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INTRODUCTION
This month we're going to be looking at
and focussing on four verses that
highlight what it means to be living sacrifices, a
community of believers, sharing our lives, being
devoted to one another and living in harmony
with one another.
We get a glimpse of what it was like for the early
:
community of Christians in
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I wonder what comes to mind when you read that we should be living
sacrifices. Sacrifice is important, but even in the Old Testament God made it
clear that obedience from the heart was much more important. Consider
these scriptures:

In the Old Testament when sacrificing an
animal according to God's law, a priest
killed the animal, cut it in pieces and
placed it on the altar. God wants us to
offer ourselves, not animals, as
sacrifices - daily laying aside our own
desires to follow him. We do this out of
gratitude for all that he has done for us.
He wants only the best for us and since
he gave his Son to make our new lives
possible, we should joyfully offer
ourselves as living sacrifices for him.
How can we be living sacrifices today? Before a priest in Israel could
minister on behalf of others, he was obliged to present himself in a
consecrated condition and the sacrifices he offered were to be without
blemish. Are we a consecrated people? It's useful to think about this on a
regular basis and re-consecrate ourselves for God's service, to be holy and
pleasing to him. The word 'Holy' is a reminder of the necessity for the
Christian, not in terms of rite or ritual, but as renouncing the sins of the old
life and being committed to a life of obedience to the will of God.
We can't make ourselves holy - it's only by
the continuing work of the Holy Spirit indwelling us that we can be holy
and therefore pleasing to God. We need to come to him on a daily basis,
asking the Holy Spirit to help us.
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So with the help of the Holy Spirit, we get a clue about becoming holy
from the next verse,

It can be very easy to slide into conformity with the world, into things like
gossip, critical attitudes, unkind words, unkind thoughts. We only have to
watch the news on TV or read the newspapers to see that our world
thrives on these things. The ways and thoughts of the world can so easily
impinge on the Christian, rather than us allowing ourselves to be
transformed, or renewed. The two processes can be seen as going on all
the time, a continual renunciation and renewal, demanding a radical
change, linked to our obedience. The biggest battle we face is the battle
in our minds, and one which Satan will use to try to divert or distract us
from following God's way. Our pattern is Christ, who refused Satan's
temptations and was transformed in his acceptance of the path that led
to Calvary.
We can look to the life of Jesus, who lived a totally sacrificial life, and take
him as our role model in our aim to be living sacrifices, holy and pleasing
to God.

1. What does it mean to you to be a living sacrifice?
2. Do you feel that your life is holy and pleasing to God?
3. How can we resist conformity to the pattern of this world?
4. How can we be transformed by the renewing of our mind?
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Read the whole chapter of
early community of Christians in

again and consider once more the

These verses speak of a community of believers who were totally
committed to each other and spent time together, sharing their lives.
This week we're looking at
Think of our community of believers and consider how you feel when you
think that you belong to all the others in that community.
Take a look at this illustration:

You can see that in this 'living wall' your brick is touched by six other bricks.
This means you should feel loved, supported, and protected by each of the
other bricks, not lonely or isolated but part of a close knit family. Is this your
experience?
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Look at these scriptures:

God has chosen each one of us to be a precious living stone in his house.
But we don't need to be perfect - our wall may look a bit more like this:

It's ok because he's fitting us together and as we live and share our lives,
over time we knock off the rough edges from each other, growing more
and more like Jesus. Our wall may not be perfect, but it's precious because
God loves each one of us and he's the master builder.

1. What does it mean to you to belong to all the members of this
community of believers?
2. Do you feel a part of a close knit family of believers?
3. If not, what can you do to get closer to people?
4. Whose names would you put in the bricks surrounding you in the above
picture?
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Please join us for the annual

LOOKING AT
PASSOVER

On Friday 2nd March 2012 at
2.30pm
At Watton Pentecostal Church
Speaker: Mrs Elsie Warby
The Service this year has been
prepared by Christian Women
in Malaysia
We shall sing hymns, listen to
readings and enjoy a social time
with refreshments

