
through serving other people; however this takes commitment to
both serve and grow. It is for every individual to respond to the
commission of the Lord.
For those doing the work of the evangelist there is a need to love
Jesus, to meditate on the word and to act in obedience. Jesus
wants to baptise every believer with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
The fire of compassion and the empowering of the Holy Spirit is
the anointing necessary for the God of the supernatural to be
revealed, through the preaching of the gospel. When we speak
about the preaching of the gospel our mind conjures up a huge
platform and even larger crowds. But simply sharing your faith
with a neighbour is preaching the gospel.
The truth is that
whatever we do if it is
without love we will
fail, love is at the
heart of the gospel, it
is the willing hand in
serving others and
love is the means by
which we may fulfil
our duty to the Lord.

Questions:
1. Will you accept your commission in the army of the Lord?
2. Will you commit yourself to your local church?
3. Will you actively seek the anointing?
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Week 2: The Crossing
So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the
priests carrying the ark of the covenant went ahead of them.
Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as
soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan
and their feet touched the water’s edge, the water from
upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great
distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of
Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the Sea of the
Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea) was completely cut off. So the
people crossed over opposite Jericho. The priests who
carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD stopped in the
middle of the Jordan and stood on dry ground, while all
Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed the
crossing on dry ground. (Joshua 3:14-17)
When Joshua instructed the people to cross over the Jordan was
in full flood. Therefore the crossing was first a step of faith, not
dependent on the priests understanding or what they could see.
It was a step of faith that came from a determination to obey.

Continued on p13
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PRAYER FOCUS
“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his love endures forever.”
Psalm 118:1
This month we want to give thanks to God for all he is doing in
our Church. We especially want to give thanks for the miracle of
new life:
● We give thanks for those who are expecting babies.
● We also give thanks for spiritual new life:

Ø For the new people he is bringing into the Church.
Ø For those who are coming into Church membership.
Ø For the fresh awareness of the Holy Spirit moving in
people’s lives, bringing a new sense of God’s presence.
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MISSION
On the 19th May Ken, Pat and Martina are planning to
re-visit the Falconer Children's Home in Zambia in
order to support and encourage the workers there as
they care for over 100 children.
Precious time will be spent with the children as well.
Their love for the Lord is evident, their joy infectious,
singing wonderful and their games are fun.

At the end of 2 weeks Ken, Pat and the Director, Simon,
will be flying to Ndola for a week. This is a large Copper
Belt town, about 400 miles away from the Home, where
our parcels are shipped to and where banking and
legalities are carried out. They hope to visit other
orphanages, in particular the one supported by 'Tools with
a Mission' where courses are run in Carpentry and
Dressmaking. Both of these skills are taught at
Kabulamema but could be developed more. Martina, on
the other hand, will remain at Kabulamema for a further
10 weeks. She is hoping to assist in the development of
the children. Bob will be joining her for the last week.
Please pray that God will guide and give
wisdom in all that is done in His name.
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May Meetings
Tuesday
7th & 21st May
11.00am -12noon
Sunday mornings
9.30am

Prayer Meetings
“Unless I had the spirit of
prayer, I could do nothing”
Charles Finney

Mondays
6.00pm
in term time

Watton Church Scout Group
Beavers Colony
for 6’s - 8’s.
Cub Pack
For 8 - 10 ½

Tuesday evening
& Wednesday am
(Appointments only)

Sanctuary
Counselling Service

Thursday mornings
in term time

Noah’s Ark Toddler &
Baby Group - 9.30-11.15am
Cost ₤1 per family
D Toys D Activities D Stories
D Singing D

Bank Holiday
Monday

JPEG’S Photographic Club
Outing to Melsop Farm

6th May

Gallery photo - a portrait

Friday mornings
10am - 12noon
weekly

Friendship Club
Teas & Coffees A chat and a cuppa!
Table Top & I.T. Club
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April Meetings
JPEG’S
VISIT
The photographic club are
visiting Melsop Farm on
Monday 6th May.
Cost ₤5.40 per person.
Bookings to Bob.
Everyone Welcome

The Beavers and Cubs
are organising a Family
Service on Sunday 26th
May at 10.30am.
Why not join us?

