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These words are often heard at funerals “As Christians we have a hope
that is steadfast and certain. Jesus said "I am the resurrection and the
life. Whoever believes in me will live, even though they die; and
whoever lives, and believes in me will never die.””
Yet for many, death is seen as a disaster, a fearful thing, the end of life.
They say death is the end and then there is nothing. In fact, if this were
true death would be a disaster, but Christians know it is not the end.
Perhaps this is why many people avoid talking about death or planning
for their death by writing a will or making funeral preparations. The
church seems to ignore teaching about heaven and hell, as though
they were afraid of the reaction such teaching would provoke.

There is some truth to
the old saying, “There
are only two things you
can count on in life:
death and taxes.”
Everyone experiences
death. Death and
dying are an inevitable
part of human life. So
why the fear; is it
simply the unknown or
is it the thought that
perhaps heaven and
hell are real places?
If heaven and hell are real places the question arises, “How do I get to
heaven”? And what are heaven and hell like?
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The last words of D.L. Moody, “Earth recedes. Heaven opens before
me. If this is death, it is sweet! There is no valley here. God is calling
me, and I must go.”

Death for many is a
frightening prospect. If we
dare to think about it at all,
it looms menacingly over
us and our loved ones and
yet we fail to ask the
important questions. I have
to ask the question,
Whatever happened to
Heaven and Hell”? We
could also reflect on the
reasons why the church
seems to speak less and
less about the eternal
destination called hell.

The last words of Matthew Henry were, “You have been used to take
notice of the sayings of dying men. This is mine: that a life spent in the
service of God, and communion with Him, is the most comfortable and
pleasant life that anyone can live in this world.”
A Christian and an atheist were debating whether Christianity was true
or false. The Christian ended the debate with this statement. “Well if I’m
wrong I have lost nothing and have enjoyed a fulfilling lifestyle, but if
you’re wrong you’re in a hell of a state.”
Helen Keller, an American author, political activist, and lecturer, the
first deaf blind person to earn a Bachelor of Arts degree, said, “Death is
no more than passing from one room into another. But there's a difference for me, you know, because in that other room I shall be able to
see.”
The choice for every human being is stark; Heaven or Hell.
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So how do I get to hell? That is easy, simply do nothing.
What is hell like? There have been many descriptions throughout
history, but the closest I can describe is it’s an actual place of
everlasting conscious punishment. It is to be separated from God and
from everyone. It is a place of unending pain, suffering, illness and
tears, it is separation from everything that is good. “Revelation 20: 10
&15 give a description of Hell. However, these descriptions are
metaphors to express the terrible agonies of the soul as it suffers
endless remorse in eternity to come, when separated from God and
all that is good and confined with all that is bad.”
(Wycliffe Bible Encyclopaedia)
How do I get to heaven?
Simply by repenting of
sin, and asking Jesus to
save you, to come into
your life and be your
Lord and mean it.
What is heaven like? Heaven exists today but humans who are living
on earth cannot yet see it and the historical pictures that we have
cannot describe it accurately in all its splendour, glory, beauty, and
majesty. Those who have died and have believed in Jesus Christ are
said to be present with the Lord and since the Lord is seated at the
right hand of the Father on His throne they are in heaven right now.
What this means is that heaven is real; it exists, and there are
Christians who have died and gone to heaven and are now with Jesus
Christ. Revelation 21: 4, 27 & 22:3 &5 give descriptions which again
are metaphors for the everlasting conscious bliss of all who truly
believe in our Lord Jesus Christ.
In our lifetime we should take a moment to consider a couple of
questions:
1. Why am I here?
2. What is life about?
As we consider these things God will come into the equation and we
will either determine to get to know him and receive him or we will
reject him and the possibility of knowing him personally.
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He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive
him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become children of God— children born
not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will,
but born of God (John 1:11-13)
Verse 12 from the
complete Jewish
Bible says, “But to
as many as did
receive him, to
those who put their
trust in his person
and power, he
gave the right to
become children
of God,”
To those who
receive him and to
those who believed
in his name he gave
the right to become
children of God. The
word ‘right’ here
means the power
and the authority of
Christ and the
freedom to act.

There are two conditional statements to becoming a child of God:
1.
To receive him (that is to receive Jesus Christ).
This means agreeing with God that we are sinful and need to turn from
sin. It means receiving Jesus Christ as he truly is. He is Saviour and He
is Lord of all. In receiving him you are inviting him to be your personal
Saviour and Lord, surrendering all to him.
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2.

