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1 Corinthians 1:18
“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power
of God.”
It is good to attempt to understand how
other people see things, to walk in someone
else’s shoes or to see life through someone
else’s eyes. At this time of year when a
Christian’s thoughts turn to the cross at the
centre of the Easter Story, it is interesting to
think about how other people see it.
The Archbishop of Canterbury in 1944 warned the British nation
against a growing secularism and selfishness saying “A
hedonistic society has no need of God.” As we think of the moral
decline in our society since those times we should be tolerant to
others’ beliefs but protective of what is good, kind and loving.
Here is what other people have said about tolerance:
“More and more people care about religious tolerance as
fewer and fewer care about religion.” (Alexander Chase)
“Tolerance is the virtue of the man without convictions.”
(G.K. Chesterton)
“The tolerance of evil is really indifference.” (Anon)
“If you do not know what you believe your tolerance is
really indifference.” (Anon)
“It does me no injury for my neighbour to say there are 20
gods, or no god. It neither picks my pocket nor breaks my
leg.” (Thomas Jefferson)
“I am committed to what I believe because of what I have
learnt and seen, therefore tolerance and respect for others
does not lessen my belief but strengthens it.” (Anon)
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Discuss what you think about the quotes above.
How do you see the cross of Jesus Christ?

Horatius Bonar said, “With a weak faith and a fearful heart, many
a sinner stands before the Lord. It is not the strength of our faith,
but the perfection of Christ's sacrifice that saves! No feebleness
of faith, nor dimness of eye, no trembling of hand can change the
efficacy of Christ's blood. The strength of our faith can add
nothing to it, nor can the weakness of our faith take anything from
Him. Faith (weak or strong) still reads the promise, "the blood of
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin." If at times my eye
is so dim that I cannot read these words, through blinding tears or
bewildering trials, faith rests itself on the certain knowledge of the
fact that THE PROMISE IS THERE, and the blood of Christ
remains in all its power and suitableness upon the altar,
unchanged and unaffected.”

Each week someone will give a testimony on “How I see the
cross”
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“Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and
the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They bound him and
brought him first to Annas” (John 18:12f)
Annas (the contracted form of Ananias but was not the Ananias
of Acts 23) was appointed Jewish High Priest in AD 6 by
Quirinius governor of Syria. While he was deposed in A D 15, his
standing and control of the temple still continued in that his five
sons and his son-in-law, Caiaphas became High Priest after him.
Under Mosaic law, the high-priesthood was held for life
(Num. 3:10); and although Annas had been deposed by the
Roman procurator, the Jews may still have regarded him as
legally the high priest.
Luke perhaps indicated the true state of affairs when he wrote
“during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas” (singular,
Luke 3:2). He had a central role in the crucifixion of Jesus Christ
(John 18: 13, 24) and the trial of Peter and John (Acts 4:6).

Let us imagine what
Annas the High Priest
saw in Jesus. He was
a man who knew the
ruthlessness of their
Roman masters by
personal experience.

He saw Jesus and his followers as a problem for which the
Romans would punish the Jewish nation and he would lose the
stability that his intercession and control had built. The plan was
to destroy the threat, for as Caiaphas advised the Jewish
Leaders that, “it was expedient and for their welfare that one
man should die for (instead of, in behalf of) the people”.
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Have you ever opposed the plan and purposes of God, because
of human logic and reason? What is God’s plan and purpose for
your life? Or, does your application of human logic and reason
say there is no God or the bible cannot mean that. Have you ever
been a modern day Annas?
God will never ask you to sin to fulfil his plans or purpose.
This is what Pope John Paul II said,
“It is Jesus that you seek when you dream of happiness; He is
waiting for you when nothing else you find satisfies you; He is the
beauty to which you are so attracted; it is He who provoked you
with that thirst for fullness that will not let you settle for
compromise; it is He who urges you to shed the masks of a false
life; it is He who reads in your heart your most genuine choices,
the choices that others try to stifle.
It is Jesus who stirs in you the desire to do something great with
your lives, the will to follow an ideal, the refusal to allow
yourselves to be ground down by mediocrity, the courage to
commit yourselves humbly and patiently to improving yourselves
and society, making the world more human and more fraternal.”
Questions:
1. How did Annas see the cross?
2. In which ways could you be like Annas?
3. How do you see the cross?
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“Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother” John 19:25
When we look at her character we can only wonder at the battles
of her heart she would have to face. We admire faith and humility
exhibited in her immediate surrender of herself to divine will,
though ignorant of how it was to be accomplished. We should
understand that Mary was probably a young teenager when she
was visited by the angel (The minimum age for marriage under
Jewish law is 13 for boys, 12 for girls and the Talmud
recommends that parents marry off their children when they
reach puberty).
It is difficult for anyone to imagine how Mary, the mother of Jesus, felt as she stood and watched her first born child dying on
the cross. Try to imagine the conversation as to whether or not
she should attend. Perhaps some tried to convince her to stay
away or perhaps she knew that God would make the cross a
place of glory and victory.

