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WEEK 1: BEING A CHRISTIAN IN THE 21st CENTURY
Being a Christian in the 21st Century is full of opportunities and
possibilities, it also raises lots of questions as science and our
understanding grows. People now travel the world whereas 100
years ago the percentage of the population that travelled was
much less.
Technology has made our world smaller in as much as it is possible
to hear about disasters with hours of them occurring on the other
side of the world. We have so much information readily available
that sometimes it feels overwhelming.
What can we do with all this information?
As Christians we can pray. Here are some quotes from Christians

The next time you watch the news on Television or read about a
situation on the Internet or hear something on the radio, try praying
into that situation. Tell God what you would like to see and ask him
how you should pray.
It changes watching the news which is often boring and negative in
to something vibrant and worthwhile. The bible says:

and

:
1. Why do you think John Wesley says, “Prayer is where the
action is"?
2. Do your lifestyle priorities align to your answer?
3. Try in your group to watch the news and pray into each
situation, it does mean that your prayers may be short or
perhaps the Holy Spirit will show you how to pray for the
situation.

WEEK 2:
SHARING CHRISTIANITY IN FRANCE IN THE 21st CENTURY
Christians in France are free to share the Gospel in their own church,
but open-air work requires written permission from the Town Hall
and the local authorities. This may, or may not be given depending
on the local authorities concerned, but in general it is becoming
increasingly difficult to obtain an authorization. It is, also, extremely
difficult for churches to obtain halls to hold meetings and if you do,
you have to pay.

These very often depend on the type of church. The official state
church in France is the Catholic church, here, services are traditional
and have little spontaneity.
The music is very traditional with guided participation from the priest.
Some Evangelical churches can be very lively with good worship
groups and gifted musicians, especially with regard to the younger
generation who very often play a musical instrument. In the south of
France, in general, the style of worship is free and quite dynamic,
whereas in the North of France, it is still very traditional and “noisy”
music is frowned upon. In the North of France, women still have to
wear a head covering....this can be a headscarf or lace mantilla,
similar to that worn in Spain. They must cover their shoulders, and
refrain from wearing make-up or jewellery......a sign of worldliness. In
some churches, some ladies have been prevented from taking Holy
Communion because they were not wearing tights! Some pastors
do not allow ladies to wear trousers in church.

School days are very long for French children. When they go to
secondary school, pupils often start at 8 a.m., have a two-hour
lunch-break and finish at 5 or 6 p.m. They, then, have a lot of
homework to do. School holidays are often longer than in England.
University students also have very long days, sometimes starting at
8 a.m. and finishing at 8p.m.
The standard of living is quite high, but the financial crisis has led to
widespread unemployment. In France today, one out of two
marriages end in divorce. Most women go out to work, but it is
becoming increasingly more difficult to find a job, especially for the
over 50’s. Most families have one or two children. Life expectancy is
84 for women and 76 for men. Large numbers of young people are
also unemployed, even highly-skilled university graduates.
Food, eating, drinking and
the family are all important
elements in French society
and most French women are
excellent cooks. Cheese and
wine are some of the
best-known French products.
There is one cheese for every
day of the year. Most shops
open from 8.30 am – 7.30
p.m. daily from Mon.-Sat. but
they do not open on Sunday.
Women’s ministry is not recognised in France, neither in the Catholic
Church nor in Evangelical churches. Women should be seen, but not
heard........ although they can do Sunday school work and children ‘s
work.
By Ann Fernandez

How should we pray for the nation of France?
How should we pray for Christians in France?
How should we pray for Pastor Christian in France?