To believe in his name (that is to put trust in his person and
power).
Receiving Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour means; trusting
God to forgive us completely because Jesus Christ died for
our sins. It means choosing to follow Jesus even when it
doesn’t agree with our personal inclination.

You can invite Jesus Christ into your life by faith expressed in
prayer. God is not as concerned with your words as he is with your
attitude. Here is a suggested prayer:
Lord Jesus, I am sorry that I have been going my own
way instead of your way. Thank you for dying to take
away my sin. Please come into my life and make me the
person you want me to be. Amen.
Could you say this prayer and mean it?

Jesus makes a promise to every person. He promises to come into our
lives when we invite him in. Jesus said, “Listen, I stand at the door
and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will
come into his house and eat with him and he will eat with me”
(Revelation 3:20). No one is too bad or too good, too poor or too rich,
or too old or too young to be excluded from the promise.
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AGM Sunday 6th October 4.00pm
Pray for our relationships in the Church to be built up

v

Chocoholics Party Saturday 12th October 8.00pm
Pray that people will come along to this event.
Please pray for Tasha and those who are
organising it
Pray that there will be opportunities to talk to guests.

v

Harvest Festival Sunday 13th October 10.30am.
Pray for all the arrangements that have to be made
for this event.
Pray that those who are invited will be able to take
part in the service.
Please pray for all those involved in the service
Pray that families will come along.
Please pray for the work of the Salvation Army ARC
in Norwich.
Pray that we bring a wonderful offering of food items
to be donated to this very worthwhile outreach.
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October Meetings
Tuesday

Prayer Meetings

1st

& 15th Oct
11.00am -12noon
Sunday mornings
9.30am

Mondays
6.00pm
in term time

Watton Church Scout Group
Beavers Colony
.
Cub Pack
For 8 - 10 ½

Tuesday evening
& Wednesday am
(Appointments only)

Thursday mornings
in term time

Sanctuary
Counselling Service

Noah’s Ark Toddler &
Baby Group - 9.30-11.15am
Cost ₤1 per family
* Toys * Activities * Stories *
*Singing*

Friendship Club
Teas & Coffees -

Friday mornings
10am - 12noon weekly

Table Top & I.T. Club
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October Meetings

Sunday 6th October
Simon will give a short
presentation of his recent
visit to India

Sunday 27th October
Martina will give a short
presentation of her recent
visit to the Falconer
Children’s Home in Zambia

Working in partnership in the Community
Watton Child Health Clinic
Tuesday

8th

Baby Massage
Tuesdays
1.15 - 2.15pm

&

Tuesday 22nd Oct

The Watton
Dementia Cafe

Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group

Wed 2nd Oct
1.30-3.30pm
Carers and people living
with Dementia
drop in for information

Monday
14th Oct
10.15am
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River
Ministries A.G.M.
Sunday
6th October 2013
4.00.pm

~
Presentation
of the church
in 2012

Sat. 12th Oct
8.00 -10.00pm
Tickets £2.00 or
£2.50 on the door

~
Bring and share
Buffet Tea

~
Everyone
welcome

a

Proceeds to
Watton Church
Scouts &
Cancer Research

We are asking for donations of tins, and
packet food, which will be given to

in Norwich, which is an Advice and
Refreshment Centre for roughsleepers,
homeless and vulnerable people
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To live as a child of God we have to embrace our identity in Jesus
Christ, we must learn who we are and the power and authority that is
available to us. To live as a child of God we should take the following
steps.
1. If you have an accurate view of God, you can enjoy a healthy life.
But if some parts of your mental picture of God are distorted, your life
will be dysfunctional as a result. Therefore consider how you view God
and how that view compares with the way God presents of himself in
the bible. Remember that God stepped into history as Jesus, so you
need to look in Jesus’ direction to get a clear picture of God, and keep
in mind that Jesus is characterized by unlimited, unconditional and
unmerited love.

2. Just as it’s important to view God accurately, it’s important to see
yourself accurately. Your identity is much more than just your
temperament, the opinions that other people have of you, or your ability
to achieve success. Your real identity is nothing less than God’s
beloved child, made in God’s image, with his Spirit living in you.
3. Remember details that help you recognise God’s presence. Keep a
journal of ways that God worked powerfully in your life in both joyful
and painful situations, as well as ways that God has used you to bring
hope to other people.
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4. God wants you to experience the gifts of the Holy Spirit, so that others
will be built up, and so that you can trust him to help you move from
living selfishly to pursuing God’s purposes for you.

5. Find your sense of
belonging in God’s
family. Realise that
you can’t truly follow
Jesus alone, because
he intends for faith to
be expressed in
community. So join a
local church and build
close friendships with
some people there,
encouraging and
supporting each
other as you grow
and serve together.