Perhaps she would remember
all the things that people had
told her at his birth and in his
childhood, Luke tells us,” Mary
treasured up all these things and
pondered them in her heart.”
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Patrick Henry Reardon said:
“The emotional impulse to
dwell on the sorrow of Jesus'
mother at the foot of the
Cross had its root in the very
love symbolized by the
Cross. Simply put, Jesus died
because he loved us. And
such sacrificial love elicited a
responding love from the
believing heart.
Christian emotional response to the sufferings of Jesus, then, has
traditionally been deep and abiding. Paul was one of the first of
those Christians who, from the very beginning, have
demonstrated a sustained, overwhelming disposition to "survey
the wondrous Cross where the young Prince of Glory died."
Christians have always known, of course, that the victory of the
Cross is inseparable from the Lord's Resurrection. They have
never been in doubt that Jesus was "raised for our
justification." Yet, their warmest sentiments have traditionally
been directed to the harsher fact that He "was delivered up for
our offenses" (Romans 4:25). From the beginning, that is to
say, they were disposed to dwell in imagination, distress, and
deep empathy on the thought of what Jesus endured on their
behalf. Even his wounds were treasured, because He "Himself
bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having
died to sin, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes
you were healed" (1 Peter 2:24).”
Luke says in Acts 1:14 “They all joined together constantly in
prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus,
and with his brothers.”
We may assume that Mary was present on the day of Pentecost
at the birth of the church.
Questions:
1. How did Mary see the cross?
2. In which ways could you be like Mary?
3. How do you see the cross?
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WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
(INTERNATIONAL AND INTERDENOMINATIONAL)
Friday 1st March
2.30pm
At St. Mary’s Church, Watton
Speaker: Mrs. Angela Pye
This year the programme was prepared by women in France

Women For The Kingdom
Refreshment Day at WPC
Saturday 20th April
10.0am to 4.00pm

Guest Speaker:
Lydia Field
Cost ₤15.00
(including lunch)
Bookings to June Brown
by 6th April
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Mother’s Day Service
Please join us for our
Special Mother’s Day Service
Sunday 10th March, 10.30 - 11.30am
At Watton Pentecostal Church

EASTER FAMILY SERVICE
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Tuesday

Prayer Meetings

& 19th March.
11.00am -12noon

“God has a thousand-year
calendar with only one day
marked on it. It is marked
TODAY.” Reinhard Bonnke

5th

Sunday mornings
9.30am
Sundays
at 6.00pm

Full Flame Evangelism
Course

Mondays
6.00pm
in term time

Watton Church Scout Group
Beavers Colony
for 6’s - 8’s.
Cub Pack
For 8 - 10 ½

Tuesday evening
& Wednesday am
(Appointments only)

Sanctuary
Counselling Service

Thursday mornings
in term time

7th

Thursday
March 8.00pm

Friday mornings
10am - 12noon
weekly

Noah’s Ark Toddler &
Baby Group - 9.30-11.15am
JPEG’S Photographic Club
Mini World Workshop bring your camera
Please bring a Gallery Pic :
Winter Wonderland
Friendship Club
Teas & Coffees A chat and a cuppa!
Table Top & I.T. Club
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WATTON PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
VISITATION TEAM
COULD YOU BE A NEW TEAM MEMBER?
Could you make a phone call or visit someone
who is not well?
Please speak to Angela for more information!