This year the service has been prepared by Christian women in Malaysia.
Malaysia is a multi-ethnic and multi-religious country. Throughout its history
it has attracted migrants from other parts of Asia and beyond and it is one
of the wealthiest and most developed countries in South East Asia. Women
have made important contributions to its social and economic development
but, nevertheless, they still face discrimination and violence at all levels of
society. Even today a girl child is seen as less valuable than a boy.
Malaysia is now the most popular destination country in Asia for migrant
workers and human trafficking has become a sophisticated and organised
operation.
Although Malaysia’s multi-ethnicity has added to the rich heritage of its
land and people, it has also given rise to many problems. In the service
those issues of concern are named and the women voice their hope for the
future. Justice for all is their hope, and their prayer is “Let Justice Prevail”.
Although organised and led by women, this is essentially a worldwide day
of prayer for everybody as we demonstrate our solidarity with our sisters
and brothers in other countries and all are welcome to attend. At our
service we shall sing hymns, learn about life in Malaysia from the Readings
and afterwards enjoy refreshments and chat together. Please join us!

PRAYER

All enquiries to:Joanne Mountjoy-Dixon
Dementia Support Manager Alzheimer's Society
Telephone: 01842 824636 & 01603 763517

WEEK 3: CHRISTIAN WORSHIP IN SOUTH AFRICA

Just as the communities in SA vary, so does the worship within the
churches – which can range from the very formal worship of main-line
churches (driven by denominational liturgy) to the less formal,
celebratory worship of the charismatic churches. Besides the usual
denominational dictates that define worship within churches, worship
is also coloured by different cultures. Whilst the political laws of
apartheid have crumbled, some of the consequences of the divisive
system remain entrenched. For example, most communities remain
segregated, where so-called Whites, Blacks, Coloureds and Indians
live in separate suburbs or townships. And, of course, this influences
the type of worship in these communities.
For example, worship in a Methodist church in a “Black township” will
be somewhat different to that in a “White suburb”. Whilst they both will
have certain necessary and similar formalities, the worship in the Black
church will usually be accompanied by fervent, jubilant singing and
dancing, and often will have more than an organ accompanying the
singing. Also, these services do not always conform to the time
constraints usually set by other racial groups. Generally speaking,
Indian Methodist churches will be similar to White Methodist churches
– formal and brief, whilst Coloured Methodist churches can vary greatly
– depending on the type of congregation.
All churches share the common ingredients of corporate singing,
praying and listening to the scriptures expounded in one form or the
other (mainly through preaching though). Pentecostal and charismatic
churches typically have a variety of instruments to accompany
singing, and there is a huge emphasis on encouraging youth
participation in services. This is something that is becoming a
growing trend even in the more formalised, denominational churches.
There is also a big push for various groups to be catered for within
the church communities. So having youth, women’s and men’s
fellowships have become the “in-thing” in many churches.

Evangelical, Pentecostal and Charismatic churches conduct most of
the evangelism that takes place, and there is a general openness to
and a great awareness of the gospel in the country. Besides one-toone personal outreaches, evangelistic efforts can take on many forms.
Tent campaigns in open fields, open-air outreaches in residential
areas, gospel crusades in church buildings, door-to-door outreaches,
and gospel pamphlet drives are perhaps the more common. As a
result of the evangelistic efforts, many of the churches have grown
significantly. This has also resulted in branches being established and
independent churches mushrooming in various places – using rented
buildings to conduct church services.
As said, there is a general openness to the gospel and it is therefore
relatively easy to promote the gospel in most places. However, there
are exceptions. Because Muslims will often oppose evangelism in
their communities, Christians may conduct door-to-door outreaches,
but usually will not have open-air outreaches in these communities.
Despite government policy restricting Christian prayer in public places,
most so-called White, Black and Coloured schools allow Christian
prayer. This is because despite denominational differences that exist
within these communities, they are generally Christian. Because
Indian schools have predominantly Islamic, Hindu or Tamil children,
Christian prayer and outreach in these schools are somewhat limited
and, at times, strongly opposed.