6. Surrender yourself to God’s transforming Spirit, he will help you
become the person he wants you to become – someone who is holy,
reflecting Jesus’ character.
7. Love those closest to you. The acid test of your faith is whether or
not you love people. So give the people who are close to you the gift of
listening to them.
Let us live our life as a child of the living God and as one worthy of the
title.
“As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of
the calling you have received. Be completely humble and gentle;
be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to
keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”
(Ephesians 4:1-3)
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We should realise that our
identity leads us directly to
our destiny. Peter describes our identity in the
following verse:
But you are a
chosen people, a
royal priesthood, a
holy nation, God’s
special
possession, that
you may declare
the praises of him
who called you out
of darkness into
his wonderful
light.
(1 Peter 2:9)

Let us look at Peter’s description:
We are Chosen
The inference here has to do with that fact that Christians live under a
new covenant. The thoughts linked to the old covenant are found in
Isaiah 43:21, Exodus 19:5 & 6.
From this we learn that the Christian is chosen for three things:
1. He is chosen for privilege. In Jesus Christ there is offered to him a
new and intimate fellowship with God. God has become his friend and
he has become God’s friend.
2. He is chosen for obedience. Privilege brings with it responsibility
and we are chosen not to do what we like but to do what God likes.
3. He is chosen for service. His honour is that he is a servant of God.
His privilege is that he will be used for the purposes of God. But he can
be used only when he is obedient. Chosen for privilege, Chosen for
obedience and Chosen for service are three great facts that go go hand
in hand.
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We are a Royal Priesthood
There are two great characteristics of a priest:
1. He is a man who has access to God and has the task of bringing
others to God. The Latin word for priest is ‘pontifex’ which means
bridge-builder; the priest is a man who builds a bridge for others to
come to God.
2.The priest is a man who brings an offering to God. The Christian is
continuously bringing offerings to God. Under the old covenant these
were animal sacrifices; under the new covenant these are spiritual
sacrifices. He makes his work an offering to God so that even the
meanest task becomes clothed with glory. He makes his worship an
offering and gives himself as a living sacrifice.
We are a Holy Nation
The basic meaning of the Greek word ‘hagios’, translated holy, is
‘different’. The Christian is different from other men because he has
been chosen by God. That difference lies in the fact that he is
dedicated to God’s will and to God’s service. Other people may follow
the standards of society but for the Christian the only standards are
God’s.
God’s Special Possession
It often happens that something ordinary takes on a special value
because it was owned by a famous celebrity. A common thing like a
coat, a pen, a walking stick or piece of furniture take on a special value
because they were owned by some great person. The Christian may
be a very ordinary person but he takes on a special value because he
is owned by God.
Identity may also
be formed by the
core purposes of
our life; purpose
will also form our
lifestyle. The
purpose from our
verse is to:
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Declare his praises
The word here for praises is a metaphor for the sacrifices he has made,
their excellence and their virtue.
Our purpose is to tell people of the sacrifice that Jesus Christ made for
us on the cross. So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of
many. Jesus is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours
but also for the sins of the whole world.
For scripture says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
To live in light
God has called the Christian out of darkness into the light. In Jesus is
the light of the knowledge of God. When a man comes to know Jesus,
he comes to know goodness. When a man comes to know Jesus he
comes to know the way. Life is no longer a trackless road. When we
live in the light we have the opportunity to be an example in our
fellowship with God and with one another.
Just, as we were called out of darkness into his wonderful light we were
called out of insignificance to be significant. It often happens in the
world that a man’s greatness lies not in himself but in the task or
purpose he has been given. For the Christian the purpose is also
divine.
Just, as we were called out of darkness into his wonderful light we were
called out of no mercy into mercy. The Christian has discovered the
fact that God loves him and has no need to fear him. He learns to rest
and relax in the love of God.
Peter shows us that God’s purpose is that we are willing to share our
personal experience and relationship, and that we live as an example
as we rest in God’s love and mercy.
There is a joy in knowing our eternal destiny is secure in Jesus Christ.
We look forward to Heaven where our experience will be full of the
splendour, glory and majesty of him who called us and is seated at the
right hand.
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OCTOBER SERVICES
Whatever happened to
heaven and hell?

6th October: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: “What happens when I die?”
13th October: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: Harvest Festival
20th October: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: “Living as a child of God”
27th October: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: ‘Our Eternal Destiny’

Watton Pentecostal Church
If you would like to know more about these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk) Registered
charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies of God Great Britain.
A member of Evangelical Alliance,
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