Working in partnership in the Community
Watton Child Health Clinic

Baby Massage
Tuesdays
1.15 - 2.15pm

Tuesday 14th &
Tuesday 28th May

The Watton
Dementia Cafe

Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group

Wed 1st May
1.30-3.30pm
Carers and people living
with Dementia
drop in for information
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Monday
13th May
10.15am

‘Letton Hall’
The speaker will be Angela Pye
from Watton who will bring teaching
based on Romans 12 v.1&2

We are delighted to welcome
back Guest Worship Leaders
Sue and Jade Evans,
from South Wales, who proved
such a blessing at our 2012
Conference.
Cost of Conference:
£104 inclusive
Bookings to Terrie Thomas
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When crossing over there must be a determination to push on
and get to the other side. As we enter into the new land, new relationship, new ministry or new level of service in the church, we
must be willing to burn our boats so that we rely completely on
Jesus.
In personal growth there must be a determination to do what is
necessary for you to fulfil your commission. The burning of boats
is an illustration of no going back, no retreat or giving up. For
Joshua and the Israelites the flow of the river returned behind
them, there was no thought or possibility of retreat.
The Israelites little knew that they were crossing from a past that
was disappearing to a future that was full of promise and a
fulfilment of the promise.

For the evangelist it is a crossing over into new relationships, with
a different culture to that of the church and a community with
different values. It is being involved in this new community,
without being influenced by its culture or values but by lifestyle
and proclamation bringing the Good News of a better way to live.
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In many churches and individuals have lost touch with the way
that their community has changed and been influenced by the
media. What is now acceptable in society would have been
frowned upon a few years ago. In these cases the church and
individuals need to cross over from what was to what is and be
an example of Christian love without judging or condemning
people. Jericho could not be captured without crossing over.

Crossing over by definition means leaving something behind and
venturing into something new. What we must now leave behind is
an old lifestyle, an old way of thinking with its culture, customs
and values. We cross over into what God has made us in Jesus
Christ, the reality of our citizenship of the Kingdom of Heaven
and its culture, customs and values.
Questions:
What do you need to cross over into?
How can the church help you in crossing over?
Making new relationships takes a determination not to give up.
Are you determined?
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Week 3: The Capture
On the seventh day, they
got up at daybreak and
marched around the city
seven times in the same
manner, except that on
that day they circled the
city seven times. The
seventh time around,
when the priests sounded
the trumpet blast, Joshua
commanded the army,
“Shout! For the LORD has
given you the city!
Joshua (6: 15-16)
The significance of Jericho (the Canaanite word ‘Reah’) far
outweighs the fact that it was the most important city in the
Jordan valley (Num. 22:1; 34:15), and the strongest fortress in all
the land of Canaan. It was the key to Western Palestine, a
strategic stronghold.
It was the centre for the worship of lunar deities, such as ‘Nikkal’
(female) who is linked to fruitfulness and ‘Yareah’ a moon god in
Canaanite religion whose epithets are "illuminator of the
heavens"', "illuminator of the myriads of stars" and "lord of the
sickle". The latter epithet may come from the appearance of the
crescent moon. The city of Jericho bears his name. Jericho was a
physical stronghold and a spiritual stronghold.
The word strongholds is found once in the New Testament, used
metaphorically by Paul in a description of the Christian’s spiritual
battle
“The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the
world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish
strongholds” (2 Corinthians 10:4)
15

Our weapons are not physical, for our warfare is spiritual in
nature. This makes them no less real.
What are these strongholds we are called to demolish? In the
very next verse, Paul interprets the metaphor: “We demolish
arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against
the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to
make it obedient to Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). The
“arguments” are the philosophies, reasoning’s, and schemes of
the world. The “pretensions” have to do with anything proud,
man-centred, and self-confident.
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The enemy is firmly
entrenched; these
strongholds have been
guarded for many years,
presenting a great wall
of resistance to the
truth. None of this
discourages or
dissuades the Christian.
Using the weapons of
God’s choosing, he
attacks the strongholds,
and by the miraculous
power of Christ, the
walls are breached, and
the bastions of sin and
error are battered down.