Working in partnership in the Community
Watton Child Health Clinic
Tuesday 12th & Tuesday

Baby Massage
Tuesdays
1.15 - 2.15pm

26th March

The Watton
Dementia Cafe

Watton &
District
Diabetes UK Group

Wed. 6th March
1.30-3.30pm
Carers and people living
with Dementia
drop in for information

Monday
11th March
10.15am
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PRAYER FOCUS FOR MARCH
Please pray for the following services:
10th March - Mother's Day Service
● pray for everyone taking part in the service
● pray for good attendance for all those invited
● pray that the gospel will be clearly presented

24th March - Easter Family Service
● pray for the organisation of this service
● pray for everyone taking part
● pray for good attendance for all those invited
● pray that the gospel will be clearly presented
29th March - Good Friday Service
● pray for our focus on this important day of
remembering Jesus' sacrifice

31st March - Easter Sunday Service

pray for the church as we celebrate
that Jesus is risen!
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“When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because
for a long time he had been wanting to see him. From what
he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform a sign
of some sort.” (Luke 23:8)
Pilate, who was the Roman Procurator of Judea, did not want to
try Jesus and found the excuse of ‘jurisdiction’ for sending him to
King Herod.
King Herod had heard about Jesus; his teaching and the miracles
he had done and had wanted to see him for a long time. This
proves that what Jesus had done in his ministry had been talked
about throughout the nation, even coming to the attention of
kings. Herod had hoped for a miracle, it appears that he wanted
to be amused or entertained. He did not take Jesus seriously.
Herod, who had beheaded John the Baptist, was not amused
when Jesus kept silent and refused to do any miracles. He had
done them for the poorest of Herod’s people but refused the king
himself. Meanwhile, the chief priests and the teachers of religious
law stood there shouting their accusations, which included the
claim to be the rightful King.
Herod mocked and ridiculed Jesus possibly because of
intimidation of the religious leaders or the lack of entertainment.

Herod, like many
people today,
ignored the
evidence and
refused to take the
claims of Jesus
Christ seriously.
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Herod was deposed when Caligula came to power and was
exiled to France. Herodias, his wife went with him. A third
Century historian suggests that Caligula had Herod assassinated.
Agrippa, the friend of Caligula, who replaced Herod, was Herod’s
nephew and his wife’s brother.
Bill Hybels said,
“God led Jesus to a cross, not a crown, and yet that cross
ultimately proved to be the gateway to freedom and forgiveness
for every sinner in the world. God also asks us as Jesus'
followers to carry a cross. Paradoxically, in carrying that cross,
we find liberty and joy and fulfilment.”
What opportunities would have opened up if Herod had taken
Jesus seriously and surrendered himself to the King of Kings,
take up a cross rather than pursuing a crown? We are indeed
fortunate in being able to live a post-resurrection and post
Pentecost age. We can look back and see the evidence of
history.
What would your non-believing friends gain if they seriously
investigated the evidence concerning the claims of Jesus?
Questions
1. How did Herod see the cross?
2. In which ways could you be like Herod?
3. How do you see the cross?

14

“So Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews”? Jesus
replied, “You have said it.” 4 Pilate turned to the leading
priests and to the crowd and said, “I find nothing wrong with
this man!”
Then they became insistent. “But he is causing riots by his
teaching wherever he goes—all over Judea, from Galilee to
Jerusalem!”
“Oh, is he a Galilean?” Pilate asked. When they said that he
was, Pilate sent him to Herod Antipas, because Galilee was
under Herod’s jurisdiction, and Herod happened to be in
Jerusalem at the time.” (Luke 23:3-6)
Pontius Pilate was appointed procurator of Judea in AD 26 by
Tiberius. On several occasions he had offended the Jews. First
by bringing his Headquarters into Jerusalem and the soldiers’
standards bearing the emperors image which some considered
idolatrous. He had to move his headquarters again. Then, he
appropriated the temple funds to build a viaduct. Then he hung
golden shields in his palace on Mount Zion inscribed with the
names of deities and was ordered by the emperor to remove
them. Finally, he slaughtered certain Galileans while they were
offering sacrifices in the temple.
In sending Jesus to
Herod, Pilate was
probably glad of this
opportunity to pay a
little respect to Herod,
whom he had irritated,
and with whom he now
wished to be friends.
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Pilate was in the position where he could not allow further upset
in Israel and keep his place and so gave in to the demands of the
crowd. Even though his wife had sent warning to him, ‘to have
nothing to do with this innocent man’ (Matthew 27:19). He did
make a full report of the trial and condemnation of Jesus to
Tiberius.
In AD 36 Pilate was sent back to Rome under a cloud after
complaints about putting down an insurrection in Samaria.
Pilate almost certainly gave his life to Christ and some say he
was martyred at Mount Pilatus by being thrown into the lake.
Others say he committed suicide full of remorse and despair,
throwing himself into the lake. While legend has it that every
Good Friday the ghost of Pilate rises from the water to wash
Christ’s blood from his hands.
Since the 15th
century, it has
been said that
Tiberius Caesar
had had
Pontius Pilate
thrown into
chains as a
punishment for
condemning
Jesus Christ,
whereupon
Pilate
committed
suicide.
While we can dismiss these legends, we should recognise that
what people say about a person gives an insight into the man,
and on that basis we can say that Pontius Pilate was expedient
in the face of political pressure rather than honest.
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Pilate is an example for us of what happens when we fail to stand
for Christ, when we fail to act with mercy and justice, when we fail
to take a stand for truth and love. When we act in a way that will
make us friends rather than doing what is right. How will history
judge you? What will people say at your funeral?
Theodore of Stoudios, the Abbott of Stoudios a monastery in
Constantinople says, “How splendid the cross of Christ! It brings
life, not death; light, not darkness; paradise, not its loss. It is the
wood on which the Lord, like a great warrior, was wounded in
hands and feet and side, but healed thereby our wounds. A tree
had destroyed us; a tree now brought us life.”