“Women in ministry” has been an issue of contention in many
denominations, but, over the years, allowing women to minister has
been led hugely by the main-line churches. Fortunately, this movement
towards women in ministry has grown extensively and across most
denominations. At present, the issue of debate in some churches is
whether women should be allowed to take up positions of authority
(particularly Eldership) within churches.
It has been my privilege to have had exposure to wide a variety of
church types in SA, and in working with some of these, I have been
pleased to see various groups starting to see their differences as a real
strength in reaching the diverse multi-cultural people-groups in the
country.
By Brett Crosson

How should we pray for the nation of South Africa?
How should we pray for Christians in South Africa?
How should we pray for Pastor Malcolm Baxter in Cape Town and
Pastor … in Durban?

WEEK 4: LIVING AS A CHRISTIAN IN 21st CENTURY INDIA

India is an incredible
nation full of difference
and diversity; to the
visitor it is full of noise,
colour and smells.

India is the world's largest democracy and second most populous
country emerged as a major power in the 1990s. It is militarily strong,
has major cultural influence and a fast-growing and powerful
economy.
With its many languages, cultures and religions, India is highly
diverse. This is also reflected in its federal political system, whereby
power is shared between the central government and 28 states.
However, communal, caste and regional tensions continue to haunt
Indian politics, sometimes threatening its long-standing democratic
and secular ethos.
From the late 1980s
India began to open up
to the outside world,
encouraging economic
reform and foreign
investment. It is now
courted by the world's
leading economic and
political powers,
including its one-time
foe China.

The country has a
burgeoning urban middle
class and has made great
strides in fields such as
information technology. Its
large, skilled workforce
makes it a popular choice
for international companies
seeking to outsource work.
But the vast mass of the
rural population remains
impoverished.
Their lives continue to be
influenced by the ancient
Hindu caste system, which
assigns each person a
place in the social
hierarchy. Discrimination on
the basis of caste is now
illegal and various
measures have been
introduced to empower
disadvantaged groups and
give them easier access to
opportunities - such as
education and work.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-12557384)
However discrimination
continues most of it
political rather than
religious but churches are
vulnerable because they
help poor people in the
community.

Such a story is that recorded by
“On Monday, 23rd January ’12, Pastor Chandrakanth arranged
for a prayer meeting at the residence of a believer, one Mrs.
Manjula, in the evening at about 7.30 pm in a village called
B.K.Halli about 3 Kms away from Haliyal. Pastor Chandrakanth
was accompanied by a believer friend named Kishore
Kavalekar, and about 20 believers attended the prayer service.
But unfortunately just as the prayer was about to come to an
end, about 20 RSS workers forced themselves into the house
abusing and shouting at the believers using dirty and filthy
language. Then they began ruthlessly to beat up and kick
Pastor Chandrakanth and Kishore Kavalekar. The pastor was
also stripped and taken in a procession naked throughout the
village by the RSS activists and finally at about midnight they
tied the pastor to a tree near a temple and then sent for the
police from the Haliyal Police Station.
The Police Sub Inspector Umesh Shet came with a posse of
policemen and took Pastor Chadrakanth and his believer friend
Kishore to the Haliyal Police Station for further inquiry. Also both
of them were detained during the night in the Haliyal police
station In the meantime the GCIC on learning about the
incident immediately got in touch with the police officers early
in the morning on Tuesday, 24th January. However due to the
political pressures both of them have been charge-sheeted
and sent to the jail. The situation is really very critical. The GCIC
has also appointed a lawyer, Mr. Mujibir, to appear on behalf
of the victims and to get them released at the earliest.”

How should we pray for the nation of India?
How should we pray for Christians in India?
How should we pray for Pastor Francis Jackson and Pastor Fredrick
Anthuraj and all those we know in India?

FEBRUARY SERVICES
BEING A CHRISTIAN
IN THE 21st CENTURY
5th February 10.30am:
Guest Service with
Dama Safari
12th February 10.30am:
Morning Worship
19th February 10.30am:
Morning Worship
26th February 10.30am:
Morning Worship
6.00pm Prayer

Sunday School meets during
the morning service
If you would like to know more about these events please contact
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk) Registered charity
number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies of God Great Britain.
A member of Evangelical Alliance,