The victorious Christian enters the ruins and leads captive, as it
were, every false theory and every human philosophy that had
once proudly asserted its independence from God.
The enemies commanding the defence of these strongholds are
Jealousy, adultery, hatred, fear, idolatry, heresy and indifference.
The stronghold bears the name of its commander.
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I believe that the task of each individual Christian is to pull down
and demolish strongholds in our own life and in the lives of others
through prayer and spiritual gifts. Jesus defeated the spiritual
powers and authorities at the cross. Paul says “having
disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public
spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.” Yet
there are still pockets of resistance to be dealt with.
If we are to grow in the faith we must ensure that there are no
pockets of resistance, no strongholds in our life that would rob
Jesus of his rightful place as Lord of all.
Demolishing strongholds in
other people’s lives is
surrendering ourselves to the
Holy Spirit and allowing him to
guide us in how we pray for
the lost, for those who have
not yet asked Jesus Christ
into their lives. This is where
all evangelism begins;
Hudson Taylor gave this
advice to Jonathan Goforth,
he said to be successful in
China you needed to "go
forward on your knees."

Jonathan Goforth went on to become the foremost missionary
revivalist in early 20th century China, he said, he ‘’…had no
method. I did not know how to conduct a Revival. I could deliver
an address and let the people pray, but that was all.”
Questions:
What other types of strongholds are there?
Have you any experience of evil spirits?
Why is it important to pray for the lost with a minimum of two?
What victories have you seen in your life and how?
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Week 4: The Completion
So the LORD gave Israel all the land he had sworn to give
their ancestors, and they took possession of it and settled
there. The LORD gave them rest on every side, just as he had
sworn to their ancestors. Not one of their enemies withstood
them; the LORD gave all their enemies into their hands. Not
one of all the LORD’s good promises to Israel failed; every
one was fulfilled. (Joshua 21:43-45)
We need to take possession of what the Lord has provided, what
he has accomplished. When demolishing spiritual strongholds,
like the Israelites we must possess the land. Then and only then
will we experience the Lord’s rest.
The bible is filled with talk about rest. Not passivity or inaction,
but a vibrant, life-changing, God-filled state of rest
The rest to which God calls us flows from the confidence that we
have been chosen. We are neither fully responsible for
accomplishing God’s work, nor for securing our own salvation.
Our confidence in this frees us from the growth-stunting
over-activity that results from our efforts to earn salvation and
God’s love, and to do God’s work for him.
When we speak of
completion, we are not saying
that the war is over, or that all
pockets of resistance have
been vanquished. Completion
for me means that this
particular battle is over and it
is time to rest and rejoice. It is
time to enjoy the victory won
by Jesus Christ and allow the
changes that growth
necessitates to become
established.
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When praying for the lost,
we should pray until we
see the victory through
spiritual gifts, so that
through faith we can say
‘the victory in this battle
has been won’.
In our time of rest it is often
important to proclaim the
victory. Our proclamation is
before God to declare his
glory and before powers
and principalities to
consolidate their defeat.
Why not stop for a moment
to give glory to God or to
sing a song of victory.

We can also read (proclaim) and apply the word of God. Ask and
receive so than your joy will be made complete.
Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask
and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.
(John
16:24)
No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God
lives in us and his love is made complete in us. (1 John 4: 12)
Loving one another is an important part of feeling his complete
love within us.
Questions:
How would you take possession of a victory in your life?
How do you rest in God?
What victory have you experienced this year?
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MAY SERVICES
The Captain of our Salvation
5th May: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: ‘The Commission’
12th May: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: ‘The Crossing’
19th May: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: ‘The Capture ’
26th May: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: Beavers & Cubs Family
Service

Watton Pentecostal Church
If you would like to know more about these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk) Registered
charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies of God Great Britain.
A member of Evangelical Alliance,
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