Questions:
1. How did Pilate see the cross?
2. In which ways could you be like Pilate?
3. How do you see the cross?
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“Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his
disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”
John 21:30-31
John saw the cross of Jesus
Christ and the signs he performed
as a matter of life and death. Not
life and death in a physical sense
but in an eternal sense. He said all
that was recorded in his testimony
was a sign that the claims of
Jesus were true. Jesus
evidentially met the required
proofs that he was indeed the
Christ; the Messiah.
1. The Messiah was to be born at Bethlehem: Micah 5:1
2. The Messiah would be from the tribe of Judah: Genesis 49:10
3. The Messiah would present himself by riding on an ass :
Zechariah 9:9
4. The Messiah would be tortured to death: Psalm 22
5. The Messiah would arrive before the destruction of the Second
Temple: Daniel 9:24-27
6. The Messiah's life would match a particular description,
including suffering, silence at his arrest and trial, death and
burial in a rich man's tomb, and resurrection: Isaiah 52:1353:12
7. The Messiah was to give certain signs at his coming:
The first Messianic sign was the healing of a leper
Luke 17:12-14
The second sign was the healing and casting out a dumb
demon - This miracle only the Messiah could perform
Matthew 12:22-23
The third Messianic sign was to heal someone that was blind
from birth. John 9:32-34
The last Messianic miracle was performed when Jesus raised Lazarus
from the dead in John chapter 11.
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Paul sums the image of the cross up for me when he says in
Colossians, “When you were dead in your sins and in the
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He
forgave us all our sins, having cancelled the charge of our legal
indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has
taken it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the
powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them,
triumphing over them by the cross” Colossians 2:13-15
When I see the cross I remember that because of the astounding
triumph of Jesus, I am a partaker in the greatest victory ever known
to man.
John R. W. Stott says,
“I could never myself believe in God if it were not for the cross......In the
real world of pain, how could one worship a God who was immune to
it? I have entered many Buddhist temples in different Asian countries
and stood respectfully before the statute of Buddha - - his legs crossed,
arms folded, eyes closed, the ghost of a smile playing round his mouth,
a remote look on his face, detached from the agony of the world. But
each time, after awhile, I have had to turn away. And in imagination, I
have turned instead to that lonely, twisted, tortured figure on the cross
-- nails through his hands and feet, back lacerated, limbs wrenched,
brow bleeding from thorn pricks, mouth dry and intolerably thirsty,
plunged in God-forsaken darkness. That is the God for me ! He laid
aside his immunity to pain. He entered our world of flesh and blood,
tears and death. He suffered for us. Our sufferings become more
manageable in light of his. There is still a question mark against human
suffering, but over it we boldly stamp another mark, the cross, which
symbolizes divine suffering. The cross of Christ is God's only self
justification in such a world as ours.”
Questions:
1. How did John see the cross?
2. In which ways could you be like John?
3. How do you see the cross?
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MARCH SERVICES
The Cross Seen Through the Eyes of Others
3rd March: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: ‘Thru the eyes of Annas’
10th March: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: Mothers Day Service
17th March: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: ‘Thru the eyes of Herod’
24th March: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: Easter Family Service
29th March: 11.00am: Good Friday
Communion
31st March: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: Easter Sunday

If you would like to know more about these events please contact
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk) Registered charity
number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies of God Great Britain.
A member of Evangelical Alliance,
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