Working in partnership in the Community

Read the whole chapter of
early community of Christians in

again and consider once more the

What do you think of when you hear or read the word 'devoted'? It's often
used of a couple who've been together many years - that they're devoted
to each other. Or it's sometimes used of how people feel about their pet
dog or cat - they're devoted to the animal.
The meaning of the
word 'devoted'
according to the Collins
English Dictionary, is: 1.
feeling or
demonstrating loyalty or
devotion; ardent; devout.
2. set apart, dedicated,
or consecrated. But
there's one word that
hasn't been used here,
the word 'love'. It's worth
taking a look at what it
means for us to be
devoted to one another
in brotherly love. As the
body of Christ, we are
set apart, consecrated
for God's service but at
the heart of all that we
do is love. Without love:
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Living Bible
Our love must be completely sincere, no hypocrisy or ulterior motives. We
see that principle in our passage from Acts where the disciples sold
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. There is no
such thing as cupboard love, which gives affection with one eye on what
we might get. Christian love is not about me and what I need, it's about
what I can give to my brothers and sisters in my family, the family where
God has placed me to live, to serve, to love.
The second part of v10 says,
In our
love for our brothers and sisters, there should be no place for vying for
position or envying one another. Rather we should rejoice when a brother
or sister is promoted in some way and offer our love and support to them.
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William Barclay says, "The mark of the truly Christian man or woman has
always been humility. One of the humblest of men was that great saint
and scholar Principal Cairns. Someone recollects an incident which
showed Cairns as he was. He was a member of a platform party at a
great gathering. As he appeared there was a tremendous burst of
applause. Cairns stood back to let the man next him pass, and began to
applaud himself; he never dreamed that the applause was for him. It's not
easy to give each other priority in honour. There's enough of the natural
man in most of us to like to get our rights; but the Christian man has no
rights - he has only duties."
If we are truly devoted to one other, let's determine to love with complete
sincerity and to honour others above ourselves.
The mark of the devotion of those early Christians we've read about in Acts
2:42 was that everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and
signs performed by the apostles and that the Lord added daily to the
number of disciples. Discuss whether you think this was just for that time
in history or should we expect these things to be happening today? Could
it be that they were so devoted to one another and shared their lives so
closely and without jockeying for position, that God poured out so much
blessing on them?

:
1. What does it mean to you to be devoted to your brothers and sisters in our
community of believers?
2. What do you think it was like to be one of those early Christians described
in Acts 2:42?
3. Describe a time when love was demonstrated to you by a brother or sister.
4. Do you think that we should have everything in common, as did those
early disciples?
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Read the whole chapter of
early community of Christians in

again and consider once more the

This week we're looking at living in harmony with one another and to do
this there has to be love and forgiveness operating as we heard a few
weeks ago. There also has to be unity and a working together to a common goal as we've just read in the above verses. I went to the ballet a few
weeks ago and I was struck quite forcibly at how precise, practised and
rehearsed every scene was. Imagine if one dancer took a wrong turn and
bumped into another dancer or slipped and fell, what a disaster it would
have been. Those dancers rehearse over and over again to get their
performance perfect and the end result was beautiful.
If we think of our community of believers working as a team, living in harmony with one another, exercising love and forgiveness, then imagine how
beautiful the result can be. We won't be perfect but if we keep our hearts
right with God and with each other, who knows what amazing things can
happen.
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When things aren't right there are consequences. Remember what
happened to Ananias and Sapphira, whose story is told in
?
This couple bought a piece of land but kept back part of the money for
themselves. When they brought the rest and laid it at the apostles' feet,
Peter confronted Ananias about lying to the Holy Spirit and to his fellow
disciples. The result was that Ananias fell down and died. When his wife
was brought in and questioned, she was also confronted by Peter about
testing the Spirit of God and she too fell at his feet and died.
says,

As we look at living in harmony with one another what better example than
that of those early Christians in our passage from
. Some
people say that the book of Acts can better be described as the Acts of the
Holy Spirit. They were truly amazing times where amazing healings,
wonders and signs were happening. Those early Christians devoted
themselves in four different ways that can speak to us today.

The importance of reading and
listening to the word of God
cannot be underestimated.
God's word is our food and
drink, our sustenance, and we
need it to grow strong and
mature.
says,

The structure
of that tree is its strength. The
tree draws its sustenance
through its roots. Let's be people
whose roots go deep.
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We are a community of believers, the body of Christ, sharing our lives with
one another, each member belonging to all the others as we saw in week
2 of our study. Those early Christians knew the value of meeting together,
not just in the temple but in each other's homes. They practised hospitality we too can practise hospitality.

For those early Christians it must have been so precious to break bread in
an act of remembrance of Jesus, as he'd instructed his disciples to do at
the last supper. For us, though we've never seen Jesus in the flesh, our
times of breaking of bread are precious too, it's our time of especially remembering him and thanking him for all he's done for us.

Those early disciples recognised the importance of prayer and many
miraculous events took place as a direct result of prayer. One such event is
recorded in Acts 12 when Peter was in prison ... but the church was
earnestly praying to God for him. An angel led Peter out of prison and he
went straight to the house of Mary where many people had gathered and
were praying. Even though Peter knocked at the door they didn't believe it
was him - when they finally realised they were astonished. I believe it's as
well that we're astonished when God does truly amazing things, it keeps
us understanding that our God is awesome and all-powerful.
So prayer is vital for the church, it's the foundation and the covering for all
that we do. Prayer is vital if we want to see growth in our church, growth in
ourselves as believers, and growth through salvation in this place where
we live.
Living in harmony with one another is also very important for us in our
church. Let's determine to do that and see what God will do as a result.

1. What does it mean to you to live in harmony with one another?
2. What else can we do to live in harmony with one another?
3. What have you learned about yourself as a result of the study this
month?
4. What have your learned about the church as a result of the study this
month?
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11th March 10.30am:

18th March 10.30am:

25th March 10.30am:
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Sunday School meets during
the morning service
If you would like to know more about these events please contact
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk) Registered charity
number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies of God Great Britain.
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